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PREFACE. 


BOOK  without  a  preface  would,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  many,  be  incomplete,  and  yet  I  think 
that  the  average  reader  would  feel  better  if  he 
were  at  once  to  plunge  into  the  meat  and  mar- 
row, without  waiting  for  the  apologies  that  au- 
thors and  compilers  have  to  offer.  I  make  no  claim 
to  originality  in  this  compilation.  The  history  of  the  Rite 
and  its  degrees  is  compiled  from  various  sources,  Mackey, 
Chase,  McClenachan,  and  other  Masonic  authors.  The  his- 
tory of  the  Cryptic  Grand  Councils  in  the  United  States  is 
from  the  pen  of  my  esteemed  friend  Brother  and  Companion, 
Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Maine,  while  the  Canadian  branch 
of  the  history  I  have  gathered  from  documents  in  my  posses- 
sion as  Grand  Recorder,  and  from  official  sources  of  informa- 
tion, that  make  it  the  first  written  and  authentic  history  of 
the  Rite  in  Canada.  My  original  intention  was  to  confine  the 
work  to  the  Rite  in  my  own  country,  but  at  the  suggestion 
of  Companions  I  have  enlarged  its  scope  so  as  to  ^ive,  in 
one  volume,  what  I  believe  has  never  been  given  beicre,  a 
complete  history  of  the  degrees  of  Royal,  Select  and  Super- 
Excellent  Master,  from  their  origin  to  the  present  time.  I 
trust  that  this  compilation  may  be  received  with  favor  by 
my  Companions  of  the  Secret  Vault,  and  that  the  work  of 
a  few  leisure  hours  may  add  to  the  interest  that  is  so  uni- 
versally taken  in  the  ceremonies  and  history  of  the  Cryptic 
Rite. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Rite  anl'  its  Title— The  Orioin  or  the  term  Cryptio— Thi 
Inokptiun  of  the  Sy8Tem— Where  the  Deoreks  uamb  from, 

AND  TUEIR    lIlHTORY. 

E  term  "Cryptic  Masonry"  is  one  so  little  known 
outside  the  pale  of  our  Councils  that,  before 
givin<5  a  sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Rite  in 
Canada,  it  may  prove  of  interest  not  only  to  the 
members  of  the  Rite,  but  also  to  the  Masonic  reader  and 
those  into  whose  hand  the  present  writing  may  fall,  to  refer 
to  the  origin  of  the  degrees  and  why  the  term  Cryptic  is 
used  to  denote  that  part  of  the  Masonic  system  which  is  so 
closely  allied  to  and  ioUows  in  natural  secjuence  the  degree 
of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.  The  degrees  now  conferred  in 
Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  were  claimed  and  con- 
ferred by  the  Supreme  Councils  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  although  these  degrees  existed  before  even 
Supreme  Councils.  Comp.  Robert  Morris,  of  Kentucky,  was 
the  first  to  use  the  title  "  Cryptic  "  in  designating  the  Coun- 
cil degrees.  The  word  is  derived  from  the  Latin  crypticua, 
meaning  subterranean,  or  concealed,  and  that  from  the  Greek 
krupte,  which  signifies  a  vault,  or  subterranean  passage. 
The  primitive  Christians,  we  are  told  in  history,  exemplitied 
the  ceremonials  of  their  secret  worship  in  their  earth-covered 
cells  or  caves,  known  as  crypUv ;  in  like  manner  the  vaults 
beneath  the  great  cathedrals  and  churches  of  the  world  are 
known  as  crypts.  The  degrees  of  the  Council  (^f  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  may  be  called  "  Cryptic  Masoniy,"  or  "  Ma- 
sonry of  the  Secret  Vault."  The  degrees  comprise  those  of 
Royal,  Select  and  Super-excellent  Master. 

There  are  very  few  Masonic  writers  who  do  not  in  some 
way,  at  greater  or  shorter  length,  endeavour  to  give  the 
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history  and  origin  of  a  Rite,  which — introduced  on  this 
Continent  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  or  begin- 
ning of  the  present  century — no  doubt  was  germed  into 
existence  by  the  Masonic  enthusiasts  of  Continental  Europe^ 
who  were  as  warmly  attached  to  "side"  or  "complimentary" 
degrees  as  many  of  their  modern  brethren  are  on  the  Ameri- 
can Continent.  To  the  Companions  in  Capitular  Masonry, 
the  Cryptic  Rite  is  peculiarly  attractive ;  and  the  rapid  pro- 
gress it  has  made,  and  the  interest  shown  in  its  interesting 
and  beautiful  ceremonials,  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  is 
a  Rite  which  will  always  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  per- 
manent organizations  of  the  great  system  of  Masonry. 
Dr.  Mackey  says  that  the  degrees  were  beyond  » doubt 
honorary  or  side  degrees,  belonging  to  and  conferred  by 
Inspectors-General  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  Whatever  claim  they  had  to  these  degrees  was 
abandoned  by  the  resolution  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
the  Scottish  Rite,  passed  at  a  meeting  held  in  Baltimore  in 
1870.  By  that  action  all  authority  over  the  Cry])tic  degree* 
was  given  up.  The  degrees  were  originally  indepentlent  of 
one  another,  and  were  no  doubt  the  side  degrees  of  the  Rite 
of  Perfection,  which  in  1701  was  brought  to  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  by  Stephen  Morin.  The  Rite  of  Perfection  was. 
in  the  opinion  of  some,  founded  in  1753,  while  others  assert 
that  it  dates  from  l7o8,  when  a  number  of  Masons  at 
Paris,  France,  styling  themselves  "  The  Sovereign  Princes 
and  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  and  Sovereign  Lodge  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem,'  formed  a  new  b  idy  known  as 
"The  Council  of  P]mperors  of  the  East  and  West."  This 
Council,  C.  T.  McClenachan,  the  well-known  Scottish  Rite 
historian,  says,  has  been  ordinarily  known  as  the  Rite  of 
Perfection ;  that  consisted  of  twenty-five  degrees,  and  in 
1759  it  established  a  Council  of  Princes  of  the  Royal 
Secret  at  Bordeaux. 

The  following  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite,  for  the  Southern  jurisdiction, 
on  the  4th  December;  1802,  shows  that  the  Cryptic  Degrees, 
or  "the  select  Masons  of  twenty-seven,"  were  included  in 
the  Degrees  claimed  by  the  A.  and  A.  Rite: — 

"Oil  the  2l3h  of  January,  1302,  a  warrant  of  Constitution  passed 
the  seal  uf  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Mark  Master  Masons'  Lodge,  in  the  City  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  Besides  those  degrees  which  are  in  regular  succes- 
sion, most  of  the  Inspectors  are  in  poseession  of  a  number  of  detached 
degrees,  given  in  ditlurent  pans  of  the  world  ;  and  which  they  gener- 
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ally  communioate,  free  of  expecse,  to  those  brethren  who  are  high 
enough  to  understand  them,  such  as  '  Select  Masons  of  Twenty-Seven,' 
and  the  Royal  Arch  as  ^iven  under  the  Constitution  of  Dublin,  six 
degrees  of  M-tg<>nnerie  d' Adoption,  Compagnon  Ecossais,  le  Mai  ere 
Ecossais,  and  le  Grand  Malhre  Ecossais,  etc.,  etc.,  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate  fifty- three  degrees." 

Charles  T.  McClenachan,  in  his  History  of  the  Scottish 
Rite,  says : — 

'*The  Royal  and  Select  Misters'  Degrees  were  side  or  detached 
degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  ^Scottish  Rite.  In  the  Southern 
States  of  the  Union,  the  Supreme  Council  initiated,  chartered,  and 
fostered  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  ;  and  as  rapidly  as  they 
were  self-sustaining  they  became  independent.  In  this  wise  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  has  gradually  thrown  aside  the 
detached  degrees,  and  rarely  confers  any,  except  the  grades  designated 
in  the  res^utar  series.  The  Rite  is  in  amity  with  Symbolic  Grand 
Lodges,  Grand  Chapters,  Councils  of  Royal  and  Salect  Masters,  and 
Grand  Commanderies, — recognizing  no  other  bodies  claiming  to  be 
Masonic." 

In  1761  the  various  Councils,  Chapters  and  Lodges  and 
Consistories  of  the  Rite  flourished  all  over  the  European 
Continent;  and  on  the  27th  August,  17G1,  Stephen  Morin 
was  empowered,  as  Inspector-General  for  the  New  World, 
by  the  Grand  Consistory  of  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret, 
convened  at  Paris  under  the  presidency  of  Chaillon  de  Join- 
ville,  Substitute-General  of  the  Order,  to  introduce  or  con- 
fer the  degrees  in  America.  Morin  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies,  it  is  supposed,  about  the  year  1762.  In  1769  he 
was  in  Kingston,  Jamaica.  In  two  old  rituals  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Degree  (Kadosh),  in  possession  of  Albert 
Pike,  there  is  a  record  stating  that  he  was  present  at  a  Con- 
sistory of  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  held  in  Kingston,  in 
January  of  1769.  Pike,  in  his  Historical  Inquiry  into  the 
Constitutions  of  1786,  says :  "  We  are  not  in  possession  of 
all  the  successive  deputizations,  or  their  dates,  by  which 
the  powers  of  Stephen  Morin  were  transferred  and  Deputy- 
Inspectors  created.  But  there  is  a  record  (at  Charleston)  of 
the  filiation  of  his  powers.  We  learn  from  it  that  *  Stephen 
Morin,  Inspector-General  of  all  the  Lodges,  Chapters,  Coun- 
cils, and  Grand  Councils,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  in  all  parts  of  the 
New  World,  gave  the  degree  of  Grand  Deputy  Inspector- 
General,  etc.,  etc ,  etc.,  to  the  Brother  Francken  at  Jamaica ;' 
at  what  date  we  do  not  find." 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  Francken  imparted  these 
degrees  to  Moses  Michael  Hayes,  of  Bo^-ton,  Massachusetts 
a'j"aD3puty  Inspector-General  for  North  America;"  and 
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these  appointments  respectively  of  Francken  and  Hayes 
gave  them  authority  to  appoint  others.  Whether  the  action 
of  Morin  took  place  in  the  United  States  or  not,  cannot  bo 
ascertained.  Some  writers  assert  that  he  was  never  in  that 
country.  It  is  not  at  all  unlikely ;  indeed  I  think  it  very 
probable  that  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  visited  the 
West  Indies  he  would  naturally,  in  his  meanderings,  find 
his  way  to  the  United  States.  Be  that  as  it  may,  Francken, 
by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  him  vested,  in  like  manner 
endowed  one  Moses  Cohen  with  the  same  powers.  Hayes 
appointed  Isaac  Da  Costa  Deputy  Inspector-General  for 
South  CaroKiia.  On  the  death  of  Da  Costa,  Joseph  Myers 
succeeded  him.  Francken,  having  Morin's  authority,  opened, 
on  20th  December,  17G7,  a  Lodge  of  Pei-fection  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.  On  the  25th  October,  1762,  the  Grand  Masonic  Con- 
stitutions were  revised  and  ratified  in  Berlin,  Prussia,  and 
proclaimed  throughout  the  world  for  the  government  of  all 
Lodges,  Councils,  Chapters,  Colleges  and  Consistories  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  in  Europe  and  America; 
and  official  copies  were  transmitted  to  Stephen  Morin,  who 
acknowledged  and  accepted  them.  The  A.  and  A.  Scot- 
tish Rite  had  no  actual  existence  by  that  name  till  1801 ; 
before  that  it  was  the  Rite  of  Perfection,  etc.  The 
Supreme  Council,  founded  at  Charleston  in  1801,  was  the 
first  Body  of  the  Rite,  by  that  name,  that  ever  existed.  This 
divergence  from  the  history  of  the  Cryptic  Rite  proper,  and 
the  references  to  <he  A.  and  A.  Rite,  are  necessary  as  show- 
ing the  genuineness  of  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees,  and 
the  claims  they  have  as  being  bona  fide  "  side "  degrees  of 
the  Rite  of  Perfection.  Cohen,  who  was  of  a  roving  dispo- 
sition, journeyed  to  Jamaica,  where  he  remained  for  some 
time,  and  established  a  Consistory,  one  of  its  members  being 
Abram  Jacobs,  who  was  already  possessed  of  a  portion  of 
the  degrees,  having  received  them  in  a  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion at  Charleston,  S.  C.  One  of  these  degrees  was  known 
as  the  "  Select  Masons  of  Twenty-Seven,"  and  of  his  having 
received  this  degree  Cohen  gave  proof  in  a  d"  loma  or  cer- 
tificate dated  9th  November,  1790,  which  stated  that  he  had 
conferred  the  above  degrees  on  Jacobs.  Bro.  Drummond 
asserts  that  this  is  the  first  document  known  which  contains 
a  reference  to  the  degrees. 

Jacobs  was  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  1792.  He  came  from 
Jamaica,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  while  there  had  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  Masonic  matters,  especially  relating  to  the  Rite 
of  Perfection.    He  was  applied  to  by  Masons  to  establish  a 
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Sublime  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection,  and  he  conferred  degrees 
on  all  who  wanted  and  could  pay  for  them.  The  first  applicant 
was  Bro.  G  Zimmerman,  who,  by  letter,  on  27th  May,  1792, 
applied  to  Jacobs  requesting  him  to  come  to  A-ugusta 
and  confer  the  degrees.  Jacobs  left  Augusta  in  171)2,  and 
did  not  return  till  1800.  He  was  at  Savannah  on  17th 
April,  1796,  and  his  diary  shows  that  he  conferred  the  de- 
gree of  "Select  Masons  of  Twenty  Seven,"  on  a  brother, 
James  Clarck  ;  also  on  December  12th,  the  same  degree  on 
"Brothers  Carter,  Easley,  Smith,  Cox,  Griffin,  and  Hay,"  at 
the  town  of  Washington,  in  Georgia.  In  November  of  1802 
Emanuel  de  la  Motta,  from  Charleston,  a  friend  of  Jacobs, 
arrived  at  Savannah,  and  he  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of 
"  Select  Masons  of  Twenty- Seven." 

As  will  be  noticed  further  on,  a  committee  of  the  Roycl 
Arch  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  claimed  that  these  degrees 
were  conferred  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection  in  1783, 
in  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  a  certificate  signed  by  one  M.  C. 
Levy  in  1827  is  authentic  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the 
statement.  Moses  Clava  Levy  was  of  Hebrew  extraction,  a 
native  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  born  in  Cracow.  He  was 
a  man  of  honesty,  integrity  and  industry,  and  was  much  re- 
spected. He  is  buried  in  the  old  Jewish  burial  place  in 
Charleston,  and  the  tomb  bears  this  epitaph  in  classical 
Hebrew : — "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Moses  Clava  Levy, 
who  died  on  the  oth  of  Ni.s.san,  5599,  nearly  90  years  old, 
a  native  of  Poland,  and  for  54  years  an  inhabitant  of  this 
city.  He  was  a  kind  hu,sl)and,  a  fond  parent,  a  firm  friend, 
an  indulgent  master,  incoiTuptible  in  integrity,  sincere  in 
piety,  unostentatious  in  charity.  This  stone  is  })laced  by 
his  only  son  and  child."  Levy  was  a  member  of  the  Su- 
preme Council  of  the  Thirty-Third  Degree  for  the  Southern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  organised  in  1801 — May 
31st — at  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  We  find  that  Abrani 
Jacobs  came  back  to  the  United  SUites  and  re-settled  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  there  is  proof  that  he  conferred  the 
Select  degree  in  the  year  1790,  and  also  that  several  in  New 
York  received  it  in  1808.  Hayes,  of  Massachusetts,  however, 
had  not  been  idle,  and  had  made  good  use  of  the  powers 
granted  him,  by  making  Joseph  M.  Myers  an  Inspector- 
General  for  Maryland,  and  he  organized  in  1788  a  Council 
of  the  Princes  of  Jerusalem  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  A  manu-' 
script  copy  of  the  ritual  of  the  Select  Degree  was  deposited 
by  him  in  the  archives  of  that  Council.  This  MS.  is  beyond 
doubt  authentic,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he    was  in 
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possession  of  the  work  of  the  other  degree?,  as  records  show 
that  about  that  period  a  number  of  Masons,  residents  of 
Charleston,  received  them.  The  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  Southern  Jurisdiction,  whose 
work  is  the  same  as  that  followed  by  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite, 
at  the  present  time,  in  Canada,  did  not  in  1802  include  all 
the  degrees  we  claim  as  belonging  to  the  Cryptic  Rite.  A 
circular  containing  their  list  stated  that  in  addition  to  the 
regular  degrees,  there  were  side  degrees  known  among  them 
as  the  "  Select  Masons  of  Twenty  Seven."  It  is  claimed 
that  in  1803  a  copy  of  this  ritual  was  made  by  J.  Billeaud, 
and  that  it  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  Myers  ritual  which,  in 
1788,  was  deposited  by  Myers  in  the  archives  of  the  Council 
at  Charleston.  An  interesting  work,  "  The  History  of  Ma- 
sonry in  Maryland,"  written  by  Bro.  Edward  T.  Schultz,  re- 
fers to  the  Rite  and  its  early  history.  These  documents  show 
that  Henry  Wilmans,  a  Pole,  who  resided  in  Baltimore  about 
1790,  organized  a  Lodge  of  Perfection.  Of  this  Lodge  Philip 
P.  Eckel  was  a  member.  Wilmans  died  1795,  but  had  pre- 
viously conferred  the  Select  Degree,  and  perhaps  others,  on 
Eckel  and  Hezekiah  Niles. 

Jacobs  came  to  New  York  early  in  1804,  and  conferred  the 
degrees  on  many,  amongst  them  Thomas  Lownds.  In  1808 
the  dispute  between  Gourgas  and  Joseph  Cerneau  commenced. 
Lownds  sided  with  the  latter,  and  went  over  to  him,  captur- 
ing, so  Gourgas  says,  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees.  The 
credit  of  organizing  the  first  Body  of  the  Cryptic  Rite  must 
be  given  to  Lownds.  He  formed,  with  others,  of  course,  on 
September  2nd,  1810,  the  "  Columbian  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  Master  Masons."  This  body,  on  December  8th,  1821, 
received  within  its  fold  a  Council  of  Select  Masters.  On 
January  25th,  1823, "  Columbian  Grand  Council "  constituted 
themselves  a  Grand  Council  for  Ihe  State,  and  i^^sued  warrants 
as  late  as  1827.  In  1854  another  Grand  Council  was  foi  raed 
in  New  York  State,  its  members  being  principally  adherents 
of  what  was  known  as  the  "  St.  John  Grand  Lodge."  This 
Grand  Council  issued  warrants  to  subordinate  Councils,  and 
in  1860  united  with  "  The  Columbian."  The  records  of  both 
these  bodies  are  in  existence,  and  have  been  re-published. 

Jeremy  L.  Cross,  who  was  initiated  into  the  Select  Degree 
by  Philip  P.  Eckel,  visited  Baltimore,  made  a  tour  of  the 
Southern  and  Western  States,  lectured  in  all  the  grades  of 
Masonry,  and  conferred  the  degree,  no  doubt  doing  a  profit- 
able trade,  as  many  of  our  brethren  do  at  the  present  time 
with  their  so-called  high  grades,  which  aim  at  the  dismem- 
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berment  of  those  legitimate  degrees  which  Masonry  recog- 
nizes all  the  world  over  as  alune  bearing  the  impress  of 
validity.  Cross,  not  to  be  out-done  in  the  warrant-granting 
line,  conferred  the  degree  on  a  number  of  Royal  Arch  Com- 
panions in  Wind.^br,  Vt.,  issued  a  warrant  for  them  to  open 
a  Council,  and  then  wrote  to  his  muntor,  Eckel,  for  his 
authority  so  to  do.  £ckel  and  his  friend  Hezekiah  Niles 
evidently  counselled  with  one  another,  for  in  the  papera 
belonging  to  Cross,  found  after  his  death,  was  an  authorize 
ation,  dated  27th  May,  1817,  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
Eckel  and  Niles,  giving  power  to  confer  the  Select  Degree 
and  grant  warrants  for  Councils.  In  New  Hampshire  in 
1M5,  and  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1817,  there  were  Councils  of 
Royal  Masters  formed,  without  warrants  however,  and  evi- 
dently voluntary  bodies.  The  members  of  these  bodies 
received  the  Select  Degree  from  Cross  and  amalgamated 
the  two  degrees ;  but  it  was  years  later  that  many  of  Cross' 
Select  Councils  adopted  the  Royal  Degree  as  part  of  their 
system.  Grand  Councils  were  formed  at  various  dates  in 
the  several  States,  and  ultimately  a  National  Convention  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  was  held  in  Buffalo,  in  1877,  at 
which  M.  111.  Companions  Daniel  Spry  and  J.  Ross  Robert- 
EL»n  were  present  on  behalf  of  Canada,  delegates  from  the 
Grand  Council  of  that  jurisdiction.  M.  111.  Companion 
Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Mnine,  presided  over  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  Convention.  The  state  of  the  Rite  was  dis- 
cussed, but  no  deBnite  action  was  taken.  In  1880  another 
convention  of  a  similar  character — representing  nineteen 
Grand  Councils — met  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  organized  "  The 
General  Grand  Council  of  the  United  States." 
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CHAPTER  II. 


The  Opinion  op  Different  Cryptic  Writers  as  to  the  Origin 
AND  Status  of  the  Degrees— Gross'  Claims  Discussed  and 
Criticised. 


RO.  Schultz,  in  his  History  of   Freemasonry  in 
Maryland,  says  that : 


"  Much  obscurity  has  existed  regarding  the  origin  of 
the  Degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  also  as  to 
the  date  when,  and  by  whom,  they  were  introduced  into  this  country. 
It  would  appear  that  the  Royal  Master's  Degree  was  first  known  and 
worked  in  the  Eastern  States,  while  the  Select  Degree  was  first  known, 
and  at  a  much  earlier  period,  in  the  Southern  and  Middle  States. 
Nearly  all  the  early  Masonic  writers  of  the  country  concede  that 
Philip  P.  Eckel  and  Hezekiah  Niles  of  Baltimore  had,  at  an  early 
period,  the  control  of,  at  least,  the  Select  Degree,  and  that  from  them 
emanated  the  authority  under  which  it  was  introduced  into  many  of 
the  other  jurisdictions  of  the  country." 

In  an  article  in  Cole's  Ahiman  Rezon  (1817),  written  by 
Brother  Hezekiah  Niles  on  the  Select  l)egree,  occurs  the 
following : 

'^  Though  this  beautiful  Degree  is  known  to  some  persons  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  we  are  not  informed  that  it  is  worked  in 
anywhere  but  Baltimore.  We  have  been  told  that  a  regular  Chapter 
of  the  Select  Degree  was  held  at  Charleston,  S.C.,  many  years  ago,  but 
believe  it  has  declined." 

Bro.  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  speaking  of  the  Select  Degree, 
says: 

"  This  beautiful  Degree  is  comparatively  of  modern  origin,  having 
been  with  the  Degree  of  Royal  Master  in  the  possession  of  a  dis- 
tinguished Chief  in  the  State  of  Maryland  as  a  purely  honorary  Degree, 
elucidatory  of  and  appendant  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  by  him 
conferred  without  fee  ;  he  delegated  authority  to  others  to  use  them 
in  the  same  way,  until  the  year  1824,  when  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland,  with  his  consent,  took  charge  of  the  degrees  and  ordered 
them  to  be  given  before  the  Most  Excellent  Master,  where  all  intelli- 
gent workers  in  the  Royal  Arch  must  at  once  perceive  the  propriety 
of  their  location." 

« 

Bro.  Mackey,  in  his  History  of  Freemasonry  in  South 
Carolina,  under  the  head  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  says  : 
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**  For  mAny  yean  there  have  been  three  distinct  olaima  urged  for 
jurisdiction  over  these  degrees  in  America — first  by  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  33rd  Degree  ;  next  by  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters  ; 
and  lastly  by  the  Grand  Councils  composed  of  the  Subordinate  Coun- 
cils of  each  State. 

"Connected  with  this  question  of  jurisdiction  is  another  in  refer- 
ence to  the  historical  origin  of  the  Degrees,  and  as  to  the  person  or 
persons  by  whom  they  were  lirst  introduced  into  America.  The  Masons 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia  contend  that  the  Royal  and  Select  De- 
grees were  introduced  by  Philip  P.  Eckel,  of  Baltimore,  one  of  the 
moat  distinguished  and  enlightened  Masons  of  his  day,  who,  in  1817» 
communicated  them  to  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  and  gave  him  authority  to 
confer  them  in  every  Royal  Arch  Chapter  which  he  might  visit  in  his 
official  character." 

The  following  extracts  are  quoted  from  the  history  of 
Brother  Robert  B.  Folger,  of  New  York  : 

"The  Masons  of  that  d^y  (1810)  were  divided  in  opinion  concerning 
the  proper  place  to  which  these  decrees  (Royal  and  Select)  belonged. 
One  party  preferred  that  they  should  be  kept  separate  and  left  where 
they  were — a  separate  system.  At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  in  1810,  the  whole  matter  then  came  up  for  discussion,  Mr. 
Eckel,  of  Maryland,  taking  a  very  prominent  part  in  advocating  the 
union  of  these  two  degrees  with  the  services  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter. The  discussion  became  warm  and  lasted  the  better  part  of  two 
days,  when  the  motion  to  unite  them  with  the  Chapter  Degrees  was 
rejected.  Whereupon,  immediately  after  the  adjournment,  the  State 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  Masters  was  formed,  and  the  different  Coun- 
cils then  came  under  that  governing  power,  and  continued  so  up  to 
1828.  It  was  this  move  on  the  part  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  in 
refusing  a  recognition  of  those  degrees,  that  determined  Mr.  Cross  in 
his  future  course. 

"Mr.  Eckel,  the  Baltimore  delegate,  than  went  home  ;  and  when 
Cross,  who  at  that  Session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  had  been  ap- 
pointed and  confirmed  as  General  Grand  Lecturer,  started  on  his 
lecturing  tour,  he  stopped  at  Baltimore  and  purchased  and  received 
the  privilege  from  Eckel  and  Niles  to  erect  and  establish  Councils  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  throughout  the  Southern  and  Western 
States.  This  privilege  he  carried  out  pretty  effectually,  beginning  with 
New  Jersey ;  and  all  the  Councils  in  existence  in  those  States  men- 
tioned in  his  narrative  were  established  by  himself,  also  the  Eastern 
States,  except  Rhode  Island." 

Bro.  Schultz,  speaking  of  Maryland,  says  : 

"  From  1824  to  1852,  the  Select  alone  was  worked  in  the  Chapter. 
After  1852,  both  degrees  were  worked  in  Councils  specially  convened 
for  the  purpose,  after  the  Most  Excellent  and  just  before  the  confer- 
ring of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  At  one  period,  however,  they  were, 
as  stated  by  Brother  Dove,  conferred  before  the  Most  Excellent.  Such 
was  the  practice  and  teachings  regarding  the  Council  degrees  in  this 
jurisdiction,  until  the  year  1872,  when,  for  the  purpose  of  being  '  in 
unison  '  with  the  msjority  of  the  States  who  had  regular  Grand  Coun- 
cil organizations,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  in  1872,  passed  th» 
following  resolution : 
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"  *  Reaolytd,  That  all  the  Subordinate  Chaptera  in  thii  juriidiotion 
are  prohibited  from  oonferring  any  other  degrees  than  those  of  Mark 
Master,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master  and  Ruyal  Arch.' 

*'  Although  the  Council  degrees  were  not,  properly  speaking,  con- 
ferred  by  the  Chapters,  but  in  Councils  separate  from  the  Chapters, 
yet  the  resolution  of  the  Qrand  Chapter  was  regarded  as  prohibitory 
of  such  a  course,  and  the  degrees  ceased  to  be  given  by  the  Chapters. 
Councils  were  subsequently  formed,  and  on  May  12th,  1874,  the  re- 
presentatives  from  hve  Councils  organized  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Maryland." 

Brother  Schultz,  after  quoting  the  extracts  given  says  that : 

"  The  general  belief  seemed  to  be  that  the  control  of  the  Royal  and 
Select  Degrees  was  vested  in  Eckel  and  Niles/' 

but  he  adds  : 

"  We  think  Brothers  Dovp,  Mackey,  Folger,  and  othero,  make  a 
great  mistake  in  coupling  the  Royal  Master's  degree  with  the  Select, 
in  connection  with  the  names  of  Eckel  and  Nilea  ;  for  there  is  no  evi- 
dence whatever  to  show  that  these  brethren  ever  exercised  or  claimed 
control  of  the  Royal  Master's  Degree,  or  that  they  were  even  in  pos- 
session of  that  degree,  at  the  periods  named  by  them." 

The  Warrants  issued  prior  to  1819,  by  Cross,  authorized 
the  Companions  "  to  form  themselves  into  a  regular  Council 
of  Select  Masters,"  but  after  the  date  named,  "  the  High 
Powers  in  him  vested  by  the  Grand  Council  at  Baltimore," 
were  enlarged  to  include  the  Royal  Master's  Degree. 
-  Brother  Schultz  holds  that  in  view  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  brethren  of  Baltimore,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  "  enlarged  powers  "  under  which  Cross  claimed  to 
act,  were  not  granted  or  authorized  by  Eckel  and  Niles. 

Cross,  it  is  claimed,  was  expelled  from  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Maryland  for,  as  the  circular  states,  forming  Councils  in- 
dependent of  the  Chapter,  and  abusing  the  authority  dele- 
gated, or  meant  to  be  delegated  to  him.  Brother  Schultz 
asvserts,  however,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  records  which 
shows  that  Cross  was  struck  from  the  rolls.  Cross  established 
a  large  number  of  Councils  in  the  United  States  and  gave 
similar  powers  to  others,  who  also  issued  warrants  for  Coun- 
cils. The  modest  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  was 
asked  from  some  of  those  who  applied  for  warrants,  others 
received  them  for  sums  varying  from  twenty  to  forty  dollars. 

Brother  William  R.  Singleton,  of  Washington,  has  a 
photographc  facsimile  of  the  original  dispensation  or  com- 
mission purporting  to  be  granted  to  Cross  by  Eckel  and 
Niles,  in  which  the  Select  Degree  alone  is  mentioned.  (A 
copy  of  this  document  is  given  in  a  subsequent  chapter.) 

Companion  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Maine,  says  that 
Bro.  Folger's  statement  above  quoted  : 
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"  Is  exceedingly  erroneoni  and  utterly  unreliable.  In  1816  these 
degrees  were  known  to  but  very  few,  and  thdr  proper  place  had  not 
been  discussed.  At  that  date  the  degrees  were  not,  and  never  had 
been,  conferred  as  a  system.  They  were  first  united  by  Jeremy  L. 
GrosK,  in  1818.  The  proceedings  of  the  General  Qrand  Chapter  for 
1816  show  that  the  subject  was  not  before  it  at  all.  There  was  no  two 
days'  discussion,  for  the  body  was  in  session  only  two  days  and  a  short 
time  in  the  morning  of  the  third,  and  the  record  shows  the  continuous 
transaction  of  business,  except  that  the  last  half  of  the  second  day  was 
chitily  devoted  to  an  address  by  the  General  Grand  Chaplain.  Nor 
was  the  State  Grand  Council  of  Royal  M  tsters  formed  immediately 
after  adjournment,  for  it  was  not  formed  till  Jdnuary,  1823,  over  aix 
years  afterward. 

*' Moreover,  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  the  existence,  at 
that  time,  of  a  single  organized  body  of  Select  Masters  in  the  world, 
but  abundant  evidence  to  the  contrary.  There  was  then  in  New  York 
only  one  Council  of  Royal  Masters  in  active  life — Columbian  Council 
in  New  York  City — organized  as  a  voluntary  body  in  1810,  without 
charter  or  warrant  from  any  source.  From  correspondence  of  John 
Harris,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  1815,  it  seems  that  there  had  been  a 
Council  of  Royal  Masters  at  Albany,  but  was  then  dormant  ;  there 
was  also  a  Council  of  Riyal  Masters  at  Hopkinton,  New  Hampshire, 
formed  by  four  Royal  Masters  in  1815,  of  their  own  molion,  and  with- 
out any  warrant.  At  the  sessiim  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  1810, 
these  were  the  only  organized  bodies  of  the  Rite  in  the  North  ;  and  in 
the  South  the  select  degree  was  then  conferred  only  in  temporary 
Councils.  In  fact  I  agree  with  Bro.  Schultz,  that  up  to  that  time  the 
Select  Degree  only  had  been  cultivated  in  the  South,  and  the  Royal 
Degree  only  in  the  North,  except  so  far  as  the  former  had  then  been 
conferred  by  Abram  Jacobs,  and  those  receiving  the  degree  from  him. 
With  this  exception  it  was  Hrst  brought  North  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross. 

"Cross  was  not  appointed  Grand  Lecturer  by  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  but  by  some  of  its  officers  ;  as  liis  correspondence  shows,  he 
did  go  to  Baltimore,  and  undoubtedly  there  received  the  Select  Degree 
from  Eckel,  and  authority  to  confer  the  degree  on  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
but  that  he  purchased  the  authority  there  is  not  the  least  evidence, 
and  I  do  not  believe.  He  then  received  no  authority  to  establish 
Councils,  and  that  idea  was  never  broached  by  him  until  aftc*  his  re- 
turn from  his  Southern  trip  in  the  summer  of  1817,  and  he  had  visited 
Baltimore  and  returned  home  and  found  there  was  then  an  organized 
Council  (of  Royal  Masters)  in  New  York  City.  Then  he  issued  char- 
ters and  sent  them  to  the  places  where  he  had  conferred  the  degrees, 
dating  them  back  ;  but  very  few,  if  any,  bodies  were  organized  under 
those  dated-back  charters. 

"These  facta  relating  to  Cross  I  derive  from  documents  written  at 
the  time  and  in  his  hand-writing,  which  I  have  personally  examined, 
and  of  which  I  have  copies." 

Companion  Drummond  also  states,  on  apparently  good 
authority,  that  Eckel  did  not  receive  the  Royal  Master's 
Degree  until  1819;  that,  in  that  year,  he  and  Bro.  Benjamin 
Edes,  of  Baltimore,  received  it  from  Ebenezer  Wadssworth, 
of  New  York.  Wadsworth's  statement  M-as  that  he  "  assisted 
in  conferring  the  degree  "  on  them.     Schultz  says : 
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**  Thii  is  probablv  true,  for  there  ii  no  mention  of  that  degree  being 
worked  in  this  juriidiotion  in  any  dooument,  or  upon  the  records  of 
the  Grand  Oliupter  or  of  its  subordinates  earlier  than  1850.  Bro. 
Oole,  in  1817,  speaks  of  it  incidentally,  but  not  as  among  the  degrees 
conferred.  The  Stilect  Degree  is  recognized  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  adopted  in  1824,  but  there  is  no  mention  of  the  Iloyal 
Master's  Degree." 

Companion  Driinitnond  says  further: 

'*  At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  in  1817,  Hezekiah 
Niles,  then  Deputy  Grand  His^h  Priest,  sent  in  a  cummuuication  in 
relation  to  the  Select  Degree  ;  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  they 
reported  the  following  reauliitioii,  which  was  adopted  :  Resolved, 
That  all  Royal  Arch  Ch^tpters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  shall  have  power  to  open  and  hold  Chapters  of 
Select  Masters  and  confer  the  Ddirree  of  Select  Master  Mason  on  such 
as  they  may  deem  worthy  of  the  same." 

The  same  year  Cole's  "Ahiman  Rezon  "  (printed  hy  Ben- 
jamin Edes)  was  published,  in  which  a  full  account  of  the 
Select  Degree  and  of  the  mannijr  of  working  it,  is  given, 
written  by  NUes  (though  1  have  heretofore  assumed  it  wa» 
written  by  Ecl'd) ;  and  a  very  biief  account  of  the  degrees 
of  Royal  Master  and  Ark  Master  or  Noachite  is  given,  he 
saying,  "these  are  given  as  meiely  pre|)aratory  and  are 
usually  conferred  iuimediately  buforo  the  solemn  ceremonies 
of  exaltation,"  and  according  to  his  statement  after  the 
Most  Excellent,  which  was  preceded  by  the  Select,  thus 
showing  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  coimection  between 
the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees.  It  may  be  mentioned  in 
passing  that  in  the  second  edition,  published  in  182G,  and 
edited  by  Benjamin  Edes,  the  same  observations  are  made, 
althouijh  the  work  of  these  deijrees  is  enlarged. 

It  would  seem  that  this  piiblication  of  Cole's  created  some 
confusion,  for  at  the  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mary- 
land in  January,  1820,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution 
were  adopted 

"  Whereas  several  Chapters,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  do  consider  it  oblii^atory  to  confer  two  degrees,  to  ivit, 
Royal  Masters  and  Noah'a  Ark,  previous  to  exalting  to  the  degree  of 
Royal  Arch.  And  whereas  the  two  degrees  above  alluded  to  are  very 
imperfectly  understood,  therefore.  Resolved,  That  the  Chapters  work- 
ing under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter  may,  at  their  discre- 
tion, omit  conferring  the  two  said  degrees  previous  to  exalting  to  the 
degree  of  Royal  Arch." 

From  this  it  is  evident  that  both  the  degrees  were  worked 
in  Maryland  before  1824,  under  the  authority  or  acquiescence 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  when  the  Select  was  made  a  consti- 
tutional degree ;  but  were  not  worked  together. 
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Calrndar  op  the  Rite— Who  Originally  Conferred  the  De- 
(iKKH— Their  Intk(>dit«;tion  into  Amekk.'a — Report  ok  the 
Committee  of  the  (jhanu  Chaiter  of  Maryland  as  to 
Oriuin  of  the  Rite. 


In  the   Masonic    calendar  the    Royal  and  Select 
Mjisters  date  from  the  year  in  which  the  Tem- 
ple of  Solomon  was  completed.,  Anno  Depoai- 
tionis  (A..*.  Deps.  .".)  or  "in  the  year  of  the 
To  get  this  date  add  1000  to  the  common  time. 
Thus  1886  and  1000  =  2886. 

Hrdf  a  century  ago  there  were  three  distinct  authorities 
which  claimed  the  ri<:ht  by  antiquity  of  conferring  the  de- 
grees of  Royal  and  Select  Master.  First,  by  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  ;  sec- 
ondly, by  the  Grand  Councils  of  the  Rite  in  various  States 
of  the  American  Union ;  and  thirdly,  by  certain  Grand 
Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  which  claimed  then,  as 
many  claim  to-day,  that  the  Cryptic  Degrees  should  be 
given  within  the  bosom  of  a  Cha])ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
Nearly  sixty  years  ago  there  was  a  discussion  in  relation  to 
the  origin  of  these  degrees,  or  of  one  of  them.  It  commenced 
in  the  following  manner : 

In  1827,  at  the  Annual  Session  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  J.  K.  Stapleton,  submitted 
*'  documents  upon  the  subject  of  the  institution  of  the  Select 
Degree  independent  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter," 
which  were  referred  to  a  committee,  which  recommended 
that  a  circular  be  sent  to  the  several  Grand  Chapters  re- 
Igarding  the  matter.  This  was  adopted,  and  a  copy  of  this 
circular  is  here  inserted : 

\M.  E.  G.  Sir  and  Companions: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Grand  Chapter  over  which  I  have  the  honour 
I  to  preside,  to  address  you,  and  through  you  your  Grand  Chapter, 
[upon  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Degree  of  Select  Mason  ;  a  subject 
Ideemed  by  us  of  sufficient  importance  to  claim  the  particular  attentiooi 
I  of  your  Grand  Chapter. 
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This  D«gree  existed  under  the  authority  of  «  dittingnUhed  chief  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  but  without  the  reontjniz  inoe  of  our  Orand 
Chapter,  fur  many  years  ;  until,  in  the  year  1824,  upon  the  reviai<m  of 
our  Oonetitution,  it  appearing  evident  that  th?  Sjleot  Degree  not  only 
has  an  intimate  oonneotion  with,  but  is  in  a  measure  necessary,  as  pre- 
paratory to,  and  elucidatory  of,  that  of  the  R'lyal  Arch;  it  was  formally 
recognized  by  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  req<iired  to  be  given  by  our 
subordinate  Chapters,  in  its  proper  order,  immediately  precediiiif  that 
of  the  Royal  Arch.  Under  this  arraui^ement  we  have  since  prusfressed 
much  to  our  satisfaction  ;  but  it  is  with  regret  thit  we  have  learned 
that  Councils  or  Chapters  of  Select  Misons  have  been  established  in 
some  of  our  sister  States,  independent  of  Roijal  Arch  Matonry,  avowed- 
ly in  pursuance  of,  but  as  we  are  satisfieJ,  through  a  great  misttike  or 
actual  abuse  of  any  authority  delegated,  or  m  lant  to  ba  delegated,  in 
relation  to  the  Select  Ddj^ree.  We  would  thurofore  bes;  le^ve  respect- 
fully to  recommenl  to  your  Grand  Chapter  the  CDnsiJetation  of  this 
Degree,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  exists,  if  it  does  exist, 
within  your  jurisdiction  ;  with  the  hope  that  you  will  see  it  to  be  for 
the  general  interests  of  the  Craft  to  take  the  said  Degree  under  your 
recognizance  and  contr«>l,  to  whom  of  right  it  bjloiign,  and  thereby  do 
away  with  what  is  fait  to  be  a  grievance  by  those  distinguished  chiefs, 
whose  authority,  deleg>ited  to  a  limited  extent  and  f<»r  special  reasons, 
has  been  perverted  f  >r  sorlid  piirpDsea,  by  tha  creation  of  an  indepen- 
dent order  never  contemplated  by  them  ;  and  which  we  believe  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  best  interuata  of  our  institutions. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

JoH.  K.  Stapletox, 

Orand  Uujh  Priest. 

When  this  circular  wa?  received  by  tliq  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Carolina,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  who  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter : 

"  The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  stited  convocation  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  in  May  laat,  to  take  into  consideration  and 
report  up«m  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  different  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chaptera  of  the  several  States  n-spectively  assuming  jurisdiction 
and  authority  over  the  Royal  and  Select  Master's  Djgrees,  and  to 
which  Committee  were  referred  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Ctiapter  of  Maryland  upon  the  subject,  respectfully  ask  leave  to 
state,  that  they  have  made  extensive  and  cureful  investigation  into  the 
subjects  referred  to  their  c(maiderati'>n,  and  they  offer  the  following 
statement  as  the  result  of  their  enquiries  : 

"They  have  ascertained  that  the  respectable  brothers  and  compan- 
ions. Dr.  F.  Oalcho,  D.*.  Isaac  Auld,  Dr.  James  M>ultrie,  sr.,  and 
Mos^s  C.  Levy,  E^q  ,  with  mitiy  others,  received  their  degrees  in 
Charleston,  in  Februiry,  1783,  in  the  Sublime  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion, then  established  in  this  city  (Charleston),  of  which  body  three  of 
the  above-named  brothers  are  still  living,  venerable  for  their  years 
and  warm  attachment  to  the  glorious  use  of  Fret^masonry,  and  highly 
respected  and  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they  have  so  long  and 
so  honourably  sojourned,  and  they  are  still  members  of  the  same  sub- 
lime body. 
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"  Your  ConmittM  have  farther  aioertained  thai  at  th«  oriRinal  Mtab* 
liihinent  of  the  Onrnd  Oonnoil  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  in  this  diy,  on 
the  20th  of  February,  1788,  by  the  Illustrious  Drothers  Joseph  Myers, 
Barend  M.  Spitzer,  and  A.  F»rst,  Deputy  Inspectors-General,  from 
Frederick  11.,  King  uf  Prussia,  Brother  Myers  then  deposited  in  the 
archives  of  the  said  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  oertiBed 
copies  of  the  said  degrees  from  Berlin,  in  Prussia,  which  were  to  be 
under  the  future  guidinoe  and  fostering  protection  of  the  government 
of  th^  shove  named  presiding  body.  The  above-named  three  respect- 
able  brethren  and  companions  are,  and  have  steadily  been,  membera 
and  officers  of  the  said  body  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  ;  their  evidence 
therefore  must  be  conclusive  upon  these  points. 

"Your  Committee  are  informed  that  the  above-named  Brother 
Myers,  previously  to  his  return  to  Europe,  while  pursuing  his  mercan- 
tile concern!,  resided  some  time  in  several  of  the  cities  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  where  he  communicated  a  knowledge  of  the  degrees  in 
question. 

'*  The  Committee  further  state,  that  the  Grand  Officers  and  the  Sub- 
lime Council  of  Inspectors-General  have  been,  since  1783,  steadily  in 
the  habit  of  conferring  the  degrees  in  ouestion,  under  their  authority 
in  the  Southprn  and  Western  States.  Your  Committee  have  seen  and 
perused  the  first  copy  of  these  degrees  that  ever  came  to  America,  and 
old  copies  of  charters  that  have  been  returned  by  Councils  in  States 
where  Grand  Councils  have  been  formed,  and  the  bodies  turrendering 
have  taken  other  charters  for  conferring  the  degrees  from  such  Grand 
Councils  of  R  lyal  and  Select  M  isters  thus  formed. 

"  From  these  statements  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  will  readily 
perceive  that  these  degrees  have  been  under  a  regular  and  independent 
Masonic  protection  and  authority  for  more  than  forty-six  years,  and 
thnt  they  were  thus  circumstanced  in  the  United  States  of  America  at 
a  period  long  antecedent  to  the  establiihnient  of  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapters,  or  even  ot'  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  any  part  of  the 
world." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  circular  and  report  are  both 
substantially  correct.  They  are  sustained  by  various  addi- 
tional facts,  some  of  which  have  recently  come  to  light. 
Whether  the  degrees  came  from  Prussia  to  Charleston  or 
Baltimore,  or  neither,  is  not  certain.  The  probability  that 
they  came  through  Francken  or  Morin,  or  both,  is  very 
strong.     Some  of  the  additional  facts  will  be  given. 

Brother  Schultz  published  an  old  document  which  settles 
[the  question  as  to  the  source  from  which  Philip  P.  Eckel  and 
jHezekiah  Niles  derived  their  authority  to  confer  the  Select 
jDegree,  for  it  is  evident  that  the.se  brethren  never  claimed 
[control  of  the  Royal  Master's  Degree.  The  document  is  as 
follows : 

"  Whkreas,  In  the  year  of  the  Temple  2792,  our  Thrice  Illustrious 
■Brother,  Henry  Wilmans,  Grand  Elect,  Select,  Perfect  Sublime  Mtson, 
iGrand  Inspector-General,  and  Grand  Master  of  Chapters  of  the  Royal 
lArch,  Grand  Elect  and  Perfect  Masters'  Lodges  and  Councils,  Knight 
lof  the  East,  Prince  of  Jerusalem,  Patriarch  Noachite,  Knight  of  the 
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Sun  and  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret,  did  by  and  in  virtue  of  the 
powers  in  him  legally  vested,  establish,  ordain,  erect  and  support  a 
Grand  Council  of  Select  Masons  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  wrought 
therein  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  Cr&ft  and  to  the  profitable  extension 
and  elucidation  of  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  — and  whereas  we,  the 
subscribers  to  these  presents,  are  by  regular  succession  possessors  of 
all  the  rights,  privileges  and  iminunities  and  powers  vested  in  any 
way  whatsoever  in  the  said  Grand  Council  of  Select  Masons,  consider- 
ing the  great  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the  Craft  in  an  exten- 
sion of  the  knowledge  of  the  Royal  Secret  as  introductory  to,  and 
necessary  for,  the  better  understanding  of  the  Superior  Degrees  ; 

"  Know  all,  whom  it  may  concern,  that  we  do  hereby  authorize  and 

empower  our  trusty  and  beloved  Companions K.S., 

KT.,  H.A of  the 

same,  to  open  and  to  hold  a  Chapter  of  Select  Masons  in  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  under  such  by-laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  enacted 
and  eotablished  for  the  government  of  the  same,  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing rules  and  regulations  : 

"  Art.  Ist.  The  Degree  of  Select  Mason  shall  not  be  conferred  on  any 
one  that  has  not  passed  the  Chair  and  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
Mark  Master  Mason,  nor  sha'l  it  be  conferred  for  a  less  sum  than 
dollars. 

"  Art.  2nd.  The  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Chapter  shall  pay  due 
obedience  to  any  regulations  of  the  Grand  Council  which  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  the  rules  of  the  Order,  and  duly  respect  the  Officers  and 
Chiefs  thereof  ;  and  the  three  chief  Officers  of  said  Chapter  shall,  in 
virtue  of  said  offices,  constitute  a  part  and  be  Members  of  the  Grand 
Council.     The  said  Council  shall  not  levy  or  receive  of  any  Chapter 

more  than dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  the  Secretary's 

fees  for  Warrants,  Dispensations,  or  other  Official  Writings,  which 
shall  in  no  cuse  exceed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  labour  and 
trouble  of  furnishing  the  same. 

'*  Art.  3rd.  In  case  the  G.  R.  A,  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
and  District  of  Columbia,  or  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  shall  assume  and  take  charge  of  the  Degree  of  Select  Masons, 
then  and  in  that  case  all  power  and  authority  under  these  presents 
shall  cease  and  determine  forthwith,  provided  a  charter  of  recognition 
is  granted  to  this  Chapter. 

"  Art.  4th.  The  three  Chief  Officers  of  the  Chapter  must,  and  always 
shall  be,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

"Art.  5th.  Select  Masons  made  under  the  authority  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  and  by  the  Uigh  Priest  thereof  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be  acknowledged 
and  received  as  such  by  said  Select  Chapter,  which  Chapter  shall  be 
known  by  the  name  of Chapter  of  Select  Masons  No.  1. 

"  In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  Signed  our  names  and  affixed  the 
Seal  of  the  Grand  Council,  thus 

•'Philip  P.  Eckel, 

"H.    NiLES." 

Brother  Schultz,  whose  history  wo  have  quoted  so  freely, 
says : 

' '  It  will  be  noticed  that  all  that  was  needed  to  make  this  document 
effective  was  the  filling  in  of  dates,  names  of  officers,  and  the  price  to 
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be  charged  for  conferring  the  degree.  From  some  cause  the  dispensa- 
tion  was  not  used  ;  but  the  fact  is  fully  and  emphatically  stated  by 
Eckel  and  Niles,  under  their  hand  and  seal,  that  theywere^  *by  regidar 
sHCcession,  possessors  of  all  the  rights^  piivUeges,  and  immnnities  and 
powers  vested  in  any  way  whatsoever  in  the  said  Grand  Cotmcil  of  Select 
Masotis'  which  hiul  been  instituted  in  the  Oity  of  Baltimore  in  the 
year  17^2  by  Henry  Wilmans,  'Grand  Inspector-General.'  " 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  document  was  not  dated,  as 
[the  time  when  it  was  made  has  an  important  bearing  upon 
[its  historic  value  in  many  respects.     But  its  contents,  in 
[connection  with  known  history,  throw  much  light  upon  it. 
The  District  of  Columbia  was  not  known  by  that  name 
bill  1800,  and  but  little  was  known  of  the  General  Grand 
chapter  till  181G,  when  for  the  tirst  time  it  was  recognized 
in  Maryland.     It  will  be  shown  hereafter  that  when  Cross 
jot  authority  from  Eckel  and  Niles,  in  181G,  to  confer  de- 
crees, the  idea  of  establishing  bodies  of  the  Rite  had  not 
then  been  conceived ;  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland 
lid   "  assume  and   take   charge   of   the   degree  of  Select 
iMasons"  in  1824.    These  facts  establish  that  this  document 
)riginated  between  1816  and  1824,  and  probably  near  the 
latter  date ;  and  that  the  reason  for  not  usincr  it  was  the 
issumption  of  authority  over  the   Select  Degree  by  the 
rrand  Chapter  of  Maryland  in  1824. 

We  must  not  be  misled  by  the  term  "  Grand  Council." 
^'he  bodies  in  which  the  degrees  were  conferred  were  called 
[•  Giand  Councils  "  up  to  about  1817.  This  appears  from  the 
foregoing  document,  and  Columbian  Council  in  New  York 
ityled  itself  "  Columbian  Grand  Council."  The  officers 
^ere  styled  "  Grand  "  in  the  ritual. 
In  corroboration  of  the  statement  made  in  the  report  to 
le  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina,  we  have  the  follow- 
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1.  A  manuscript  record  of  Brother  Peter  Snell,  who  was, 
1827,  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council,  contained  the 
^Rowing  memorandum : 

["Supreme  Council  Chamber,  Charleston,  S.C,  February,  10,  1827. 
[hereby  certify  that  the  detached  degrees,  called  Royal  and  Select 
Taster,  or  Select  Masons  of  27,  were  regularly  given  by  the  Sublime 
rand   Lodge  of  Perfection  yNo.  2  in  the  U.S.A.)  estabHshed  by  Bro- 
Br  Isaac  Da  Costa,  in  Charleston,  in  February,  1783,  one  of  the  ori- 
lal  members  of  which,  M.  I.  Brother  Moses  C.  Levy,  is  still  alive, 
|d  a  member  of  it  to  this  day,  without  ceasing  to  be  so  for  a  day. 
Sd  further,  that  at  the  first  establishment  of  a  Grand  Council  of 
inces  of  Jerusalem,  in  Charleston,  in  February,  1788,  by  the  Illus- 
ions Ddputy  Inspectors-General,  Joseph  Myers,  B.  M.  Spitzer  and 
Furst,  Brother  Myers  (who   succeeded  Brother  Da  Costa,  after 
B 
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his  deoeaae)  deposited  a  certified  copy  of  the  dogrees  from  Berlin, 
Prussia,  to  be  under  the  guidance  and  fostering  protection  of  the 
government  of  the  above  Grand  Council  of  the  Princes  of  Jerusalem." 

The  Brother  Myers  referred  to  in  the  above  paragraph 
was  sometimes  called  '  Joseph  M.  Myers.' 

"  Brother  Myers,  shortly  after  this  (February  20,  1788)  resided 
some  time  in  Norfolk,  Richmond  and  Baltimore,  previous  to  his  re- 
moval to  Europe,  and  he  communicated  a  knowledge  of  these  degrees 
to  a  number  of  brethren  in  these  cities.  The  original  copy  is  still  in 
my  keeping ;  and  agreeably  to  the  obligations  of  the  same,  and  the 
Grand  Constitutions  governing  those  degrees,  viz  :  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  27,  it  is  correct  and  lawful  to  give  them  either  to  Sublime 
Masons,  who  have  arrived  to  the  Knights  of  the  Ninth  Arch  (13th 
degree),  or  to  companions  of  the  Third  Arch,  Royal  Arch  Masons." 

2.  There  is  extant  a  ritual  of  the  Select  Degree  purporting 
to  be  made  in  1803  by  J.  Billeaud.  Bro.  Drummond  has 
examined  it,  had  it  copied,  and  has  no  doubt  of  its  genuine- 
ness, and  that  it  is  the  copy  of  a  ritual  then  in  use.  It  came 
to  him  from  Companion  Wilmot  G.  DeSaussure,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  had  it  from  Bro.  John  H.  Honour,  for  a  long  i 
time  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the! 
Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  it 
came  from  his  predecessor  in  that  office,  among  the  archives 
of  that  Supreme  Council.     He  says : 

"  There  is  no  reference  in  this  ritual  to  any  governing  authority 
whatever,  nor  to  any  degree  of  Masonry  save  the  third  degree.     It 
recognized  no  permanent  body  whatever,   but  it  is  a  ritual  of  a   '  de-  ^ 
tached '  or  '  side '  degree  in  every  respect." 

3.  He  also  has  a  copy  of  a  ritual  of  both  degrees  bearing 
the  certificate  of  Moses  Holbrook,  dated   February  lOth. 
1829,  in  nearly  the  same  words  as  the  one  above  attributed 
to  Brother  Snell.     By  a  certificate,  dated  a  few  months  lateri 
it  appears  that  Brother  Holbrook  adopted  that  of  Brother! 
Snell. 

"  Bro.  Drummond  says  that  '  the  ritual  annexed  is  certainly  noti| 
copy  of  the  one  deposited  in  the  archives  in  1783,  for  the  ritual  of  tliel 
Select  Degree  refers  to  the  Royal  Degree,  and  moreover  both  of  theiD| 
recognize  the  Supreme  Council  as  the  governing  authority  of  the  de-: 
grees,  and  that  body  did  not  exist  till  1801.  A  comparison  of  thiil 
ritual  with  that  of  1803  shows  that  the  former  is  a  revision  of  the^ 
latter  with  only  verbal  changes,  »nd  the  addition  of  declaring  allej 
giance  to  the  Supreme  Council  aua  the  prohibition  of  conferring  thi^ 
Select  Degree  on  any  one  below  the  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,; 
The  introduction  says  the  Select  Degree  follows  the  Royal  Master- 
Degree  ;  but  the  ritual  is  inconsistent  with  that.  And  the  allusions  M 
the  Royal  Arch  Decree,  to  the  Royal  Master's  Degree,  and  to  the  6i>| 
preme  Council,  are  evident  interpolations.     This  seems  to  sustain  tKI 
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assertion  of  Companion  Staplaton,  of  Maryland,  that  the  allusion 
to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  first  interpolated  by  Cross  for  mercenary 
purposes.'" 

Finally,  in  an  official  document  issued  by  the  Southern 

Supreme  Council  under  date  of  Oct.  10,  1802,  an  original  of 

which,  with  actual  signatures  and  seals,  is  in  the  archives  of 

khe   Supreme   Council  of  the   Northern  Jurisdiction,  and 

1  which  was  published  in  its  proceedings  for  1871,  page  79,  is 

[the  following  statement : — "  Besides   those   degree?,  which 

ire  in  regular  succession,  most  of  the  Inspectors  are  in  pos- 

[session  of  a  number  of  detached  degrees,  given  in  different 

)arts  of  the  world,  and  which  they  generally  communicate, 

free  of  expense,  to  those  brethren  who  are  high  enough  to 

mderstand  them,  such  as  Selec*i  Masons  of  Twenty-Seven 

md  the  Royal  Arch,  as  given  under  the  Constitution  of 

>ublin.     Six  degrees  of  Maeonnerie  D'adoption,  Compagnon 

fEcossais,  Le  Maitre  Ecossais,  and  Le  Grand  Maitre  Ecossais, 

EC,  &c.,  making  in  the  aggregate  52  degrees."    And  in  an 

)ration  delivered  the  next  year,   Dr.   Dalcho   repeats  the 

jtatement. 

Bro.  Schultz  concludes  his  discussion  as  follows  : 

"This  document,  in  connection  with  the  Rales  and  Regulations  of 
the  Lodge  of  Perfection  which  have  been  quoted,  leaves  no  room  for 
loubt  that  Wi'mans  was  an  Inspector  of  the  Rite  of  Perfection,  and 
that  he  exercised  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  in  1792  the  powers  claimed 
yy  such  Inspectors.  But  from  whom  did  Wilmans  acquire  his  powers 
)f  '  Grand  Inspector-General,'  and  the  authority  'to  establish,  ordain, 
erect  and  support  a  Chapter  of  Select  Masons  ? ' 

"  We  regret  we  cannot  answer  the  question,  nor  could  the  learned 

brethren  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  to  whom  we  applied.     The 

lame  of  Wilmans  dues  not  appear  upon  any  register  or  document  in 

^he  archives  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  or 

ipon  any  other  known  document  or  record  containing  the  names  of 

~ie  early  Inspectors.     The  fact  that  in  both  the   documents  he  is 

tyled  '  Grand  Inspector-General,'  while  those  deriving  their  powers 

rem  Morin  are  styled   'Deputy  Inspectors,'  led  to  the  s<ipposition 

"lat  he  might  have  derived  his  powers  from  Europe  ;  acting  upon 

^hich  supposition,  letters  were  addressed  to  the  Grand  Lodges  at 

lerlin  and  Bremen.     While  the  result  of  the  correspondence  which 

isued  was  of  an  interesting  nature,  nothing  in  regard  to  his  Masonic 

karacter  could  be  learned.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  Wilmans  was  a 

itive  of  Bremen,  and  that  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  ia 

iltimore  as  early  at  least  as  the  year  1700.     The  first  mention  of  his 

ime  on  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  in  connection  with  Con- 

brdia  Lod^e  in  1793,  of  which  he  was  appointed  the  first  or  Charter 

faster.     In  the  same  year  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 

the  following  year  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in   Maryland.     The 

^ster  of  the  Old  Zion  Lutheran  church  of  this  city  shows  that  he 

ad  in  1795.     In  an  MS.  book  of  Moses  Holbrouk,  cf  South  Carolina, 
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written  in  1829,  it  is  stated  that  Joseph  Myers,  a  Deputy  Inspector- 
General,  deposited  in  the  year  1788,  in  the  archives  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  at  Charleston,  *  a  certified  copy  of 
the  Royal  and  Select  Masters'  Degrees  received  from  Berlin.'    This  is 
evidently  an  error  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Royal  Master's  Degree. 
As  intimated,  the  De^^ree  was  first  known  in  the  Eastern  States,  and 
the  earliest  re^ta&Je  mention  of  it  there,  is  in  the  year  1809..    Bro. 
Holbrook  wrote  his  book  in  1829,  at  which  time  both  degrees  were 
conferred  at  Charleston,  and  naturally  he  connected  the  two  in  his 
statement ;  making  a  similar  error  that  others  do  when  stating  that 
Eckel  and  Niles  claimed  the  control  of  the  Royal  Master's  Degree. 
The  book  referred  to  contains  also  the  statement,  that  somewhere  about 
the  year  1788  Joseph  Myers  was  for  a  time  located  in  Baltimore.     Did 
Wilmans  receive  the  Select  Degree  from  Myers,  or  did  Myers  receive 
it  from  Wilmans  ?    If  the  degree  came  from  Berlin,  it  is  quite  probable 
that  Wilmans  brought  it  with  him,  as  he  came  from  Germany  about 
the  time  mentioned  for  the  deposit  in  the  MS.  of  Holbrook.    There  is 
a  tradition  existing  in  the  Eastern   States  that  Eckel  received  the 
degrees  from  a  Prussian  temporarily  sojourning  in  Baltimore.     The 
period  of  Wilman's  residence  in  Baltimore  was  perhaps  not  over  eight 
years,  and  with  some  propriety  he  might  have  been  regarded  as  si 
sojourner — and  a  Prussian.     It  is  stated,  but  upon  what  authority  wel 
know  not,    that  the  Royal  and  Select   Degrees  were  conferred  b; 
Andrew  Frannken  at  Albany  in  1767,  and  that  he  conferred  them  upon  J 
Samuel  Stringer  who  afterwards  removed  to  Maryland  ;  but  we  have'; 
not  been  able  to  find  this  name  upon  any  of  the  records  of  this  jurisv 
diction.     These  statements  or  traditions,  it  will  be  seen,  all  point  toi 
Maryland  as  the  source  from  whence  the  Select  Degree  or  (as  thex 
writers  will  have  it)  Royal  Master's  Degree,  also  was  subsequently  in-. 
troduced  into  other  parts  of  the  country.     Brother  Folger  says  Eckel, 
at  the  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  advocated  '  the  union  oij 
the  degrees  with  the  services  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.'     This  hv| 
always  been  the  opinion  of  the  Companions  of  Maryland." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Conclusions  Arpived  at  by  Dr.  Mackev  as  to  the  Introduc- 
tion OR  THE  Rite — An  Extract  Suowino  why  Cross  Received 
THK  Select  Deqree. 

?HE  conclusions  formed  by  Dr.  Mackey  are  essen- 
tial to  this  work,  and  although  he  had  not  all 
the  information  or  knowledge  that  other  writers 
have,  still  his  views  are  of  great  value.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  extracts 

riven  in  this  book  appear  now  for  the  first  time  in  print, 

md  explain  away  many  inaccuracies  relating  to  the  Cryptic 

Lite. 
The  late  Dr.  Mackey  some  years  ago  stated  his  conclusions 

IS  follows : 

'  We  gather  the  foUuwiiig  results  aa  to  the  hiitory  of  the  iniroduc* 
kion  uf  these  degrees  into  the  United  States  : 

"1.  The  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  were  originally  brought 

to  this  country  by  an  Inspector-General  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 

tite,  in  the  year  1788,  deposited  by  him  in  the  archives,  and  placed 

mder  the  control  of  the  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  which  was 

organized  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  that  year. 

"2.  These  degrees  were  at  first   conferred  in  Charleston,    by  the 
/ouncil  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  aa  '  detached  degrees,'  or  what  in 
lore  modern  phrase  would  be  called  'side  degrees '  of  the  Ancient 
id  Accepted  Rite. 

"3.  They  were  disseminated  over  the  whole  country  by  agents  or 
spresentatives  of  this  Rite,  who  conferred  them  on  any  qualitied  per- 
)ns  whom  they  pleased  to  select,  but  always  with  the  administration 
~  a  pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Rite. 

"4.  Charters  were  granted  by  these  agents  of  the  Supreme  Council 

>r  the  establishment  of  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  in  dif- 

rent  States,  which  Councils  subsequently  united  in  the  formation  of 

kate  Grand  Councils,  and  threw  oti'  their  allegiance  to  the  Supreme 

}uncil  of   the  Ancient  and   Accepted  Rite.     I  do   not  believe  that 

utera  were  ever  granted  immediately  and  directly  by  the  Supreme 

>uncil.  I  think  that  they  were  always  issued  in  its  nume  by  its  agents, 

lo  were  empowered  so  to  do  by  a  general  warrant.     Thus  I  have  been 

ibled  to  trace  the  original  Councils  of  Alabama  lo  the  action  of  John 

fcrker,  who  was  an  authorized  agent  of  the  Supreme  Council.     Per- 

|ps  more  work  was  done  in  this  way  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  under  the 

le  claim,  than  by  any  other  man  in  the  United  States. 
I"  In  this  manner  the  control  of  these  degrees  has  been  gradually  but 
rmanently  taken  from  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
)ted  Rite,  and  they  have  uow  become  a  constituent  part  of  what  is 
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beginnin({  to  be  called  the  American  Rite,  to  which,  indeed,  they  pro> 
perl^  belong,  since  they  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  illus- 
tration of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

"  The  Inspectors-General  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  at  least 
in  the  Southern  Council,  still  claim,  although  they  very  seldom  exer- 
cise it,  the  right  to  confer  these  degrees  on  qualified  persons,  and  it  can 
hardly  be  denied  that  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  so  made,  would  b» 
legal  and  regular.  To  doubt  it  would  be  to  throw  suspicion  on  the  le- 
gality of  every  Council  and  every  Select  Master  of  the  present  day^ 
since  they  derive  their  existence  from  founders  originally  made  in  this 
way  by  Inspectors-General.  If  the  fountain  is  defiled,  we  can  hardly 
expect  that  the  streams  which  flow  from  it  should  be  pure. 

"  This  connection  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  with 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  will  readily  account  for  the  resem- 
blance which  is  found  in  these  degrees,  in  phraseology  and  symbolism, 
to  that  Rite.  Their  legends,  however,  assimilate  them  more  closely 
to  the  Royal  Arch  of  the  York  and  American  Rites,  than  to  the  cor- 
responding Knights  of  the  Ninth  Arch  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Rite.  Hence,  in  making  them  them  the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees  of 
the  American  Rite,  it  must  be  admitted  that  Masonic  ritualists  have 
put  them  in  the  right  place." 

Bro.  Mackey's  statement  that  the  Supreme  Council  never 
granted  charters  for  Councils  directly  was  probably  correct 
when  he  made  it,  but  in  18G0  it  granted  charters  to  four 
Councils  in  Arkansas. 

The  tradition  in  the  Eastern  States  that  Eckel  received 
the  degrees  from  a  Prussian  temporarily  residing  in  Baltimore 
came  from  that  city.  It  is  substantially  stated  in  a  letter  to 
the  Masonic  Review  from  Baltimore  in  1849. 

Pertinent  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  chapter  we  give  a 
copious  extract  from  the  minutes  of  Columbia  Chapter, 
Washington,  embracing  a  letter  from  Companion  Stapleton, 
on  the  action  of  Cross,  with  the  reason  why  he  received  the 
Select  Degree. 

EXTRAI    '  FROM  MiNUTES  OF  COLUMBIA   CHAPTER  No.  15,  WASHINGTON, 

D.C. 

A  Letter  from  J.  K.  Stapleton,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  February  15,  1S^7. 

*  *  *  *  "  You  state  in  your  note  that  Potomac  Chapter,  and 
also  in  the  Chapter  at  Alexandria,  they  uniformly  confer  the  Select 
before  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Why  should  they  not  do  so,  when  it 
is  strictly  in  conformity  to  the  point  in  the  Select  degree  that  you  will 
not  penetrate  the  Ninth  Arch  until  legally  authorized  so  to  do.  The 
tie  was  made  by  J.  L.  Cross  for  sinister  and  mercenary  purposes,  as  the 
fact  is  well  known  to  many  of  the  older  Companions,  our  worthy  and 
distinguished  Companions  P.  P.  Eckle,  H.  S.  Keating,  and  Henry 
Niles,  then  holding  office  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  did  moat 
graciously  (after  joining  the  General  Grand  Chapter  for  the  United 
States)  confer  on  said  J.  L.  Cross,  who  had,  by  the  commission  from 
that  General  Grand  Body,  been  appointed  their  Grand  Lecturer,  come 
to  Baltimore  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  Select  degree,  as  it  fur- 
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Washington, 


•nary  15,  18^7. 


nished  a  link  of  connection  with  the  Royal  Arch,  which  was  wantin({  to 
complete  the  chain  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

'*  [  am  assured  positively,  having  received  the  declaration  in  person 
from  those  Companions,  that  the  only  authority  they  invested  Cross 
with  was  under  a  Royal  Arch  Warrant,  his  visits  as  Grand  Lecturer 
might  place  him,  he  was  authorized  to  confer  the  Select  degree,  and 
thereby  complete  this  sublime  privilege  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  but 
without  fee  or  reward,  further  than  the  remuneration  they  might  grant 
him  as  the  General  Grand  Lecturer,  his  time  so  spent  among  them. 
Kow  mark  the  conduct  of  this  man.  As  soon  as  he  was  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, what  did  he  do  /  Furgct  his  solemn  obligations  to  Ecklo, 
Keating  and  Niles,  and  set  up  shop  for  himself  ;  he  found  it  as  a 
source  of  protit,  and  obtained,  it  is  presumed,  many  thousand  dollars 
for  conferring  the  Select  degree,  but  also  issued  Warrants  for  confer- 
ring the  sime  at  twenty-five  dollars  each,  and  in  this  manner  was  the 
South,  West,  North  and  East  furiiiahed  by  him  and  the  Select  degree 
dispersed  over  the  United  States.  He  established  Councils  and  Grand 
Councils  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  our  Worthy  Chief,  and  made 
matters  worse  by  the  implication  of  them  as  receiving  $20  of  the  $25, 
when  I  assure  you  they  never  exacted  a  dollar  or  received  one  from 
him.  In  the  year  182i)  I  had  the  honour  to  represent  Maryland  in  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  iit  New  York,  when  the 
matter  was  brought  before  them,  and  the  result  was,  that  all  Councils 
in  States  where  no  Grand  Council  was  instituted  were  desired  to  sur- 
render tlieir  {*  *  *)  (Ot  Warrants  so  issued  and  confer  the  degree  un- 
der the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  in  the  order  laid  down  in  Maryland. 
It  then  comes  out  that  Cross  had  not  only  issued  these  Warrants,  but 
made  Deputies  under  him  for  conferring  and  lecturing  in  this  degree. 
The  tie  was  by  him  used,  and  hundreds  no  doubt  took  it,  as  is  usual, 
without  being  aware  of  its  propriety.  Maryland  has  laid  down  the 
regulations,  and  as  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  you  and  all  others  under  her  jurisdiction  are  by  law  released 
as  a  tie  unconstitutional  in  our  State.  I  make  these  commentaries  not 
out  of  disregard  to  Cross,  Delafield,  or  any  other  Companion,  who, 
under  the  obligations  taken  beyond  our  Constitution,  are  surely  en- 
titled to  their  opinion,  as  those  under  our  Grand  Chapter  are  entitled 
to  consideration  and  respect  by  them.  I  regret  the  many  discrepan- 
cies apparent  among  the  Masons  of  the  present  day.  Formerly  more 
order  and  obedience  were  paid  to  those  in  authority  ;  we  go  ahead  by 
steam,  and  any  now  fancies  which  talent  and  address  present,  are  too 
eagerly  received  and  tolerated.  I  hope  to  have  the  subject  of  the  Select 
degree  settled,  and  had  fully  intended  it  should  be  taken  up  in  Grand 
Chapter  last  November,  but  the  Grand  Chapter  was  adjourned  (while 
I  had  retired  for  the  eveninjj)  quite  un'^xpectedly  to  me,  and  1  am  not 
sure  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  ciU  it  together  before  I  leave  for  Col- 
umbus next  September,  to  finally  settle  the  question  and  take  the  in- 
struction of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States. 

"  Believe  me,  with  great  regard, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  K.  Stapleton,  G.H.P." 


<•  This  word  is  "  bound  "  in  the  ininutep,  but  was  e\idently  "  Council ' 
the  letter. 


in 


CHAPTER  V. 


An  unpublished  ms.  op  C(>mpanion  Josiah  H.  Drummond — Some 

j^ facts  about  the  eably  hlstory  of  the  rite  and  many  disputed 

points  settled. 


>HE  following  is  an  extract  from  a  history  of  these 
degrees  prepared  by  Brother  Josiah  H.  Drum- 
mond  in  1875  (with  some  modifications  since 
made),  but  never  published.     He  was  led  to  the 
preparation  of  it  by  the  discovery  of  the  orig- 
inal records  of  Columbian  Council  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  the  original  intention  was  to  publish  those  records  and 
this  history  as  an  appendix  to  them : 

"  In  1762,  Stephen  Morin  was  in  Jama'*ca  with  a  patent  purporting 
^o  have  been  issued  May  27,  1701,  by  the  '  Supreme  Council  of  Prince 
Masons  '  in  Paris,  with  full  power  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Perfect  and 
Sublime  Masonry,  establish  bodies,  and  authorize  others  to  do  the 
same,  anywhere  in  the  New  World.  The  same  year  he  appointed 
Henry  Andrew  Francken  with  the  same  powers  in  North  America. 
Francken  established  a  Logde  of  Perfection  at  Albany  in  1707,  and 
conferred  the  higher  degrees  upon  several  brethren. 

"  It  has  been  stated,  and  tradition  has  it,  that  he  conferred  these 
degrees  also.  But  ri^ht  here  I  desire  to  say  that  in  most  of  the  dis- 
cussiona  concerning  these  degrees,  it  has  been  assumed  that,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  Jtow;  grouped  together,  they  always  were.  In  1870  I  made 
the  suggestion  that  they  had  not  always  been  connected,  and  that 
much  of  the  confusion  that  had  arisen  about  them  was  occasioned  by 
this  erroneous  assumption.  The  minutes  of  Columbian  Council  prove 
the  correctness  of  this  suggestion. 

*'  To  return  to  Francken.  I  h;vve  seen  a  portion  of  the  records  of  the 
Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Albany,  but  I  do  not  find  any  mention  of  either 
of  these  degrees.  Further  investigation  may  find  such  record  ;  but  the 
want  of  it  does  not  demonstrate  that  these  degrees  were  not  conferred, 
for  they  did  not  belong  to  the  regular  series  of  degrees  conferred  by 
him  ;  but  if  either  was  conferred,  it  was  as  a  '  detached  '  or  '  side  '  de- 
gree. 

"  Francken  conferred  his  degrees  upon  Moses  M.  Hayes,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  invested  him  with  powers  similar  to  those  possessed  by 
himself.  It  is  also  stated  that  Hayes  conferred  the  now-called  Cryptic 
degrees  in  Massachusetts  and  Rtiode  Island. 

"  Hayes  appointed  Isaac  Da  Costa  as  Deputy  Inspector- General  for 
South  Carolina,  and  he  formed  the  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Charleston, 
in  1783.     Da  Costa  died  soon  after,  and  Hayes  appointed  Joseph  M. 
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Myors^  in  his  stead  ;  also  Solomon  Bush  for  Pennsylvania ;   and  Ba- 
rend  M.  -  [.it zer  for  Georgia 

••  On  Juno  25th,  1781,  a  '  Grand  Chapter '  was  held  in  Philadelphia, 
pt  which  there  were  present,  according  to  the  record, 
Thrice  Puissant  Solomon  Buah,  Deputy  General- Inspector  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  chair. 
Thrice  Puissant  Isaac  Da  Costa,  Grand  Warden  and  Inspector-General 

for  VVest  Indies  and  North  America. 
Thrice  Puissant  Simon  Nathan,  Deputy  Grand-Inspector  for  North 

Carolina. 
Thrice  Puissant  Samuel  Myers,  Deputy  Grand-Inspector  for  the  Lee- 
ward Islands. 
Thrice  Puissant  Barend   M.    Spitzer,    Deputy   Granl-Inspector  for 

Georgia. 
[Thrice  Puissant  Thomas  Randall,  Deputy  Grand-Inspector  for  New 

Jersey. 

I  Thrice  lUustrtous  Benjamin  Seixap,  Prince  of  Jerusalem. 
Thrice  Illustrious  Moses  Cohen,  Sovereign  Knight  of  the  Sun. 
[Thrice  Illustrious  Myer  M.  Cohen,  Sovereign  Knight  of  the  Sun. 

"  At  the  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Lodge  of  Perfection,  October 
2,  1782,  among  those  present  was,  as  the  record  states,  Joseph  M. 
Myers,  Inspector  for  Maryland. 

"  Some  of  the  Inspectors,  in  conferring  authority  npon  olherp,  state 
I  in  the  patent  that  they  do  so  by  authority  of  this  Convention  at  Phil- 
adelphia, in  1781. 

'  In  1790,  Moses  Cohen,  who  had  been  a  member  and,  at  times,  an 
I  otHcer  of  the  Ledge  of  Perfection  at  Philadelphia,  and  who  had  re- 
I  reived  the  higher  degrees  from  Hayes,  went  to  Jamaica  and  established 
a  Consistory  there. 

"  The  same  year  Abraham  Jacobs,  who  had  received  the  Sublime 
i  degrees  in  the  Lodge  of  Perfection,  at  Charleston,  resided  at  Kingston , 
Jamaica,  and  was  there  promoted  to  the  degree  of  Knight  of  the  Sun, 
land  received  from  Cohen,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  1700,  a 
j  patent,  in  which  Cohen  certities  that  he  had  initiated  Jacobs  into  the 
[degree  of  )Sfiec<  Jiason  o/  Twenty-Seven.  This  is  the  tirst  mention  of 
[the  Select  degree  that  1  have  seen,  or  of  which  I  know.  In  thin  patent, 
this  degree  is  mentioned  immediately  after  the  seventeenth  (Knight  of 
jthe  East  and  West)  in  the  enumeration  of  the  degrees  conferred. 

"  Jacobs  returned  to  Charleston  and  commenced  conferring  degrees. 
[He  kept  a  register,  the  original  of  which  I  have  examined. 

"  On  April  25,  1796,  he  conferred  the  Select  degree  ou  James  Clarck 
bn  Savannah,  on  whom  he  conferred  the  Perfection  degrees.  He  con- 
^rred  this  de^rree  between  the  seventh  and  eighth.  On  the  twelfth  of 
December  following  he  conferred  this  degree  ou  six  brethren  in  Wash- 
ington, Georgia,  upon  whom  (with  others)  he  was  conferring  the  Per- 
Eection  degrees.  He  conferred  it  this  time  between  the  eleventh  and 
pwelfth  degrees. 

"  Jacobs  continued  to  confer  the  higher  decrees,  and  in  1801  was 
ioined  by  Emanuel  De  La  M^tta,  who  afterwards  founded  the  Supreme 
/Ouncil,  3o°,  for  the  Northern  -Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
iras  then  (in  1801)  a  member  of  the  Southern  Supreme  Council.  But 
to  mention  is  made  in  his  Register  of  conferring  the  Select  degree  at 
Ihis  time. 


Note.  —Sometimes  he  ia  called  Joseph  M.  Myers,  but  often  Joseph  Myers. 
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"  In  September,  1804,  Jacobs  wm  residing  in  New  York,  and  during 
that  year  and  the  next  he  conferred  a  portion  of  his  degrees  upon  two 
candidates.  In  January,  180(),  he  commenced  conferring;  his  degrees 
upon  Thomas  Lownds,  but  did  not  complete  them  until  the  summer  of 
1808.  In  the  fall  of  1808,  he  formed  a  Lodge  of  Perfection  and  Coun- 
cil of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  of  both  of  which  Lownds  was  a  member. 
Jacobs  also  conferred  on  him  other  degrees  of  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Rite  up  to  the  twenty-ninth,  inclusive,  as  well  as  upon  Mordecai  Myers, 
Sampson  Simpson,  Kichird  Riker,  and  others. 

"  In  1774  Francken  had  conferred  the  '  high  degrees  '  with  authority 
similar  to  his  own,  upon  Augustan  Prevost  in  Jamaica;  Prevost,  on 
the  first  of  February,  17!>0,  c>m missioned,  with  similar  powers,  Peter  Le 
B-xrbier  Du  Plessis,  at  Philadelphia,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Lodge 
of  Perfection  in  that  city  ;  Du  i'lessis,  in  like  manner,  commissioned 
John  G.  Tardy  at  Philadelphia,  in  October,  1807  ;  Tardy  commissioned 
John  James  Joseph  Courgas,  John  B.  Djsdoity,  and  Moses  L.  M. 
Peixotto,  at  New  York,  in  the  early  part  of  November,  1808. 

"  After  they  had  thus  been  commissioned,-  Jacobs,  according  to  his 
diary,  conferred  the  Select  Master's  degree  on  Peixotto  (Nov.  19,  1808), 
Gourgas  and  Desdoifcy  (Nov.  2<'»,  1808). 

"  In  a  document  issued  by  the  Southern  Supreme  Council  in  1802, 
a  list  of  the  regular  degrees  conferred  under  its  authority  is  given  ;  and 
it  is  stated  that,  '  Besides  those  degrees  which,  are  in  regular  succes- 
sion, most  of  the  Inspectors  are  in  possession  of  a  number  of  detached 
degrees,  given  in  difl'erent  parts  of  tho  world,  and  which  they  generally 
communicate  free  of  expense,'  &i.  Among  those  named  is  '  Select 
Masons  of  Twenty-Seven,' 

"In  1829  a  report  was  mide  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  there  were  then  three  Companions  living  in 
Charleston  who  received  these  degrees  in  1783,  in  the  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection, founded  that  year  by  Da  Costa  ;  and  that  Joseph  Myers,  when 
he  founded  the  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  in  that  city  in  1788, 
deposited  in  the  archives  '  certified  copies  of  said  degrees  from  Berlin, 
in  Prussia.' 

"These  are  all  I  find  in  the  way  of  contemporaneous  record,  or 
testimony  of  those  participating  prior  to  1810. 

"  Jacobs  received  the  Select  Degree  from  Cohen,  who  received  his 
degrees  and  authority  from  M  )3e8  M.  Hayes  ;  and  Da  Costa,  who 
founded  the  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Charleston,  and  Myers,  who 
founded  the  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  al  Charleston  ;  both  re- 
ceived their  degrees  an  1  authority  from  Hayes.  He  received  his  degrees 
and  authority  from  Francken.  All  this' indicates  very  strongly  that 
the  Select  Degree  was  introduced  into  this  country  by  Francken,  and 
that  up  to  1808  it  was  conferred  only  by  authority  derived  from  him 
through  Hayes. 

"  In  this  connection  let  another  significant  fact  be  noted.  From 
1781  to  1789  there  existed  a  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Philadelphia,  the 
record  of  which  is  still  extant.  It  was  founded  by  Solomon  Bush,  by 
authority  from  Hiyes.  Among  its  members  were  De  Costa,  Spitzer 
(who  asHiited  Myers  in  forming  the  Cimncil  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  at 
Charleston),  Cohen,  Myers  and  Du  Plessis.  The  latter  first  visited 
the  Lodge  in  September,  1785  (having  received  his  degrees  elsewhere), 
after  the  other  four  had  loft.  This  may  explain  why  Gou^vsg  «nd  others, 
■who  received  their  degrees  directly  or  indirectly  from  him,  failed  to 
receive  the  Select  Degree,  while  those  who  received  them  from  the  other 


TUEIR  AUTHENTICITY  TRACED. 


n 


50U8  record,  or 


four  did  receive  it.  That  Lodge  of  Perfection  held  Berlin  to  be  their 
Grand  East,  and  in  1785  prepared  and  sent  thither  a  communication 
giving  information  of  the  eatablishment  of  the  lodge,  and  praying  for 
Masonic  correBpondence.  This  explains  the  reference  to  Barlin  in  the 
Report  of  Committee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina.  If 
those  '  certified  copies '  were  from  Berlin  they  came  through  Francken, 
Hayes  and  Myers. 

"  .).  J.  J.  Gourgas,  in  his  Register,  says  th.it  Tardy  raised  Jacobs  to 
the  Def»roo  of  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret  in  November,  1808,  In  the 
margin  of  the  Register  is  a  note  that  Jacobs  was  expelled  in  1810  by 
the  Cjrand  Consistory  for  having  added  without  authority  in  the  patent 
he  received  from  Cohen,  the  words,  '  with  power  to  initiate  others.' 

"  In  Gourgas'  Register  is  a  memorandum,  made  after  1820,  as 
follows  : 

"  » February,  1788,  Select  Masons  of  27,  commonly  called  Select 
Master's  Degree,  was  first  introduced  into  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  given  to  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Jerusalem, 
at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  the  month  of  February,  1788,  by  Thrice  Illus- 
trious Brother  Joseph  Myers,  Deputy  Inspector-General,  as  a  part  of 
our  Sublime  Degrees,  since  which  (in  1810).  it  has  been  made  away 
with,  as  well  also  as  the  degree  of  Royal  Master,  by  Arch  Masonry, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Thomas  Lownds,  to  whom  they  had 
been  given  by  us.' 

"  In  1827  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  issued  a  circular,  in  which 
it  was  claimed  that  tho  Select  Degree  originated  in  Baltimore,  and  was 
disseminated  by  authority  of  one  of  her  Past  Grand  officers. 

"In  1829  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  made  a  reply  to 
that  circular^  and  claimed  that  they  existed  in  that  State  at  an  earlier 
date  than  in  Maryland,  being  derived  from  a  ditt'erent  source. 

*'  Again,  it  has  been  claimed  that  they  were  practised  in  New  York 
as  early  as  1807,  being  derived  from  a  source  different  from  both  the 
two  above  named. 

"  All  have  agreed,  and  still  agree,  that  no  permanent  bodies  of  this 
Cryptic  Rite  existed  before  1807.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the 
Grand  Council  of  New  York  was  formed  in  1807  ;  and  Bate  in  liis  re- 
port on  its  history  (Proceedinjis  of  1801,  p.  41)  says  that  it  granted  a 
charter  to  Columbian  Council  September  2nd,  1810 ;  but  the  publica- 
tion of  its  records  shows  that  it  was  formed  in  182li.  Before  this  (in 
1810)  a  Grand  Council  had  been  formed  in  Connecticut  by  Councils 
organized  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross  and  his  agents. 

It  is  now  certain  that  Columbian  Council  (originally  styled  '  Grand 

I  Council,'  as  all  tho  temporary  assemblies  in  which  the  Royal  Degree 
was  conferred  were  then  called)  is  the  first  permanent  body  formed  for 

I  conferring  any  of  these  degrees. 

*'  It  has  been  heretofore  taken  as  true  that  it  or  the  Grand  Council 

Iwas  founded  and  chartered  by  Joseph  Cerneau.    But  the  record  shows 

jthat  Thomas  Lownds  was  the  founder,  that  it  was  a  voluntary  body, 
without  any  charter,  and  that  Cerneau  was  never  even  present  at  one 
Bf  its  m  eetings,  so  far  as  the  record  discloses.     The  record  of  the  first 

Imeeting  states  that  the  officers  were  elected  and  installed.  The  names  of 

jthose  present  are  given  and  Cerneau's  name  is  not  amont;  them  ;  hence 
the   officers  could   not  have  been  installed  by  him.     Like  the  early 

jCouncils  in  Massachusetts,  it  was  formed  by  no  other  authority  than 
the  will  of  those  who  composed  it.  The  record  shows  conclusively 
that  it  was  not  chartered  by  a  Grand  Council,  a  Supreme  Council,  the 
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Grand  Consistory  or  by  Oemeau  ;  and  that  it  was  not  constituted,  and 
that  its  officers  were  not  installed,  by  him. 

*'  It  has  been  claimed  that  Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  Jermy  L. 
Cross  received  the  degrees  in  it,  but  the  name  of  neither  appears  in  the 
records. 

"  The  question  now  arisen,  '  Whence  did  Lownds  obtain  the  Royal 
Degree  ? '  and  its  answer  is  by  no  means  certain.  He  received  the  In- 
effable and  other  degrees  from  Jacobs,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  he 
received  from  him  also  the  Select  Degree.  But  there  is  not  the 
slightest  evidence  that  I  have  seen  that  Jacobs  ever  had  the  Royal 
Degree. 

"  It  is  necersary,  in  order  to  throw  light  upon  this  important  question, 
to  recount  the  history  of  another  source  of  the  Ineffable  Degrees.  In 
1806  Joseph  Cerneau  appeared  in  New  York  and  commenced  confer- 
ring those  degrees.  In  the  fall  of  1807  he  organized  a  Grand  Consis- 
tory which  was  formally  constituted  in  the  fall  of  1808,  about  the  same 
time  that  Jacobs  organized  his  bodies.  The  consequence  was  that  a 
conflict  at  once  arose,  and  several  members  of  the  Jacobs  body  went 
over  to  the  Cerneau  body,  and  among  them  was  Thomas  Lownds.  The 
records  of  the  Grand  Consistory  from  1807  to  1816  are  lost.  The  last 
time  I  find  by  the  record  that  Lownds  acted  with  the  Jacobs  (or  Gour- 
gas)  party  was  November  24,  1808  ;  and  the  first  record  of  his  acting 
with  Cerneau,  which  I  have  seen  was  in  1812  ;  but  a  circular  issued 
in  1813,  says  many  members  went  over  in  1809,  and  the  received 
opinion  is  that  Lownds  was  among  them.  But  this  division  did  not 
enter  into  the  formation  of  Columbian  Council,  for  Thomas  Lownds, 
then  a  leading  man  in  the  Cerneau  party,  and  Sampson  Simpson,  an 
equally  leading  man  in  the  Gourgas  party,  united  in  founding  it.  But 
whatever  the  source  from  which  he  received  it,  he  was  legally  in  pos- 
session of  it  as  a  '  side  degree,'  and  I  see  no  reason  why  he  and  his  as- 
sociates had  not  full  power  and  authority  to  unite  and  form  a  body  of 
a  permanent  character  for  conferring;  and  governing  this  degree.  The 
first  organization  of  every  degree  must  necessarily  be  voluntary,  unless 
Bome  one  assumes  to  be  the  source  of  power  and  grants  authority, 
which  he  possesses  only  by  assumption. 

"  The  Council  was  formed  September  2,  1810,  and  commenced  con- 
ferring the  Royal  Degree  ;  it  also  conferred  the  Orders  of  '  Knight  of 
the  Round  Table,'  *  Knight  of  the  Garter,'  and  *  St.  George  of  Cappa- 
docia.'  But  after  1811  it  ceased  conferring  the  two  latter,  but  con- 
tinued to  confer  the  former  till  after  1821,  upon  its  own  members  and 
others. 

"  It  adopted  by-laws  in  April,  1812,  one  of  which  provided  that  no 
one  thereafter  exalted  in  that  city,  *  in  any  clandestine  way,'  should 
be  admitted  as  a  visitor  until  lie  was  properly  healed  and  paid  his  fee. 
It  had  already  received  as  '  adjoining  members '  several  who  did  not : 
receive  the  degrees  in  it,  and  it  continued  to  do  so,  thereby  recogniz- 
ing the  legality  of  degrees  conferred  by  others,  but  by  whom,  it  does 
not  appear  in  any  single  instance. 

"  On  December  22,  1817,  '  a  Lodge  of  Super-Excellent  Masters  was 
opened '  and  the  degree  conferred  ;  it  continued  to  confer  this  degree 
after  the  Royal  Degree,  upon  substantially  all  its  candidat<m  for  five 
years.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  reason  of  conferring  this  degree,  or 
of  the  source  whence  it  was  obtained  ;  but  it  is  introduced  in  the^ 
abrupt  manner  above  stated. 

"  There  is  no  mention  of  the  Select  Degree  till  December  2,  1821.     On  i 
that  day,  the  record  states,    '  A  communication  was  received  from  the 
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Council  of  Select  Maiteri  informing  this  Council  that  they  were  will- 
ing to  be  united  and  come  into  the  Council  of  Royal  Maatera.  The 
question  being  taken  it  waa  unanimously  agreed  that  we  accept  of  the 
proposal. ' 

*'  Thereupon  the  fee  for  conferring  the  Select  Degree  was  fixed  at 
two  dollars,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  by-laws. 

"  Four  other  meetings  were  held  during  the  month,  and  at  the  last 
(December  31,  1821)  the  degrees  were  conferred  upon  two  candidates 
in  the  following  order  :  1.  Roy nl  Master  ;  2.  Super- Excellent  Master  ; 
3.  Select  Master.  This  is  the  first  time  the  Select  Degree  was  confer- 
red in  Columbian  Council. 

"  The  revised  by-laws  were  adopted  in  April,  1822  ;  in  them  the  de- 
grees are  named  in  the  same  order  ;  the  fees  were  fixed  at  two  dollara 
each  for  the  Royal  and  Select,  and  one  dollar  for  the  Super  Excellent 
Degree.  But  in  January,  1823,  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  were 
conferred  without  mentioning  the  Super-Excellent;  still  the  omission 
is  probably  an  error  of  the  Recorder,  as  the  candidates  paid  for  all  three 
of  the  degrees. 

"  The  origin  of  this  Council  of  Select  Masters  has  not  been  known 
with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Bate,  in  his  History,  says  'the  Council 
of  Select  Masters  of  New  York,  whose  members  were  healed  and  came 
into  ^he  Council  of  Royal  Masters,  under  one  jurisdiction,  owed  its 
origin  to  Philip  P.  Eckel  and  Hezekiah  Niles,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
who  received  their  authority,  primarily,  from  the  representative  or 
representatives  of  the  Grand  Consistory  at  Berlin,  and  waa  established 
at  the  city  of  New  York  in  1820.' 

"  But  there  is  a  fly-leaf  attached  to  the  records  of  Columbian  Coun- 
cil, at  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  December  2,  1821,  purporting  to 
be  the  minutes  of  the  Select  Masters'  Council  at  a  meeting  held  No- 
vember 25,  1821.  I  am  informed  that  these  minutes  are  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Thomas  Slade,  the  Recorder,  fur  the  two  previous  years, 
of  the  Council  of  Royal  Masters.  At  this  meeting  Thomas  Lownds 
presided,  and  '  opened  the  degree  of  Select  Masters,  or  twenty-seven.* 
The  names  of  those  present  are  not  given.  The  degree  was  conferred 
on  ten  well-known  and  old  (nearly  all  of  them)  members  of  the  Royal 
Masters'  Council,  among  whom  was  Thomas  Slade,  the  Recorder. 
Afterwards,  in  Columbian  Council,  the  Select  Degree  was  conferred  on 
others  of  its  old  members.  It  is  not  probable  that  Thomas  Lownds 
was  '  healed  '  in  the  Council  founded  by  himself,  so  that  the  *  healing ' 
part  of  Companion  Bate's  statement  must  be  erroneous. 

"  I  have  elsewhere  seen  it  stated  that  the  Select  Council  was  formed 

by  Cross ;  but,  from  the  record  already  referred  to,  it  is  evident  that 

lit  was  a  voluntary  body,  composed  of  members  of  Columbian  Council, 

and  formed  with  the  very  purpose  of  adding  the  Select  Degree  to  those 

[already  conferred  by  it.     Cross  mentions  no  such  Council  in  his  pub- 

llished  list.     The  record  referred  to  is  the  only  one  of  which,  so  far  as 

|1  am  informed,  there  is  any  knowledge.     It  shows  upon  its  face  that 

jLownds  assembled  ten  of  his  Companions  and  conferred  the  degree 

lupon  them.     The  facts,  also,  that  no  other  proceedin<{s  than  the  votes 

{referred  to,  took  place  in  order  to  unite  the  Councils,  and  that  this 

{record  was  pasted  into  the  minute  book  of  Columbian  Council,  and 

iWHS  made  by  the  Recorder  of  that  Council,   shows  that  the   Select 

^Council  was  composed  of  the  same  members  as  the  Royal,  and  was 

in  ephemeral  body. 
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"  When  the  revised  by-laws  were  adopted,  it  was  voted  that  they  be 
presented  to  each  member  for  his  signature,  and  that  those  declining 
to  sign  should  '  no  longer  be  considered  members.' 

"  The  blank  pages  in  these  records,  as  well  as  the  records  themselves, 
show  that  there  was  a  failure  to  record  the  minutes  ot  many  meetings. 
This  is  a  source  of  regret ;  but  the  value  and  authority  of  the  minutes 
that  were  entered  are  in  no  degree  diminished. 

"On  January  18,  1823,  Columbian  Council  adopted  a  resolution, 
looking  to  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Council  for  the  State,  and  one 
was  formed  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month.  But  Connecticut  had 
founded  one  in  1819,  VirKinia  in  1820,  and  North  Carolina  in  1822. 
So  that  while  Columbian  Council  was  '  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  her 
Tvay,'  the  degrees  were  disseminated,  Councils  were  formed,  and  Grand 
Councils  organized  under  other  authority." 

This  sketch  would  not  be  complete  without  the  history  of 
the  organization  of  the  other  bodies. 

Brother  Drummond  continues  with  a  history  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Jeremy  L.  Cross  and  those  authorized  by  him ; 
but  the  discovery  of  important  documents  led  him  to  re- 
write it,  as  given  in  the  next  chapter. 


* 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Cross'  Claims — What  Cryptic  Masonry  owes  to  him—  How  he 
WENT  about  his  Work — VVhat  he  did  and  the  Authority  by 

WHICH   HE   ACTED. 


[HATEVER  may  have  been  the  origin  of  these 
degrees,  it  is  very  certain  that  their  general  dis- 
semination and  the  origin  of  the  Grand  Council 
system  are  due  very  largely  to  Jeremy  L.  Cross. 
Of  him  and  his  acts  Brother  Drummond  says  : 
He  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Charaplain  Chap- 
ter, No.  2,  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  July  11,   1815,  while 
engaged  in  "  lecturing  the  lodges  "  in  that  State.    Accord- 
ing to  his  statement,  made  at  the  time,  he  remained  in  Ver- 


mont until  the  next 


sprinff. 


and  then  went  to  Providence, 


R.I.,  arriving  there  May  20,  1816;  he  remained  there  to 
"  perfect "  himself  "  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degrees,"  and  from 
there  went  to  New  York  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter ;  thence  he  went  to  Philadelphia  with 
Companions  "Webb,  Fowle  and  Snow,  who  went  there  to 
effect  a  union  between  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  one  they  had  just  formed.  Cross  was  there 
June  22,  but  being  refused  permission  to  lecture  the  lodges, 
he  went  to  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  finally  arrived 
at  Baltimore  in  the  early  part  of  August.  In  a  letter  from 
Philadelphia,  he  says  he  tried  to  impress  upon  the  Grand 
Master  the  necessity  of  the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ter's degrees,  and  that  the  Grand  Master  told  him  that  he 
knew  there  was  a  void  shown  from  the  Master  to  the  Arch, 
and  to  fill  up  the  vacuum  they  had  substituted  the  Royal 
Master. 

He  remained  in  Baltimore  a  week,  and  received  the  Select 
Degree  from  Philip  P.  Eckel  and  Hezekiah  Niles,  with 
authority  to  confer  it.  He  then  started  out  on  a  tour 
through  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana,  and  thence  back  to  Baltimore,  where  he  ar- 
rived May  16,  1817  (I  have  been  able  to  trace  his  course 
minutely  from  the  dates  of  his  letters).     He  remained  some 
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time  in  Kentucky,  and  (as  he  says)  visited  all  the  principa' 
lodges  in  the  State. 

From  Baltimore  he  went  North  ;  among  his  papers  found 
after  his  death  was  one  in  his  own  handwriting,  endorsed, 
"Copy  of  a  letter  to  P.  R  Eckel,  Baltimore,  Md. :"  this  I 
examined  personally,  and  had  a  copy  of  it  made,  which  I 
compared  wit^  ♦^e  original ;  it  was  dated  Haverhill,  N.H., 
July  17,  1817  :  is  so  important  that  I  give  an  extract 
from  it  verba: 

**  Dkar  Fkibxd  and  Companion  : 

"  After  taking  leave  of  your  social  society  T  repaired  to  New  Castle, 
where  I  met  with  a  warm  reception,  and  deviated  so  far  from  my  stip- 
Illation  as  to  confer  the  Select  degree  on  Comps.  Hamblen,  Reed  and 
Craw.  The  inducement  that  led  me  to  do  it  was,  their  noted  respect- 
ability and  influence  they  have  in  the  Masonic  institution  might  tend 
to  the  general  good.  They  have  not  their  constitutional  No.  to  confer 
the  degree,  so  they  will  have  to  apply  to  you  for  further  information. 
I  made  but  a  short  tarry  at  Wilmington  and  Philadelphia,  and  stopped 
a  few  days  in  New  York.  I  found  they  had  a  Grand  Council  of  Select 
Masons  there,  and  that  they  granted  warrants  to  others  for  conferring 
the  degree. 

"  I  made  no  further  tarry  till  I  arrived  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  where  I 
established  a  Council  of  Select  Masons.  They  finding  that  the  degree 
was  full  of  information,  and  that  it  could  not  be  given  antecedent  to 
that  of  the  R.  Arch,  wished  for  a  warrant  to  empower  them  to  confer 
it,  upon  which  I  granted  them  one  in  the  words  following,  viz. : 

**  To  all etc. .     By  the  High  Power  ia  me  vested 

by  the  Thrice  Illustrious  and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of 
Select  at  Bjiltimore,  etc.,  till  revoked  by  the  Grand  Puissant,  etc.,  I 
wish  you  to  write  me  at  this  place  by  the  next  mail  respecting  my 
granting  warrants,  and  if  approving  grant  me  that  power,  signing  your 
name  as  Thrice  Illustrious  and  Puissant  in  the  Grand  C  )uncil  at  Bal- 
timore, for  I  do  not  know  why  the  Grand  Council  at  Baltimore  have 
not  as  good  a  right  to  grant  warrants  as  the  one  at  New  York,  which 
must  be  self- created. 

*'  There  are  nine  Chapters  in  Connecticut,  as  many  in  Vermont,  and 
four  in  this  State,  besides  those  in  Misaachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
at  each  of  which  places  I  could  establish  the  degree  were  I  permitted 
to  grant  them  a  warrant.  There  are  so  many  of  thosa  little  degrees 
that  are  given  by  any  one  and  in  any  place  which  are  of  no  conse- 
quence that  they  will  have  but  little  confidence  in  this,  unless  it  has 
the  appearance  of  some  kind  of  sanction,  and  I  think  those  who  do  re- 
ceive it  would  not  make  suflicient  application  to  perfect  themselves  in 
the  history,  work,  and  lectures,  unless  there  was  an  inducement  held 
out  of  an  office  in  the  Council.  However,  you  and  Companion  Niles 
will  best  know  what  will  be  best  for  its  general  diffusion  and  utility, 
and  inform  me  accordingly." 

This  statement  that  there  was  a  Grand  Council  of  Select 
Masons  in  New  York  v,  erroneous ;  there  was  then  a  Coun- 
cil of  Royal  Masters  in  that  city,  which  called  itself  a  Grand 
Council,  and  was  approving,  if  not  authorizing,  the  forma- 
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ition  of  other  Councils  of  the  same  character.    However,  the 
idea  of  granting  warrants  was  suggested  to  Cross,  and  he  at 
[once  urged  Eckel  and  Niles  to  issue  them,  and  grant  autho- 
Irity  to  him  to  do  so  also. 

What  reply  they  made  to  his  request,  if  any,  is  not  known, 

)ut  among  the  papers  of  Cross  \vas  found  a  document  of 

diich  the  following  is  a  copy  :— 

*'  To  all  IVhom  it  may  Concern. 
"  Imprest  with  a  perfect  conviction  that  the  knowledge  of  the  mister" 
s  of  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  are  eminently  promoted  by  a  know 
dge  of  those  revealed  in  the  Council  of  Solect  Masons  ;  and  Whereas 
e  said  degree  of  Select  is  not  so  extensively  known  as  its  wants  and 
e  good  of  the  Craft  require — 

"Therefore  Know  ye  :    That  reposing  especial  confidence  in  my  be- 

ved  and  trusty  Companion   Jeremy   L.   Cross,   I  do  hereby,  by  the 

iah  powers  in  me  vested,  authorize  and  empower  him  to  confer  the 

id  degree,  as  follows,  viz  :  In  any  place  where  a  regular  Chapter  of 

yal  Arch  Masons  is  established,  the  officers  or  members  approving, 

le  may  confer  said  degree  according  to  its  rules  and  regulations,  but 

Inly  on  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  taken  all  the  preceding  degrees, 

B  13  required  by  the   General  Grand  Chapter.     When  a  competent 

lumber  of  Select  Masons  are  thus  made,  he  may  grant  them  a  Warrant 

open  a  Council  of  Select,  and  confer  the  degree,  and  do  all  other 

us  mess  appertaining  thereto. 

'  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Baltimore  the  27th  day  of  May, 
.D.  1817,  and  in  the  year  of  the  Dis.  2817. 

"  Philip  P,  Eckei,. 
Thrice  Illustrious  and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of  Select 
at  Baltimore,  and  approved  as  G.  G.  Scribe. 
"  Approved  and  attested  as  111.  in  the  G.  Council. 

"  H.  Niles." 


I  have  no  doubt  that  this  was  not  genuine,  for  the  fol- 

ig  reasons  : 
1.  I  had  the  original,  and  submitted  it  to  experts  in  hand- 
riting,  and  every  one  of  them  pronounced  the  signatures 
be  simulated  and  not  genuine. 

I  compared  the  names  of  Eckel  and  Niles  with  undoubt- 

j genuine  signatures  of  theirs,  made  about  the  same  time, 

the  contrast  was  veiy  gi  eat ;  instead  of  the  bold  and 

business  hand  of  the  originals,  the  names  to  the  docu- 

its  were  in  that  peculiar  shaky  or  trembling  style  which 

[icates  a  laboured  attempt  to  imitate  a  signature. 

1  had  the  document  photographed,  and  sent  it  to  numer- 
brethren,  and,  so  far  as  I  heard,  all,  with  one  exception 
"  Singleton,  of  Washington),  pronounced  the  signatures 
[)e  spurious 

Tlie  body  of  the  document  wis  in  the  well-known 
|dwriting  of  Cross,  and  in  his  style ;  neither  Eckel  nor 
c 
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Niles  would  have  written  or  signed  so  important  a  docu- 
ment, written  in  such  a  stylo,  and  containing  such  ortho- 
graphical and  grammatical  errors. 

6.  That  it  was  not  prepared  at  the  time  of  its  date  is  evi- 
dent from  the  letter  which  I  have  above  given. 

6.  The  contemporaries  of  Eckel  and  Niles  denied  em- 
phatically that  such  authority  was  ever  given,  and  their 
statement  was  sent  nil  over  the  country,  and  was  published 
or  noticed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  includ- 
ing that  of  the  State  in  which  Cross  had  lived,  and  that  of 
the  State  in  which  he  then  lived,  and  he  made  no  denial, 
express  or  implied,  till  more  than  twenty-five  years  after- 
wards ;  and  all  that  was  done  then  was  to  say  that  he  re- 
ceived a  warrant  from  Eckel  and  Niles  to  confer  the  degrees 
and  grant  warrants  to  Councils.  Is  it  credible  that,  it  this 
document  had  been  genuine,  he  would  not  have  produced 
it  when  he  was  so  gravely  accused  ? 

The  charge  was  that  Cross  perverted  for  sordid  purposes, 
the  limited  authority  given  to  him,  by  the  creation  of  an  in- 
dependent Order,  never  contemplated  by  those  who  gave 
him  the  authority ;  and  it  was  endorsed  by  the  Grand  Char- 1 
tor  of  Maryland.  Besides  Eckel  was  tlien  living,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  circular  was  sanctioned  by  him ;  the  qualified 
denial  was  made  only  after  he  and  his  contemporaries  were 
dead.     The  silence  of  Cross  was  a  confession. 

But  decisive  proof  that  this  document  was  spurious  is 
found  by  comparing  it  with  the  document  lately  discovered 
by  Companion  Schultz,  signed  by  Eckel  and  Niles.  The 
latter  expressly  allows  the  degree  to  be  conferred  on  Mark 
Masters  who  have  passed  the  Chair;  but  Cross  limits  it  to 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  It  is  well  known  that  Eckel  and  Niles 
hekl  that  it  should  be  conferred  before  the  Royal  Arch,  and 
following  their  instructions,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland 
so  conferred  it  until  it  was  surrendered  to  the  Council,  and 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  so  confers  it  to  this  day, 
With  such  views,  of  course,  Eckel  and  Niles  could  never 
have  granted  authority  to  confer  it  "  only  on  Royal  Arch 
Masons  who  have  taken  all  the  preceding  degrees,  as  is  re- 
quired by  the  General  Grand  Chapter."  But  without  suet 
limitation  Cross  could  not  form  independent  bodies ;  and 
the  charge  of  Stapleton,  the  contemporary  and  co-worker 
with  Eckel,  that  Cross  did  this  for  sordid  motives,  is  well 
established.  i 

The  report,  however,  that   Cross  was  expelled  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of    Maryland  has  no  foundation  in  fact 
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As  he  was  not  a  member  of  a  Chapter  in  Maryland,  and 
never  exercised  his  alleged  powers  in  that  State,  that  Grand 
Chapter  had  no  jurisdiction  over  him  ;  and,  moreover,  the 
offence  with  which  he  was  charged  was  no  offence  against 
that  body,  for  what  he  did  was  done  between  1817  and 
1822,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  did  not  formally 
assume  jurisdiction  over  the  Select  Degree  till  1824.  I 
have  examined  the  complete  printed  record  of  that  Grand 
I  Chapter,  and  no  such  action  is  recorded. 

But  Cross  really  had  as  much  right  to  grant  warrants  as 
[either  Eckel  or  Niles.  The  degrees  were  "side  degrees," 
I  which  any  possessors  of  them  might  properly  confer,  and 
they  could  unite  and  form  a  body  for  that  purpose.  One 
possessor  of  a  "  side  degree  "  has  as  much  right  of  control 
over  it  as  any  other  possessor,  and  it  is  only  when  it  is 
[organized  and  the  right  of  control  vested  in  a  governing 
body  or  bodies  that  the  possessors  of  such  a  degree  lose 
the  right  of  disseminating  it.  Cross'  method  was  prefer- 
able to  the  voluntary  method,  as  it  insured  uniformity  of 


oi'ganization. 

The  first  permanent  body  of  Select  Masters  was  the 
Council  formed  by  Cross  at  Windsor,  Vermont,  July  5, 1817, 
as  stated  in  his  letter  to  Eckel  dated  the  7th  of  the  same 
month.  On  August  14,  1817,  he  formed  another  at  Brad- 
ford, Vermont.  He  chartered  another  at  Hopkinton,  N.H., 
August  19,  1817 ;  where  there  had  been  a  Council  of  Royal 
Masters  since  August  5,  1815.  The  Council  which  Cross 
warranted  was  not  organized  until  1819.  They  worked 
nearly  three  years  as  distinct  bodies,  and  then  were  consoli- 
dated into  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  (1817)  Cross  started  on  a 
trip  through  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Virginia,  spending 

few  days  in  Baltimore,  and  calling  on  Eckel  and  Niles. 

While  at  Philadelphia,  he  sent  warrants  to  four  places  in 
hich  he  had  conferred  the  degrees  the  year  before,  dating 
ach  warrant  (according  to  the  list  he  afterwards  published) 
ack  to  the  time  when  he  conferred  the  degrees. 

The  following  is  a  paper  endorsed  by  him  : 

**Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Companions  Doctor  Jamet  More,  Shelby ville, 
Kentucky,-  Fielding  Bradford,  Lexington,  Kentncky ;  Doctor 
Henry  Toohy,  Malehez,  Miss.  :  and  in  part  to  Davis  Embre,  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

**  Pbiladblfhia. 

jpelled  by  the  IB  *'  Worthy  Companion, — T  here  send  you  enoloBed  a  warrant  for 
lation  in  fact  J^olding  a  Council  of  Select  Mastdra,  aUo  a  short  account  of  the  regu> 
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Istionk.,  officers'  dress,  and  stations  of  said  degree.     Form  of  a  Council 
of  Select  Masters  represents  King  Solomon's  most  private  room. 

"  The  first  officer  is  the  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master,  represent- 
ing King  Solomon.  The  second  is  the  Deputy  Illustrious  Grand  Mas- 
ter, representing  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre.  The  third  is  the  Principal 
Conductor  of  the  Work,  representing  Hiram  Abiff.  The  fourth^ 
Treasurer ;  fifth,  Secretary  ;  sixth  is  the  Captain  of  the  Guards, 
representing  Adoiiiram  ;  and  the  seventh  is  Grand  Steward  and  Tyler. 
The  first  oihcer  is  dressed  in  a  royal  robe  of  purple,  with  a  crown  on 
the  head  and  sceptre  in  his  hand,  seated  in  the  East  behind  a  triabns'u- 
lar  pedestal  covered  with  crimson  with  a  golden  triangle  thereon.  The 
second  officer  seated  on  the  right  ;  dress,  etc.,  as  the  first  officer. 
The  third  officer  is  dressed  in  a  royal  robe  of  yellow,  with  a  turban 
on  his  head,  holding  a  hammer  and  trowel,  seated  on  the  left,  behind, 
etc. ,  as  the  other  two  officers.  The  sixth  officer  is  seated  in  the  West, 
with  a  drawn  sword.  All  the  officers  and  members  wear  a  trowel  sus- 
pended to  a  ribbon  round  the  neck,  numbered  according  to  their  rank. 
There  cannot  be  but  27  employed  at  the  reception  of  a  candidate  ;  if 
any  more  they  must  sit  as  visitors.  And  the  fees  for  conferring  the 
degree  is  not  to  be  less  than  two  dollars,  which  goes  to  the  fund  of 
your  Council. 

"  I  have  nominated  the  three  first  officers,  which  you  can  alter  at 
your  next  election  ;  and  it  will  be  well  enough  for  you  to  draft  your- 
fe-'  -^s  a  code  of  by-laws  for  the  government  of  said  Council,  also 
Tv^'ilnting  your  fees  so  as  not  to  be  less  than  is  here  stated. 

"  I  am  now  bound  to  Virginia,  and  shall  calculate  to  be  at  Richmond 
by  the  first  of  December,  and  1  wish  some  one  of  you  to  answer  this 
and  write  me  whether  the  lectures  on  the  three  first  degrees  were  ' 
adopted  or  not,  and  direct  it  to  Richmond,  Ya.     Be  good  enough  to 
write  as  soon  as  you  receive  this. 

"  Give  my  love  to  all  the  Craft,  and  enquiring  friends.     Accept  the  ' 
same  yourself. 

"  Yours  fraternally, 

"J.  L.  C." 


"  Give  the  No.  of  Councils  which 
in  the  U.  S." 


I  have  established,  and  the  rest. 


But  no  organization  was  ever  effected  under  any  of  these 
charters. 

Cross,  in  like  manner,  in  May,  1818,  sent  a  warrant  for  a; 
Select  Council  in  Boston,  to  Henry  Fowle,  but  there  was< 
already  a  voluntary  Council  of  Royal  Masters  at  Boston, 
and  no  organization  was  ever  effected  under  the  warrant  ofs 
Cross.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  trans- ' 
mittal : 

•'Springfield,  Mass.,  May  27th,  1818, 

*'  WoBTHY  Companion, — After  taking  leave  of  my  friends  in  BostoD 
last  fall,  I  started  on  south  and  lectured  considerable  in  New  Jersey. 
Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia ;  established  a  number  of  Councils 
of  Select  Masters.  I  met  with  a  warm  reception  and  all  well  pleased  i 
with  the  lectures.  While  at  Washington,  D.C.,  I  received  an  appoiut*| 
ment  as  Grand  Visitor  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  to  visit 
the  several  Chapters  in  said  State  which  are  seventeen  in  all. 
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"  I  commenced  the  first  of  February,  and  it  has  kept  me  busy  ever 
«ince  till  within  a  week  past  when  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lod^e  and  Chapter.         ......... 

"  While  at  Hartford  I  had  a  call  to  visit  the  Chapter  in  the  place 
and  assist  them  in  the  mode  of  work.  I  have  been  here  a  few  days 
and  have  got  them  to  work  very  correct.  1  also  recommended  to 
them,  if  possible,  to  get  you  to  come  and  install  them,  which  they 
will  probably  endeavour  to  do.  1  find  it  to  be  a  very  respectable 
Chapter  indeed. 

"  I  have  also  established  a  council  of  Select  Masters  in  this  place 

and  six  in  Connecticut.     I  shall  here  send  you  enclosed  a  warrant  for 

your  Council  in  Boston,  as  I  have  given  one  to  all  the  rest  which  I 

I  have  established  and  you  know  that  no  degree  looks  legal  without  one. 

I  have  inserted  your  name  as  the  first  officer,  leaving  you  to  insert 

I  the  other  two.     I  have  also  dated  it  at  the  time  it  was  established,  so 

[  as  to  make  all  legal  should  you  have  made  any  ;  those  Councils  which 

j  I  have  established  have  git^en  me  $20,  whereas  I  present  your  Coun- 

cil  with  this  and  leave  the  compensation  with  them,  as  I  am  desirous 

that  no  Council  should  work  without  one. 

"  Please  to  write  me  at  Hartford, 

"  Mr.  Henry  Fowle,  Boston, 
"  In  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts." 

Cross  was  in  New  Jersey  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
[where  he  formed  one  Council ;  he  spent  October  and  a  part 
[of  November  in  Delaware,  where  he  organized  three  Coun- 
jcils;  he  then  went  to  Virginia  and  remained  till  early  in 
[January,  forming  two  Councils ;  he  then  returned  to  Con- 
Inecticut,  where,  before  the  first  of  May,  he  had  formed  seven 
[Councils.  He  gave  a  warrant,  May  27th,  1818,  for  a  Coun- 
Icil  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  during  the  autumn  he  organized 
[three  others  in  Connecticut.  In  the  meantime,  John  H. 
|Cotton,  by  authority  of  Cross,  had  established  seven  other 
Councils  in  Vermont. 

I  have  seen  copies  of  many  of  these  Charters  and  they 
)urported  in  terms  to  be  Councils  of  Select  Masters,  and  to 
luthorize  the  conferring  of  the  Select  Degree  only.  In 
lome  of  the  Councils  thus  created,  the  Royal  Degree  was 
lot  conferred  for  several  years  afterwards. 

But  some  time  in  the  year   1818,  probably  in  January, 

;ross  obtained  the  Royal  Degree  and  soon  conceived  the 

lea  of  uniting   the   two   in  one.      On  March   21st,  1818, 

ilross  says  in  his  diary  that  he  and  Comp.  Hosmer  called  on 

jJomp.  Stow  at  MidJleton,  Conn.,  and  "  conferred  on  him 

^o  degrees.  Royal  and  Select  Master."     On  May  15,  1818, 

I  committee  of  Boston  Council  reported  "  that  it  is  expedi- 

it  to  cultivate  in  this  Council  the  degrees  of  R.  Master,  S. 

Master,  S.  Master  of  27  and  K.  of  Round  Table ; "  but 

le  Select  Degrees  were  not  conferred  till  May  19,  1819, 
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and  then  they  were  not  conferred  as  part  of  a  system,  but 
as  independent  degrees. 

When  Benjamin  Gle&son  formed  Salem  Council  of  Royal 
Masters,  at  halem,  Mass.,  on  June  3rd,  1818,  after  conferring 
the  Royal  Degree  and  organizing  the  Council  he  communi- 
cated to  all  present  the  following  degrees,  viz. :  Select  Masons 
of  Twenty-Seven,  Knight  of  the  Round  Table,  and  Super- 
Excellent  Master.  But  they  were  conferred  as  "side  degrees," 
and  not  as  a  system. 

1  have  caused  the  early  records  of  a  number  of  the  Coun- 
cils warranted  by  Cross  to  be  examined  with  a  view  of  as- 
certaining the  earliest  date  of  the  conferring  of  the  Royal 
Degree  by  Cross.  I  find  that  New  Haven  Council,  No.  10, 
was  organized  Oct.  10,  1S18,  by  Cross  in  person,  when  four 
Companions  "  were  admitted  Select  Masters  in  due  form 
with  the  preparatory  degree  of  Royal  Master."  According 
to  the  record  Cross  was  paid  $20  for  organizing  the  Council. 
He  was  present  at  several  meetings  during  the  following 
winter,  and  the  Royal  Degree  was  culled  "  the  preparatory 
degree,"  until  April  IC,  1819, when  the  word  "preparatory" 
was  dropped.  As  Cross  acted  as  a  member  of  this  Council 
during  this  time,  its  action  has  the  more  significance. 

Action  was  taken  in  October,  1818,  looking  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Grand  Council,  and  on  May  19,  1819,  the  Grand 
Council  of  Select  Masters  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  was 
formed,  the  first  Grand  body  of  the  Rite  that  ever  existed. 
The  constitution  authorized  the  Councils  to  confer  "  the  de- 
gree of  Royal  and  Select  Master."  Whether  the  use  of  the 
word  "  degree  "  (in  the  singular  number)  was  intended  or  not, 
cannot  now  be  determined,  but  the  plural  number  was  used 
shortly  afterwards.  It  is  certain  that  between  May,  1818, 
and  August,  1819,  Cross  perfected  his  system  for  organizing 
Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  summer  of  1819,  commenced  issuing  warrants  for  such 
Councils.  In  the  summer  of  1819,  he  published  a  pamphlet 
which  has  no  title  page  or  date  of  publication,  but  Cross 
mentions  it  in  a  letter  to  John  Harris,  written  in  August, 
1819.  It  contains  a  "  certificate,"  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy : 

•*  I  hereby  certify  that,  having  been  duly  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Council  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  es- 
tablish  and  organize  Councils  of  Select  Masters  in  any  State  of  the 
United  States,  where  there  was  not  already  a  Grand  Council  formed,  i 
have  by  the  high  powers  in  me  vested  by  the  aforesaid  Grand  Council 
established  the  following  Councils  of  i^elect  Masters,  and  granted  then 
a  warrant  of  Constitution. 

' '  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  D.  G.  P. " 
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Then  follows  a  list  of  thirty-three  Councils,  the  date  when 

"  established,"  and  the  names  of  the  three  first  officers.     At 

(least  five  of  them  existed  only  on  paper,  and  seven  were 

stablished   by  John    H.  Cotton,   claiming  to  be  "Acting 

■).  G.  P.,"  and  spoken  of  by  Cross  in  thif   pamphlet  as  his 

proxy."    He  does  not  give  a  copy  of  his  authority  in  this 

amphlet,  as  he  naturally  would  have  done  if  be  really  had 

ny  written  authorization. 

It  has  been  assumed  by  one  author  that  these  thirty-three 

ere  all  that  Cross  established  ;  but  the  assumption  is  erro- 

eous.     Cross  continued  to  establish  councils  personally  and 

y  his  "  proxies,"  James  Cushman,  Walter  Janes,  and  others. 

ohn  Barker  received  the  degrees  in  New  Haven  Council. 

hether  he  was  the  same  John  Barker  who,  as  the  agent  of 

e  Southern  Supreme  Council,  afterwards  formed  Councils 

Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  other 

tates,  I  cannot  tell,  but  as  the  form  of  the  warrant,  which 

e  gave,  follows  the  language  almost  exactly  of  those  of 

ross,  substituting  Supreme  Council,  etc.,  for  Grand  Council 

)f  Maryland,  I  feel  very  sure  that  he  studied  under  Cress, 

nd  it  is  very  probable  that  he  is  the  one  who  received  the 

egrees  in  the  Council  of  which  Cross  was  a  member. 

When  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  assumed  jurisdic- 

ion  over  the  Select  Degree,  in  1824,  there  were  in  existence 

rand  Councils  in  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Hampshire, 

orth  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  probably  Vermont,  as  one 

as  organized  in  1821.     Under  the  jurisdiction  of  these 

rand  Councils  were  over  sixty  subordinates ;  the  degrees 

ere  being  disseminated  under  the  authority  of  these  bodies, 

well  as  under  the  authority  of  the  Southern  Supreme 

louncil.     Within  three  years  after  1824,  Grand  Councils 

ere  formed  in  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Massachusetts  ;  but 

ur  of  those  organized  before  1828  went  down  in  the  anti- 

asonic  storm  that  swept  over  the  United  States,  and  yet 

e  Council  system  was  firmly  established.     Cross  was  the 

thor  of  this  system  beyond  question.     He  took  two  side 

grees  which  from  their  very  nature  cannot  be  under  the 

elusive  control  of  any  one,  and  organized  them  into  a  sys- 

im  as  regular  as  the  lodge  or  chapter  system. 

Barker,  adopting  the  system  of  Cross,  but  hailing  under 

e  Southern  Supreme  Council,  disseminated  the  degrees  in 

e  South  and  West  nearly  as  extensively  as  did  Cross  in  the 

orth  and  East.     Barker  signed  his  warrants,  adding  to  his 

me  "  K.  H.,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector-General 

~,  and  agent  for  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  United  States 
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of  America."  That  he  had  any  specific  authority  from  that 
Supreme  Council,  I  have  never  seen  any  evidence,  and  I  do 
not  lelieve.  While  Cross  si^^mcd  as  "  Deputy  Grand  Puis- 
sant" of  the  Grand  Council  of  AJaryland,  and  Barker  as  agent 
of  the  Supreme  Council,  neither  of  them  had  any  authority 
to  form  Councils  other  than  that  inherent  in  themselves  as 

fossessors  of  the  degrees  ;  but  that  was  amply  sutHcient.  As 
have  already  said,  a  "  side  degree  "  is  a  degree  not  under 
the  control  of  any  governing  body,  and  any  one  possessor  of 
it  has  as  much  control  over  it  as  any  other  possessor,  and 
until  its  possessors  organize  it,  a  discussion  of  whether  a 
possessor  of  it  has  received  authority  to  confer  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  absurd.  In  1824  the  vast  body  of  the  possessors  of  it 
had  assented  to  and  adopted  the  Council  system  proposed  by 
Cro.ss;  a  very  small  fraction  of  them  in  Maryland  desired  to 
turn  the  Select  Degree  over  to  the  Chapter  ;  the  former  in- 
sisted that  the  degrees  should  be  conferred  only  on  Royal 
Arch  Masons ;  the  latter  insisted  that  they  should  precede 
the  Royal  Arch  ;  this  difference  was  a  grave  one,  so  grave  as 
to  prevent  the  recognition  by  the  former  of  those  made  by 
the  latter  ;  it  was  a  case  in  which  the  small  minority  must 
yield  to  the  great  majority  or  go  to  the  wall. 

In  1827,  when  the  question  was  first  raised  as  to  the  sys- 
tem to  be  adopted,  the  predominance  in  favour  of  the  Coun- 
cil system  was  still  more  decisive,  and  the  decision  of  every 
jurisdiction  which  acted  upon  the  matter,  was  against  the 
Maryland  proposition.  Fourteen  years  later,  the  Grand 
Council  of  Virginia,  relying  upon  the  statement  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  and  evidently  in  utter  ignor- . 
ance  of  the  true  history  of  the  degrees,  surrendered  them 
to  the  chapters.  In  18G4  Texas  surrendered  the  degrees,  not 
to  the  chapters  to  be  a  part  of  the  chapter  system,  but  to 
councils  appurtenant  to  the  chapters.  Within  a  few  years 
Mississippi  undertook  to  do  the  same  thing :  the  result  of 
that  effort  was  the  combination  of  the  Grand  Councils  in  a 
General  Grand  Council.  It  is  m-inifest  to  me  that  if  the 
national  organization  had  been  organized  in  1820,  so  that 
the  Cryptic  Masons  throughout  the  country  would  have  had 
communication  with  each  other,  and  learned  the  real  history 
of  the  degrees,  the  attempt  to  tui-n  them  over  to  the  chap- 
ters would  never  have  been  made.  As  it  is,  the  Council 
system  is  more  firmly  established  than  ever  before  in  the 
history  of  the  Rite. 
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CHAPTER  VH. 

^UE  OkIGIN  and    AUTHKNTICITV   OF    THK  CuYI'TIl)  DeoUKES  DlSCrsSKD 

BY    Alijekt  Pikk— An    JixiiAUsriVK    KKruuT    to    the   Grand 
Chaii'ek  of  Akkansas. 


^N  the  year  1852  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas,  at 
its  annual  convocation,  had  its  attention  drawn 
in  tlie  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  to  the 
conflicting  statements  in  connection  with  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees,  the  power 
[f  Chapters  to  confer,  and  the  claim  made  by  Grand  Chap- 
jrs   over  these  degrees.     The  subject  being  a  complex  one 
jquiring  research  and  study,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
lost  Excellent  Companion   Albert  Pike,  the  Chairman  of 
le  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage.     His  efforts  are 
mtained  in  a  most  exhaustive  report,  which  was  presented 
1853  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas,  printed  as  an 
)pendix  to  the  proceedings  of  that  body  in  the  year  named, 
pie  document  itself  is  rare  and  has  long  since  passed  out  of 
flint.     Through,  however,  the  courtesy  of  Most  Excellent 
Companion  S.  Stacker  Williams,   of   Newark,  Ohio,  I  am 
ivoured  with  a  copy,  and  as  it  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
[asonic  literature,  especially  to  those  interested  in  not  only 
fryptic  work  but  also  to  the  Capitular  student,  I  have  re- 
roduced  it  as  given  in  the  original,  confident  that  its  pub- 
2ation  will  be  received  with  i)leasure. 

\To  the  Most  Excellent  Gmnd  High  Prlvst,  Kimi  and  Scribe  of  the  Most 
IJxccllod  Grand  Bo yal  Arch  Chapter  of  A rkansati, 

[•'  At  the  liist  annual   Convocation   of  the   Most   Excellent  Grand 
t>yal  Arch  Chapter  of  Arkansas  it  was  ordered  that  so  much  of   the 
umunication  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Hi^li  Priest  to  that  Con- 
cation,  as  suggested  action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  should 
referred  to  the  Committee   on    Masonic  Law  and  Usaye,  with  in- 
ductions to  report  at  the  next  annual  Convocation. 
'•  Three  questions  only  seem  to  the  ccjmmittee  to  be  suggested  by  the 
inmunication  referred  to  for  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  ;  and 
Ifortunately  each  is  of  importance,  and  owing  to  the  conflicting  au- 
prities  of  doubtful  solution. 

r  The  first  is  as  to  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of  Chapters  and  Grand 
iptera  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master.     It  is  true 
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that  the  late  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  iiiggeiti  the  question 
ai  to  the  existence  of  this  power  in  Orand  Chapters,  and  that  only  in 
States  where  Orand  Ouunoils  do  not  exist.  But  the  claim  to  jurisdic- 
tion is  by  far  more  extensive.  It  is,  as  put  forward  by  high  authority 
elsewhere,  that  all  the  Chapters  have  the  rit<ht  to  confer  these  degrees 
as  preparatory  to  the  degree  of  the  Uoyal  Arch  without  regard  tu  the 
existence  of  Councils  and  Grand  Councils  within  their  jurisdiction. 

'*  Since  the  last  annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  two 
Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  b«ve  been  established  in  this 
State  by  direct  authority  from  the  Supret  incil  of  the  33rd  degree, 

for  the  Southern  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni  otateo,  sitting  at  Charles- 
ton  ;  and  those  Councils  and  their  members  do  and  will  refuse  to  re- 
cognize AS  regular  Royal  and  Select  Masters  snch  as  have  received 
these  degrees  in  a  Chapter  only.  This  qiiestion,  therefore,  has  now  be- 
come of  practical  importance  within  this  jurisdiction  ;  and  according 
as  the  right  may  be,  the  jurisdiction  to  confer  these  de^rrees  should  at 
once  and  explicitly  be  claimed  or  disclaimed  by  this  Grand  Chapter 
for  itself  or  its  subordinates. 

"  Your  committee  think  it  much  to  be  regretted  that  jurisdiction  to 
confer  these  degrees  is  still  claimed  by  Chapter  Masonry.  There  ii  ^ 
not  the  slightest  probability  that  the  Grand  Councils  of  Royal  and  Se- 
lect Masters,  existing  in  several  of  the  States,  or  the  Supreme  Coun- 
cils of  the  33rd  Degree  at  Charleston  and  Boston,  will  ever  relinquish 
these  degrees  to  the  Chapters  or  Grand  Chapters;  and  even  if  the  juris-  . 
diction  did  more  properly  belong  to  the  Chapters,  and  was  usurped  on 
the  part  of  the  other  bodies,  union  and  harmony  are  so  important  thai 
it  would  be  far  better  for  the  Chapters  yield  up  and  concede  the 
power  than  to  create  continued  disp  nd  dissension  by  irritating 

claims  to  a  jurisdiction  which  neve.  be  exclusive  in  them,  and 

ought  not  to  be  concurrent  for  obvious  considerations.  The  Scotcli 
Rite,  numbering  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and 
Master  Mason  as  the  three  first  of  its  33rd  degree,  and  undoubtedly 
entitled  to  confer  them,  has,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  relinquished 
them  altogether  to  the  York  Rite  ;  and  though  it  does  not  confer  then 
it  requires  them  to  be  obtained  in  a  York  Lodge  before  a  oandidftU 
can  receive  any  of  the  degrees  which  it  still  confers. 

**  But  your  committee  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  Chapters  hatf^ 
no  valid  claim  to  the  jurisdiction.     There  is  really  little  doubt  as  t 
the  true  origin  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.     Dr.  Oliver,  in  a  work  hi 
profound  research,  though  containing  many  extravagant  claims  anc: 
absurd  pretensions,  says  that  *  there  exists  sufficient  evidence  to  dii  | 
approve  all  conjectures  as  to  an  early  origin  of  this  degree,  and  t;! 
fix  the  era  of  its  introduction  to  a  period  which  is  coeval  with  thj 
memorable  schism  among  the   English  Masons  about  the  middle  i 
the  last  century.'     He  means,  as  others  have  alleged,  that  it  was  it 
vented  by  Dermott.      And  Companion  Mackey,   of  South  Caroliw- 
the  fulness  and  accuracy  of  whose  Masonic  learning  is  well  know: 
says  in  his  Lexicon,  '  It  seems  to  me,  as  the  result  of  a  careful  exau 
nation  of  the  evidence  adduced,  that  before  the  year  1740  the  essenti  ■ 
element  of  the  Royal  Arch  constituted  a  part  of  the  third  degree,  uj 
that  about  that  year  it  was  s^^vered  from  that  degree  and  tranferR| 
to  another  by  the  schismatic  body  calling  itself  the  Grand  Lodi;ei 
England  according  to  the  old  constitutions.'     (Mackey's  Lexicoi* 
p.  433.) 
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'*  Dr.  Oliver  altogether  denies  that  the  Royal  Arch  is  a  separate  de* 

Be  at  all.     He  says  that  he  is  persuaded  '  that  the  Lodge  of  Reoon- 

liation,  which  was  formed  of  the  Most  Eminent  Masons  from  both 

ie  ancient  and  modem  parties  at  the  union,  assisted  by  experienced 

itch  and  Irish  brethren,  decided  right  when  they  pronounced  thst 

ire  ancient  Masonry  consists  of  three  degrees  and  no  more,  viz.» 

>se  of  the  entered  apprentice,  the  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason, 

Binding  the  Supreme  Order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.'    2.  Landm.» 

46H.     Articles  of  union  11.     The  union  took  place  in  1813. 

I"  And  he  adds  in  a  note  :  '  The  Royal  Arch  is  evidently,  therefore, 

be  considered  a  completion  of  the  third  degree,  which  indeed  ap- 

irs  broken  and  imperfect  without  it,  and  originally  was  conferred 

iplete  at  one  time,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  only  ;  for  private  lodges 

tvious  to  the  year  1725  wer<>  not  authorized  to  raise  a  Master  Mason.' 

the  ancient  rules  of  the  Grand  Lodge  we  find  in  Article  X.  that 

ipprentices  must  be  admitted  Fellow  Crafts  and  Masters  only  here 

rand  Lodge),  unless  by  a  dispensation  from  the   Grand    Master.' 

is   uncertain  when  this  division  of  this  degree  took  place  ;    but 

Bre  is  presumptive  evidence  to  prove  that  the  Royal  Arch  was  in- 

Ituted  after  the  revival  in  1717,  and  that  it  was  in  existence  in  the 

ir  1730.     When  the  French  imported  Freemasonry  from  this  coun- 

in  1725,  the  Master  Mason's  Degree  was  evidently  perfect ;  for  I 

re  before  me  a  French  floor  clotli  or  tracing-board,  which  contains 

true  Master's  Word,  as  it  was  used  by  the  French  of  that  period.' 

D.  4<J8,N.  13.) 

^*  Our  brethren  of  the  eighteenth  century  seldom  advanced  beyond 
first  degree.     Few  were  passed,  and  fewer  still  were  raised  to  the 
rd.     (2  Oliver's  Landmarks,  230,  N.  75.) 

f '  The  Master's  Degree  was  then  far  less  comprehensive  than  it  ia 

[present.      The  third  lecture   consisted  of    only  seven  questions. 

D.  N.  75-77.)    The  truth  is  considered  by  high  authority  to  be 

It  the  whole  second  or   A7u  part  of  degree  was  borrowed  afterwards 

the  Scottish  Rite. 

"  Lawrence  Dermott   claims  to  have  proved  the  existence  of  the 

^al  Arch  Degree  prior  to  1744.     There  is  certainly  no  authentic 

)f  of  its  existence  much  before  that  time.     It  was  then  conferred 

on  actual    Past  Musters.     Dermott,  after  some  remarks  on  the 

^duct  of  certain  brothers  who  were  dissatisfied  at  not  having  been 

litted  to  the  Royal  Arch,  says,  '  To  this  I  will  add  the  opinion  of 

Worshipful  Drother,  Dr.  Fit  field  D'Assigney,  printed  in  the  year 

Some  of  the  fraternity,'  says  he,  '  have  expressed  an  uneasi- 

at  the  Royal  Arch  being  kept  a  secret  from  them,  since  they 

already  passed  through  the  usual  degrees  of  probation ;  but  I 

lot  help  being  of  opinion  that  they  have  no  right  to  any  such 

bfit  until  they  make  a  proper  application,  and  are  received  with 

[formality  as  having  passed  the  chair,  and  given  undeniable  proofa 

■leir  skill.'    (2  Oliver's  Landmarks,  240,  N.  3.) 

The  Royal  Order  of  Scotch  Masonry  takes  no  notice  of  the  Scotch 

ll  Arch  Degrees,  which  are  a  mere  sequel  to  the  Master  Mason's  De- 

and  hence  it  is  concluded  that  they  were  not  in  existence  when 

loyal  Order  was  established.     (I.  D.,  14,  N.  37.) 

The  Master's  Degree  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century  was  not 

»rred  indiscriminately  as  it  is  now.     By  the  old  charges  it  waa 

I  necessary  that  a  brother  should  be  a  Fellow  Craft  to  be  eligible 

le  office  of  Warden   or  Master,  and   this  degree  qualified   a 
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noble  brother  for  the  Grand  Mastership  of  England.  Indeed  no  one 
was  called  a  Master  Mason  until  he  had  become  Master  of  his  Lodge. 
A  Fellow  Craft,  and  even  an  Entered  Apprentice,  could  offer  his  opin- 
ion in  Grand  Lodge,  and  consequently  possessed  a  vote.-  A  brother 
could  enjoy  nil  the  privileges  of  the  Craft  without  being  a  Master 
Mason.     (L  D.,  5,  N.  6.) 

'*  When  Chapters,  independent  of  lodges,  were  first  established,  is  a 
different  matter.  Some  authorities  say  that  Chapters  were  first  estab- 
lished in  America,  in  1764  ;  some  say  not  until  1770  or  1777.  It  is 
certain  that  until  1707  there  was  no  organization  of  Grand  Chapters  in 
the  United  States.  Prior  to  that  time  Chapters  were  held  under  the 
authority  of  a  Master's  warrant,  although  the  consent  of  a  neisjhbour- 
ing  Chapter  was  generally  held  expedient.  In  1797  a  convt?<tion  of 
delegates  from  several  Chapters  in  the  Northern  States,  held  under 
Masters'  warrants,  met  at  Jbos'on,  denied  the  power  of  any  Grand 
Lodge  to  exercise  authority  over  il'>yal  Arch  Masons,  and  declared  it 
expedient  to  establish  a  Grand  Chapi^^r  ;  and  in  1798  one  was  accord- 
ingly organized  at  Hartford. 

"  The  history  of  this  is  thus  stated  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  ot  New  York,  in  their  report  in 
February,  1853  : 

'*'The  jurisdictions  which  originally  united  in  the  formation  of  a 
General  Grand  Chapter  were  New  Hampshire;  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont  and  New  York.  According  to  our  in- 
formation of  the  subject,  delegates  from  all  the  Chapters  of  these 
States,  except  two  or  three,  assembled  in  convention  at  Hartford  on 
the  fourth  Wednesday  in  January,  1798,  and  formed  a  constitution  for 
the  government  of  lloyal  Arch  Chapters  and  Lodges  of  Mark  Masters, 
Past  Masters  and  Most  Excellent  Masters  throughout  the  said  States.' 
This  we  believe  to  have  been  the  first  Grand  Chapter  constitutionally 
adopted  in  the  United  States,  except  it  may  be  the  one  adopted  in 
Pennsylvania  nearly  contemporaneously.  Indeed,  we  have  it  upon 
the  authority  of  Grand  Master  Webb,  that  '  until  the  year  1797  no 
Grand  Chapter  of  lloyal  Arch  Masons  was  organized  in  America. 
Previously  to  this  period  a  competent  number  of  companions  of  that 
degree,  possessed  of  sufiicient  abilities,  under  the  sanction  of  a  Master's 
warrant,  proceeded  to  exercise  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Royal 
Arch  Chapters  whenever  they  thoug'xt  it  expedient  and  proper.'  (Pro- 
eeedings  N.  Y.  Grand  Chapter,  75,  70). 

"  We  find  nowhere  any  hint  that  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master  were  ever  conferred  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland  ai  pre- 
paratory to  that  of  Royal  Arch.  CJertainly  they  never  were  conferred 
in  Lodges  or  in  the  Grand  Lodg9  when  the  Rcjyal  Arch  was  conferred 
there.  If  they  were  not  then  a  part  of,  or  preparatory  to,  that  degree 
how  have  they  now  become  so  ? 

"  In  the  year  1828  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  received  a 
communication  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maryland,  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  the  several  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States  assuming 
jurisdiction  over  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master.     Tlie  matter  i 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  on  the  26th  of  February, 
182'J,  and  their  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
*'  That  C'^mniittee,  after  extensive  and  careful  investigation,  reported  j 
that  in  February,   1783,  Dr.  Ddlcho  and  many  others  received  those  j 
degrees  in  Charleston  in  the  Sublime  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection,  then  : 
«stablishecf  in  that  city.     That  when  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  ] 
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Jerusalem  was  established  in  Charleston  on  the  20th  of  February, 
1788,  Joseph  Myers,  one  of  the  Deputy-Inspectors  who  established  it, 
deposited  in  the  archives  certified  copies  of  the  decrees  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters,  from  Berlin,  in  Prussia,  to  serve  for  the  future  guid- 
ance and  government  of  that  new  body.  That  from  1788  the  Grand 
Officers  and  Supreme  Council  of  Inspectors-General  at  Charleston  had 
been  steadily  in  the  habit  of  conferring  these  degrees  ;  and  in  1828 
numbers  of  Councils  of  Select  Masters  were  acting  under  their  author- 
ity in  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  The  committee  had  seen  and 
perused  the  first  copy  of  those  degrees  that  ever  came  to  America,  and 
old  copies  of  Charters  that  had  been  returned  by  Councils  in  States 
where  Grand  Councils  had  been  formed  and  (  barters  obtained  from 
such  Grand  Councils.  Andthecommittee  reported  that  these  degrees  had 
then  been  under  a  regular  and  independent  Masonic  protection  and 
authority  for  more  than  forty-six  years,  and  were  so  circumstanced  in  the 
United  States  at  a  period  lonp  prior  to  the  establishment  of  Grand  or 
General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  or  even  of  Chaptern  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  any  part  of  the  world  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Carolina  ouijht  to  avoid  all  collision  with  contemporary  Masonic 
jurisdictions  regularly  established  and  much  longer  in  existence  than 
their  own,  and  so  reported  a  formal  resolution  (which  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter unanimoucly  adopted)  that  it  was  '  improper  and  inexpedient  to 
assume  a  jurisdiction  over  the  said  degrees,  and  thus  to  interfere  with 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  onr  brethren  in  another  and  higher  order 
of  Freemasonry.'  {S.  0.  and  West  Masonic  Miscell&ny,  1853,  p.  p. 
116  to  118.) 

"The  Royal  Arch  in  England  at  this  day  is  practised  as  a  fourth 
degree,  and  the  possession  of  the  Past  Mastership  is  not,  as  it  is  in  this 
country,  considered  a  necessary  qualification  for  exaltation.  Any  wor- 
thy Master  Mason  is  there  considered  eligible  to  receive  the  honouts 
of  the  Royal  Arch.  It  is  not  there  considered  '  as  essentially  a  degree 
but  the  perfection  for  the  third.'  (i.  D.,  433.  Freemason^s  Quarterly 
Reviexo,  1843,  p.  464.) 

"In  Ireland,  the  Royal  Arch  diflfers  materially  from  the  degree  in 
England  and  America.  The  system  there  consists  of  three  degrees,  the 
Excellent,  Super-Excellent  and  Roj^al  Arch ;  and  the  past  Master's 
Degree  is  indispensable  for  exaltation. 

"Neither  in  England  nor  in  Ireland  does  the  Royal  Arch  Degree 
correspond  with  ours.     In    England,  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  are  intro- 
duced as  the  companions  of  thn  three  principal  officdrs,  which  is  a  sin- 
jgular  anachronism.      In  Ireland  the  Excellent  and  Super  Excellent 
refer  to  events  connected  with  the  lei;a.  ion  of  Moses,  and  the  Royal 
I  Arch  to  2nd  Chronicles,  chapter  xxxiv!,  and  expressly  to  the  14th 
verse:  '  And  when  they  brought  out  the  money  that  was  brought  into 
jthe  house  of  the  Lord,  Bilkiah  the  Priest  found  a  Book  of  the  Law  of 
the  Lord  given  by  Moses  '     The  date  of  the  degree  is  therefore  624 
jB.  C,  or  ninety  years  earlier  than  ours.     (Mackey's  Lexicon,  434.) 

"  In  Scotland  the  era  of  the  Legion  is  the  same  as  here,  but  the  or- 
tganization  of  the  system  is  different.  The  Mark  and  Past  Master, 
[which  are  called  '  Chair- Master's  Degrees',  are  indispensable  qiialifi- 
iGations,  and  after  these  candidates  receive  two  others,  Excellent  and 
tSuper-Excellent,  as  preparatory  to  the  Royal  Arch.  Chapters  in  Scot- 
iland  also  confer  on  Royal  Arch  Masons  the  Degrees  of  Royal  Ark 
|Mariner8  and  Red  Cross  Kiiis^ht,  the  latter  receiving  from  them  the 
lame  of  '  Babylonish  Pass.'  The  Scotch  Masons  contend  that  the  Royal 
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Arch  with  its  subsidiary  degrees  constitutes  a  part  of  Templar  Masonry. 
(I.  D.,  431,  Qeneral  Rejfulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Order  of 
Ruyal  Arch  Masons  in  Scotland,  Edinburgh,  1845.) 

"  Now  the  truth  of  these  facts  does  not  depend  on  hearsay  or  tradi* 
tion.  They  are  not  to  be  denied,  least  of  all  by  Masons,  unless  they 
are  willing  to  shake  the  foundations  of  the  whole  system.  They  are 
stated  by  irreproachable  Masons  of  the  York  Rite  upon  their  own 
personal  knowledge.  Of  the  illustrious  brothers,  Myers,  Spitzer,  and 
Forat,  the  committee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  said, 
'  the  above  named  three  respectable  Brethren  and  Companions  are  and 
have  steadily  been  members  and  officers  of  the  said  Council  of  Princes 
of  Jerusalem.  Their  evidence,  therefore,  must  be  conclusive  upon 
these  points.' 

'*  The  same  committee  (Royal  Arch  Masons,  be  it  observed,  and  a 
committee  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  enquiring  into  its  own  jurisdiction) 
snid  of  the  brothers  and  Companions,  Dr.  F.  Dalcho,  Dr.  Isaac  Auld, 
Dr.  James  Moultrie,  senr.,  and  Moses C.  Levy,  Esq.,  who  received  these 
degrees  in  Charleston  in  1733,  from  the  Sublime  Grand  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection, '  three  of  the  above-named  brothers  are  still  living,  venerable  j 
for  their  years  and  warm  attachment  to  the  glorious  cause  of  Freetna- 1 
sonry,  and  highly  respected  and  esteemed  for  their  standim^  in  the] 
community  where  they  have  so  long  honourably  sojourned,  and  they] 
are  still  members  of  the  same  Sublime  Body.' 

"  And  within  the  knowled<;e  of  the  comn....tee  itself,  which  hadl 
made  an  '  extensive  and  careful  investigation,'  the  Supreme  Councilf 
and  its  officers  from  its  organization,  had  been  steadily  the  habit  of  j 
conferring  these  degrees  as  had  its  Grand  Officers  uadei  .ts  authority,! 
In  1829,  many  Councils  were  acting  under  their  authority  in  the  South- 
ern and  Western  States ;  and  the  committee  had  seen  and  examinedl 
many  old  copies  of  charters  issued  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Council,  andf 
returned  when  Grand  Councils  were  formed. 

*'  There  is  still  further  testimony  to  be  adduced.     The  report  to  the^ 
Grand   Chapter,   which  we  have  quoted,    was  made  by  Companion 
Moses  Holbrook,  its  chairman,  and  unanimously  adopted,  the  Gran(i| 
Chapter  thus  affirming  the  veracity  of  the  Masonic  witnesses  whox 
testimony  was  adduced.     In  1830  the  same  Companion  Holbrook  wai 
Most  Puissant  Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  Sovereign- 
Grand  Inspectors-General  of  the  38rd  degree  for  the  Southern  Jamii 
diction  of  the  United  States. 

♦'  •  In  February,  A.  I.  2383,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priejij; 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina,  John  H .  Honour,  who  wai  J 
then  and  still  is  Most  Puissant   Grand  Commander  of  the  Supreni^| 
Council  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors-General  of  the  33rd  degree  foi  i 
the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  at  Charleston,  stated  i: 
his  address  to  the  Grand  Chapter  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  uianc 
script  copy  of  the  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  in  which  there  was  a  noti;^ 
in  the  handwriting  of  Brother  Holbrook,  dated  15th  March,  1830,  i' 
these  words : 

"  'In  Brother  Snell's  book  is  written  the  following  : 

«*  ♦  Supreme  Council  Chamber,  Charleston,  S.  C,  10th  Feb.,  1827. 

*"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  detached  degrees,  called  Royal  i^-i 
Select  Master,  or  Select  Masters  of  27,  were  regularly  given  by  th  f 
Sublime  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection  (No.  2  in  the  U.  8.  A  )  establiit ' 
ed  by  Brother  Isaac  Da  Costa,  in  Charleston,  in  February,  1783,  or 
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of  the  original  members  of  which,  Most  Illustrious  Brother  Moses  C. 
Levy,  is  still  alive  and  a  member  of  it  to  this  day,  without  ceasing  to 
be  so  for  a  day.  And  further,  that  at  the  first  establishment  of  a 
Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  in  Charleston,  in  February, 
1788,  by  the  Illustrious  Deputy  Inspectors-General  Joseph  Myers,  B. 
M.  Spitzer  and  A.  Forst,  Brother  Myers  (who  succeeded  Brother  Da 
Costa  after  his  decease)  deposited  a  certified  copy  of  the  degrees,  from 
Berlin,  in  Prussia,  to  be  under  the  guidance  and  fostering  protection  of 
the  government  of  the  above  Grand  (!)uuncil  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem.' 
"  '  Brother  Myers  shortly  after  this  (20th  February,  1788),  resided 
some  time  in  Norfolk,  Richmond  and  Baltimore  previous  to  his  remo- 
val to  Europe,  and  he  communicated  a  knowledge  of  these  degrees  to 
a  number  of  brethren  in  these  cities.  The  original  copy  is  still  in  my 
keeping  ;  and  agreeably  to  the  obligations  of  the  same,  and  the  Grand 
constitutions  governing  those  degrees,  viz.,  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
of  27,  it  in  correct  and  lawful  to  give  them  either  to  Sublime  Mnsons 
who  have  arrived  to  the  Knights  of  the  9th  Arch  (13th),  or  to  Com- 
panions of  the  3rd  Arch  (Royal  Arch  Masons).' 

"  Now,  as  to  these  facts,  we  think  we  are  entitled  to  say  that,  what- 
lever  opini(iU  the  profane  may  entertain  as  to  this  testimony,  any  Mason 
[who  denies  its  truth  or  insinuates  a  doubt  as  to  the  facts  thus  testified  to 
I  by  men  who,  to  attain  the  33rd  degree,  had  to  be  Royal  Arch  Masons 
land  Knights  Templar,  takes  particular  pains  to  inform  all  the  rest  of 
jthe  world  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  any  Masonic  testimony, 
[but  that  a  Mason,  like  some  of  the  old  fathers,  hulda  it  to  be  justifiable 
I'  to  lie  for  the  good  of  the  church,'  and  so  advises  them  to  look  upon 
ill  Masonry  as  a  mere  fable  and  collection  of  old  wives'  tales  ;  and  that 
Masonry  the  stronger  the  testimony  and  the  less  the  probability  of 
listake  the  greater  the  lie. 

"  If  we  cannot  believe  Masons  of  the  loftiest  character  and  standing, 
testifying  to  facts  within  their  own  knowledge,  how  are  we  to  believe 
tradition  ?  Which  of  the  legends  in  the  York  Kite  has  testimony  as 
{ood  to  support  it  ?  Either  this  testimony  is  true,  or  all  Masonry  is 
>ne  hideous  lie.  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the 
irand  Chapter  of  Illinois  says  in  its  report,  at  the  Convocation  in  Sep- 
)mber,  A.  I.  2382,  that  it  does  not  know  whence  the  Supreme  Coun- 
derive  their  exclusive  authority,  and  would  like  to  be  informed. 
Lnd  we  now  frankly  ask  that  and  all  other  Grand  Chapters  whether 
ley  have  any  more  authentic  information  as  to  any  one  single  fact  of 
lasonic  history  or  tradition  than  we  have  quoted  as  to  the  jurisdic- 
over  the  Council  degrees  belonging  of  right  to  the  Supreme 
poiincils. 
"  The  Committo  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  Vermont  says  that  it 
in  be  proved  that  these  degrees  were  conferred  in  this  country  prior 
1783  ;  that  it  has  good  authority  for  saying  that  as  early  as  1766  they 
»re  conferred  in  the  city  of  Albany,  and  that  it  is  '  an  opinion  sus- 
ined  by  strong  authority  '  that  at  that  time  they  came  from  France, 
id  not  from  Prussia.  If  Ihey  came  from  France,  they  did  not  come 
)m  the  York  Rite.  But  we  have  no  doubt  they  were  so  conferred 
tere.  Sublime  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  I  (that  in  Charleston  being 
^o.  2)  was  the  first  Lodge  of  Perfection  established  in  the  United 
ites,  and  it  was  established  at  Albany  prior  to  1783.  No  doubt  the 
jrrees  were  conferred  by  or  under  the  authority  of  that  Lodge. 
["  Let  us  explain  in  regard  to  these  Lodges  of  Perfection  and  Coun- 
of  Princes  of  Jerusalem.    A  Lodge  of  Perfection  is  the  lowest 
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body  in  the  Scotch  liite.  It  is  composed  of  those  who,  having  taken 
the  three  symbolic  degrees  of  the  York  Rite  (which  are  indispensable 
to  the  taking;  of  any  degree  in  the  Scotch  Kite,  being  numbered  1,  2, 
and  3  in  that  Rite,  though  now  never  conferred  there),  have  taken 
the  ineffable  degrees,  those  numbered  from  4  to  14  inclusive,  being 
eleven  in  number,  and  ending  with  '  Grand  Elect  Perfect  and  Sublime 
Master,'  or  *  Orand  Ecossais  de  It  Voute  Sxcree  de  Jacques  VI.,*  the 
14th  degree  in  the  Scotch  Rite,  and  the  20th  in  the  Rite  of  Misraim. 
It  is  the  last  of  those  ineffable  degrees  that  refer  to  the  first  temple. 
The  presiding  officers  of  a  Lodge  of  Perfection  must  have  the  IGth 
degree. 

"  The  next  two  degrees,  numbered  15  and  16,  called  *  Knights  of 
the  East '  and  '  Princ-'S  of  Jerusalem,'  are  conferred  in  a  body  called 
a  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  ;  then  tlie  17th  and  18th  in  a  boJy 
called  a  Chapter  of  Princes  of  Rose  Croix  ;  and  those  from  19  to  32 
inclusive  in  a  Consistory  of  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret. 

"  We  can  soon  learn  how  it  was  that  the  Council  degrees  came  about 
1 766  from  France,  and  not  from  Prussia.  In  1761 ,  the  lod<res  and 
councils  of  the  superior  degrees  being  extended  throughout  Europe, 
Frederic  II.  (or  the  Great),  King  of  Prussia,  as  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Order  of  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret,  or  32nd  degree,  was  by 
general  consent  acknowledged  and  recognized  as  Sovereign  and  Su- 
preme Head  of  the  Scotch  Rite.  The  Duke  of  Sundermania  was  his 
Deputy  in  Sweden,  and  Louis  of  Bourbon  in  France." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Arkansas  Report  continued— Stephen  Morin's  Work — Thb 
Frocerdings  at  Charleston— The  Action  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Mississippi. 


,;N  the  26th  of  October,  1762,  the  Grand  Masonic  Consti- 
tutiona  were  finally  ratified  in  Berlin,  and  proclaimed 
for  the  government  of  all  Masonic  bodies  working  in 
the  Scotch  Rite  over  the  two  hemispheres  ;  and  in  the 
same  year  they  were  transmitted  to  Stephen  Morin, 
who  had  been  appointed  in  August,  1761,  Inspector- 
general  for  the  New  World  by  the  Grand  Consistory  of  Princes  of  the 
jyal  Secret,  convened  at  Paris,  under  the  presidency  of  Ohaillon  de 
loinville,  representative  of    Frederic  and  Substitute-General  of  the 
)rder.     It  will  be  remembered  that  the  thirty-third  degree  was  not 
^hen  created  ;    and,  under  Frederic  the  Great,  there  was  no  rank 
iigher  than  the  thirty-second,  nor  any  body  superior  to  a  Consistory. 
"  When  Morin  arrived  in  the  West  indies,  he,  agreeably  to  his 
itent,  appointed  M.  Hayes  a  Deputy  Inspector-General,  with  the 
>wer  of  appointing  others  when  necessary.     It  was  under  this  autho- 
ity,  coming,  it  is  true,  frum  the  Consistory  at  Paris,  held  by  that 
'  jnsistory  as  the  delegate  and  representative  of  Frederic  the  Great, 
liat  the  Lodges  of  Perfection  in  Albany  and  Charleston  were  estab- 
shed,  with  authority  to  confer  these  detached  degrees.     By  whom 
le  former  Lodge  was  established  we  are  not  informed.     The  latter 
organized  in  1783,  by  Isaac  Da  Costa,  appointed  by  Hayes,  Deputy 
spector  for  South  Carolina.    After  Da  Costa's  death,  Hayes  appointed 
)seph  Myers  to  succeed  him,  and  also  appointed  Solomon  Bush  Deputy 
ispector  for  Pennsylvania,  Berend  M.  Spitzer  for  Georgia,  and  A. 
orst  for  Virjpnia. 

"  Frederic,  head  of  an  Order  extending  through  the  principal 
|untries  of  Europe,  feared  that,  at  his  death,  dissensions  would  grow 
y  as  to  the  succession  to  what  was  in  fact  the  Masonic  throne  ;  to 
Iviate  which  he  created  the  33rd  degree,  of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspec- 
S-General,  to  be  conferred  only  on  nine  persons  in  each  nation,  who 
Duld  form  a  Supreme  Council,  serve  for  life,  and  exercise  in  that 
lion  all  the  powers  exercised  by  Frederic  himself  in  his  lifetime, 
is  degree  is  conferred  only  when  a  person  is  elected  to  the  Supreme 
incil,  which  happens  when  a  vac  incy  occurs  by  death  or  otherwise  ; 
'  it  is  never  applied  for.  This  Supreme  authority  was  established 
I  Frederic  in  1786,  he  then  ratifying  the  Grand  Constitutions  of  the 
>renie  Councils  of  the  33rd  degree,  and  vesting  the  Masonic  prero- 
iveo  of  Inspectors  in  the  Supreme  Councils  established  in  each 
jon.  By  special  authority  wo  Councils  w«)re  afterwards  allowed  in 
United  States  alone. 
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"  On  the  20th  of  February,  1788,  a  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem 
was  opened  in  Charleston,  by  the  three  Deputy  Inspectors  for  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Viri^inia.  This  continued  to  be  the  highoat 
body  in  America  until  1801.  In  the  meantime,  John  Mitchell  and 
Frederic  Dalcho  had  become  Sovereign  Grand  Inspectors-Genei-al,  and, 
on  the  Slst  of  May,  1801,  they  opened  a  Siiprerau  Council  in  Char- 
leston. In  the  course  of  two  years  the  whole  number  of  Inspectors- 
General  was  completed.  Upon  the  organization  of  this  Council  all 
existing  Lodges  of  Ptirfection  and  Councils  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem 
fell  of  course  under  its  jurisdiction.  It  succeeded  to  all  the  powers 
of  Frederic  the  Great  within  the  United  States ;  and  on  the  5th  of 
August,  1813,  a  similar  Council  was  est!«blished  at  New  York — lately 
removed  to  Boston — in  accordance  with  the  secret  constitutions,  by 
Emanuel  De  La  Motta,  aa  the  representative  and  by  the  authority  of . 
the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston  ;  and  thus  the  Northern  and  South- 
ern jurisdictions  were  severed. 

"  This  is  the  account  giveu  by  that  most  eminent  Mason,  Dr.  Dalcho, 
and  other  authentic  authoi-ities.     It  is  avouched  as  true  by  Companion  i 
Mackey,  an  Illustrious  lioyal  Arch  Mason  ;  by  Companion  John  H. 
Honour,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  South  Carolina ;  and  by  the| 
Grand  Chapter  of  that  State. 

"  We  should  like  to  know  what  historical  Masonic  facts  are  better,^ 
established.  We  should  be  glad  to  know  by  what  right  any  M>ison  de- 
nies their  truth  ;  thereby  directly  charging  these  Illustrious  Compan-; 
ions  with  rank  forgery  and  falsification  of  historical  truth.  And  we  em! 
phatically  say,  that  if,  to  a  Mason,  these  facts  are  not  to  be  taken  aal 
beyond  controversy  established,  nothing  in  Masonry  is  worthy  of  cre- 
dence, and  the  whole  fabric  tumbles  at  once  into  melancholy  ruin.  Hei 
who  denies  their  truth  strikes  a  blow  at  the  vitals  of  the  Order,  for  he| 
discredits  and  destroys  the  value  of  all  Masonic  testimony. 

"  We  need  only  suggest  on  what  very  slender  grounds  many  thinffil 
in  the  Royal  Arch  are  taken  as  proven  and  established.  Oliver  saji^ 
that  the  Master  Mason's  degree  was  complete  as  early  as  1730,  because^ 
he  had  seen  a  French  floor-cloth,  with  the  ineffable  word  upon  it.  The^ 
degrees  of  the  French  and  Scotch  Rites  are  occupied,  like  ours,  in  find-; 
ing  that  word,  and  they  do  find  it,  as  we  do,  in  a  secret  place,  and  are| 
rewarded  with  it  as  we  are.  Of  course  it  would  be  on  French  floor  J 
cloths  !  It  is  enough  to  say  that  nine -tenths  of  our  traditions  and 
Oliver's  historical  facts  and  landmarks,  have  not  a  tithe  of  the  testi/^ 
mony  to  support  them  which  is  adduced  in  regard  to  the  jurisdictioi 
of  the  Supreme  Council  over  the  Royal  and  select  Master's  degrees. 

"  Thus  it  appears  that  while,  up  to  1797,  there  was  no  such  thin: 
known  as  a  Grand  Chapter,  nor  any  Chapter  at  all,  except  under  anther 
rity  of  a  Warrant  from  the  Master  of  a  Blue  Lodge,  the  degrees  o 
Royal  and  Select  Master  came  from  France  prior  to  1783,  as  detacher 
degrees  of  the  Scotch  Rite  ;  the  latter  being,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Ec<  $ 
aaia  or  6  th  degree  of  the  French  Rite,  and  a  de$:ree  of  the  Rite  of  Per 
fection,  conferred  in  the  Scotch  Rite  as  an  auxiliary  degree  ;  and  tha 
from  1783,  if  not  from  1766,  they  were  conferred  by  Lodges  of  Perfei 
tion  and  Councils  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  under  authority  of  the  81 
preme  head  of  the  Scotch  Rite  ;  to  all  whose  powers  in  America,  an 
jurisdiction  over  them,  and  all  other  Lodges  and  Councils  of  that  Kit; 
the  Supreme  Council  succeeded  by  plenary  authority,  in  1801    The  pr 
fane,  we  say,  may  doubt  as  to  these  facts,  but  Masons  cannot,  witii''^ 
virtual  treason  to  the  Order.     What  then  can  the  later  creation,  tt 
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[Royal  Arch  Chapters,  have  to  do  with  these  older  and  higher  degrees 
|of  a  different  Rite,  and  subject  to  a  different  jurisdiction  ? 

"  Companion  Mackey,  of  whom  the  most  Excellent  Orand  High 
|Priest  of  Maryland,  Companion  B.  B.  French,  a  zealous  advocate  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chapters  over  these  degrees,  says,  in  reference 
this  identical  question,  that  *  no  man  in  this  Union  is  more  compe- 
fcent  to  give  correct  views  on  any  Masonic  subject  than  Brother  Mac- 
tey.'     In  another  article  which  we  find  quoted  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Qrand  Chapter  of  Mis- 
lissippi  for  1853,  says  that  the  obligations  of  these  degrees,  as  origin- 
illy  conferred,  provided  for  a  pledge  of  submission  to  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  33rd  degree  ;  that  it  was  not  until  1826  that  any  claim 
the  jurisdiction  was  set  up  on  behalf  of  Chapters  or  Grand  Chap- 
ters ;  in  which  year  the  Grand  ChApter  of  Maryland  addressed  a  circu- 
ir  to  the  other  Grand  Chapters  suggesting  '  the  propriety  of  those 
[>odies  assuming  jurisdiction  and  authority  over  these  degrees.    It  was 
ipon  this  circular  thai  the  report  above  quoted  was  made  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  South  Carolina.     Of  this  report,  and  a  subsequent  one  to 
\he  same  effect,  Companion  Mackey  says — and  being  Secretary-General 
kf  the  Supreme  Council,  he  knows  that  of  which  he  speaks — '  there  is 
Lbundant  evidence  in  the  Archives  of  the  Supreme  Council,  that  the 
historical  facts  detailed  in  the  preceding  report  are  correct.     Thirty 
rears  ago,  a  Council  of  Royal  and  St. act  Masons  was  unknown.     The 
legrees  were  entirely  conferred  by  Inspectors- General,  whose  authority 
}r  so  doing  was  derived  from  a  patent  granted  by  a  Supreme  Council 
If  the  33rd.     There  are  many  old  Masons  now  in  the  Southern  and 
Western  as  well  as  in  the  Northern  States  who  received  them  from 
brother  Barker,  the  accredited  as;ent  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council, 
^hoae  seat  of  government  is  at  Charleston.     And  indeed  we  think  we 
lay  safely  say,  as  the  report  we  have  cited  clearly  implies,  that  the 
tubordinate  Councils  now  existing  in  the  South  and  West  were  origi- 
iUy  organized  by  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  who  had  received  their  de- 
pees  from,  and  owed  allegiance  to,  the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston.' 
"  Brother  F.  Dalcho,  in  the  appendix  to  his  '  orations  delivered  in 
^e  Sublime  Grand  Lodge,'  in  the  year  1847,  says,  '  besides  those  de- 
'«)es  which  are  in  regular  succession,  most  of  the  Inspectors  are  in 
^aseasion  of  detailed — detached  (?)— degrees,  given  in  different  parts 
'  the  world,  and  which  they  generally  communicate,  free  of  expense, 
those  brethren  who  are  high  enough  to  understand  them.'    Among 
leae  he  enumerated  that  of  the  Select  Mason  of  27,  or  the  Select 

ster. 

I*'  Brother  Mackey  declares  that  the  Mark,  Royal  and  Select  were 

^ginally  honorary  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  aa  introduced  into  this 

intry  by  the  possessors  of  that  Rite  ;  that  in  1802  the  administrators 

[the  Scottish  Rite  granted  a  Warrant  of  Constitution  for  a  M^rk 

Ige  in  Charleston  ;  and  that  probably  the  York  Rite  is  indebted  to 

ibb  for  the  adoption  of  the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Master's  de- 

te.    (So.  &  West.  Mas.  Misc.  1852,  p.  290.) 

['The  system  practised  formerly,  in  France,  by  the  Grand  Orient, 
^sisted  of  only  two  Divisions,  including  seven  degrees,  the  5th  of 
ich  was  the  Ecossais— or  Scotch  Mason.  This  system,  the  French 
(Rite  Frangais  ou  modertie)  re-modelled  in  1786,  by  the  Grand 
lent,  still  consisted  of  seven  degrees  only,  the  5th  being  Grand 
)tch  elected  {Grand  Ecossais  Elu).  (2  Landmark  234,  N.  N.  66,  77.) 
skey's  Lexicon,  444,  157).     With  slight  modifications,   all  these 
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seven  degrees  formed  part  of  the  25  degrees  of  the  Rite  of  Perfeotion^ 
or  of  Heredom,  established  in  1754,  by  the  Chevalier  de  Bonneville. 

'*  Of  this  decree  of  Eoossais,  that  of  Select  Master  is  little  more 
than  a  modification.  (Mackey's  Lexicon  444,  157.)  The  Supreme 
Councils  conferred,  even  rfccently,  six  auxiliary  degrees,  in  addition  to 
what  are  considered  the  33  legitimate  degrees  ;  and  the  Eoossais  was 
perfectly  within  their  jurisdiction,  if  they  chose  to  confer  it. 

*'  It  is  perfectly  certain  that  York  Masonry  knows  nothing  whatever 
ehout  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  any  more  than  about 
any  other  of  the  Elu  degrees  of  the  Scotch  or  French  Rite  or  the  Rite 
of  Misraim.  Very  many  of  those  degrees  are  built  on  and  connected 
with  the  Master's  degree,  explaining  many  things  in  it,  and  going  into 
minute  and  very  interesting  details  ;  yet  no  one  has  ever  imagined 
that,  for  that  reason,  they  were  necessarily  parts  of  Ancient  York 
Masonry. 

"  What  title  can  Royal  Arch  Masonry  set  up  to  these  degrees  1  No- 
body pretends  that  they  were  originally  given  in  the  Lodges,  as  pre- 
paratory to,  as  part  of,  or  after,  the  Royal  Arch.     Unless  they  came 
from  the  Scotch  Rite,  no  one  knows  their  source  or  where  they  had 
birth,  any  more  than  they  R»n  tell  where  the  Mark  degree  came  from. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  evidence  that  they  were  conferred  in  England  U 
at  all,  until  very  lately.     Mackey  and  Oliver  assert  that  thoy  were  not, : 
and  that  though  Mark  Masonry  is  practised  in  many  of  the  English  ;| 
Lodges  or  Chapters  now,  it  is  rather  by  the  tolerance  than  the  sane- ; ' 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge.   (Lexicon  296.     2  Oliver's  Landmarks  72.)  |] 

"  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  f 
of  Mississippi,  in  January  last,  presented  a  very  full  s\\atement  of  the 
authorities  and  decisions  on  this  question  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  with- , 
out  expressing  any  opinion  of  their  own.    They  note,  incidentally,  ( 
that  the  colour  of  the  Royal  and  Select  Masters  is  black,  signifying  t| 
silence  and  secrecy,  *  which  are  familiar  words  to  the  Ancient  Craft  ^ 
Mason.'    It  is  hazardous  to  catch  at  slight  and  inconclusive  circum- 
stances like  that,  on  which  to  base  a  claim  to  a  degree,  or  establish  a 
historical  fact.     Those  words  are  familiar  to  all  Masons,  of  all  Rites, . 
and  the  allusion  to  them  in  this  connection  will  provoke  a  smile  from 
every  one  who  has  received  the  degrees  of  the  Scotch  Rite.     The  4tli 
degree  of  that  Rite  is  termed  the  Secret  Master  ;  and  in  more  than" 
one  of  the  degrees  the  same  words,  and  signs  representing  them,  are 
used. 

"  Brother  Mitchell,  late  editor  of  the  Signet,  in  St.  Louis,  whom 
the  Committee  quote,  discusses  the  subject  in  that  periodical  for  De- . 
cember,  1852.  He  thinks  that  the  Supreme  Council  ought  not  to  cliur  ,; 
these  degrees,  because  they  are  side  degrees,  and  not  included  in  the- 
published  lists  of  the  Degrees  under  their  control.     Do  not  the  Chap 
ters  claim  them  as  side  degrees  ?    Does  any  Chapter  claim  that  thej 
are  necessary  pre-requisites  to  the  taking  of  the  Royal  Arch ;  on 
necessary  qualification  to  entitle  to  a  seat  in  the  Chapter,  to  be  takei 
after  the  Royal  Arch  ?     Does  any  (chapter  require  a  Companion  ti 
take  them,  nolens  volens,  or  a  visitor  to  have  possession  of  them  ?    Is  i: 
not  merely  optional  with  their  members  whether  they  will  take  then 
at  all  ?    Do  the  published   listd  of  the   degrees  over  which  Cnapter 
claim  control  include  them  1    The  refj^ukr  degrees  of  the  Scotch  Riif 
are  33  ;  but  Oliver  could  have  taught  Brother  Mitchell  that  the  8i: 
prenie  Councils  blso  conferred  at  least  six  other  auxiliary  or  detache: 
degrees.     What  sort  of  a  degree  was  the  Mark,  what  the  Past  Maste: 
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what  the  M.  E.  Maater,  before  the  Chapters  assumed  jurisdiotinn  over 

I  tliem  ?     Each  one  of  them  was  a  detached  degree,  precisely  as  those  of 

Royal  and  Select  Masters  were  ;  and  nobody  knows  where  at  least  two 

1  of  them  came  from,  or  who  invented  them  ;  except  Scotch   Masons. 

B -other  Mitchell  thinks  that  it  would  not  be  generally  recognized,  if 

the  Grand  Lodges  were  to  assert  jurisdiction  over  the  dozens  of  side 

I  decrees  which  are  conferred  on  Master  Masons  or  the  Grand  Chapter 

[over  those  conferred  on  Royal  Arch  Masons.     Why  not,  if  they  are 

JMivsonic  degrees  at  all  1     It  would  be  doing  aeain  precisely  what  has 

been  dune  before,  what  is  in  fact,  doing  now.  What  else  is  the  process, 

I  At  present  going  on,  of  transmuting  the  Order  of  Priesthood  into  a 

I  ref^ular  degree  ?     What  else  was  taking  possession  of  the  Past  Master 

decree  ?    The  difference  is,  that  the  side  degrees  spoken  of  never  were 

[conferred  by  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  but  by  single  Masons,  or  informal 

Collections  of  Masons  ;  while  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Maater 

{were  conferred  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago,  and  have  ever  since  been 

conferred,  not  only  by  authority  of,  but  directly  by  the  Sovereign 

[Bodies  of  Scotch  Masonry. 

''  Bro.  Mitchell  says,  '  if  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  never  claimed 
jin  this  country  to  control  the  York  Rite,' — we  suppose  he  means  the 
(three  first  degrees — '  because  it  existed  here  independent  before  their 
! establishment,  why  should  they  observe  a  different  rule  as  to  the  Royal 
(And  Select  Degrees,  which  also  existed  here  prior  to  their  advent  from 
iPrusaia?'    The  Supreme  Councils  have  as  perfect  a  right  now  to  con- 
fer the  three  first  degrees,  as  they  ever  had,  if  they  chose  to  exercise 
They  relinquished  this  undoubted  right  fur  the  sake  of  harmony, 
ind  for  the  good  of  the  Order.     They  can  re-take  it  whenever  they 
choose.     They  did  not  relinquish  it,  '  because  it  existed  here  independ- 
|ent,  before  their  establishment,'  if  it  is  meant  to  say  that  they  had  no 
right  to  confer  the  first  degrees,  because  they  already  existed  here  in 
the  York  Rite.     We  should  now  recognize  a  Master  Mason,  made  in  a 
Trench  Lodge  iinder  the  Grand  Orient,  as  a  regular  Mason. 

"Nor  do  we  know  why  the  Supreme  Councils  are  bound  because  they 
lave  made  one  conceaaion,  for  the  aake  of  harmony,  and  the  good  of 
jthe  Order,  to  make  another  and  another,  as  often  as  anybody  sees  fit 
insist  upon  it.  Even  if  the  degrees  in  question  had  existed  here 
jrior  to  their  advent  from  Prussia,  that  would  affurd  no  reason  why 
Ehey  should  surrender  them.  That  assertion,  however,  is  very  far 
from  being  correct.  Nobody  has  ever  been  able  to  produce  the  slight- 
proof  of  it.  The  degrees  came,  it  is  true,  directly  from  the  Grand 
/onsistory  at  Paris,  convened  in  1761.  But  that  Consistory  was  con- 
vened by  authority  of  the  King  of  Prussia  ;  and  Chaillon  De  Joinville 
Presided  as  his  deputy.  We  have  lor>ked  in  vain,  among  all  the  loose 
Lnd  random  assertions  made  in  behalf  of  the  Chapter-pretence  to  this 
lurisdiction  for  any  proof  ;  and  we  do  trust  that,  if  there  be  any  such 
|roof,  it  will  by-and-bye  be  furnished.  What  we  want  to  see  is  evid- 
ice  thnt  any  body  of  men  organized  and  working  under  the  York 
tite,  or  any  person  under  authority  of  any  such  body,  ever  conferred 
'lese  degrees  until  after  1801,  or  even  prior  to  1826. 

*'  We  have  never  seen  any  other  alleged  basis  for  the  claim  of  the 

Bhapters  than  the  fact  that  these  degrees  naturally  belong  to  the 

poyal  Arch  Degree,  which  is  incomplete  and  imperfect  without  them, 

ley  explaining  what,  in  that  degree  is  otherwise  left  in  the  dark.    But 

one  has  ever  been  hardy  enough  to  pretend  that  they  have,  in  fact, 

Ben  carved  out  or  cut  away  from  that  Degree  ;  or  that  when  originally 
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Kiven  in  England  aa  the  completion  of  the  Master's  degree,  it  was  any 
less  imperfect  than  it  is  now  ;  or  that  it  then  included  as  a  component 
part  nf  itself,  these  decrees  or  their  equivalent. 

*'  Bfo.  Moore,  of  Boston,  sajs  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  dates  from 
the  building  of  the  second  Temple— the  Royal  and  Select  Decrees  from 
ihe  completion  of  the  first,  '  which  proves  that  the  Select  Degrees  are 
465  years  older  than  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  ;  and  were  instituted  at 
the  completion  ot  the  tirst  Temple.'  The  Committee  «m  Fore'^n  Cor- 
respondence of  Florida  concur  in  this  argument,  and  consider  it  as 
settling  the  whole  matter. 

"  We  had  imagined  that  at  this  day  no  intelligent  Mason  considered 
the  world  or  the  fraternity  so  credulous  as  well  as  ignorant,  that  ho 
could  venture  to  talk  to  them  about  any  degree  in  Masonry  having 
been  ihstituted  at  the  period  of  building  or  completing  the  first  Temple. 
Except  the  three  symbolic  degrees,  every  Masonic  wiiter  admits  that 
no  other  degrees  are  ancient.  Except  them  not  a  single  degree  can  be 
authentically  traced  back  even  to  the  commencement  of  the  18th  cen- 
tury. The  argument  of  Brother  Moore  would  equally  prove  that  a 
degree  or  two  in  Scotch  Masonry  were  instituted  before  the  flood. 
Such  absurd  claims  do  incalculable  injury  to  Masonry  ;  and  make  even 
its  just  claims  the  subject  of  contempt  and  ridicule. 

"After  examinini;  and  discu'^sing  the  report  of  the  committee,  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi  resolved  : 

"  '  Ist — That  in  their  opinion,  these  degrees  constitute  and  form  an 
integral  part  of  Ancient  York  Masonry.'  No  assertion  could  be  more 
entirely  and  completely  baseless.  Even  if  they  were  *  an  integral  part' 
of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  that  itself  formed  no  part  of  Ancient  York 
Masonry,  but  is  wholly  modern;  and  no  well  informed  writer  on  Ma- 
sonry pretends  to  assert  the  contrary;  and  besides  these  degrees  never 
constituted  a  part  of  that  degree.  The  rash  opinion  so  ventured  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  is  declared  by  them  to  be  founded  '  on 
internal  evidence,  contained  in  the  body  of  Ancient  York  Masonry,  and  , 
the  circumstantial  testimony,  which  the  said  degrees  afford  of  their 
ancient  origin,'  because  they  illustrate  the  mystery  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  and  without  them  the  Masonic  edifice  is  incomplete. 

"That  is  exceedingly  dangerous  ground  on  which  to  stand.     Thej 
same  'internal  evidence'  ir  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  the  same 
'  circumstantial  testimony  of  ancient  origin,'  in  the  body  of  the  degrees  J 
themselves  exist  just  as  amply  in  all  the  degrees  of  the  Scotch  Rite,| 
from  the  4th  to  the  14th  inclusive,  and  even  higher.     They  all  '  illus- 1 
trate  the  mysteries  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  ;'  and  without  them  the 
degrees  of  the  York  Rite  are  incomplete.     Why,  they  were  all  framedi- 
for  that  purpose  and  reason !     They  are  all  known  to  be  modern.    Wei 
all  know  that  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Sele'st  Masters,  and  all  the 
Chapter  degrees  are  modern.     If  the  Chapters  and  Lodges  are  to  laj 
violent  hands  on  all  the  degrees  which  are  illustrative  of  the  Blue  aiM 
Royal  Arch  Degrees,  they  will  have  some  hundred  or  more  in  their^^ 
treasury. 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi  also  resolves,  that  the  degreejl 
of  Ecossais  or  Scotch  Master,  in  the  French  or  Scotch  Rite,  was  borf 
rowed  from  Ancient  Freemasonry.  It  is  true,  as  they  say,  that  the^ 
French  and  Scotch  Rites  are  of  comparatively  modern  origin,  and  thai! 
the  foundations  of  both  rest  on  the  three  symbolic  degrees  which  bt : 
long  to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  were  obtained  from  thence,  anL 
incorporated  into  the  French  and  Scotch  Rites. 
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"  Thnae  three  degrees  were  the  only  original  and  ancient  degrees. 
They  constitute  the  whole  body  of  Ancient  Freemasonry.  Nobody 
denies  tlmt,  at  this  day,  when  Masonry  began  to  spread  abroad  in  the 
18th  century,  every  nation  in  which  it  obtained  a  footing,  practised 
those  three  degrees,  which  were  the  comm(m  property  of  all.  On  this 
ccmmon  foundation,  each  nation,  fond  of  change,  variety,  show,  mystery 
and  rank,  proceeded  to  build  up  other  degrees;  inventors  of  which 
multiplied  rapidly  everywhere.  Some  eight  hundred  such  degrees  in 
all  were  invented.  Many  of  them  were  aniplitioations,  sub  divisions, 
I'xplanations,  or  illustrations  of  the  third  or  Master's  Degree.  The 
Masons  of  the  York  llite  were  far  more  discreet  than  tlieir  brethren  in 
Scotland  and  on  the  continent ;  for  while  hundreds  of  degrees  were 
invented  there,  both  Rites  and  degrees  being  multiplied  bo  rapidly  that 
one  could  scarcely  take  account  of  thtm  as  they  rose,  the  English  Ma- 
sons contented  themselves  with  inventing  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  ;  at 
which  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  York  Masonry  did  not  stop  short.  The 
progress  of  invention  and  appropriation  has  been  more  extensive  in  our 
own  country.  The  Mark,  the  Past,  the  Most  Excellent  and  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood  have  been  engrafted  on  the  York  stock,  and  they 
have  become  or  are  becoming  an  integral  part  of  it.  Let  us  put  our 
title  to  them  on  the  right  ground.  They  are  ours,  jure  itiventionis.  The 
Encampment  Degrees  were  invented,  and  though  not  made  a  part  of 
York  Masonry,  they  have  nihliated  with  it.  The  Council  Degrees  were 
not  borrowed  from  Ai.cient  York  Masonry.  They  were  invented,  like 
i  the  ineH'abie  degrees,  as  additions  to  the  three  primary  degrees,  not  by 
I  York  Masons,  but  by  the  French,  or  the  Scots,  who  framed  so  many 
[other  degrees,  when  driven  to  France,  after  the  English  Revolution 
[had  doHtroyed  the  monarchy. 

"  Many  Rites  flourished  awhile,  and  died.     The  French  and  Scotch 

(Rites  reduced  the  degrees  practised  by  their  votaries,  the  former  to 

seven,  the  latter  to  thirty-three,  and  some  auxiliary  degrees.    By  com- 

lon  consent  it  became  Masonic  law,  that  the  three  first  degrees  were 

the  joint  property  of  all,  but  the  others  the  peculiar  property  of  the 

'  iventors.     Royal  Arch  Masonry  separated  itself  from  Blue  Masonry, 

organized  itself,  invented  three  new  degrees,  and  commenced  an  inde- 

[tendent  existence.     The  Royal  and  Select  Masters  formed  themselves 

ito  Councils,  and  after  a  time  they  too  organized  themselves  into 

rrand  Councils  and  claimed  an  independent  existence.     I'he  Supreme 

!!ouncil  did  not  deny  the  right,  but  simply  retained  their  original  right 

confer  the  degrees,  and  charter  Councils  in  States  where  no  Grand 

pouncils  have  been  organized. 

"  The  Councils  had  certainly  the  same  right  to  establish  a  separate 

id  independent  organization  as  the  Charters  had.     If  the  Grand 

Ihapters  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  are  desirous  of  indulging  in 

le  invention  of  new  degrees,  we  do  riot  know  that  any  Masons  of 

lother  jurisdiction  have  any  right  to  object.     If  they  even  choose  to 

arrow  and  undertake  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 

or  those  of  Prince  of  Libanus  and  Patriarch  Noachite,  or  the 

lole  Rite  of  Misraim,  and  their  constituents  agree  to  it,  all  that  can 

said  will  be,  that  the  comity  which   Masonic  internati(mal  law 

cognizes  forbids  that  encroachment  on  another,  jurisdiction  ;   but 

it  if  they  choose  to  violate  this  comity,  there  is  no  power  anywhere 

[hinder  it.    The  Grand  Lodge  may  in  like  manner  take  to  conferring 

Chapter  Degrees ;  and  the  Council  may  seize  upon  the  Eacamp- 

bnt  Degrees  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Chapter  Degrees  on  the  other. 
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*Ooinity,  the  foundation  of  the  law  of  nations,  alone  keeps  up  the  linea 
•of  jurladiotion. 

"  One  thing,  of  ouurse,  is  olear :  that  a  Council  would  no  more 
recognise  a  Itoyal  snd  Select  Master,  made  in  a  Chapter,  than  a  Chap* 
ter  would  recognize  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  made  in  a  Council  or  a  Con- 
sistory  of  the  Scotch  Kite.  No  Masonic  power  or  authority  can  oust 
the  Grand,  Subordinate  or  Supreme  Councils  of  their  jurisdiction, 
unless  they  choose  to  surrender  it — which  it  is  very  certain  they  will 
not  do. 

"  If  the  General  Grand  or  Grand  Chapters  must  hare  these  degrees, 
it  will  be  far  better  and  more  straightforward  to  do  so  a^  an  act  justi- 
fied by  necessity,  and  not  on  any  pretence  of  title.  For  it  seems  to 
your  Committee,  that,  a»  has  been  said  by  very  hish  authority,  *  the 

Sroposition  to  give  the  jurisdiction  of  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select 
lasters  to  Grand  Chapters  embraces  one  of  the  greatest  Masonic 
absurdities  which  could,  by  any  posbibility,  be  presented  to  the  mind.' 
"It  was  well  stated  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Michigan,  in  his 
address  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  State,  in  January  last,  that  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  could  not  properly  be  conferred 
on  any  one  until  he  had  received  the  Royal  Arch  ;  and  that  no  Grand 
Chapter  pretends  to  know  what  is  transacted  in  any  assemblage  of 
Masons  above  the  Royal  Arch.  Hiw,  then,  could  they  assume  juris- 
diction over  that  wtiich  they  do  not  possess  7  And  he  pertinently  says, 
*  Let  us  for  one  moment  suppose  a  case — which  is  not  very  improbable — 
that  this  Grand  Chapter  elect  a  Grand  and  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
neither  of  whom  is  possessed  of  the  Council  Degrees.  During  their 
administration,  application  is  made  to  one  or  the  other  for  a  Dispp'isa- 
tion  or  Charter— as  the  case  may  be — to  form  a  Council  within  our 
jurisdiction.  Who  is  going  to  inetal  the  officers  of  the  new  Council, 
as  is  required  by  the  Constitution  ?  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  1 
Clearly  not.  Although  they  have  given  them  life,  they  cannot  pene- 
trate their  Council  chamber  to  set  them  in  motion  or  give  them  in- 
struction. Again,  suppose  one  of  their  members  should,  for  some 
misdemeanour  peculiarly  applicable  to  those  degrees,  be  tried  and  ex- 
pelled. He  appeals  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  it  being  the  only  superior 
tribunal.  How  are  we  to  know  whether  he  has  violated  any  of  hia 
engagements  in  the  Council  or  not  ?  And  how  can  we  judge  between  the 
accusers  and  the  accused,  not  knowing  anything  about  the  Degrees  ? ' 
rS.  &  W.  Mas.  Miso  ,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  189).  '  And  suppose  that  this  Grand 
Chapter  declares  that  it  authorizes  the  Subordinate  Chapters  to  confer 
the  Council  Degrees.  It  must  direct  whether  they  shall  be  conferred 
before  or  after  the  Royal  Arch.  If  before,  as  it  seems  to  be  the  notion 
of  some  Chapters  that  they  should,  will  the  Grand  Chapter  declare 
that  they  shall  be  a  necessary  pre-requisite  to  the  degree  of  Ro-'il 
Arch  1    If  so,  here  is  a  clear  innovation  ;  for  it  never  '  id 

anywhere  that  they  must  necessarily  be  so  taken.     Be  nld 

at  once  impose  on  every  member  of  the  Granil  Uhii'  ,i.        ity 

of  obtaining  the  degree  that  he  might  be  com  qu>      ms 

arising  in  regard  to  them.  Suppose  a  partiou.  Jompai  i,  muiuber 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  when  this  new  law  is  e.  .oted,  e\cn  the  Grand 
Master  himself,  declines  to  obtain  them,  how  will  you  compel  him  to 
do  so  ?  And  how  will  you  manage  if  he  does  not  do  so  On  the  other 
hand,  if  they  are  not  made  pre -requisites,  though  to  be  taken  before, 
if  at  all,  and  if  it  is  left  optional  with  each  person  to  take  them  or  not, 
before  receiving  the  Royu  Arch,  they  become  mere  honorary  side  de- 
grees, like  the  Mediterranean  Pass.' 


TBE  OPINION  FROM  VERMONT, 
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"If  the  Grand  Chapter  enacts  that  they  shall  be  taken  after  the 
Boyal  Arch,  then  they  are  higher  degrees,  and  you  disqualify  every 
Companion  who  does  not  take  them  to  sit  in  a  Grand  or  subordinate 
Chapter. 

"The  M.  E.  Grand  Hi^h  Priest  of  Vermont  declared,  in  his  address 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  State,  in  May  last,  that  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  had  no  jurisdiction  but  what  its  Constitution  gave  it ;  and  said 
that,  as  its  Constitution  never  gave  it  '  any  jurisdiction  over  Councils  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  it  has  no  riuht  tu  assume  them  to  be  subject 
to  its  jurisdiction,  or  to  tell  them  what  the^  shall  or  shall  not  do. 
Those  degrees,'  he  said,  '  are  older  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  then 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  ;  their  inherent  rights  are  as  perfect  as  any 
which  belong  to  Royal  Arch  Masons  ;  and  a  State  Grand  Council  has 
just  as  much  right  to  assert  power  over  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  a 
^tate  as  the  G.  G.  Chapter  has  to  assert  it  over  a  Council.  Theriuhts 
are  every  way  equal.  The  Councils  were  not  under  Royal  Arch  author- 
ity  when  the  G.  G.  Chapter  was  formed  ;  they  have  never  been  so 
since  and  never  can  be  so,  legitimately  and  Masonically,  but  by  their 
own  free  consent.'  The  very  learned  othcer  whose  address  we  are 
noticing,  does  not,  however,  reoo){niae  the  power  of  the  Supreme  Coun- 
eils  over  these  degrees,  nor  think  that  they  ought  to  pass  under  the 

i'urisdiotion  of  those  Supreme  Bodies  ;  they  being,  he  says,  so  far  as 
le  is  informed,  wholly  modern. 

"  As  it  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  as  a  sys- 
tem, or  even  as  a  single  degree,  is  considerably  more  modern  than  the 
firstSuprjme  Councils  under  Frederic  the  Great,  or  Lodges  of  Per- 
fection  in  America  ;  and  the  Chapter  Degrees  altogether  more  modern 
than  the  degrees  of  the  Scotch  and  French  Rite,  we  might  as  well 
cease  to  base  any  claim  to  these  defrrees  on  our  superior  antiquity.  We 
imagine  that  the  Royal  and  Select  Masters'  degrees  had  been  conferred 
in  the  Scotch  jurisdiction  fifty  years  before  any  Chapter  ever  thought 
of  conferring  them.  About  1822  a  person,  under  authority  from 
Jeremy  L.  Cross,  was  travelling  through  the  Southern  States, 
peddling  and  selling  these  degrees  and  charters,  as  a  money-makins; 
specifbtion  ;  without,  as  the  Committee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South 
Carolina  assert,  *  having  himself  received  a  knowledge  of  the  character- 
istic marks  and  tokens  which  distinguish  one  degree  from  another,  and 
evidently  ignorant  of  the  subject '  he  was  trying  to  teach.  In  some 
such  way,  no  doubt,  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  these  degrees  reached 
the  Chapters  ;  for  it  is  certainly  true  that  in  some  Chapters  where  they 
are  pretended  to  be  conferred,  one  of  the  degrees  is  altogether  reversed 
and  its  whole  character  changed,  and  the  other  given  in  a  most  imper- 
fect and  bungling  manner. 

"The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Illinois,  at  its  Convocation  in  September,  1852,  very  forcibly  said  : 

"'Certain  it  is  that  the  State  Grand  Councils,  and  the  Councils 
holding  under  them,  and  the  33rd,  never  will  acknowledge,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  authority  of  the  General  or  State  Grand 
Chapters  over  these  beautiful  and  indispensable  degrees.  With  just 
as  much  reason  can  the  fellow  Craft  capture  the  Mark,  and  make  it 
part  of  itself — can  the  Master's  Degree  capture  the  Mark,  Royal  Arch, 
Royal,  and  Select  Master's,  one  and  all,  make  them,  with  itself,  one 
tiuge  but  splendid  Degree,  as  for  the  Royal  Arch  to  reduce  the  Coun- 
cil Degrees  to  its  jurisdiction.  The  degrees  of  Master  and  Royal  Arch, 
as  well  as  the  degrees  of  Master  and  Select,  have  much  more  intimate 
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connection  with,  and  reference  to,  each  other,  than  the  Degrees  of 
Royal  Arch  and  Select.  Losing,  finding,  place  and  why,  are  different 
ideas  ;  and  yet  may  all,  and  Ki^nerally  do,  have  a  most  intimate  con- 
nection with  each  uther.  Nothing  is  more  to  be  deprecated  in  Masonry 
than  conflict  of  jurindiction.     There  ought  to  be  one  common  level.' 

"In  the  conclusion  of  that  Committee,  however,  that  tho  State 
Grand  Councils  are  the  source  of  authority,  this  Committee  does  not 
concur.  They  are  creations  of  the  Subordinate  Councils,  invested 
with  a  delegated  power.  It  is  true  that  they  act  independently  of  the 
Supreme  Council,  precisely  as  State  Grand  Lodges  become  independ- 
ent of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  their  Subordinates  originally  pro- 
cured their  charters.  But  it  remains  not  the  less  true  that  the  Degrees 
came  from  the  Scotch  Rite,  of  which  the  Supreme  Councils  are,  each 
within  its  jurisdiction,  the  undisputed  head. 

"The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky  holds  that  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  has  no  power  to  decide  whether  the  Royal  and  Select  Master's 
Degrees  are  c^nstituticmal  or  otherwise  ;  as  they  come  properly  after, 
and  are  above,, the  Royal  Arch,  and  properly  belong  to  separately  organ- 
ized Councils. 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  considers  that  the  Grand  Chapters 
can  have  no  actual,  practical  jurisdiction  over  Councils  of  Royal  and 
Solect  Masters  ;  and  has  withdrawn  the  jurisdiction  from  its  own  Sub- 
ordinates.    The  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  has  done  the  same. 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  in  January,  1852,  passed  a 
resolution,  advising  all  Royal  Arch  M  isona  within  its  jurisdicti(m  not 
to  receive  the  Council  Degrees,  except  from  a  legally  constituted 
Council. 

"  Virginia  and  Wisconsin  consider  that  these  Degrflea  are  prop'-rly 
located  in  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  and  under  the  Most  Excellent  Masters' 
Degree.  Let  them  be  once  thus  got  possession  of,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  Lodges  and  Chapters  will  be  parcelling  out  the  ineffable  degrees  of 
the  Sc  >tch  Rite,  scattering  them  about  in  those  places,  between  the 
different  existing  degrees,  where  they,  too,  on  grounds  and  for  reasons 
just  as  strong,  '  are  properly  located.' 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  has  resolved,  that  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  ought  to  assume  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Degrees  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  aflirm  that  the  properly  and  legitimately  belong  to 
every  Chapter,  and  direct  that  they  should  be  conferred  therein. 

*'  The  merits  of  the  claim  of  Chapter  Masonry,  or,  as  we  may  more 
properly  call  it,  the  Royal  Arch  Rite,  to  the  Council  Degrees  can  be 
ondensed  into  a  few  words.  They  explain  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  by 
making  actual  fact  of  what  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  only  conjectures. 
They  would  add  to,  embellish,  round  off  and  peifect  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  ;  wherefore  the  Arch  Rite  says  to  the  Scotch  Rite,  '  You  have, 
and  we  want ;  yield  up,  or  we  take  by  force.'  It  is  merely  the  re-asser- 
tion, in  a  new  shape,  of  the  old  icHver  law,  older  than  the  harrying  of 
cattle  over  the  Scotch  border,  that 

"  •  He  shall  take  that  hath  the  power, 
And  he  shall  keep  that  can.' 

"  The  precedent  once  more  set, — it  was  set  when  the  Past  Master's 
Ddgree  was  captured, — it  will  not  be  Ions  in  being  followed.  Scotch 
Masonry,  finuing  that  the  lines  between  different  jurisdictions,  settled 
and  defined  by  prescription,  which  is  the  foundation  of  Masonic  law  at 
well  as  of  all  other  law,  are  no  longer  regarded,  will  revive  her  right  to 
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the  three  first  degrees.  The  York  Rite  or  Master  Mason's  will  re- cap- 
ture the  Royal  Arch  Degree  ;  the  completion  and  at  its  inception  a  part 
of  the  Master's  Degree;  and  make  the  Mark  Master,  what  he  originally 
was,  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  of  fellow  Crafts  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to 
make  the  Master's  Degree  totus  teres  atqne  rotnndus ;  the  Masters  will 
take  also  the  Degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  to  which  they  have, 
AS  far  as  the  argument  goes,  a  greatly  stronger  claim  that  the  Chapters. 
The  Master's  Degree,  and  the  Royal  and  Select  Master's  Degree,  like 
the  Select  and  Past  Master's  Degree,  relate  to  one  and  the  same  period. 
In  the  meantime,  the  Councils  will  not  be  idle  ;  but,  reversing  the  argu- 
ment, may  claim  that  the  Royal  Arch  is  the  completion  of  the  Select 
Master,  as  finding  comes  after  losing,  and  so  seizing  upon  thisopoil,. 
and  perhaps  harrying  the  borders  of  the  Scotch  Kite  slightly,  and  pick- 
ing up  a  few  '  unconsidered  trifles  '  there,  in  the  way  of  degrees  thut 
will  do  to  fit  in,  they  also  may  create  a  system  or  Rite. 

"  Is  it  not  obvious  that  cmfusicn  worse  confounded  will  be  the  re- 
sult ?  an  utter  annihilation  of  every  thing  like  boundaries  of  jurisdic- 
tion, an  internecine  war,  ending  in  the  total  destruction  of  Masonry 
itself  ?  Will  it  be  said  that  no  such  results  will  follow  {  Surely,  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  has  no  Charter  of  special  monopoly  allowing  her,  alone 
of  all  Masonic  authorities  and  systems,  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of 
spoliation  of  her  neighbours,  by  forays  into  their  territory  ?  The  eviJ 
will  not  stop  with  one  acquisition  or  annexation.  What  conquerer  ever 
stopped  at  a  single  province  ?  The  domain  of  Scotch  Masonry  is  wide 
and  fertile.  There  are  several  of  its  Degrees  that  will  be  found, as 
tempting  as  those  of  Royal  and  Select  Master — as  necessary,  if  net 
more  necessary,  to  complete  the  Master's  Degree  and  the  Royal  Arch  ',. 
and  the  conscience  becomes  more  easily  satisfied  b;^  '^very  additional 
process  of  *  appropriation.' 

"  We  speak,  and  we  intend  to  speak,  frankly,  plainly,  and  strongly, 
and  yet  respectfully  and  kindly,  upon  this  subject.  The  process  hereto- 
fore had  been  to  split  up  and  sub-divide,  and  this  process  created  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  and  Council  Masonry.  All  the  Chapter  Degrees  have 
been  so  split  off.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  reverse  the  process  ;  and  to 
condense.  What  is  to  be  become  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  that  pro- 
cess ? 

"  Time  has  created  these  distinct  organizations.  The  York  Rite  haa 
seen  Chapter  Masonry  secede  from  it,  organize,  and  set  up  for  itself. 
The  Supreme  Councils  have  seen  tlie  Royal  and  Select  Masters  estab- 
lish Grand  Councils,  and  decline  allegiance  to  the  power  whence  they 
derived  their  existence.  Many  years  since,  the  same  process  was  goint; 
on.  Masonry  divided  itself  into  different  Rites  and  jurisdictions,  each 
with  its  own  train  of  Degrees,  as  people  organize  themselves  into  poli- 
tical communities.  Time  has  contirmed  each  in  its  respective  posses- 
sions, and  prescription  has  ripened  possession  into  title.  It  has 
become  Masonic  law,  if  there  is  any  such  thing  as  Masonic  law,  that  it 
is  clandestine  and  un-Masonic  to  invade  another  jurisdiction,  or  inter- 
meddle with  degrees  to  which  such  other  jurisdiction  has  either  original 
title,  or  long-continued  possession.  No  one  encroaches  on  Royal  Arch 
Masonry.  The  borders  of  her  jurisdictioti  are  at  peace.  She  has  to 
build  no  forts  and  man  no  walls  to  keep  off  any  invader.  Why  then 
should  she  put  forth  her  hand  to  take  that  which  is  not  hers  ?  She  ia 
even  now  engaged  in  a  work  of  restitution,  in  yielding  up  the  Past 
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Master's  Degree  to  the  Orand  Lodge.  '  Thou  shalt  not  covet  anything 
that  is  thy  neighbour's.  Oarsed  is  he  that  removeth  his  neighbour's 
landmark.' 

**  As  Royal  Aroh  Masons,  we  deny  that  the  General  Grand  Ohapter, 
or  any  other  inferior  Royal  Arch  authority,  han,  under  the  powers 
derived  from  its  constituency,  any  right  or  constitutional  power  to 
invent  a  new  Degree,  or  to  borrow  from  any  other  Rite  or  jurisdiction 
an  existing  Degree,  and  make  it  a  component  part  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  ;  and  we  hold  that  any  such  action  would  be  utterly  void  for 
«uch  want  of  power  ;  and  that  no  Royal  Arch  Mason  would  be  bound, 
by  his  obligation  or  otherwise,  to  pay  the  least  regard  or  attention  to 
any  such  legislation  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  be  imperatively  bound  by 
his  allegiance  to  Masonic  law  to  set  it  wholly  at  nought. 

"  And,  as  the  members  in  Masonry  in  general,  we  declare  that  the 
whole  constituency  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter — the  whole  Royal 
Arch  Fraternity,  have  no  right  or  power  to  despoil  another  long-estab- 
lished jurisdiction  of  degrees  that  belong  to  it ;  and  that  no  ^;ch 
action  would  be  binding  on  any  Mason  in  the  world  ;  that  such  afi~ 
attempt  would  be  peculiarly  dangerous  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  itself, 
inasmuch  as  its  own  existence  as  a  separate  jurisdiction  dates  only 
from  1798,  and  depends  upon  the  same  law  of  prescription  that  pro- 
tects its  sister  jurisdictions.  Time,  which  made  the  Mark  and  Most 
Excellent  Master,  and  even  the  Royal  Arch,  regular  degrees,  from 
aide  or  auxiliary  degrees,  or  modifications  of  such,  which  they  were 
originally,  has  done  the  same  service  for  the  Royal  and  Select  Master. 
The  same  great  physician  that  has  cured  the  original  illegality  of  the 
Royal  Arch  organization,  making  of  successful  revolt,  revolution  and 
independence,  has  done  the  same  thing  for  the  Councils  and  Grand 
Councils. 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  action  of  one,  or  all  of  the  Grand  Chapters, 
or  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  itself,  ail  Regular  Council  Masons, 
and  we  among  the  number,  will  ever  regard  those  who  receive  the 
•degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  a  Chapter  as  clandestine  until 
they  are  healed.  We  shall  never  be  present  when  those  degrees  are 
conferred  in  a  Chapter  ;  and  in  all  respects,  all  Council  Masons  will, 
under  all  circumstances  and  at  all  hazards,  preserve  their  allegiance  to 
the  Grand  or  Supreme  Council  to  which  it  of  right  belongs. 

"  Since  the  preceding  portion  of  this  report  was  prepared,  and  while 
it  is  passing  through  the  press,  we  have  received  with  the  proceedinj>s 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky  the  decision  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  upon  this  question — confirming,  as  will  be  seen,  our  views 
upon  it,  and  authoritatively  sustaining  our  conclusions. 

"  The  decision  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  as  follows  : 
*' '  In  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  held  in  the  City  of  Lexington,  on  the  16th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.D.,  1853— 

"  '  The  following  resolutions,  recommended  by  the  report  of  Compan- 
ions John  A.  Lewis,  jr.,  of  New  York,  E.  A.  Raymond,  of  Massachu- 
setts, J.  A.  D.  Joslin,  of  New  Jersey,  P.  C.  Tucker,  of  Vermont,  and 
A.  P.  Pfister,  of  Alabama,  were  read  and  adopted,  viz  : 

•'  'Resolved— Th&t  this  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  governing 
bodies  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  affiliated  with,  and  holding  jurisdic- 
tion under  it,  have  no  rightful  jurisdiction  or  control  over  the  Degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master. 
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"  '  Resolved — That  this  General  Grand  Chapter  will  hereafter  enter- 
tain no  question  or  matter  growing  out  of  the  government  or  workinf^ 
of  theae  degrees,  while  in  their  present  position.' 

*'To  this  authoritative  decision  we  merely  add,  that  we  do  not 
regret  the  labour  which  the  investigation  of  this  question,  and  the 
preparation  of  this  report,  has  cost  us — although,  if  it  had  been  known 
in  time,  both  would  have  been  spared  us.  For  that  decision  being 
unaccompanied  with  the  reasons  and  facts  on  which  it  is'based,  it  will 
still  be  interesting  to  the  Companions  of  this  jurisdiction  to  under- 
stand the  question  for  themselves,  and  to  know  the  history  of  these 
degrees,  that  they  may  yield  a  readier  assent  to  the  decision,  when 
furnished  with  the  means  of  determining  for  themselves  that  it  is 
correct." 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


The  Action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida — An  elaborate 

AND    EXHAUSTINB    RbPORT    EMBIIAOINO  A    HiSTORY    OF    THE   DE- 
GREES AND  VALUABLE  INFORMATION   ABOUT  THE  CrYPTIC    HITE. 

jS  far  back  as  181-7,  the  Cryptic  system  occupied 
the  attention  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Florida, 
and  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that 
State,  the  authorization  to  Subordinate  Chap- 
ters to  confer  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees  created  an  oppo- 
sition that  led  to  a  very  interesting  correspondence,  which 
appeared  as  an  appendix  to  the  annual  printed  report  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Florida.  This  important  matter  is  as 
follows,  styled  in  the  report 

*•  The  Defence  of  M.  E.  Harry  R.  Taylor,  H.  P.  of  Magnolia 

Chapter,  No.  16." 

"On  the  1  Lth  day  of  January,  1847,  the  delegates  from  Florida 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  32,  under  Chapter  from  the  Grand  of  Vir- 
ginia, Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  under  the  same  authority,  and  Florida 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  4,  under  Charter  from  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter  of  South  Carolina,  assembled  in  convention  at  Tallahassee,  formed 
and  adopted  a  Constitution,  and  organized  a  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
State  of  Florida.  To  the  Constitution  then  and  there  formed,  the 
delegate  from  Magnolia  Chapter  assented,  until  after  the  order  fur  en- 
rolment, when  another  article  (the  7th),'^  was  added,  to  which  he  did 
not  assent,  because  it  auhorized  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  and  Select 
degrees  in  R.  A.  Chapters.  After  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention, 
the  Grand  Chapter  commenced  its  session  by  an  installation  of  its 
officers.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  a  resolution  was  introduced,  requir- 
ing subordinate  Chapters  to  confer  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees  before 
that  of  M.  E.  Master,  t  This  resolution  was  also  opposed  by  our  re- 
presentative . 

"  From  the  Grand  Chapter  thus  formed  (without  the  assent  of  the 
three  Chapters  represented  in  Convention,  and  without  any  confirma- 
tion of  its  acts  by  the  Subordinate  Chapters  who  had  sent  delegates 
there),  a  Charter  was  sent  to  Magnolia  Chapter,  authorizing  it  '  to 
confer  the  Mark  M..:-*er,  Past  Master,  Royal  M>ister,  Select  Master, 
Most  Excellent  Masi  ■■.,  and  Royal  Arch  degrees,'  accompanied  with  a 
dispensation  from  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  to  the  High  Priest  of 
Magnolia  Chapter,  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  M  isters 
upon  such  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  his  Chapter  as  had  not  received 
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them,  until  a  sufficient  number  shouli  have  received  them  to  consti- 
tute a  Council,  after  which  they  should  be  conferred  in  a  regular 
Council  in  the  Chapter.  The  authority  thus  tendered  was  rejected  by 
the  H.  P.  of  Magnolia  Chapter,  for  himself,  as  well  as  by  the  Chapter 
in  its  own  behalf,  and  due  notice  transmitted  to  the  M.  E.  G.  High 
Priest  of  the  rejection. 

''  At  the  time  appointed  for  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  (January  17,  1848),  the  Chapters  before  named,  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  Magnolia  Chapter,  again  met,  and  to  constitute  a  quorum 
for  business,  a  Chapter,  chartered  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  at 
its  first  session,  wai*  admitted.  At  this  session,  the  action  of  Magnolia 
Chapter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Proposition  and  Grievances, 
who  reported  a  preamble  and  resolutions.!]!  Copies  of  the  proceedings 
being  sent  to  Magnolia  Chapter,  a  circular  was  thereupon  addressed 
by  the  H.  P.  of  that  Chapter  to  several  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  as  well 
as  many  eminent  Masons  individually  in  their  States,  rrquesting  such 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees  as  it  might 
be  in  their  power  to  furnish,  determining,  in  his  love  for  the  institu- 
tion, not  to  mar  the  harmony  which  had  ever  before  characterized  her 
proceedings  in  Florida,  by  an  apparently  obstinate  maintenance  of 
opinions,  but  waiving  the  right  of  the  G.  C.  of  Florida  to  require  the 
attendance  of  its  Chapter  at  its  next  Annual  Convocation,  to  obey  that 
summons,  and  with  all  peaceful  efforts  endeavour  to  heal  the  breach 
so  unfortunately  created. 

"  Furnished  with  such  evidence  as  he  had  been  enabled  to  procure, 
and  accompanied  by  one  of  the  Companions  of  his  Chapter  (Companion 
Samuel  Benezet),  the  H.  P.  of  Magnolia  Chapter  attended  the  Convo- 
cation of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  Tallahassee,  and  submitted  the  follow- 
ing defence  of  the  position  of  his  Chapter  : 

"  Magnolia  Chapter  has  heretofore  refused  to  acknowledge  the  au- 
thority of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  or  to  accept  a  Charter  from 
that  body,  under  a  conviction  that  the  Charter  tendered  conveyed 
authority  not  within  the  power  of  that  body  to  grant.  That  the  7th 
article  of  the  Constitution  (see  note  A.),  together  with  the  order  of  the 
G.  C.  at  its  first  session  (note  A.),  defining  the  action  of  subordinate 
Chapters  in  relation  to  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees,  was  an  innova- 
tion on  the  established  usages  of  R.  A.  Masonry,  and  an  assumption 
of  control  over  degrees  rightfully  belonging  to  a  separate  and  distinct 
jurisdiction.  By  the  action  of  the  G.  C.  of  Florida,  as  well  as  from 
the  correspondence  of  the  M.  E.  D.  G.  High  Priest,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  previous  actions  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  Grand  Chapters, 
and  particularly  the  latter,  have  been  relied  on  as  furnishing  ample 
justification  for  the  course  pursued  by  this  Grand  Chapter  ;  and  as 
their  correctness  or  incorrectness  must  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  subject  we  will  first  examine  the  proceedings  of  Virginia 
(which  also  embrace  those  of  Maryland),  as  they  have  at  various 
times  been  published  and  submitted  to  the  several  Grand  Chapters  in 
the  United  States. 

"  The  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  were  introduced  into  Vir- 
ginia as  early  as  1817  or  1818.  From  that  time  until  1841  they 
remained  in  the  control  of  Councils,  established  independent  of  R.  A. 
Masonry.     About  this  time  the  discovery  seeuis  to  have  been  made 
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that  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  had  baen  illegally  intro^ 
duoed  into  Virginia,  and  by  a  simultaneous  movement  the  Grand 
Oouncils  of  Virginia  solemnly  surrendered  them  to  the  Grand  Chapter, 
which  has  since  exercised  entire  control  over  them.  How,  then,  we 
ask,  did  the  surrender  by  an  illegal  body  make  legal  the  degrees  in 
the  keeping  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  ? 

"  One  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  Virginia  is,  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Maryland,  in  1824,  had  pursued  a  similar  course,  and  in  1827  had 
recommended  the  same  to  her  sister  Grand  Chapters.  Here  is  an  in- 
tervening  period  of  fourteen  years  from  the  action  of  Maryland,  one- 
of  the  nearest  neighbours  of  Virginia,  and  with  whom,  from  such 
proximity,  it  would  naturally  be  supposed  the  most  intimate  and  fra- 
ternal intercourse  would  exist,  during  which  Virginia  remained  un- 
afifected  by  the  changes  in  her  sister  Grand  Chapter,  and  unconvinced 
by  the  arguments  she  then  put  forth.  ^  Once  embarked  in  the  cause, 
however,  Virginia  became  much  more  zealous  than  Maryland  had  been, 
and  to  effect  a  similar  action  on  the  part  of  all  other  Grand  Chapters 
in  relation  to  these  degrees  no  effort  on  her  part  has  at  any  time  been 
withheld.  The  Grand  Council  surrendered  the  degrees  in  1841  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  which  thereupon  ordered  them  to  be  given 
in  subordinate  Chapters  immediately  preceding  the  degree  of  Most 
Excellent  Master,  t  while  in  Maryland  they  were  made  to  follow  that 
degree;  and  precede  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  In  1842  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Virginia  resolved,  '  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter the  degrees,  as  now  ordered  to  be  conferred,  are  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  ancient  customs  of  the  Fraternity,'  and  by  resulution  at  the 
same  time  offered  and  adopted,  all  subordinate  Chapters  were  required 
to  conform  thereto. 

"  This  action  in  1842  was  caused  by  Companions  in  Wheeling  who 
made  '  certain  statements,'  &c.  What  those  statements  were  we  have 
not  the  Proceedings  of  1842  to  show,  but  have  no  doubt,  from  the  tone 
and  language  of  the  resolutions,  it  was  a  refusal  ou  their  part  to  adopt 
the  new  arrangement.  I  n  1845  the  subject  was  again  before  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Virginia.  It  We  give  the  *  proposition '  on  which  their  action 
was  then  based  :  '  Does  the  unauthorized  establishment  of  bodies  of 
Masons,  to  confer  degrees  which  properly  belong  to  degrees  already 
organized  under  proper  charters,  justify  the  continuance  of  the  abuse 
after  the  illegality  is  discovered  ? '  Here  is  the  assumption  repeated 
that  these  degrees  of  right  belonged  to  the  Chapter,  and  in  support  of 
this  position  and  the  opinions  subsequently  advanced,  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Correspondence  give  a  summary  history  of  the  Select 
Degree, §  embracing  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland.  From  the  state- 
ments of  the  Committee  following  this  history^  it  is  evident  no  recourse 
was  had  to  any  documentary  evidence,  or,  in  fact,  to  any  evidence 
beyond  that  to  be  derived  from  individi^al  members  of  the  Institution 
in  Maryland  ;  and  yet  they  assert  their  belief  that  '  they  are  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  light  which  properly  belongs  to  the  Temple  I '  Had 
they  but  examined  the  records  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  or  those 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  we  think  they  would  have  sought 
more  li^ht  before  publishing  such  a  history  to  the  world. 


•  Circular  of  1827.    Note  C. 
X  Note  0. 


t  Note  C.    Proceedings  of  1845. 
§  Note  C. 
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"  Again,  in  1847,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  reviewed  the  action 
of  the  Qrand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  on  this  subject,  and  with  many 
regrets  for  their  blindness,  reiterate  their  opinion  that  the  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master  of  right  belong  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  and 
to  no  other  independent  body,  and  recall  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Connecticut  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  1845,  and  in 
connection  with  ,it  they,  in  their  published  Proceedings,  give  also  the 
report  of  the  Maryland  Committee  in  1827,'*'  in  which  we  can  discover 
no  evidence  to  sustain  the  position  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 
The  Maryland  report  simply  admits  the  existence  of  the  degree,  '  under 
the  authority  of  a  distinguished  chief '  in  that  State  for  many  years, 
without  the  recognizance  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  report  fur- 
nishes no  evidence  that  any  authority  was  ever  delegated  to  that  Grand 
Chapter  to  exercise  authority  over  it,  or  that  of  the  Royal  Master's 
Degree — for  if  such  had  been  the  fact  it  would  have  been  so  stated  in 
lieu  of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Committee,  viz.  :  '  the  necessity  of 
them  as  preparatory  to,  and  elucidatory  of,  that  of  the  Royal  Arch  ; ' 
for  which  reasons  they  were  '  formally  recognized,'  t&c.  Without  such 
authority,  legally  derived,  any  action  respecting  them  on  the  part  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  either  in  her  exercise  of  control  over 
them,  or  over  the  conduct  of  any  individuals  in  the  use  or  propagation 
of  them  elsewhere,  or  even  within  the  compass  of  her  own  jurisdiction 
as  a  Grand  Chapter,  would  in  itself  be  null  and  void.  Virginia  asserts, 
in  her  history  of  Select  Master,  that  it  was  introduced  into  this  coun- 
try by  M.  E.  P.  Eckel,  but  there  is  apparently  no  effort  on  her  part 
to  show  whence  he  derived  his  authority,  or  even  that  he  was  legally 
empowered  to  confer  them  ;  all  of  which,  and  much  more  of  valuable 
and  correct  information,  on  the  subject  of  those  degrees,  might  have 
been  obtained  by  application  properly  directed,  had  less  reliance  been 
placed  on  the  philosophy,  history,  and  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  degree  of  Select  Master,  to  support  their  position  in  regard  to  it. 

"We  find,  on  examination  of  their  proceedings  that  several  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States  have  had  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  their  final  decisions  have  been  adverse  to  the  change 
proposed  by  Virginia,  and  an  adherence  to  the  order  and  number  of 
Chapter  degrees,  as  arranged  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  practised  by  Virginia  herself  (though  not  a  mem- 
ber of  that  body)  until  1841.  We  have  the  authority  of  Florida  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  32  (at  that  time  one  of  the  members  of  her  own 
household),  to  show  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were 
not  approved  by  all  the  Subordinate  Chapters  over  which  she  exercised 
jurisdiction. t  That  though  her  recommendations  were  adopted  to 
some  extent,  yet  what  they  regarded  as  essential  and  specially  enjoined 
upon  all,  was  even  in  this  very  hall  virtually  rejected. 

"  Having  examined  the  evidence  adduced  by  Virginia  Grand  Chap- 
ter in  support  of  her  position,  we  now  introduce  such  other  testimony 
as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  the  history  and  introduc- 
tion of  the  Royal  and  Select  degrees  into  this  country.  We  would 
first  call  attention  ta  the  April  number  of  the  Free  Masuns'  Monthhj 
Magazine  tor  1847.  J  The  writer  expresses  his  belief  that  these  degrees 

•  See  note  C. 

t  Article  4  of  Rules  and  Ret,'ulation8  for  the  government  of  the  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  attached  to  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  P'lorida 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  32,  adopted  January  5th,  1840  "The  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master  shall  only  be  conferred  on  a  Roval  Arch  Mason  " 

:  See  Note  D. 
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were  introduced  into  this  country  as  early  as  176G  by  Henry  A.  Franck- 
en,  aD.  T.  G.,  appointed  by  the  Illustrious  Brother  Stephen  Morin, 
who  in  1781  was  constituted  an  Inspector-General — by  a  Grand  Consis- 
tory of  Princes  of  the  Royal  S  .^cret,  convened  at  Paris  by  order  of  Fred- 
eric the  Great — for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  system  into  the  New 
World. 

"  Francken  conferred  authority  on  Moses  Michael  Hayes,  then  a  re- 
sident of  St.  Domingo,  but  subsequently  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodee  of  Massachusetts — also  upon  Samuel  Stringer,  who  took  them 
to  Maryland.  The  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  were  doubtless 
first  cultivated  in  this  country  as  '  detached  or  honorary  degrees  '  of  a 
Lodge  of  '  Princes  of  Jerusalem,'  deriving  its  authority  from  the  Su- 
preme Council  of  the  33rd  degree  for  the  Southern  jurisdiction.  In 
1783,  a  Sublime  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection  was  established  in  Charles- 
ton by  Isaac  Da  Costa,  and  after  Da  Costa's  death.  Brother  Hayes  ap- 
pointed Brother  Myers  his  successor.  The  Supreme  Council  of  the 
33rd  degree  was  opened  at  Charleston  in  1801,  '  and  from  this  source 
originated  most  of  the  early  Charters  for  Lodges  of  Perfection  in 
America. '  In  these  Charters  we  first  find  authority  for  conferring 
*  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees.'  If  the  degrees  were  taken  to  Mary* 
land  by  Stringer  as  early  as  the  period  named,  little  doubt  need  be 
entertained  of  the  source  from  whence  Brother  Eckel  obtained  his 
knowledge  of  the  degree  of  Select  Master,*^  and  also  any  authority  he 
may  have  had  to  impart  it  to  others. 

"  The  statement  above  presented  is  further  supported  in  a  communi- 
cation from  Bro.  A.  G.  Mackey,  of  Charleston,  published  also  in  the 
Free  Mason's  Monthly  Magazine,  November  number,  1848,  with  this 
addition,  that  the  precise  time  when  the  degrees  were  fully  placed  in 
the  keeping  of  the  Supreme  Council  is  therein  given. t 

"  Under  authority  thus  derived  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters were  established  in  Georgia  as  early  as  1822,|  and  subsequently, 
in  1826,  a  Grand  Council  was  organized.  At  a  later  period  Councils 
and  Grand  Councils  have  been  similarly  established  in  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissipi  and  Louisiana — all  of  which  have  resisted  any  attempts  to  change 
the  arrangement,  or  surrender  the  control,  of  the  degrees  to  the  res- 
pective Supreme  Chapters  in  those  States. 

"  A  Grand  Council  was  established  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  in 
the  year  1819,  there  being  then  nine  Councils  in  the  State,  eight  of 
whom  were  represented  in  Convention  for  that  purpose.  §  Councils 
were  also  established  in  Vermont  as  early  as  1816  or  17.  I|  By  compar- 
ing the  several  authorities,  Virginia  even  included,  we  find  that  inde- 
pendent of  those  established  by  the  Select  Council  of  the  33rd  at 
Ch>\rleston,  all  other  Councils  uf  Royal  and  Select  Masters  had  their 
origin,  not  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  but  from  a  power  which 
styled  itself  *  Thrice  Illustrious  and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand 
Council  of  Select  Masters,  held  at  the  City  of  Baltimore,  North  Amer- 
ica ; '  and  we  nowhere  find  authority,  except  in  the  case  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  for  these  degrees  to  be  conferred  upon  any  other  than 


•  "In  a  private  conversation  with  Ebenezer  VVadsworth,  he  informed  the 
High  Priest  of  Magnolia  Chapter  that  in  the  year  1819  he  assisted  in  confer- 
ring the  Royal  Master  Degree  on  Companions  Eckel  and  Edes,  of  Baltimore, 
and  Salem  Towne,  of  New  York." 

t  See  Note  E.  X  See  Note  G.   -Letter  from  Wm.  T.  Gould. 

§  See  Note  G.— Letter  from  F,  Turner. 

II  See  Note  G.— Letter  from  N.  B.  Haswell. 
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Royal  Arch  Masons.  These  degrees  having  heen  introduced  long  be- 
fore  the  organization  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  and  particularly  in  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts  and  New  York' 
all  of  which  were  represented  in  the  convention  for  that  purpose  by  those 
who  were  then  and  have  since  been  styled  the  Most  Eminent  Masters 
of  their  day,  does  it  not  seem  somewhat  remarkable  that  they  should 
have  been  so  entirely  overlooked  by  that  Asssombly,'*^  while  degrees 
bearing  no  relation  to  each  other,  or  to  that  of  the  Uoyal  Arch,  should 
have  been  arranged  and  taken  under  control  uf  the  General  Grand 
Chapter?  And  it  is  to  be  further  remarked  that  notwithstanding  the 
subject  had  been  repeatedly  brought  before  that  body,  the  result 
has  ever  been  a  manifest  unwillingness  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
any  authority  or  control  over  them.  In  1819  the  distinguished  Chief, 
Philip  P.  Eckel  himself,  as  well  as  Companion  Edes,  from  Baltimore, 
united  with  Most  Excellent  T.  S.  Webb  and  Ezra  Ames  (who  were 
then  the  oracles  of  the  Order),  in  saying  that  it  was  inexpedient  for 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  in  any  way  any  degrees  except 
those  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  Master  Mason,  Mark 
Mason,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master  and  Royal  Arch.  (See 
note  G. — Letter  from  E.  Wadsworth.)  In  1816  at  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  Communication,  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  we  find  among 
the  officers  elected  that  Most  Excellent  Philip  P.  Eckel  was  then  chosen 
General  Grand  Scribe,  and  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body  relative  to 
the  establishment  of  new  Chapters,  this  section  of  the  amended  Con- 
stitution :  '  Section  4. — The  officgjs.  of  every  Chapter  and  lodge  under 
this  jurisdiction^  before  they  enter  upon  the  exercise  of  their  respec- 
tive offices,  a.^d  also  the  members  of  all  such  Chapters  and  lodges,  and 
every  candidate  -upon  his  admission  into  the  same,  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing obligation,  viz.,  I,  A.  6  ,  do  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  sup- 
port and  maintain  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Constitution.' 

"  In  the  investigation  of  the  subject  before  us,  we  have  been  con- 
tent to  present  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  leaving  to  those  before  whom 
they  are  presented  to  decide  how  far  we  have  been  successful  in  sus- 
taining our  position.  The  High  Priest  of  Magnolia  Chapter  received 
the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  in  a  regularly  established 
Council,  tracing  its  authority  to  the  broad  seal  of  Frederic  of  Prussia. 
The  (ibligations  then  enjoined,  in  his  opinion,  forbade  the  acceptance 
of  any  such  authority  as  that  tendered  him  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Florida.  Reduced  by  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  dilemma  either  to 
resign  his  membership  and  official  station,  or  by  acceptance  of  the  con- 
ditions offered  depart  from  what  he  conceives  to  be  his  duty,  and  un- 
willing for  such  cause  to  relinquish  the  one  or  depart  from  the  other, 
aided  by  the  able  Companion  to  whose  efforts  he  has  been  largel}'  in- 
debted for  the  materials  of  his  defence,  he  fearlessly  offers  himself  (a 
sacrifice  it  may  be)  to  resist  innovation,  or  to  check  a  spirit  of  pro- 
gressiveness  in  Masonry,  which  recognizes  no  law  but  that  of  expedi- 
ency. We  have  no  ambition  to  gratify,  but  that  feeling  of  ambition, 
or  rather  emulation,  ever  to  be  found  side  by  side  with  those  whose 
aim  it  is  to  elevate  the  institution  ;  extend  the  circle  of  its  usefulness  ; 
guard  it  from  innovation,  and  cultivate  a  spirit  of  harmony  throughout 
its  wide  spread  borders. 


*  The  convention  of  delegates  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  for  the  New  England  States  met  at  Hartford  in  1798.  Of 
this  convention  Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  the  chairman.  In  1797  (one  year 
before)  he  published  his  chart,  in  the  second  part  of  which  he  gave  his  history 
of  the  ineffable  degrees. 
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"  With  the  following  quotation  from  the  pen  of  the  Most  E.  P.  0. 
H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  we  submit  our  cause.  '  Our 
Companions  may,  in  the  spirit  of  innovation,  sever  the  bonds  which 
should  connect  and  bind  us  into  one,'  if  they  will — we  regret  their 
want  of  prudence.  Like  him  we  say,  *  If  Magnolia  Chapter  is  to  be 
immolated,  let  it  be  on  the  altar  of  Masonry -not  upon  that  of  inno* 
vation  and  change  ;'  like  him  we  say,  '  We  will  walk  to  the  sacrifice  in 
the  old  paths,  and  perish  amid  the  old  landmarks,  well  knowing  that 
the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  executioners  themselves  will  bow  before 
the  altar  upon  which  the  victim  is  bound,  and  evoke  the  principles 
they  now  condemn,  to  save  them  from  the  desolating  effects  of  their 
present  spirit. ' " 

The  reply  to  the  defence  of  M.  E.  Companion  H.  R.  Taylor 
is  from  the  pen  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  P.  Duval, 
and  although  more  of  a  ritualistic  than  historical  document, 
is  yet  worthy  of  perusal,  although  his  views  are  hardly  those 
that  would  be  concurred  in  by  the  phalanx  of  Cryptic  Masons 
who  are  interested,  and  have  made  a  study  of  the  Rite,  both 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

"  Reply  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  P.  Duval  to  the  Defence  of 
Most  Excellent  Harry  R.  Taylor,  of  Magnolia  Chapter : 

"  To  Companions  R.  A.  Masons  of  Florida  : 

*'  In  availing  myself  of  the  privilege  accorded  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  Moat  Excellent  H.  R.  Taylor,  against  the 
location  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  before  the  Royal 
Arch,  I  must  necessarily  be  brief,  because  I  can  find  in  his  defence  no 
argument  to  answer.  To  show  that  this  objection  is  not  captiuus,  I 
only  require  that  his  defence  be  read.  In  making  these  remarks  I  do 
not  intend  to  detract  from  the  acknowledged  Masonic  abilities  of  Most 
Excellent  High  Priest  Taylor  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  admit  he  has  said 
all  that  can  be  said  in  the  defence  of  error.  If  there  be  no  argument, 
there  are,  however,  remarks  and  opinions  in  the  defence  of  which  I  will 
give  a  cursory  review.  On  the  threshold  of  the  defence,  the  legal 
organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  denied  ;  admitting  the  very 
charge  upon  which  High  Priest  Taylor  was  cited  to  appear  before  the 
Grand  Chapter.  In  reply  1  have  only  to  say,  that  the  records  of  the 
Convention  show  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  that  the  representative  of  Magnolia  Chapter 
presented  the  resolution  to  form  the  Constitution,  and  was  appointed 
an  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  Most  Excellent  High  Priest 
Taylor  was  elected  and  accepted  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  at  the  last  Convocation.  High 
Priest  Taylor  denies  jurisdiction  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  to  Grand  Councils  of  Select  Masters,  or  to  Grand  Chapters, 
and  claims  jurisdiction  for  the  Council  of  the  33rd  Degree  which  they 
themselves  do  not  claim,  as  is  apparent  from  the  Constitutions  of  that 
Order,  in  which  each  of  the  33  degrees  is  named  and  specified,  over 
which  they  claim  j  urisdiction. 

"  Among  the  elaborate  opinions  of  individuals,  letters,  and  extracts 
from  Masonic  periodicals  copied  in  the  defence,  there  are  but  two  de- 
serving notice,  viz.,   the  letters  of  Nathan  B.  Haswell,  of  Vermont, 
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and  Oharlei  Oilman,  of  Baltimore  ;  and  thejr  show  that  the  Royal  and 
Seleot  Degrees  are  and  have  been  claimed  and  conferred  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Orand  Chapters  of  Vermont  and  Maryland.  N.  B. 
Haswell,  in  his  letter  of  July  2,  A.  L.  5848,  says  :  '  The  degree  was 
first  established  in  Vermont  in  1816  or  1817.  I  recollect  receiving  a 
dispensation  or  certificate  from  our  friend  and  Companion,  Jeremy  L. 
Cross,  now  residing  in  New  York.  Ue  empowered  me  to  organize  and 
put  into  operation  within  the  State — (to  be  under  the  regulation  of 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  when  created).  The  Councils  which  were 
organized  by  me  were  put  in  operation  when  I  was  acting  as  Orand 
Visitor  under  the  Orand  Chapter.  Cross  gave  me  the  appointment 
from  and  under  powers  conferred  on  him  (at  least  I  think  so)  by  Mr. 
P.  Eckel,  who  then  resided  in  Baltimore.  There  is  no  Council  of 
Select  Masters  now  working  in  Vermont.'  Charles  Oilman,  in  his 
letter  of  December  27,  1848,  says  :  '  There  has  never  been  a  Orand 
Council  of  Select  Masters  in  Maryland.  Some  time  about  1810— cer- 
tainly before  1812 — Mr.  Eckel  and  a  Mr.  Wilmer,*  both  of  Baltimore, 
claimed  a  right  to  confer  the  degree  of  Select  Master,  and  to  institute 
Councils  of  such  ;  but  from  what  source  they  derived,  or  claimed  to 
have  derived,  the  authority  I  have  never  been  able  to  learn.  They 
conferred  the  degree  on  Royal  Arch  Masons — probably  on  others  who 
had  not  received  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch — but  I  cannot  learn  that  it 
has  ever  been  given  in  Maryland  before  the  Most  Excellent  Master. ' 
He  states  that  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Orand  Chapter  of  Maryland, 
November,  1817,  the  degree  of  Select  Master  was  ordered  to  be  con- 
ferred in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  by  the  amended  Constitution,  in 
1824,  immediately  preceding  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  He  says  that 
the  Virginia  Committee  mistook  in  their  report  of  1846,  when  they  say 
that  Cross  was  arraigned,  and,  failing  to  appear,  was  suspended  or  ex- 
pelled by  the  Orand  Chapter  of  Maryland  for  conferring  the  degrees 
for  Royal  and  Select  Master  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Orand 
Chapter.  Let  that  be  as  it  may,  the  punishment  of  Cro^s  is  an  imma- 
terial issue.  The  question  is,  did  Cross  confer  these  degrees  impro- 
perly, and  give  charters  to  Councils  of  Select  Masters,  without  autho- 
rity 1  It  is  evident  from  the  conclusion  of  the  letter  of  the  O.  O.  S. 
Oilman  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  offence,  for  he  says  :  '  Some  years 
ago,  in  conversation  with  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Oeneral 
Orand  Chapter,  and  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  upon  the 
matter  of  Mr.  Cross  as  connected  with  this  degree,  he  informed  me 
that  when  Mr.  Cross  learned  that  his  course  had  met  the  disapprobation 
of  the  Oeneral  Orand  Chapter  he  appeared  in  that  body,  expressed 
regret  for  his  conduct,  and  promised  to  offend  no  more  ;  and  thereupon 
the  matter  was  dropped.'  The  report  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vir- 
ginia, at  the  convocation  in  December,  1848,  iinequivocally  sustains 
the  correctness  of  the  report  of  1845  in  all  its  material  allegations, 
which  I  herewith  adopt  as  a  part  of  this  reply. 

' '  The  correctness  of  the  location  of  the  de<rrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master,  can  only  be  tested  by  the  work  and  history  of  the  degrees. 
The  first  can  only  be  illustrated  in  Grand  Council.  Had  I  the  power 
to  commit  to  writing  a  single  sentence,  I  would  flash  conviction,  vivid 
as  the  lightning  of  Heaven,  on  the  most  benighted  mind  of  a  Select 
Master.  It  remains,  therefore,  to  me  only  to  review  the  history  of  the 
degrees,  and  their  chronological  order  in  relation  to  the  degree  of 

'Wilmans.    [Ed. 
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Royal  Aroh.  It  is  known  to  all  intellisent  Royal  and  Selbot  Masteri, 
that  theae  degrees  originated  at  the  building  of  the  first  Temple  in  the 
reign  of  King  Solomon  ;  that  the  degree  of  Select  Miister  was  founded 
by  Solomon  himself,  upon  an  interesting  and  memorable  event,  before 
the  oompletion  of  the  Temple,  and  should,  therefore,  precede  the  de- 
gree of  Most  Excellent  Master,  which  was  founded  by  Solomon  on  the 
oompletion  of  the  Temple.  Every  Select  Master  knows  that  he  has 
never  penetrated  in  the  Ninth  Royal  Arch.  Every  Royal  Arch  Mason 
knows  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  originated  at  the  building  of  the 
second  Temple  by  Zorubabel,  470  years  after  the  destruction  of  the 
first  Temple  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  when  Solomon  and  his  Select  Com< 
panions  had  long  slept  the  sleep  of  death.  Mackey,  in  his  Illustra- 
tions of  Masonry,  p.  288,  nays  :  '  Solomon  is  supposed  to  preside,  or 
rather  the  Mister  is  his  representative  in  Lodges  of  Fellow  Crafts, 
Master  Masons,  Mark,  Past,  and  Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  in 
Councils  of  Select  Masters. '  But  at  the  re-building  of  the  Temple, 
when  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  was  founded,  Joshua,  not  Solomon, 
the  Thrice  Illustrious  Select  Qrand  Master,  was  the  first  High  Priest ; 
Zeru babel.  Prince  of  Judah,  not  Hiram  of  Tyre,  the  Deputy  Illustri- 
ous Select  Grand  Master  was  the  first  King,  and  Haggai,  not  Hiram 
Abiff,  the  Select  Grand  Principal  Conductor,  was  the  first  Scribe  of 
the  first  Royal  Aroh  Chapter  established  at  Jerusalem,  at  the  building 
of  the  second  Temple,  five  hundred  and  thirty  years  before  the  Chris- 
tian Era.  The  Grand  Councils  of  Select  M>isters,  from  the  building 
of  tbp  tint  Temple  down  to  the  re-building  of  the  second  Temple  at 
Jerusalem,  were  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  secrets  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  and  the  Royal  and  Select  Masters'  Degrees  must,  therefore, 
necessarily  have  been  conferred  for  a  period  of  more  than  five  hundred 
years  previous  to  the  Royal  Arch.  The  Grand  Council  still  holds  its 
position  in  every  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  When  sitting  in  Grand  Coun- 
cil, they  represent  Solomon,  Hiram  of  Tyre,  and  Hiram  Abifi*,  but 
when  sitting  in  the  sanctum  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  they  represent 
Joshua,  Zerubabel,  and  Haggai,  the  first  High  Priest,  King  and 
Scribe.  Until  the  discovery  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  at  the  building 
of  the  second  Temple,  and  even  during  the  development  of  the  august 
secrets  of  that  degree,  they  are  addressed  and  designated  as  the  Grand 
Council,  but  from  the  instant  the  degree  is  fully  brought  to  light,  they 
are  addressed  and  take  the  appellation  of  Most  Excellent  High  Priest, 
King,  and  Scribe  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  We  are  now  told  re- 
gardless of  the  chronological  order,  and  the  written  and  traditionary 
history,  which  is  fully  sustained  by  the  work  and  lectures  in  these  de- 
grees, that  the  location  of  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  previous  to 
the  Royal  Arch  is  an  innovation  on  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the 
Order,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  in  opposition  to  the  ancient 
and  intelligent  Grand  Chapters  of  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  has  sustained  this  baneful  heresy.  Believing  conscientiously 
that  by  my  presence  I  should  sanction  this  violation  of  our  Ancient 
Order,  I  have  retired  from  the  Grand  Chapter,  not  in  auger,  but  in 
sorrow.  I  have  retired  from  an  institution  dear  to  me  as  the  ruddy 
drops  that  gush  through  my  sad  heart,  but  believing,  with  the  immor- 
tal Jefferson,  that '  error  is  harmless  if  reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it,' 
I  shall  silently  abide  my  time,  looking  forward  with  pleasing  anticipa- 
tion to  that  happy  period  when  the  true  light  of  Masonry  shall  dispel 
the  clouds  that  now  cover  our  aaored  tabernacle  with  thick  darkness  ^ 
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when  I  ihall  onou  more  stand  with  my  Companions  around  the  inoenie- 
burning  altar  of  our  Holy  Temple. 

CI  TofTW  "P    T)dvat 
•«  p.  H.  p.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida." 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  at  its  Con- 
vocation  in  I848. 

'*  The  Qrand  Chapter  of  Virginia  has  nothing  further,  in  the  way  of 
argument,  to  add  in  the  matter  of  the  propriety  of  the  Royal  and 
Select  Ddgrees  being  in  the  custody  and  keeping  of  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ters, instead  of  independent  bodies  of  Masons,  called  Councils  ;  nor  to 
the  surreptitious  manner  in  which  these  Councils  were  gotten  up  ;  nor 
to  the  chronological  arrangement  of  these  degrees  ;  we  have  said  all 
we  can  say  on  paper,  in  the  proceediiigs  of  1845  and  1847,  as  ordered 
by  this  Grand  Chapter.  It  is  clear  and  manifest  to  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter— it  is  law  to  her,  and  those  working  under  her  jurisdiction.  Sae 
greatly  regrets  the  disagreement  on  this  subject  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Florida  and  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  10,  Apalachicola.  That 
Chapter  was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  on  the  1 8th 
Djcember,  1846  ;  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  at  its  session  in 
1840,  had  received  these  degrees  solemnly  from  the  Grand  Council  of 
Virginia,  which  then  as  solemnly  surrendered  them  to  her.  The  char- 
t  )r  furnished  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  Apalachicola,  dated  18th  De- 
cember, 1846,  was  one  of  those  on  hand  at  the  time,  but  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  failed  to  interline  the 
words,  '  Royal  and  Select  Master '  before  Most  Excellent  Master,  in 
said  charter.  The  acts  and  doings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia 
are  law  to  her  Subordinate  Chapters.  The  proceedings  in  communi- 
cation have  been  regularly  sent  to  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  and  are, 
therefore,  binding  upon  her,  and  she  is  a  Subordinate  Chapter  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  if  not  one  of  the  integral  Chapters  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Florida,  which  we  think  she  became  at  the  Convention  held  at 
Tallahasse  by  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Florida,  on  the  11th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1847.  She  was  there,  as  one  of  the  three  Chapters  which  con- 
stituted that  Convention,  formed  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  adopted  a 
Constitution. 

**  There  seems  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  as  reported,  no  pro- 
test of  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  to  its  action.  We  think  it  ia  too 
late  now  for  her  to  cavil  about  this  matter,  and  that  she  should  obey 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  under  whose  jurisdiction  she  became 
from  the  hour  when  she  departed  from  that  of  Virginia.  If  now  un- 
der Virginia  she  would  be  required  to  obey  the  mandates  of  this  Grand 
Chapter ;  we  therefore  affectionately  and  fraternally  request  her  to 
ttcoept  the  charter  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  return  that  from 
Virginia,  and  heal  up  this  breach  like  good  men  and  true  and  faithful 
and  affectionate  Masons. 

"In  reply  to  the  enquiries  of  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  over  the 
signature  of  Companion  H.  P.  H.  R.  Taylor,  we  reply  we  think  the 
arrangement  referred  to  ought  to  be  broken  up,  that  the  Grand  Coun- 
cils in  all  the  States  should  surrender  these  degreea  to  the  Grand 
Chapters ;  and  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees 
should  be  conferred  before  the  Royal  Arch . 

''We  think  the  independency  of  Mason^,  and  its  real  utility,  is 
wisely  considered  by  the  resolve  of  Florida  Grand  Chapter,  not  to  put 
tself  under  the  dominion  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.     We  cannot 
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concoivti  of  any  jast  or  useful  authority  above  Grand  Lodges  and 
Grand  Chapters. 

**  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  John  Dove,     "j 

"James  Evans,  >  Committee. 

"Jos,  Carlton,  ) 

"  Resolved, — That  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  Florida,  ba  required 
to  return  the  Charter  issued  to  them  by  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December,  1846,  they  having  become  a  constituent 
part  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

"  Resolved, — That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  had  upon  the  subject  of  issuing  a  Charter  to 
Mjtgnolia  Chapter,  immediately  upon  the  rising  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  and  to  M  ignolia  Chapter,  No.  16. 

"  Resolved, — That  the  Grand  Secretary  do  embody  for  publication 
with  the  procedings  of  this  Grand  Convocation,  the  proceedings  had 
by  the  Grand  Council  of  Virginia,  merging  the  degrees  of  Select  and 
Royal  Master  in  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Chapters  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion, and  the  action  had  at  different  times  by  this  Grand  Chapter  on 
the  same  subject. 

' '  In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  a:id  with  a  view  to  place 
the  true  state  of  facts  relative  to  the  degieea  of  Select  and  Royal 
Master  before  the  Masonic  fraternity,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  Com- 
panion Jeremy  L.  Cross  came  to  this  State  some  time  during  the  win- 
ter of  1817,  and  conferred  those  decrees  on  several  Royal  Arch  Masons^ 
myself  among  the  number,  living  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  for 
which  we  paid  him  five  dollars  each.  He  then  stated  that  he  had  au- 
thority from  the  chief  in  whose  possession  these  degrees  were  (Com- 
panion Joseph  Eckel,  of  Maryland),  to  grant  Charters  for  holding 
Councils  of  Select  and  Royal  Masters.  We  accordingly  took  from  him 
a  Charter,  for  which  we  paid  him  $iO,  and  established  Richmond  Coun- 
cil No.  1.,  on  2oth  December,  1817  ;  he  established  a  similar  Council 
at  Dumfries,  6th  January,  1818,  under  the  same  circumstances  ;  we 
continued  our  labours  until  1820,  when  Companion  James  Cushman 
came,  at  Companion  Cross'  instance,  to  Virginia  to  lecture  on  Masonry, 
and  brought  with  him  authority  from  Cross  to  grant  Charters,  which 
he  did  during  that  year,  at  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  Petersburg,  Lynch- 
burg, Staunton,  Williamsburg  and  Winchester,  each  of  whom  paid  him 
$40  for  the  Charter,  besides  $2  for  each  degree  conferred  on  the  requi- 
site number  to  form  a  Council.  The  phraseology  of  the  Charters  is  the 
following  for  Nos.  1  and  2  ; 

"  *  To  all  whom  these  presents  may  come-  -greeting  : 

•'  *  Know  ye,  that  by  the  high  powers  in  me  vested  by  the  Thrice  Il- 
lustrious and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of  Select  Masons, 
held  at  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  North  America, 
I  do  hereby  constitute  and  empower  the  within-named  Companions  to 
form  themselves  into  a  regular  Council  of  Select  Masters,  and  I  do 
appoint  my  Worthy  Companion,  John  Dove,  to  be  the  first  Thrice  Il- 
lustrious Grand  Master,  George  Fletcher  to  be  First  Illustrious  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  and  Benjamin  H,  Brady  to  be  the  Principal  Conductor, 
and  I  do  grant  them  full  power,  with  their  constitutional  number  to 
assemble,  open  and  confer  the  degree  of  Select  Master,  and  do  all  other 
business  appertaining  to  said  degree,  for  which  this  shall  be  their  suf- 
ficient warrant,  until  revoked  by  the  Grand  Puissant ;  and  I  do  further 
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direct  said  Couacil  to  hold  ^ts  meetings  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  and 
State  of  Yirtjinia. 

"  '  Given  under  my  hand  at  Richmond,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  De- 
cember, A.D.  1817,  of  the  discovery  2817. 

'*  'Jeremy  L.  Cross.' 

"  When  Cushman  came  in  1820,  he  broxight  a  small  pamphlet  con- 
taining a  synopsis  of  the  degrees  of  Select  and  Royal  Master,  and  a  list 
of  Charters  granted  by  Cross  in  several  States,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  the  following  certificate  : 

"  Cektificate. 

"I  hereby  certify  that'  having  been  duly  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Council  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to 
establish  and  organize  Councils  in  any  State  in  the  United  States  where 
there  was  not  already  a  Grand  Council  formed,  I  have,  by  the  high 
powers  in  me  vested  by  the  aforesaid  Grand  Council,  established 
the  following  Councils  of  Select  Masters,  and  granted  them  a  Warrant 
of  Constitution. 

"Jeremy  L.  Cross,  D.G.P. 

"  Under  which  Cushman's  authority  read  as  follows  : 
"That,  by  the  high  power  in  me  vested  by  the  Thrice  Illustrious 
Deputy  Grand  Puissant,  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  I  do  hereby  constitute  and 
appoint  the  within-named  Companions  to  form  themselves  into  a  regu- 
lar Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  I  do  appoint  my  Worthy 
Companions,  James  Penn,  to  be  First  Thrice  lUustrioua  Grand  Master, 
and  George  P.  Richardson  First  Principal  Conductor  ;  granting  them 
full  power,  with  their  constitutional  rmmber,  to  assemble  in  the  town 
of  Lynchburg,  by  the  name  of  Washington  Council,  No.  6,  open,  and 
confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  and  to  do  all  other 
business  appertaining  to  said  degrees,  they  conforming  in  all  their 
doings  to  the  general  regulations  of  Select  Masters. 

"Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  the  IGth  d-.  •  of  February,  A.L. 
5820,  A.D.  1820,  and  of  the  Deposit  2820. 

"James  Cushman,  D.G.P. 

"  Having  now  a  sufficient  number  of  Councils  to  form  a  State  Grand 
Council,  a  Convention  was  called  and  held  at  Richmond,  in  December. 
182ii),  and  a  Gir?.:ir\^Council  for  the  State  of  Virginia  formed,  who  sub- 
sequentlv;.granted  several  Charters,  and  continued  their  labours  until 
Decer^'^er  17,  1841,  when,  for  the  reasons  subsequently  developed  in 
this  statement,  they  determined,  in  the  following  resolutions,  to  sur- 
render the  degrees  to  the  keeping  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia, 
who,  by  resolution  of  same  date,  accepted  and  took  possession  of  the 
degrees,  and  regulated  the  order  of  conferring  the  same 

"  Resolved,  That  from  this  day,  the  Grand  Council  of  Virginia  resign 
all  authority  over  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Sulect  Master  ;  Provided, 
the  Grand  Chapter  will  take  charge  of  the  same  and  make  suitable 
regulations  for  the  preservation  thereof. 

'''Resolved,  That  all  funds,  books,  papers,  &c.,  belonging  to  the 
Grand  Council,  be  placed  under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  provided  they  accept  the  proposition  above  made. 

"Resolved,  That  all  funds,  books,  papers,  »&c,,  belonging  to  the 
Subordinate  Councils,  be  placed  under  the  control  and  direction  of 
the  Subordinate  Chapters  nearest  their  placa  of  location,  provided  the 
Grand  Chapter  shall  accept  the  above  proposition.     Thereupon, 
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"  Revived,  That  the  Graud  Chapter  accept  the  proposition  made  by 
the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  that  the  degrees 
be  hevaafter  conferred  under  the  authority  of  the  Charters  issued  by 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

'^  Re»(Aved,  That  hereafter  the  degrees  in  Subordinate  Chapters  be 
given  in  the  following  order,  to  wit  :  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Most 
Excellent  Master,  Royal  Mister,  Select  Master  and  Royal  Arch. 

'■^  Resolved,  That  the  Subordinate  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction, 
so  far  as  they  have  abilities  and  numbers,  be  instructed  to  confer  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  upon  all  their  members  who  have 
not  received  them,  without  fee. 

"  In  184;i  the  Companions  of  Wheeling  made,  through  Companion 
Morgan  Nelson,  certain  statements,  and  asked  the  opinion  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  which  was  given  in  the  following  words  : 

'* '  Whereas  tliia  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  last  session,  accepted  of  the 
proposition  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Virginia  to  take  charge  of  the 
degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  and  adopt  regulations  for  the  pre- 
servation and  proper  conference  of  the  same  ;  and  it  having  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  some  of  our  Companions 
have  felt  aggrieved  thereby  : 

"  '■Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Graud  Chapter,  the  degrees, 
as  now  ordered  to  be  conferred,  are  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
ancient  customs  of  the  fraternity. 

^'■'Resolved,  That  Companions  and  Chapters  working  under  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  be  informed,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  the  usages  of  Masonry  require  its  members  to  conform  to 
the  laws  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction,  under  which  they  work,' 

' '  In  1845  the  subject  was  acrain  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Virginia  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  when  the  then 
very  enlightened  Committee  of  B'oieign  Correspondenco,  through  their 
able  and  distinguished  Chairman,  Companion  Rev.  J  \mes  D.  McCabe, 
made  the  following  conclusive  report : 

" '  The  address  of  the  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  is  replete  with 
sound  Masonic  principles,  and  breathes  a  spirit  of  true  fraternal  Sfrnti- 
ment,  worthy  the  body  over  which  he  presides.  There  is  one  subject 
brought  to  notice  in  the  address,  and  also,  by  the  Committees  on  For- 
eign Correspondence  which  demands  the  respectful  and  fraternal 
attention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia.  The  assumption  cf  jurie- 
diction  over  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  by  the  Graad 
Chapter  of  Virginia,  at  the  request  of  the  late  Grand  ^uncil  of  the 
State,  has  given  rise  to  a  question  of  some  importance  to  the  Masonic 
Craft.     The  proposition  may  be  briefly  stated  thus  : 

"  '  Djes  the  unauthorized  establishment  of  bodies  of  Masons,  to  con- 
fer decrees  which  properly  belonged  to  degrees  already  organized  under 
proper  Charters,  justify  the  continuance  of  the  abuse  after  the  illegal- 
ity is  discovered  ? ' 

"By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence fo."  the  present  session,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Virginia  adheres  to  her  first  position^  and  distinctly  requires  all  Chap- 
ters (vhich  owe  her  allegiance,  to  obey  the  arrangement  of  these  de- 
grees as  directed  in  1842,  and  set  forth  in  the  present  form  of  Charter. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  John  Dove, 

"  Grand  Secretary. " 
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NOTES  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  PRECEDING  PAGES. 

NOTE  A. 

"  Thursday  evening,  January  14th. — The  Constitution  was  read, 
section  by  section,  and  after  amendment,  adopted.  It  was  then  put 
upon  its  final  passage  and  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
rolled by  the  secretary. 

"  Monday  evening. — On  motion,  an  additional  Article  to  the  Con- 
stitution (Art.  7)  was  proposed,  read,  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
enrolled  by  the  secretary. 

"  Article  7th  of  the  Constitution  of  G.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Florida. 

"  The  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  Chapter  Degrees,  to  be  given  in  the  Chapter,  unless  otherwise  di- 
rected by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  some  regular  Communication  herein- 
aft  T.  And  the  Grand  Chapter  may  confer  authority  upon  the  Subor- 
dinate Chapters  to  organize  Councils  and  confer  these  degrees,  and 
make  such  by  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  this  Article,  and  fully  to  provid«  for  the  conferring  of  these 
degrees  :  and  in  the  meantime  any  Subordinate  Chapter  may  confer  the 
degrees  (otherwise  directed  by  the  Grand  Cha  iter),  in  such  manner  as 
now  is  or  may  be  provided  by  their  by-laws,  regulations,  or  constitu- 
tions, or  by  dispensation  granted  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  ;  provided 
there  be  nine  regular  Select  Masters  present  at  the  conferring  of  suid 
degree,  if  conferred  otherwise  than  by  dispensation. 

''  Resolution  adopted  bij  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  on  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary, I847. 

"  Council  of  Royal  ani>  Select  Masters. 

"  Ordered  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
that  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  shall  be  conferred  in  the 
Subordinate  Chapt«rs  immediately  before  the  degree  of  most  Excellent 
Master,  according  to  the  ancient  Constitutions  of  Masonry,*  as  set 
forth  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

NOTE  B. 

"  Companion  Brondon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions 
and  Grievances,  made  the  following  Report : 

"  Tha  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Correspondence  between  the  Most  Excellent  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Companion,  Harry  R.  Taylor,  of  Magnolia  Chapter, 
and  the  matters  therein  referred  to,  beg  leave  to 

*  REPORT : 

"That  they  find,  on  examining  said  Correspondence,  that  the  Mag- 
nolia Chapter,  at  Apalachicola,  has  been  working  under  a  Charter  from 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  that  in  March  last  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Chapter  transmitted  to  Companion 
Harry  R.  Taylor,  the  High  Priest  of  that  Chapter,  a  Charter  from  this 
Chapter,  which  he  refused  to  accept  ;  and  that  the  Magnolia  Chapter 
is  still  working  under  the  Charter  from  the  Virginia  Grand  Chapter. 

*  Query. — Where  do  they  find   any  ancient  ConBtitutiona  granting 
authority  ? 
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"So  far  as  your  Committee  are  able  to  ascertain  from  the  Corres- 
pondence, the  refusal  of  the  Magnolia  Chapter  to  recognize  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Chapter,  is  founded  solely  on  the  fact  that  our 
Constitution  authorizes  and  directs  the  Subordinate  Chapters  under  our 
jurisdiction  to  consider  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Mas- 
ter as  Chapter  Degrees,  and  to  confer  them  upon  candidates  previous 
to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

"  This  authority — to  confer  these  Degrees  before  the  Royal  Arch — 
which  is  inserted  in  our  Charters  to  Subordinate  Chapters,  is  one  which 
Companion  Taylor  says  he  cannot  consent  to  use  or  recognize — and  he 
deems  it  an  unfortunate  decision  of  the  Convention  which  formed  our 
Constitution,  if  not  an  infringement  upon  established  usages. 

**  The  letters  of  Companion  Taylor  have  been  replied  to  by  the  Most 
Excellent  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  in  a  kind 
and  respectful  manner  ;  and  an  effort  made  by  the  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  to  convince  him  that  the  decisions  and  conclusions  of  this  body 
on  the  subject  alluded  to,  are  correct,  but  without  effect ;  and  as  your 
Committee  are  informed  the  said  Companion  and  the  Magnolia  Chap- 
ter still  refuse  to  receive  a  Charter  from  this  body. 

"  Your  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  detail  more  particularly 
the  correspondence  upon  this  subject  before  alluded  to,  or  to  comment 
upon  it  any  farther  than  to  say  that  it  seems  to  have  been  characterized 
by  fairness  and  candour  on  both  sides,  and  bears  evidence  of  Masonic 
spirit  and  an  earnest  desire  for  the  truth  and  light  ;  and  from  the  tenor 
of  the  corrpspondence,  as  well  as  from  the  high  character  both  as  a  man 
and  a  Mason,  which  Companion  Taylor  has  always  borne,  they  feel 
satisfied  that  his  objections  are  conscientiously  entertained,  and  that 
he  is  actuated  by  no  factious  and  un-Masonic  feeling,  but  by  an  earnest 
belief  that  the  Grand  Chapter  is  in  error  in  respect  to  the  point  above 
mentioned — all  of  which  makes  it  much  more  difficult  for  your  Com- 
mittee to  point  out  the  suitable  and  proper  action  for  this  Grand  Chap- 
per  to  take  in  the  premises. 

**  Your  Committee  have  again  examined  the  question  to  which  this 
correspondence  has  giv«n  rise  (viz. :  what  is  the  proper  time  and  mode 
of  giving  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  ?)  and  they 
are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  the  former  action  and  decisions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  on  that  point  are  right — that  they  are  Chapter  De- 
grees and  ought  to  be  conferred  before  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and 
they  believe  that  if  correctly  understood,  it  would  at  once  be  conceded 
by  all  right  Masons,  that  such  must  necessarily  be  the  case. 

"  The  Grand  Chapters  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  have  both  so  de- 
cided in  the  most  pointed  and  emphatic  manner,  and  particularly  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  under  which  the  Magnolia  Chapter  now 
claims  to  work.  In  a  resolution  of  that  Grand  Chapter,  passed  in  1846, 
they  declare  that  '  the  order  of  conferring  degrees  incident  to  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapters,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  shall  here- 
after be  as  follows  ;  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Royal  Mvster,  Sjlect 
Master,  Most  Excellent  Master,  and  Riiyal   Vroh.' 

*'  This  is  substantially  in  aocordano?  with  <>ur  own  Constitution,  and 
as  your  Committee  believe  correct.  And  believing  this,  they  feel  hound 
to  recommend  some  action  of  this  Grand  Chapter  iu  the  premises.  And 
though  reluctantly,  they  feel  compelled  to  submit  the  following  reso- 
lutions, as  the  mildest  mode  which  they  can  devise  for  treating  the 
subject,  and  whicli  at  the  same  time  is  consistent  with  the  jast  rights, 
jurisdiction  and  dignity  of  the  Chapter,  viz. : 
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"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Chapter  now  working  at  Apalachicola,  know 
as  Magnolia  Chapter,  No.  16,  and  the  officers  and  members  thereof,  be 
requested  to  accept  the  Charter  heretofore  sent  them  from  this  Grand 
Chapter,  and  to  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
and  that  our  seorotary  cause  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  be  transmitted 
to  them,  together  with  such  explanations  and  papers  touching  the  point 
in  controversy  between  that  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  may  see  fit  to  send  therewith. 

"2.  Re.  Jved  further,  That  incase  the  said  Magnolia  Chapter  does 
not  within  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  this  resolution, 
accept  the  Charter  tendered  to  it,  and  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  that  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Most  Excel* 
lent  High  Priest  to  cause  to  be  notitied  and  admonished  to  appear 
before  this  Grand  Chapter  at  its  next  Annual  Communication,  and 
show  cause  why  it  does  not  accept  of  said  Charter,  and  in  case  of  its 
refusal  to  do  so,  why  it  should  not  otherwise  be  Masonically  dealt  with. 

"  Resolved  further,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  and  these  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  I.  H.  Bronson,  Chairman. 
"  John  P.  Duval, 
"  Geo,  W.  Macrae. 

"  Which  together  with  the  resolutions  appended,  was  unanimously 
adopted." 

NOTE  C. 

Extracts  from  the  Proceeding.-^  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 

Virginia. 

(From  the  Report  of  the  Comuiittee  on  Foreign  Coixespondence  in 
1845.) 

"  The  Select  Dej^ree  was  introduced  into  the  Masonic  Family  in  this 
country  by  Most  Excellent  Philip  P.  Eckel,  of  Maryland,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  and  enlightened  Masons  of  his  day.  He  presented 
it  to  theCh?.pters  of  that  State,  who  have  since,  and  up  to  the  present 
time,  invariably  conferred  it  before  the  Most  Excellent  Master,  and 
consider  it,  in  the  language  of  the  present  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  *  the  link  which  connects  those  without 
the  veil  to  those  within  it.'  The  Royal  Muster  has  ever  in  that  juris- 
diction been  conferred  as  a  mere  honorary  degree.  Most  Excellent 
Companion  Eckel,  assisted  by  others,  conferred  these  degrees  upon  a 
distinguished  lecturer,  who  pledged  himself  to  impart  them  to  every 
Royal  Arch  Chaptei  he  might  visit  in  his  official  character.  Some  years 
after,  the  Masons  of  Baltimore  learned  with  aslonishineut  that  Councils 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  had  been  established  in  various  parts  of 
the  United  States,  by  some  self  constituted  authority,  and  under  the 
influence  of  a  mortification  occasioned  by  a  betrayal  of  their  confidence ; 
stimulated  by  Masonic  zeal,  thty  traced  ttiis  ille{j;al  action  to  the  lec- 
turer before  named,  who  was  arraigned  for  trial — first,  before  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  ;  but  failing  to  appear, 
the  case  was  committed  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland,  who  twice 
summoned  the  oflender  before  them,  and  he  failing  to  appear,  was 
suspended  or  expelled  from  all  the  benefits  of  Masonry  for  contumacy. 
These  facts  present,  as  far  as  can  be  written,  substantially  the  case,  a** 
it  has  been  freijuoutly  stated  by  the  present  Deputy  Grand  Hiijh  Priest 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  and  many  other 
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eminent  JVIasons  of  Maryland,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Believing,  therefore,  that  the  body  from  which  the  degrees  emanated 
was  beat  qualified  to  judge  of  the  proper  location  and  conference  of 
these  degrees,  and  feeling  assured  that  there  was  no  legal  authority  in 
the  Councils  which  have  been  established,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vir- 
ginia,  determining  not  to  be  a  party  in  perpetuating  error  of  so  gross  a 
character,  surrendered  the  degrees  to  the  keeping  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Virginia,  and  that  body,  following  the  example  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Maryland,  ordered  them  to  be  conferred  before  the  Royal  Arch. ' 

"  '  It  does  seem  to  your  Committee  that  the  most  cursory  acquaint- 
ance with  the  origin  of  the  severaldegrees  of  Masonry  must  be  satisfied 
of  the  utter  absurdity  of  detaching  these  degrees  from  their  natural 
and  chronological  connection,  and  introducing  them  after  a  degree 
which  originated  472  years  after  the  events  transpired  to  which  they 
allude,  thus  converting  a  most  expressive  and  beautiful  chain  of  tra- 
ditional history  into  a  disjointed  and  illy-arranged  system  of  absurdi- 
ties. As  to  any  authority  claimed  by  '  bodies '  unknown  to  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  we  cannot  permit  them  to  influence  a  Grand  Chapter 
which  believes  that  there  is  in  their  possession  all  the  light  which 
properly  belongs  to  the  '  Temple,'  and  that  they  have  arrived  at  the 
summit  of  perfection  in  Ancient  Freemasonry,'  etc. 
(From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  1847.) 

"  '  At  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  at  their  Annual  Convoca- 
tion in  May,  1846,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  re- 
commended that  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  be  hereafter  conferred 
in  the  Subordinate  Chapters  ;  and  in  considering  the  said  report  a  de- 
cision was  postponed  to  the  next  Convocation  of  said  Chapter  in  May, 
1847.  At  the  Convocation  in  May,  1847,  the  Committee  on  Unfinish- 
ed Business  considered  this  subject,  and  reported  the  foUowiig  resolu- 
tion :  '  Resolved,  That  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Se- 
lect Master  in  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  is  a  departure  from  the  estab- 
lished landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  that  in  no  instance  should  it  be 
countenanced  by  this  Grand  Chapter  ; '  which  report  and  resolution 
were  accepted  and  adopted. 

"  '  Your  Committee  regrst  to  see  this  conclusion  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Connecticut,  in  relation  to  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees,  since 
we  think  that  the  philosophy  and  history  of  the  degrees  can  but  prove 
that  they  of  right  belong  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  to  no  other 
independent  body.  We  beg  to  ask  a  re- consideration  of  this  subject 
by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  and  to  recall  their  attentir  to 
the  report  on  this  (juestion,  in  the  proceedini^s  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Virginia,  at  its  Annual  Convocation  in  December,  1845,  and  also  to 
the  copy  of  the  subjoined  circular  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland, 
of  May,  1827,  as  to  when  and  where  the  error  began,  and  how ;  and 
also  to  the  opinion  of  the  General  G^and  Chapter  of  the  United  States 
on  the  same  subject  : 

' '  *  Companion  Barker,  from  tht  Committee,  delivered  the  following 
report  and  resolutions,  which  were  read  and  concurred  in  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the  Most  Excel- 
Ibnt  Grand  High  Priest,  and  accompanying  documents,  upon  the  sub- 
j  ect  of  the  institution  and  existence  of  the  Select  Degree,  in  a  state 
independent  of  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  some  of  our  sister 
States,  having  obtained  such  information  upon  that  subject  as  was 
within  their  reach,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolution  :  Re- 
solved, That  the  following  circular  letter,  signed  by  ou  .•  Grand  High 
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Priest,  and  countersigned  by  our  Grand  Secretary,  with  the  seal  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  annexed  thereto,  be  sent  to  each  Grand  Chapter 
in  the  United  States  : 

**  'Most  Excellent  Grand  Sir  and  Companion  : 

*'  '  I  am  instructed  by  the  Grand  Chapter  over  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  preside,  to  address  you,  and  throuj^h  you  your  Grand  Chap- 
ter, upon  the  unsettled  state  of  the  degree  c.f  Select  Master— a  subject 
deemed  by  us  of  sufficient  importance  to  cluini  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  your  Grand  Chapter. 

"  'This  degree  existed  under  the  authority  of  a  distinguished  chief 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  but  without  the  recognizance  of  our  Grand 
Chapter  for  many  years,  until,  in  the  year  1824,  upon  the  revision  of 
our  constitution,  it  appearing  evident  that  the  Select  Degree  not  only 
has  an  intimate  connection  with,  but  is  in  a  measure  necessary,  as 
preparatory  to,  and  elucidatory  of,  that  of  the  Royal  Arch,  it  was  for- 
mally recognized  by  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  required  to  be  given 
by  our  Subordinate  Chapters  in  its  proper  order,  immediately  preced- 
ing that  of  the  Royal  Arch.  Urder  this  arrangement  we  have  pro- 
gressed much  to  our  satisfaction — but  it  is  with  regret  that  we  have 
learned  that  Councils  or  (Jhapters  of  Select  Masons  have  been  estab- 
lished, in  some  of  our  sister  States,  independent  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry, avowedly  in  pursuance  of,  but  as  we  are  satisfied,  through  a 
great  mistake  or  actual  abuse  of  any  authority  delegated,  or  meant  to 
be  delegated,  in  relation  to  the  Select  Degree.  We  would,  therefore, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  recommend  to  your  Grand  Chapter  the  con- 
sideration of  this  degree,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  exists, 
if  it  does  exist  within  your  jurisdiction  ;  with  the  hope  that  you  will 
see  it  to  be  for  the  general  interests  of  the  Craft,  to  take  said  degree 
under  your  recognisance  and  control,  to  whom  of  right  it  belr  gs,  and 
thereby  do  away  with  what  is  felt  to  be  a  grievance  by  thobj  distin- 
guished chiefs,  whose  authority,  delegated  to  a  limited  extent  and  for 
special  reasons,  has  been  perverted  for  sordid  purposes,  by  the  creation 
of  an  independent  order,  never  contemplated  by  them,  and  which  we 
believe  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  best  interests  of  our  in- 
stitution. 

"  *  Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

"  '  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  '  Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  '  E.  Barker,  for  the  Committee.'  " 

NOTE    D. 

"  From  Moore's  Free  Mason's  Magazine,  April  number,  1847,  we 
make  the  following  extract  : 

"These  degrees  were,  we  believe,  originally  brought  into  this  coun- 
try via  the  West  Indies,  from  France,  and  were  cultivated  and  con- 
ferred, for  many  years,  as  the  '  detached  degrees '  of  a  Lodge  of 
Perfection.  If  we  be  correct  in  this  beliijf  (and  if  not,  we  shall  bo 
happy  to  be  set  right),  they  probably  came  out  with  a  Henry  A. 
Francken,  who  established  the  first  Lodge  of  Perfection  in  this  coun- 
try, at  Albany,  1706.  Moses  M.  Hayes  introduced  them  into  Rhode 
Island  about  the  same  time,  and  subsequently  into  Massachusetts. 
Samuel  Stringer  took  them  to  Maryland  ;  and  in  1783  Isaac  Da  Costa 
established  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  This 
was  the  basis  of  the  present  Supreme  Council,  33rd  degree,  for  the 
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Southern  jurisdiction  ;  and  from  this  source  originated  most  of  the 
early  Charters  for  Lodges  of  Perfection  in  America.  In  these  Charters 
we  first  find  authority  for  conferring  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees. 
They  were  not  then,  however,  nor  are  they  now,  regarded  as  the  reg- 
ular degrees  of  the  Lodge,  but  as  '  detached  *  or  honorary  degrees, 
which  the  -lodge  were  at  liberty  to  confer,  either  in  their  own  body, 
or  in  a  Council  organized  under  their  own  Warrant  for  the  purpose, 
as  they  should  judge  expedient.  Authority  to  confer  them  was  sub- 
sequently granted  to  Masonic  travelling  lecturers.  In  their  hands, 
they  soon  became  articles  of  traftic,  which  any  Royal  Arch  Mason 
could  procure  by  paying  for  them — and  that  frequently  at  his  own 
price. 

"  Subsequently  an  eflort  was  made  to  bring  them  under  the  control 
of  the  Chapters.  This  proving  but  partially  successful,  the  establish- 
ment of  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  distinct  from,  and  in- 
dependent of,  the  Lodges  of  Perfection,  soon  followed.  Disagreements 
between  the  Chapters  and  Councils,  and  Lodges  of  Perfection  and 
individuals  (all  claiming  authority  to  confer  them),  succeeded ;  and 
they  have  never  yet  been  fully  reconciled. 

'*  Our  own  opinion  is,  however,  that  the  whole  management  .'.nd 
control  of  the  degrees  would  be  better  and  safer  in  the  Councils,  and 
that,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  the  Chapter  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere with  them .  They  can  be  creditably  supported  as  an  indepen- 
dent branch  of  the  Order,  if  permitted  to  hold  the  same  relation  to  the 
fraternity  that  the  Royal  Arch  and  its  appendant  degrees  now  occupy. 
They  should  be  placed  under  the  exclusive  control  of  Grand  Councils, 
which  should  also  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  over  them  in  States 
where  there  are  no  (Jrand  Councils,  that  is  now  exercised  by  Grand 
Lodges  over  the  symbolic  degrees;  and  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  by 
individuals,  or  in  any  place  other  than  a  legally  constituted  Council, 
having  a  Charter  from  some  Grand  Council,  should  be  made  an  oifence 
punishable  by  expulsion  and  exposure. 

"  From  September  number,  1848. — The  degrees  (Royal  and  Select 
Masters)  are  undoubtedly  illustrative  of  what  is  generally  received  as 
York  Masonry  ;  but  how  either  the  York  or  Scotch  Masons  became 
originally  in  possession  of  them,  is  now  as  difficult  to  determine  as  it 
would  be  to  prove  that  our  ancient  brethren, who  composed  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  York,  ever  knew  or  heard  of  anything  respecting  them.  In 
this  magazine  for  April,  1847,  we  g?ive  what  we  believed  to  be  the  his- 
tory of  their  introduction  and  promulgation  in  this  country.  And 
the  views  we  then  expressed  are  measurably  confirmed  by  the  facts 
stated  by  our  correspondent  in  respect  to  the  source  whence  the  Coun- 
cils in  Mississippi  derived  their  authority.*  In  the  article  referred  to, 
we  said  that  for  many  years  after  their  introduction  among  us  they 
were  conferred  as  the  '  detached  degrees '  of  Lodges  of  Perfection. 
They  were  never  regarded  as  the  regular  degrees  of  such  lodges,  but 
as  degrees  which  they  were  legally  authorized  to  confer,  if  they  thought 
proper  to  do  so.  These  lodges  derive  their  charter  from  the  Grand 
Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem.  These  Councils,  therefore,  having 
original  jurisdiction  over  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees,  at  least  in  this 
country,  might  undoubtedly  authorize  the  establishment  of  separate 
and  independent  Councils  for  the  conferring  of  them,  or  invest  this 
power  in  Lodges  of  Perfection  as  they  should  determine.     It  seems 


*  The  Council  of  I'tiiicea  at  Charleston,  S.C. 
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from  the  statement  of  our  correspondent  that  the  Southern  Councils 
formerly  did  both.  We  are  not  informed  as  to  their  present  practice; 
but  they  do  not  probably  now  do  either.  The  Councils  of  Princes  of 
Jerusalem  and  Lodges  of  Perfection  in  the  Northern  jurisdiction  have 
not  for  many  years  interfered  with  them.  They  have,  whether  wisely 
vv  otherwise,  it  is  not  important  to  enquire,  left  them  to  the  care  of 
thnao  who  have  assumed  the  control  of  them.  That  their  present  po- 
sition is  an  unfortunate  one  cannot  be  denied,  and  it  bids  fair  to  be  a 
source  of  much  vexation  to  the  fraternity,  particularly  in  the  Southern 
i\nd  Western  States,  etc." 

NOTE    E. 

Extract  from  the  Repot't  of  the  Commiftee  on  Foreign  Corresponchuce,  in 
file  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  taken  from  the  Ootober  Number 
if  Moore's  Magazine,  1848. 

"  For  some  years  past  the  question  relative  to  the  Councils  of  Royal 
ami  Select  Masters  has  created  considerable  discussion  in  the  Grand 
and  Subordinate  Chapters,  and  at  the  communication  of  the  General 
Grand  Chai  'or  in  1844  that  body  recommended  to  Councils  of  Royal 
and  Select  i asters  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Grand 
Chapters.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Most  Excel- 
lent (ieneral  Grand  Chapter  and  the  extent  of  its  Masonic  knowledge, 
your  Committee  cannot  conceive  how  the  proposed  measure  could  con- 
sistently be  carried  out.  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  claim  to 
hold,  as  relates  to  this  country,  as  far  as  your  Committee  have  any  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  original  jurisdiction  of  their  own,  without  con- 
nection with  or  dependence  on,  any  other  Order.  They  are  as  separate 
and  distinct  in  themselves  as  bodies  of  Knights  Templar,  and  have,  as 
under  the  circumstances  they  had.we  doubt  not,a  perfect  right  to  organize 
themselves  as  distinct  bodies — to  adopt  their  own  Constitution,  mode  of 
government,  etc. ,  as  any  independent  body  has  the  right  to  do.  We, 
therefore,  can  see  no  way  in  which  they  could  be  legally  and  Masonic- 
ally  coerced  into  the  jurisdiction  of  Royal  \rch  Grand  Chapters.  Nor 
is  it  more  easy  to  understand  how  Grand  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  would  exercise  jurisdiction  over  such  Councils,  even  were  the 
right  conceded,  without  an  entire  new  organizition  of  such  Chapters. 

"  The  degree  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  its  forms,  ofticers, 
ceremonies,  etc.,  are  all  unknown  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  to  all 
the  degrees  in  the  Chapter.  To  add  the  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master,  therefore,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Grand  Chapter, 
would  be  to  add  to  them  a  foreign  body,  and  not  only  to  give  them  the 
right,  but  make  it  their  duty,  to  prescribe  laws  and  rules,  modes  and 
forms,  and  lectures,  for  an  institution  of  which  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
as  such,  know  nothing,  and  of  which  they  are  under  no  obligation  to 
learn  anything.  We  hold  all  this  to  be  inconsistent,  if  not  absurd, 
and  therefore  hold  that  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masons  be  left 
to  themselves,  to  manage  their  own  aflairs  after  their  own  views  of 
^Masonic  propriety.  Some  other  Chapters  have  taken  a  somewhat 
similar  view  of  this  subject." 

NOTE   F. 

From  Moore's  Freemason's  Monthly  Macfadne,  November,  1848. 

Royal    and    Sblect    Master's    Degrees.      By   R.    W.   Albert  G. 

Mackey,  M.D. 

"  Bro.  Moore. — The  proper  jurisdiction  under  which  the  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master  should  be  placed,  is  a  question  that  is  now 
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beginning  to  excite  considerable  discussion  and  much  embarrassment 
among  the  fraternity.  It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every  brother  who 
wishes  this  '  qncstio  vexata  '  amicably  and  judiciously  settled,  to  com- 
municate to  his  brethren  whatever  he  may  suppose  will  conduce  to 
this  '  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished.  Allow  me  to  throw 
in  my  mite. 

"The  history  of  these  degrees  will  show  that  the  Chapters  and 
Councils  are  now  contending  for  that  to  which  neither  ever  had  any 
legitimate  right.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  the  former  are  as  much  j  us- 
titled  in  taking  the  jurisdiction  of  these  degrees  from  the  latter,  as  these 
were  in  taking  it  some  years  ago  from  the  administrative  body  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Kite,  to  which  it  originally  belonged.  The  con- 
troversj'  terminates  in  a  contest  for  the  distribution  of  the  spoils  of 
war. 

"  These  degrees  of  right  belong  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  33rd 
degree,  Ancient  Scotch  Rite,  and  the  claim  to  them  has  never  been 
abandoned  by  that  body.  At  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  in  Charleston,  S.C.,  on  the  20th  February, 
1788,  by  Brothers  Joseph  Myers,  Barend  M.  Spitzer,  and  A.  Forst, 
Deputy  Inspector-General  of  Frederic  III.  of  Prussia,  Myers  deposited 
in  the  archives  of  the  Council,  certified  copies  of  the  said  degrees  from 
Berlin,  in  Prussia,  placing  them  at  the  same  time  under  the  care  and 
jurisdiction  of  this  body.  Copies  of  these  degrees  are  still  retained  in 
the  archives  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  at  Charleston. 

"  Myers  subsequently  resided  in  several  of  the  cities  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  where  he  communicated  a  knowledge  of  these  degrees  to 
many  persons  by  virtue  of  his  authority  as  an  Inspector-General.  The 
degrees  becoming  spread  abroad,  some  Grand  Lecturers  undertook, 
without  any  delegated  authority  from  Myers  or  his  successors,  to  dispose 
of  what  they  called  charters  for  the  constitution  of  Councils  of  these 
degrees. 

"  In  1828  a  communication  was  made  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Maryland  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  re- 
questing them  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  re-assuming 
jurisdiction  over  these  degrees.  The  matter  was  in  South  Carolina 
referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  adversely,  and  a  resolution  was 
adopted  unanimously  declaring  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, '  it  was  improper  and  inexpedient  to  assume  a  jurisdiction  of  these 
degrees,  and  thus  interfere  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  brethren 
and  Companions  in  another  and  higher  order  of  Fremasonry,"  that  is, 
the  report  states,  the  Ancient  Scotch  Rite. 

"  The  Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern  States  has  never  abandoned 
its  claim  to  these  degrees.  It  has  organized  Coancils  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  in  other  States,  as,  for  instance,  in  Mississippi  and 
South  Carolina,  either  directly  or  through  the  intervention  of  its  sub- 
ordinate Councils  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  and  although  no  application 
has  lately  been  made  to  this  body  for  a  Charter  for  a  Royal  and  Select 
Council,  I  see  not  how,  without  impairing  its  rights,  it  could  refuse  to 
grant  a  charter,  when  applied  for  by  *  true  and  trusty  '  persons.  In 
fact,  the  degrees  continue  to  be  given  by  our  Inspectors,  and  as  there 
are  now  no  Royal  and  Select  Councils  in  South  Carolina,  the  old  ones 
being  extinct,  the  degreen  can  only  be  obtained  from  such  authority. 
Brother  Barker,  who  perhaps  constituted  as  many  Councils  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  as  any  other  man  in  the  United  States,  did  so  only 
as  a  Deputy  Inspector-General,  and  the  agent  of  the  Supreme  Council, 
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and,  therefore,  although  I  have  not  the  time  to  hunt  up  statistics,  I 
hare  no  hesitation  in  belivving  that  half  the  Councils  and  Grand 
Councils  in  the  country  owe  their  existence,  and  with  it  their  original 
alloiiiiance,  to  the  Ancient  Scotch  Rite. 

"The  matter,  however,  has  now  become  inextricably  confused,  and 
I  know  of  but  one  method  of  gotting  out  of  the  difliculty.  Although 
the  Supreme  Councils  of  the  33rd  are  not  willing  to  have  their  autho- 
rity and  rights  wrested  from  them  ri  et  armis,  I  have  no  doubt — but  I 
do  not  speak  ofKcially — that  for  the  good  of  Masanry  they  would  wil- 
lingly enter  into  any  compromise.  Let  a  Convention  of  I^yal  and 
Select  Masters  be  held  at  some  central  point.  To  this  Cimvention  let 
the  most  intelligent  Companions,  legitimately  possessing  the  degrees, 
whether  from  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  as  in  most  of  the 
States  ;  from  Rryal  Arch  Chapters,  as  in  Virginia ;  or  from  Councils 
of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  or  from  Grand  Inspectors-General,  as  in  South 
Cirolina  and  Mississippi — let  the  wisdom  there  congregated  be  directed 
to  the  amicable  settlement  of  this  dispute.  The  important  point  is  not 
to  have  these  degrees  placed  in  any  particular  order,  but  to  make  the 
mode  and  manner  of  conferring  them,  whether  it  be  before  or  after 
the  Royal  Arch,  uniform  throughout  the  country.  The  decision  made 
for  two  successive  triennial  meetings  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
viz.,  in  1844  and  1847,  as  tending  to  destroy  this  uniformity,  and  pro- 
duce '  confusion  worse  confounded,'  cannot  but  be  regretted  by  all 
good  Masons. 

"Charleston,  S.C,  Sept.  16th,  1848." 

KOTE  G. 

Letters  and  Extracts  from  Letters  addressed  to  the  High  Priest  of  Maij- 
nolia  Chapter,  in  reply  to  his  Circular. 

(Extracts  from  Letter  from  Francois  Turner.) 

'•  New  Haven,  May  27,  1848. 

"  To  the  firat  que&tion,  *  in  whit  year  was  the  Grand  C  junoil  in  your 
State  formed  i '  1  will  answer  by  quotinc;  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs of  a  report  of  proceedings  in  1819  : 

*' '  An  assembly  of  Illustrious  Companions,  members  of  Councils  of 
Select  Masters,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  held  at  New  Haven, 
A.D.  1818,  in  the  month  of  October,  when  it  was  resolved  by  said 
assembly  to  recommend  to  the  several  Councils  in  this  State  to  appoint 
delegates  to  convene  at  Hartford,  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1810,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Grand  Council 
of  Select  Masters,  within  and  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  with 
powers  to  form  and  establish  a  constitution  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  same,  and  of  the  several  Councils  under  its  juris- 
diction. 

" '  In  pursuance  of  this  resolve,  the  following  Ilhisfrious  Companions, 
duly  and  legally  appointed  delegates  from  the  several  Councils  of  which 
they  are  members,  assembled  at  the  Masonic  Hill,  in  Hartford,  on  the 
evening  of  the  18th  day  of  May,  A.D.  1819,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. ' 
(Here  follow  the  names  of  twenty- two  delegates.) 

*'  In  this  same  document,  I  find  that  there  were  eight  out  of  the 
nine  CjuucHs  of  this  State  represented  by  delegates  at  this  Conven- 
tion. Those  delegates  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  fovm  a  Con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  Grand  Council  about  to  b3  estab- 
lished ;  and  at  another  meeting  of  the  same  session,  said  committee 
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reported  the  Constitution  which  lerven  m  the  basia  on  which  the  pre* 
Bent  Conititution  and  By-Laws  of  our  Grand  Council  have  been 
eatabliahed.  After  the  adoption  of  that  Constitution,  they  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  officjrs  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the 
meetingp  have  continued  to  be  held  annually  ever  since,  even  through 
the  anti-Masonic  excitement  that  took  place  some  twenty  years  ago. 

*'  The  first  Council  of  Select  Masters  was  established  at  Hartford,  in 
this  Stftte,  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1818.  The  record  of  that 
establishment  as  tnmsmitted  to  me  by  the  Recorder  of  that  Ccancil. 
reads  as  follows  :  '  Select  Master  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  being  duly  invested 
by  the  high  powers  of  the  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Puissant,  in  the 
Grand  Council  of  Sel»ot  Mtsters,  held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
State  of  Maryhmd,  did,  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1818,  and  O.  T.  D 
2818,  confer  the  degree  of  Select  Master  on  the  following  Companions 
(names  omitted;,  and  established  them  into  a  regular  Council  of  Select 
Masters,  and  empowered  them  to  work  and  admit  members,  agreeable 
to  the  Charter  they  now  hold  under  his  hand  and  seal.' 

*^  But  the  original  Charter  itself  is  not  found,  and  was  no  doubt  sur- 
rendered at  the  same  time  as  the  others  were,  when  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil was  established  in  the  State  in  the  following  yoar.  By  the  manner 
in  which  the  record  of  the  Charter  above  mentioned  La  entered  in  the 
booka  of  Woloott  Council,  No.  1,  of  Hartford,  it  appeara  that  Jeremy 
L.  Croaa  conaidered  himaelf  aa  acting  under  authority  of  the  Grand 
Puiaaant  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Maryland,  and  not  under  that  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  for  the  Grand  High  Prieat  haa  never,  aa  far  aa  my 
Masonic  knowledge  extenda,  been  called  by  that  name.  I  conclude, 
therefore,  that  Companion  Jeremy  L.  Croaa  himself  conaidered  the 
Council  aa  a  aeparate  body,  independent  of  the  Chapter,  aa  he  in  hia 
Maaonic  Chart  followed  out  that  idea.  Theae  two  degreea  are  there 
placed  by  themaelvea,  after  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  under  a  dia- 
tinct  head. 

"  There  ia  no  appearance  of  the  Council  degrees  having  ever  been 
conferred  in  the  Chapters  of  our  State.  They  have  always  been  con- 
sidered among  us  as  entirely  distinct  and  separate  from  the  Chapter 
degrees,  and  forming  a  distinct  body." 

(Extract  from  letter  from  William  T.  Gould,  Grand  High  Priest 

of  Georgia.) 

Augusta,  Ga.,  June  6, 1848. 

"  The  first  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  organized  in  Georgia, 
was  Adoniram  Council,  No.  1,  of  this  city,  for  which  a  dispensation  was 
granted  by  the  Grand  Council  of  the  33rd  in  Charleston,  in  October, 
1822.  That  dispensation  has  been  lost  or  mislaid.  In  1826,  our  Grand 
Council  was  firat  organized.  I  waa  on  the  Committee  of  Correapond- 
ence  who  called  the  Convention  for  that  purpoae. 

"In  1829,  Maaonry  became  almoat  dormant  in  Georgia.  Our  Coun- 
cila  and  Chaptera  generally  ceased  work  until  1836  or  1837.  In  1840, 
Adoniram  Council  was  revived  by  a  new  dispensation  from  the  33rd  of 
Charleston,  and  the  necessary  number  of  Councils  being  also  resusci- 
tated, the  Grand  Council  wa<i  re-organized. 

' '  The  only  source  of  authority  to  confer  these  degrees  which  we  re- 
cognize, is  the  Council  of  the  33rd  in  the  first  instance,  and  Grand 
Councils  subsequently  oKanized. 

' '  I  hold  the  rule  to  be  f  unda^nental,  that  we  are  to  use  and  transmit 
to  others  Masonic  knowledge  '  in  no  other  manner  than  that  in  which 
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we  have  reoeiyed  it.'  I  cannot,  therefore,  conwnt  to  the  jariadiction 
of  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  paMing  to  Royal  Arch  Chapten. 
They  onght  to  have  had  it  from  the  beginning.  Bnt,  not  having  it 
how  can  they  get  it  by  their  own  act  ?  It  M  the  Grand  Councils,  and 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  33rd,  will  concur  in  yielding  these  degrees 
to  the  control  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  I  am  content.  Bat  till  that  is 
done,  I  insist  on  an  adherence  to  old  landmarks  as  the  only  proper  or 
safe  course." 

(Extract  from  letter  from  Ebenezer  Wadsworth,  P.  G.  V.  R.  A.  C. 

of  New  York.) 

••  West  Trov,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1848. 

"  In  1819,  at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Chapter  of  New  York,  I 
attended  as  proxy  of  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  DeWitt  Clinton, 
when  I  raised  the  question  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  taking  some 
of  tiiose  degrees,  and  particularly  those  of  Royal  Master  and  Sublime 
Firm  Master,  under  its  jurisdiction,  to  prevent  their  being  handed 
round  without  selection  of  character,  or  providing  funds  for  the  benfit 
of  the  indigent. 

"  Most  Excellent  Sirs  T.  S.  Webb  and  Ezra  Ames,  who  were  the 
oracles  of  the  Order,  as  Companions  Eckel  and  Edes  from  Baltimore, 
and  a  full  representation  from  the  Northern  States,  united  in  saying 
that  it  was  inexpedient  for  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  in 
any  way,  %ny  degrees  except  those  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow 
Craft,  Master  Mason,  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent 
Master,  and  Royal  Arch.  That  to  do  so  would  be  an  inroad  upon  the 
original  compact,  and  would  open  a  door  to  the  admission  of  evils 
that  might  occasion  great  difficulty  tliereafter  ;  that  the  Grand  and 
General  Grand  Chapters  were  organized  for  the  four  last  mentioned 
degrees,  the  three  first  being  recognized  as  necessary  to  be  possessed 
by  candidates  for  advancement  to  the  four  last. 

"These  opinions  being  expressed  by  Companion  Webb,  who  was 
presiding  when  I  raised  the  question,  and  being  acceded  to  by  the  body, 
I  withdrew  the  proposition,  and  no  record  was  made  of  the  matter, 
to  my  recollection. 

"  Thus  it  was  at  that  time  the  settled  opinion  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  that  no  cognizance  whatever  ought  to  be  taken  of  any  degree 
except  those  mentioned." 

(Letter  from  Nathan  B.  Haswell,  of  Vermont.) 

"BuBiiNoTON,  Vt.,  July  2,  A.L.  5848, 
'•  Companion  H.  R.  Taylor, 

"Dear  Sir,— Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  uf  Alay  21st,  I  hare 
been  engaged  in  seeking  the  information  you- desire  relating  to  the 
organization  of  the  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  Vermont. 
I  have  addressed  several  Masons,  and  in  a  reply  from  Hon.  John  H. 
Cotton,  an  old  and  valued  Mason  in  this  State,  he  says : 

'"In  reply  to  your  enquiries,  '  when  was  the  degree  first  establish- 
ed ?'  I  think  it  was  in  1816  or  1817  ;  and  in  reply  to  your  other  en- 
quiries, I  recollect  receiving  a  deputation  or  certificate  from  our  friend 
and  Companion  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  now  residing  in  New  York.  He 
empowered  me  to  organize  and  put  in  operation  within  the  State,  to 
be  under  the  regulation  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  when  created. 
I  do  not  recollect  how  many  Councils  were  made.  My  memory  is 
much  broken  ;  but  the  Councils  which  were  organized  by  me  were 
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put  in  opention  when  I  wm  acting  m  Onnd  Visitor  under  the  Grand 
Chapter.  I  now  think  I  went  to  Burlington,  and  so  down  the  west 
side  of  the  mountains,  and  afterwards  a  tour  through  on  the  east  side; 
but  whether  a  Council  was  put  in  operation  at  every  Chapter  I  visited 
I  cannot  say,  for  if  I  kept  a  journal  of  my  proceedings  it  is  lost,  or 
forwarded  to  Companion  Cross.  Cross  gave  me  the  appointment  from 
and  under  powers  conferred  on  him — at  least  I  thins  so— by  Mr.  P. 
Eckel,  who  then  resided  in  Baltimore.  I  have  now  the  impression 
that  more  than  one-half  the  number  of  Councils  were  made  that  there 
were  Chapters  in  the  State,  and  I  think  I  visited  ten  or  eleven 
Chapters.' 

**  My  impression  is  that  Councils  of  Select  Masters  were  established 
by  Companion  Cotton  previous  to  1820,  in  the  following  places,  where 
Chapters  were  located,  via. : 

"  At  St.  Albans,  in  Franklin  County;  at  Burlington,  in  Chittenden 
County;  at  Vergennes,  in  Addison  County;  at  Rutland,  in  Rutland 
County.  These  Chapters  are  located  on  we  west  side  of  the  Green 
Mountsins.  At  Brattleborough,  in  Windham  County;  at  Windsor,  in 
Windsor  County ;  at  Randolph,  in  Orange  County,  located  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Green  Mountains. 

"  The  Charter  and  Records  of  Burlington  Council,  to  which  I  be- 
long, were  destroyed  when  our  Masonic  Hall  was  burnt  in  1830.  The 
Council  haa  not  since  convened. 

"  The  subject  of  conferring  the  despree  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
came  before  the  General  Chapter  of  the  United  States  at  New  Haven, 
in  1844,  and  you  will  find  the  report  then  made  on  page  38  of  their 
Proceedings.  Should  you  not  have  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings,  I  pre- 
sume you  can  obtain  one  by  writing  to  Charles  Gilman,  Esq.,  of  Bal- 
timore, the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States. 
You  will  there  find  the  following  resolution  : 

" '  Reaolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  the  con- 
ferring of  the  degrees  uf  Royal  and  Select  Master  should  be  subse- 
quent to  that  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.' 

"  I  am  indebted  to  Companion  P.  C.  Tucker,  the  present  Grand 
Master  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  perusal  of  the  records  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Select  Masters  in  vergennes,  which  he  has  kindly  sent  me,  and 
from  it  I  copy  the  chb>  ier  granted  to  them  previous  to  1820,  which  is 
herewith  forwarded. 

'*  There  is  no  Council  of  Select  Masters  now  working  in  Vermont. 

*'  Should  the  above  information  prove  to  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I 
shall  feel  happy  in  being  able  to  furnish  it, 

**  And  remain,  with  due  respect, 

'*  Yours  fratemaJly, 

•*  Nathan  B.  Haswkll." 

{Copy  of  the  Charter  granted  to  Vergennes  Council  of  Select  Ma»ter$.) 

<*  Vbemont,  January  13, 1819. 

**  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  may  come^  greeting ; 

"  Know  ye,  that  by  the  high  powers  in  me  vested  by  the  Thrice  Il- 
lustrious snd  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of  Select  Masons, 
held  at  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  North  America, 
I  do  hereby  oonstitute  and  empower  the  within- named  Companions 
vis. :  Martin  Stone,  Amos  W.  Bamum,  Oliver  Bangs,  E.  D.  Wood 
bridge,  Asa  Strong,  Abi  jah  Bamum,  Russell  A.  Bamum,  Amasa  Belk- 
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nap,  and  Horaoe  Wheeler,  and  othen,  to  form  themaeWes  into  a  regular 
Council  of  Select  Maaona  ;  and  I  do  hereby  appoint  my  Worthy  Com- 
panion, Martin  Stone,  to  be  the  firat  Thrioe  Ulnatrioua  Grand  Maater, 
Amoa  W.  Bammu  to  be  fint  lUuatrioua  Deputy  Grand  Maater,  and 
Oliver  Banga  to  be  Principal  Conductor  ;  and  I  do  grant  them  full 
power  with  their  conatitutional  number  to  aaaemble,  open,  and  confer 
the  degree  of  Select  Maater,  and  do  all  other  buaineia  appertaining  to 
thia  degree,  for  which  thia  ahall  be  their  aufficient  warrant  until  re- 
voked by  the  Grand  Puiaiant ;  and  I  do  further  direct  said  Council  to 
hold  ita  meetinga  at  Vergennea,  Addiaon  County,  and  State  of  Ver- 
mont. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  Vergennes,  thia  14th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1818,  and  of  the  year  of  diacovery,  2818. 

"  JoHH  H.  Cotton, 
"  Deputy  Thrice  Illuatrioua  in  Grand  Council." 

{Letter  from  Chatlea  Oilman^  Eaq.^  Secretary  General  Grand  CouncUf 

Uuited  Statea.) 

**  Baltimork,  December  27, 1848. 

"  Your  circular,  accompanied  by  your  letter  of  the  10th,  came  duly 
to  hand,  and  I  improve  the  earlieat  convenient  moment  to  reply  to  your 
question*,  ao  far  aa  within  my  preaent  ability. 

"1.  There  haa  never  been  a  Grand  Council  of  Select  Maitera  in 
Maryland. 

'*  2.  Some  time  about  1810— certainly  before  1812— Mr.  Eckel  and 
a  Mr.  Wilmer,*  both  of  Baltimore,  claimed  a  right  to  confer  the  degree 
of  Select  Maater,  and  to  institute  Councila  of  suoh  :  but  from  what 
source  they  derived,  or  claimed  to  have  derived,  the  authority,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  learn. 

"  At  firat  they  held  meetinga  in  a  room  in  Mr.  Eckel's  house.  Sub- 
aequently  they  neld  their  Council  in  a  lodge  room,  and  conferred  the 
degree  on  Royal  Arch  Masons — probably  on  othera  who  had  not  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Royal  Arch,  but  I  cannot  learn  that  it  has  ever 
been  given  in  Maryland  before  the  Moat  Excellent  Master. 

'<  In  November,  1817— not  1827— the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland 
passed  the  following  resolution  : 

"  '  Resolved— Thuki  all  Royal  Arch  Chapters  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  shall  have  power  to  open  and  hold 
Chaptera — query,  Coundb  ? — of  Select  Masons,  and  confer  the  degree 
of  Select  Master  Mason  on  such  aa  they  may  deem  worthy  of  receiving 
the  same.' 

"  In  1824,  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  waa 
revised,  and  by  section  1,  article  4,  the  order  in  which  the  several  de- 
grees have  since  been  conferred,  waa  prescribed  as  follows  :  Mark  Mas- 
ter Mason,  Most  Excellent  Mason,  Select  Mason,  and  Royal  Arch 
Mason. 

"  3.  I  do  not  learn  that  more  than  one  Council,  apart  from  Chapters 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  waa  organized  in  Maryland. 

'*  4.  I  am  not  advised  whether  a  written  authority  ever  existed. 

*'  6.  The  foregoins  is  all  the  information  I  am  able  to  give  you  upon 
this  subject,  aa  touching  the  history  uid  practice  in  Maryland.  From 
whichyou  will  perceive  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
■eign  Oorreaoondenta  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  in  1846,  fell 
into  a  miataJce  aa  to  the  order  among  other  degreea  in  which  the  Select 
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MMter  is  oonfemd  here.     I  am  informed  it  never  hM  been  conferred 
in  Maryland  anterior  to  that  of  the  Moat  Excellent  Mavter. 

*'My  individaal  opinion  ia— and  in  this  I  am  auitaiued  by  the  ex- 
preuion  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter — that  the  Royal  Arch  should 
precede  the  Select  Ifaater.  For  reasons  to  you  obvious,  I  cannot  go 
into  an  argument  to  show  that  my  position  is  the  true  one.  This  mucli, 
howeyer,  I  inay  say,  that  if  conferrad  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  would  neces- 
sarily  develop  the  mysteries  of  the  Royal  Arch,  if  given  anterior 
thereto.    *    *    ♦ 

*'  Although  not  particularly  inquired  of  in  your  circular,  yet  as  it  is 
alluded  to  therein,  I  will  correct  another  error  which  the  Virginia  Com- 
mittee fell  into.  The '  distinguished  lecturer,'  at  you  supposed,  means 
Jeremy  L.  Oross. 

"  The  Committee  say:  '  Most  Excellent  Companion  Eckel,  assisted 
by  others,  conferred  these  degrees  (meaning  the  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters) upon  a  distinguished  lecturer,  who  pledged  himself  to  impart 
them  to  Royal  Aich  Chapters  which  he  might  visit  in  his  official  cha- 
racter. Some  years  after  the  Masons  of  Baltimore  learned  with  aston- 
ishment that  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  had  been  estab- 
lished in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  by  some  self-constituted 
authority.  Under  the  influence  of  a  mortification  occasioned  by  the 
betrayal  of  their  confidence  —stimulated  by  Masonic  zeal,  they  traced 
this  illegal  action  to  the  lecturer  before  named,  who  was  arraigned  for 
trial— first  before  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  failing  to  appear,  the  case  was  committed  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland,  who  twice  summoned  the  offender  before  them,  and  he  fail- 
ing to  appear,  was  suspended  or  expelled  from  all  the  benefits  of  Ma 
sonry  for  contumacy.' 

'*  Now  so  far  as  the  records  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  and  .of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  may  be  relied  on  as  evidence  of  the 
transactions  in  those  bodies  the  foregoing  is  a  mere  creature  of  the 
imagination  as  respects  the  arraignment,  referenct  citations,  suspen- 
sion and  expulsion.  Those  recoil,  of  both  bodiei^  are  in  my  posses- 
sion, and  I  can  assure  you  nothing  of  the  kind  appears  amon^  them. 
*  Arraigned  for  trial ! ! !  but  failing  to  appear  1 '  I  dare  say  you  will 
find  the  same  difficulty  I  do  in  reconciling  those  two  parts  of  that  sen- 
tence. Jeremy  L.  Cross  was  never  a  citizen,  nor  even  a  resident,  of 
Maryland,  but  lived  in  Connecticut.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been 
absurd  to  summon  him  to  appear  before  a  tribunal  in  Maryland.  Such 
a  citation  would  h«ive  been  a  violation  of  all  Masonic  law  and  usage, 
and  void. 

"  I  have  yet  to  learn  whether  Mr.  Eckel  or  Mr.  Wilmer  had  power 
from  any  legitimate  source  to  institute  Councils  of  the  degree  in  ques- 
tion, or  any  other. 

"Some  years  aso,  in  conversation  with  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
upon  the  matter  of  Mr.  Cross  as  connected  with  this  degree,  he  in- 
formed me  that  when  Mr.  Cross  learned  that  his  course  had  met  the 
disapprobation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  he  appeared  in  that 
body,  expressed  his  regret  for  his  conduct,  and  promised  to  offend  no 
more ;  and  thereupon  the  matter  dropped. 

*'  I  made  no  doubt  this  is  the  true  version  of  the  matter ;  otherwise 
how  is  it  that  he  is  still  a  recognized  member  of  the  fraternity  ?  It  will 
hardly  be  asserted  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  has  restored 
him  to  the  benefits  of  Masonry." 


CHAPTER  X. 

Bribv  Hidtoby  of  the  Sbvbkal  Grand  Councus  of  the  United 

States. 

'T  is  believed  that  it  will  add  to  the  interest  and 
completeness  of  this  work  to  give  a  brief  history 
of  tha  governing  organ'zations  in  the  United 
States. 
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GENERAL  GRAND  COUNCIL. 

Measures,  having  a  tendency  to  result  in  the  organization 
of  a  National  Body,  were  taken  at  quite  an  early  day,  but 
without  effect.  As  time  advanced,  and  the  differences  in  the 
polity  of  the  Rite  in  the  different  jurisdictions  became  more 
apparent,  a  corresponding  desire  to  secure  a  gi'eater  degree 
of  uniformity  was  aroused.  This,  in  1871,  culminated  in 
action  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts  formally  re- 
questing Companion  Josiah  H.  Brumniond,  of  Maine,  to  call 
a  cdnvention  of  delegates  of  the  various  Grand  Councils, 
with  the  view  of  making  a  strenuous  effort  to  secure  a 
greater  degree  of  uniformity.  The  proposition  being  favour- 
ably received.  Companion  Drummond  issued  a  call  for  such 
a  convention  to  be  held  in  Nev/  York  city  on  twelfth  of 
June,  1872. 

Fourteen  Grand  Councils  responded  to  the  call,  and  their 
delegates  met  at  the  appointed  time  and  place.  The  Coun- 
cil in  Washington,  B.C.,  was  also  represented  by  duly  accre- 
dited delegates ;  and  Companions  from  three  other  jurisdic- 
tions were  present,  but  not  accredited  as  delegates.  Ten 
other  elected  delegates  did  not  attend. 

It  was  determined  that  the  subjects  requiring  the  consid- 
eration of  the  convention  were  : 

I.  The  Nomenclature  of  the  Rite. 

II.  The  number  and  order  of  the  Degrees. 

III.  The  work. 

At  that  time  there  were  two  leading  systems  of  work. 
Massachusetts  was  the  exponent  of  one,  and  New  York  of 
the  other.    In  Massachusetts  the  Select  Degree  was  confer-, 
red  before  the  Royal,  while  in  New  York  the  Royal  was 
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conferred  before  the  Select.  In  the  Nomenclature  there  was 
great  confusion,  scarcely  any  two  Grand  Councils  having 
precisely  the  same  system. 

These  matters  having  been  referred  to  appropriate  com- 
mittees, the  following  resolution  was  presented,  discussed  at 
length,  and  finally  referred  to  a  committee : 

"  Retolvedt  That  it  ii  the  mdm  of  thu  Convention,  that  the  Oryptio 
Degreee  shoald  be  under  the  ezoluuve  juriadiotion  of  Grand  OonnoUs, 
and  that  no  onethonld  be  reoogDized  ai  a  reguUur  Companion  of  the 
Rite  who  has  not  reoeived  the  degrees  nnder  luoh  jnriediotion." 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  then  made,  the  Massa- 
chusetts work  was  exemplified  in  the  evening,  and  the  New 
York  work  the  next  forenoon,  in  order  that  the  delegates 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  two  systems, 
and  ascertaining  now  they  corresponded  with  the  system  in 
their  own  jurisdiction. 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  above 
given  reported  the  following : 

"  WKerecu,  in  some  jurisdiotiona,  the  question  hat  been  mooted  of 
•urrendering  the  Cryptic  Degree  to  the  Cnapten,  and 

"  Whereat,  there  are  many  Companions  who  have  received  the  De- 
grees in  Chapters,  or  from  Sovereign  Inspectors  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite, 
therefore 

"  J?«aoI«eeI— That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Convention  that  the  Oryi>tic 
Desree  should  be  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Grand  Councils, 
and  that  no  one  should  be  recognized  as  a  regular  Companion  of  the 
Rite,  who  has  not  received  the  Degree  in  a  lawfully  constituted  Council, 
or  by  authority  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite,  previous 
to  thia  date,  or  been  lawfully  healed." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolution  unanimously 
adopted. 

Tne  Committee  on  Nomenclature  reported  a  uniform  sys- 
tem. Their  report  was  adopted,  and  the  system  has  since 
been  adopted  by  nearly  every  Grand  Council 

The  Convention  was  not  ready  to  act  upon  the  subject  of 
the  work,  and  as  the  number  and  order  of  the  degrees  were 
involved,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
nine  (to  which  three  others  were  added  as  an  Advisory 
Board),  and  the  Convention  adjourned  for  a  year. 

It  met  at  the  same  place  in  June,  1873,  the  committee 
having  previously  met  and  prepared  its  report.  Nineteen 
Grand  Councils  were  representee!. 

Two  reports  were  presented  in  relation  to  the  number  and 
order  of  tne  degrees,  but  finally  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 
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"  That  the  order  of  the  luooeMion  of  the  degrees  be,  first,  Royal 
I^Iaster'i ;  second,  Soleot  Master's ;  and  that  it  be  left  optional  with 
each  Grand  Connoil  to  confer  the  Super>Ezoellent  Master's  Degree  aa 
an  honorary  degree." 

Tho  corresponding  system  of  work,  revised  and  corrected, 
was  finally  adopted. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  endeavour  to  have  the 
Grand  Encampment  make  the  Cryptic  Degrees  pre-requisites 
to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

It  was  resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  General 
Grand  Council  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Convention 
adjourned  to  meet  in  New  Orleans,  on  the  Monday  before  the 
first  Tuesday  of  December,  1874,  ./or  <Ae  purpose  offo-nning 
u  General  Grand  Council  of  the  United  Statee. 

The  work  recommended  by  the  Convention  was  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Councils  with  substantial  unanimity.  Massa- 
chusetts at  first  declined  to  do  so,  but  after  consideration, 
with  a  praiseworthy  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  uniformity, 
adopted  it. 

The  Convention  met  in  New  Orleans  according  to  adjoum- 
meni  Eighteen  Grand  Councils  were  represented.  After 
various  minor  matters  were  disposed  of,  the  question  of  the 
formation  of  a  General  Grand  Council  was  taken  up  and  fully 
discussed,  a  large  majority  favouring  the  project ;  thereupon 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  rrovisional  Consti- 
tution for  a  General  Grand  Council,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Councils  for  their  action.  It  was  further  voted,  that 
if  such  Constitution  should  be  ratified  by  two-thirds  of  the 
Grand  Councils,  the  President  of  the  Convention  should  call 
it  together  to  organize  the  General  Grand  Council ;  but  if 
not  sooner  called  together,  it  would  meet  at  Buf!alo,  on  the 
Monday  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  August,  1877. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  prepared  a  Constitution  ; 
but,  one  member  dissenting,  the  instrument  was  not  for- 
warded to  the  President  of  the  Convention. 

It  accordingly  met  at  Bufialo,  New  York,  August  20th, 
1877.  Twenty-two  Grand  Councils  (includirg  Ontario)  were 
represented.  A  resolution,  presented  by  a  delegate  from 
Mississippi,  favouring  the  turning  of  the  degrees  over  to  the 
Chapters,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  twelve  Grand  Councils 
in  the  negative  to  sin  in  the  affirmative.  Among  those  voting 
in  the  affirmative  were  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Mississippi, 
and  Nebraska.  The  Provisional  Constitution  not  being  in  tne 
possession  of  any  member  of  the  Convention,  it  adjourned, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Minnesota,  the 
President  issued  a  call  for  the  re-assembling  of  the  Conven- 
tion at  Detroit,  on  the  twenty-third  dav  of  August,  1880. 

The  delegates  of  nineteen  Grand  Cfouncils  responded  to 
the  call.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  fonning  a  General  Grand  Council,  and  to  present  a 
Provisional  Constitution  if  they  should  deem  it  expedient. 

The  committee  reported  in  favour,  and  their  report  was 
accepted,  and  their  draft  of  a  Constitution  adopted  without 
a  dissenting  vote. 

The  Constitution  provided  that  it  should  become  ettec- 
tive  when  ratified  by  nine  Grand  Councils.  Provisional 
(General  Grand  ofiicers  were  elected  and  instructed  to  enter 
upon  their  duties  when  the  Constitution  became  ettectivo. 

The  Grand  Councils  of  New  York,  Minnesota,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Maryland,  Tennessee,  Massachusetts,  Alabama  and 
Louisiana  ratified  it  in  rapid  succession,  and  on  February 
23, 1881,  the  General  Grand  Recorder,  George  W.  Cooley, 
of  Minnesota,  issued  a  circular  making  the  otHcial  declara- 
tion of  the  fact  that  the  Constitution  had  become  efiectivc. 
On  March  1,  1881,  the  General  Grand  Master,  Josiah  H. 
Drumiriond,  of  Maine,  iss^ued  a  circular  requesting  the  ofli- 
cers  elect  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
announcing  that  the  Grand  Council  of  South  Carolina, 
which  had  previously  voted  to  adopt  the  "  Mississippi  Plan," 
had  reorganized  and  become  a  constituent  of  the  General 
Grand  Council. 

While  the  Convention  met  each  time  as  the  original  Con- 
vention, it  was  made  up  at  its  several  sessions,  of  delegates 
chosen  for  that  particular  session ;  practically  it  was  a  new 
Convention  at  each  session. 

The  General  Grand  Council  held  its  first  session  in  Den- 
ver, Colorado,  August  14,  1883,  sixteen  Grand  Councils 
being  represented.  Eighteen  Grand  Councils  (the  ten  above 
named,  and  California,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Maine, 
Missouri,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont)  had  given  in  their 
adhesion  to  it;  Connecticut  and  Michigan,  whose  delegates 
voted  to  form  the  Body,  declined  to  ratify  the  Constitution; 
North  Carolina  adopted  the  Chapter  system  ;  Pennsylvania 
and  Rhode  Island  declined  on  the  ground  of  opposition  to 
all  National  Bodies ;  and  New  Jersey  declined  for  other 
reasons.  As  a  conseuuence  of  the  formation  of  the  General 
Grand  Council,  the  Grand  Councils  of  Arkansas,  Illinois, 
and  Kentucky  had  reorganized,  but  had  not  become  con- 
stituents of  the  General  Grand  Council.    Iowa,  Mississippi, 
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and  Nebraska  still  adhered  to  the  Chapter  system  ;  Wiscon- 
sin lias  an  anomalous  system  :  Virginia  and  West  Virginia 
confer  the  degrees  as  a  part  of  the  Chapter  series ;  whilu 
Texas  confers  them  in  a  "  Council  appurtenant  to  a 
Chapter." 

Reference  is  made  to  the  particular  history  of  each  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  but  a  summary  is  given  here  for  convenience. 

The  General  Grand  Council  held  its  second  session  at 
Washington,  on  September  28th,  18S6.  Fifteen  Grand 
Councils,  and  one  Council  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction 
of  the  General  Grand  Council,  were  represented ;  with  a 
8inu:le  exception,  all  the  General  Grand  Oiticers  were  pre- 
.sent ;  and,  in  addition,  a  large  number  of  permanent  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  visiting  companions. 

The  General  Grand  Master  announced  the  issuing  of  a 
charter  to  a  Council  in  Washington,  D.C,  and  of  a  dispen- 
sation for  a  Council  in  the  Indian  Territory ;  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Grand  Council  of  Oregon,  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  General  Grand  Council,  and  the  reorganization  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  Nebraska,  and  that  it  had  taken  the 
preliminary  steps  to  become  a  constituent  of  the  General 
Grand  Council. 

He  announced  the  nomination  of  Comp.  G.  Raymond 
Portal  as  Representative  near  the  Grand  Council  of  Eng- 
land, and  J.  Ross  Robertson  near  the  Grand  Council  of 
Canada. 

Tlie  Committee  on  the  "  State  of  the  Rite  "  presented  an 
exceedingly  valuable  report  of  a  historical  character,  con- 
taining many  details  which  cannot  be  given  in  this  work. 

Since  the  Session  the  Grand  Council  of  Arkansas  has 
become  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council,  and 
the  Grand  Council  of  Arkansas  has  dissolved,  so  that  the 
constituents  of  the  General  Grand  Council,  including  Ne- 
braska, numbers  twenty. 

ALABAMA. 

John  Barker,  a  member  cf  the  Southern  Supreme  Council, 
travelled  over  the  South  conferring  the  degrees  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  Body,  as  well  as  the  Cryptic  Degrees. 
It  is  quite  certain  that  he  conferred  the  latter  in  Alabama, 
and  probably  established  Councils  also. 

On  December  13,  1838,  twenty-seven  R.  &  S.  Masters  as- 
sembled and  ibrmed  the  Grand  Council  of  Alabama.  In 
the  printed  proceedings,  reference  is  made  to  Tuscaloosa 
Council,  No.  4.    This  number  has  no  reference  to  the  Coun- 
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cils  in  Alabama,  but  was  probably  the  fourth  omaniztMl  b}' 
Barker.  In  1839,  no  CounciU  were  reprenontoa;  in  1840, 
no  Assembly  was  held  ;  in  1841,  throe  Councils  wore  repre- 
sented ;  the  Grand  Master  reported  that  ho  hcid  ffinntcd 
dispensations  to  Nos.  3,  4,  5  and  G,  the  latter  of  which  he 
established  and  installed  the  officers.  There  never  have 
been  any  subordinates  numbered  one  or  two. 

In  1843,  the  Grand  Council  concurred  in  the  report  of  its 
committee  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  the  degrees  by  the 
Grand  Council  of  Virginia  to  the  Grand  Chapter  that  "  they 
cannot  agree  that  this  transfer  of  conferring  the  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
aneient  customs  of  the  Fraternity,  and  that  in  their  opinion, 
such  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  admitted  by  the  Chapters 
in  Virginia,  cannot  be  recognized  by  this  Grand  Council." 

In  1845,  noticing  the  proposition  to  give  Chapters  the 
power  to  confer  the  Cry]>tic  Degrees  in  States  where  there 
IS  no  Grand  Council,  it  is  declared  that  such  a  course  is 
"subversive  of  the  ancient  landmarks;"  but  a  resolution 
was  adopted,  authorizing  the  Councils  to  confer  the  degrecH 
without  charge  on  Companions  who  may  have  taken  them 
in  Chapters,  "  provided  they  have  paid  for  the  same." 

In  1846,  a  resolution  was  offered  to  transfer  the  degrees 
to  the  Chapters;  it  was  laid  over,  and  the  subordinate 
Councils  directed  to  consider  it,  preparatory  to  action  at  the 
next  Annual  Assembly.  In  1847  it  was  taken  up,  discussed 
and  rejected. 

In  1849,  it  was  discovered  that  the  parties  to  whom  a 
dispensation  for  a  Council  had  been  granted  had  received 
the  degrees  from  an  "  officer  acting  under  the  Grand  Consis- 
tory of  Charleston."  Thereupon  the  dispensation  was  can- 
celled, and  the  parties  required  to  receive  the  degrees  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Council,  "  before  they  can 
be  recognized  as  regular  Royal  and  Select  Mastera ; "  and 
the  Grand  Recorder  was  directed  to  notify  the  Grand  Con- 
sistory of  the  views  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  "request  the 
refunding  to  the  Grand  Council,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Com- 
panions who  paid  them,  the  fees  received  by  said  Consis- 
tory." In  1850,  the  Grand  Recorder  reported  that  he  had 
received  no  reply.  He  was  directed  to  renew  the  correspon- 
dence, but  no  reply  was  received.  This  course  was  followed 
year  after  year  till  1855,  when  the  Grand  Council  declared 
that  it  had  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  degrees  in  that 
State,  and  that  an^  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Con- 
sistory, or  any  of  its  officers,  to  establish  Councils  or  confer 
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the  degrees  in  that  State  would  "  be  regarded  as  an  act  of 
usurpation  and  unwarranted  by  Masonic  usage." 

On  the  other  hand,  in  1848,  this  Grand  Council  chartered 
a  Council  in  Mississippi.  Thereupon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  in  Mississippi  protested 
against  the  establishment  of  Councils  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  that  Council ;  but  the  new  Council  failed  to  make 
returns  and  pay  dues,  and  its  charter  was  revoked,  so  that  the 
threatened  conflict  of  authority  was  averted. 

This  Grand  Council  has  met  annually  since  1841,  except 
in  18G1, 1862  and  1863.  Its  proceedings  have  been  publish- 
ed, except  that  those  for  1843  to  1857,  except  1845,  1849  and 
183U,  are  published  with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Its  proceedings  for  1838,  1839, 1842  and  1846,  were  re- 
printed by  the  late  R.  H.  Thomas,  and  those  for  1838,  1830, 
1842, 1843  and  1844,  by  Jas.  W.  Staten,  Brooksville,  Ky. 

Its  subordinates  increased  until  the  youngest  was  num- 
bered 61 ;  but  many  of  them  were  in  other  States,  and 
have  become  constituents  of  other  Grand  Councils.  Under 
the  effects  of  the  civil  war,  the  depression  of  business,  and 
the  "  Benefit  Society  "  craze,  its  constituents  and  their  mem- 
bership fell  off  in  number,  until,  in  1886,  its  members, 
seeing  no  immediate  prospect  of  brighter  days,  dissolved  it. 
It  is  proper  to  say  that,  on  account  of  the  causes  above 
mentioned,  or  others  not  apparent,  Masonry,  in  all  its  de- 
partments, is  at  a  low  ebb  in  Alabama,  the  falling  off  is 
not  confinedHo  the  Cryptic  Rite,  but  unless  a  change  soon 
comes,  the  Grand  Chapter  must  apparently  soon  follow  the 
example  of  the  Grand  Council. 

ARKANSAS. 

This  Grand  Council  was  formed  on  the  sixth  day  of  No- 
vember, 1860,  by  four  Councils,  chartered  by  the  Southern 
Supreme  Council,  by  whose  invitation  the  Convention  was 
held.  One  provision  of  its  Constitution  was,  that  all  active 
members  of  that  Supreme  Council,  resident  lu  the  State,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  Convention,  should  be  members  of 
the  Grand  Council  as  long  as  they  were  members  of  Councils 
in  the  State. 

It  did  not  meet  in  1861,  1803,  or  1864.  It  met  in  1862, 
but  the  record  was  lost  before  it  could  be  printed.  The 
proceedings  of  1860  were  printed,  and  reprinted  with  those 
of  1865,  and  the  latter  have  been  reprinted  by  Companion 
Staten;  those  from  1866  to  1872  inclusive,  and  for  1878, 
were  printed  only  with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  were 
paged  separately,  except  those  for  1878. 
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It  undertook  to  surrender  the  degrees  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter and  dissolve  in  1878 ;  but  it  re-organized  in  1881,  and 
has  met  annually  since,  and  published  its  proceedings  with 
those  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

It  did  not  at  first  become  a  constituent  of  the  General 
Grand  Council,  but  at  its  session  in  188G  it  directed  its 
Grand  Recorder  to  take  such  steps  "  as  are  necessary  for 
this  Grand  Council  to  become  a  member  of  the  General 
Grand  Council  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  flourishing  highly  since  its  divorce  from  the  Grand 
Chapter.  It  requires  companions  receiving  the  degi*ees  in 
Councils  appurtenant  to  Chapters  to  be  formally  healed. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Organized  June  26th,  1860,  by  four  Councils,  two  char- 
tered by  the  Grand  Council  of  Alabama,  one  by  the  Grand 
Council  of  Tennessee,  and  one  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Texas.    It  has  met  annually  since,  except  in  1869. 

Its  proceedings  have  been  published,  but  until  within  a 
few  years,  only  once  in  two  or  three  years.  They  are  paged 
consecutively  for  volumes,  the  first  volume  ending  in  1873, 
the  second  not  yet  completed. 

Though  three  subordinates  have  surrendered  their  charters, 
it  now  has  nine  active  Councils  under  its  jurisdiction,  with 
a  membership  of  874,  a  net  increase  of  over  one  hundred 
during  the  last  year.  One  of  its  subordinates  is  in  Mon- 
tana Territory.  It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand 
Council.  , 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Rite  was  introduced  into  Connecticut  by  Jeremy  L. 
Cross,  as  has  been  already  stated.  In  1818  he  established 
ten  Councils,  and  in  1819  another.  They  were  all  called 
"  Select  Councils,"  but  in  1818  some  of  them  commenced 
conferring  the  Royal  degree  as  a  preparatory  degree,  and 
the  practice  increased  until  that  degree  was  held  to  be  a 
necessary  pre-requisite  to  the  Select  Degree,  but  without  re- 
cognition in  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  as  a  distinct 
degree. 

In  October,  1818,  a  convention  of  Masons  of  the  Rite  was 
held,  and  the  propriety  and  advisability  of  organizing  a  Grand 
Council  was  discussed,  and  the  conclusion  was  that  such  a 
body  should  be  formed,  and  the  necessary  steps  were  taken 
to  accomplish  that  end. 
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In  accordance  with  this  action,  duly  accredited  delegates 
from  ten  of  the  eleven  Councils  met  at  Hartford,  May  ISih, 
1819.  Amonsthem  were  many  leading  Masons  of  the  State, 
including  TaJcott  Wolcott,  Walter  Janes,  Ingoldsby  W. 
Crawford,  James  Cushman,  Lyman  Law,  John  R.  Watrous, 
and  Laban  Smith.  For  some  reason,  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  who, 
it  is  understood,  had  been  very  active  in  the  movement,  was 
not  present. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twentieth,  a  constitution  was 
adopted,  and  the  first  Grand  Council  of  Select  Maetera  in 
ike  world  was  organized. 

The  constitution  was  evidently  based  on  the  rules  and 
regulations  prepared  by  Cross  for  Councils  of  Select  Mas- 
ters. The  idea  of  uniting  the  two  degrees  in  one  syptem  is 
not  developed  in  it,  but  it  recognizes  the  practice  then 
prevailing  of  conferring  the  Royal  degree  as  a  part  of  the 
work  of  wie  Select  degree.  It  provides  that  every  Council 
shall  have  power  to  confer  "  the  degree  of  Royal  Master  and 
Select  Master  "  for  such  fee  as  it  may  prescribe,  but  not  less 
than  five  dollars.  Judging  from  the  rest  of  the  document, 
the  conclusion  may  well  be  hazarded,  that  it  was  first  writ- 
ten without  mentioning  the  Royal  degree  at  all,  but  that  in 
this  provision  the  words  "  Royal  Master,  and  "  were  inter- 
lined. 

The  records  up  to  1830,  inclusive,  have  been  lost ;  but  the 
printed  proceedings  of  1819, 1820, 1821,  and  the  constitution 
of  1825,  have  been  preserved.  Cross  was  present  in  1821 
and  elected  a  Grand  Officer. 

In  1825  a  revised  constitution  and  a  code  of  by-laws 
were  adopted,  and  while  the  Councils  are  called  Select 
Councils,  they  are  given  the  power  to  confer  the  "  degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master." 

The  number  of  Councils  increased  to  sixteen  before  the 
anti-Masonic  storm  which  swept  over  the  Northern  States 
in  1826  and  subsequent  years.  This  Grand  Council  preserved 
its  existence  and  met  annually ;  but  many  of  its  subordinates 
succumbed.  Their  delinquencies  were  excused  year  after 
year  until  1839,  when  six  charters  were  revoked,  and  in 
1840  five  others.  For  several  years  no  work  at  all  was 
done ;  but,  in  1837,  one  Council  reported  six  "  greetings " 
during  the  previous  year,  and  in  1838  Jive,  and  in  1839  one 
was  reported  W  the  same  Council — Harmony,  No.  8,  at 
New  n&xen.  In  1841  one  charter  was  restored,  and  three 
"  greetings  "  by  Harmony  Council  were  reported,  and  among 

o 


W' 


98 


CRYPTIC  MASOyRY. 


those  "  cordially  greeted  "  were  Benjamin  Beecher  and  Henry 
Ward. 

In  1843  a  communication  from  "the  Grand  Council  of 
Koyal  Masters  of  New  York"  was  laid  before  the  Grand 
Council,  and  resolutions  providing  for  a  friendly  correspond- 
ence were  adopted. 

In  1846  one  charter  was  restored,  and  from  this  time  for- 
ward the  growth  of  the  Rite  was  continuous,  and  the 
charters  were  restored. 

In  1847  it  was  discovered  that  one  Council  had  never 
taken  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Council;  but  had,  for  almost 
thirty  years,  been  working  under  the  warrant  granted  by 
Cross.  That  warrant  was  recalled,  and  a  charter  ordered  to 
be  issued,  but,  by  some  blunder,  it  was  not  issued  till  1855. 

In  1850  the  question  of  surrendering  the  degrees  to  the 
chapters  was  discussed,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

**Reaolved,  That  this  Grand  Council  cannot  consent  to  surrender 
their  jurisdiction  over  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master,  so  long 
as  these  degrees  are  cultivated  in  this  State,  believing  that,  if  the 
degrees  are  worth  cultivating,  they  should  be  preserved  entirely  separ- 
ate  and  by  themselves." 

In  1851  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  that 
the  same  question  had  been  agitated  in  other  jurisdictions, 
and  upon  their  recommendation  a  committee  was  appointed 
for  the  pun>ose  of  corresponding  with  the  Grand  Councils 
"  on  the  subject  of  forming  a  General  Grand  Council."  In 
1852  the  committee  was  continued,  and  a  report  to  the 
Grand  Council  of  Georgia,  upon  the  same  subject,  was  referred 
to  it.  No  special  report  of  the  committee  was  ever  made  ; 
but  a  report  was  made  that  the  action  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  declaring  that  neither  it  nor  any  governing  body 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  had  rightful  jurisdiction  or  control 
over  these  degrees,  was  "a  final  settlement  of  the  whole 
question." 

In  1854  charters  were  granted  for  three  Councils  in  New 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Grand  Council  in  that 
State. 

This  Grand  Council  has  met  annually  and  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  It  is  not  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand 
Council ;  it  was  represented  in  the  Convention  of  1877,  when 
its  representative  threw  the  vote  of  his  Grand  Council  in 
favour  of  abandoning  the  Council  system  and  turning  the 
degrees  over  to  the  Chapters.  It  was  represented  in  the 
Convention  of  1880  by  another  delegate  who  cast  the  vote 
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of  the  Grand  Council  in  favour  of  the  proposition  to  "  regard 
as  clandestine  all  who  receive  these  degrees  under  any 
authority  other  than  that  granted  by  a  regular  Grand  Coun- 
cil, disconnected  from  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons " : 
and  also  in  favour  of  forming  a  General  Grand  Council,  and 
for  the  adoption  of  the  provisional  constitution.  When  the 
question  of  ratifying  that  constitution  was  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Council,  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  of 
which  the  delegate  to  the  Convention  in  1877  was  the  lead- 
ing member,  and  upon  his  report  the  Grand  Council  disre- 
garded the  action  of  its  delegate  in  1880,  and  declined  to 
ratify  the  constitution.  It  would  seem  that  the  Grand 
Council  favoured  surrendering  the  degrees  to  the  Chapters, 
and  therefore  declined  becoming  a  constituent  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Council,  fearing  that  the  other  course  would 
tend  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  Council  system,  and 
delay,  if  not  permanently  defeat,  the  surrender  of  the 
degrees  to  the  Chapter. 

The  proceedings  of  1819, 1820  and  1821,  the  constitution 
for  1825,  and  the  proceedings  since  1840  have  been  printed  ; 
but  all  from  1840  to  1853  inclusive,  except  those  for  1847, 
1848,  1849  and  1851  were  printed  only  with  those  of  the 
Grand  Chapter ;  those  from  1840  to  1853  inclusive  were 
12mo.,  and  those  since  8vo.;  those  for  1819,  1820  and  1821, 
and  1831  to  1853  have  been  printed  (8vo.)  by  Companion 
James  W.  Staton,  of  Brooksville,  Kentucky. 

The  following  ia  a  copy  of  one  of  the  earliest  warrants 
issued  in  Connecticut  by  Cross,  a  previously  prepared,  and 
it  is  understood,  printed  blank  was  used : 

*'  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  may  come^  greetitig  : 

"  Know  ye,  that  by  the  high  powers  in  me  vested  by  the  Thrice  Il- 
lustrious and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of  Select  Masten, 
held  at  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  North  America, 
I  do  hereby  constitute  and  empower  the  within>named  Companions  to 
form  themselves  into  a  Regular  Council  of  Select  Masters ;  and  I  do 
appoint  my  worthy  Companion,  Talcott  Wolcott,  to  be  the  6rst  Thrice 
Illustrious  Grand  Master,  Jeremy  Hoadley  to  be  the  first  Illustrious 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Joseph  G.  Norton  to  be  the  Principal  Con- 
ductor, and  I  <lo  grant  them  full  power,  with  their  constitutional  num- 
ber, to  assemble,  open  and  confer  the  Degree  of  Select  Master,  and 
do  all  other  business  appertaining  to  the  said  Degree,  for  which  this 
shall  be  their  sufiicient  warrant,  until  revoked  by  the  Grand  Puissant. 
And  I  do  further  direct  said  Council  to  hold  its  meetings  in  the  city  of 
Hartford,  and  State  of  Connecticut. 

"Given  under  my  hand  at  Hartford,  this  seventh  day  of  February, 
A.D.  1818,  of  the  discovery,  2818. 

"  Jebemt  L.  Cboss." 
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DELAWARE. 

Cross  conferred  the  decrees  upon  a  few  Companions  in 
this  State,  but  so  far  as  is  known  the  degrees  have  not  been 
since  cultivated,  either  in  Councils  or  Chapters. 

FLORIDA. 

The  final  result  of  the  discussion,  given  in  the  preceding 
chapters,  was  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  declined  to 
take  jurisdiction  over  these  degrees. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Florida  was  organized  January  13, 
1858,  by  three  Councils  chai*tered  under  the  authority  of  the 
Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  It  did  not  meet  frora  1861  to  1866  inclusive,  in 
3870, 1871, 1873, 1874  and  1875,  and  I  am  unable  to  say 
whether  it  has  met  since  1882. 

It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council.  The 
various  causes  which  have  had  a  depressing  effect  upon  the 
Masonic  Institution  in  Florida  have  naturally  affected  the 
Councils  even  more  severely  than  the  Lodges  or  Chapters. 

Its  proceedings  up  to  1869  were  published  ouly  witn  those 
of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  but  all  its  previous  proceedings  were 
reprinted  with  those  of  1876.  Those  from  1876  to  1882 
have  been  published. 

GEORGIA. 

The  Select  Degree  was  conferred  in  Georgia  before  1800 
by  Abraham  Jacobs.  Whether  those  who  received  it  culti- 
vated it,  is  not  known. 

A  Grand  Council  was  formed  in  Georgia,  May  2, 1826.  lis 
records  have  been  lost,  and  the  proceedings  were  never  pub- 
lished, and  we  have  to  depend  upon  tradition  and  cotempo- 
nxy  publications  for  all  knowledge  of  it.  In  the  "  Escritoir  " 
of  May  26, 1826,  published  at  Albany,  New  York,  is  a  no- 
tice of  the  organization,  with  the  names  of  the  Grand  Offi- 
cers ;  and  in  the  American  Masonic  Record  (also  published 
at  Albany)  of  Tune  2, 1827,  is  a  notice  of  the  annual  Assem- 
bly, held  May  7, 1827,  with  the  names  of  the  Grand  Officers 
then  elected.  Whether  it  ever  a;ct  again  is  n«t  knofm ; 
whether  it  did  or  not,  it  soon  bec{.me  dormant.  I  have  ^>  ion 
unable  to  ascertain  the  number  of  its  subordinates,  or  K^y 
what  authority  they  were  organized ;  but  there  is  no  doubi 
they  were  oi^anized  under  the  authority  of  the  Southern 
Supreme  Council. 

A  convention  was  held  and  a  Grand  Council  formed  June 
22, 1841,  by  delegates  from  Councils  numbered  one,  two  and 
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four,  accordinff  to  the  Record,  but  the  one  ccUUd  number 
four  wa^a  number  three,  and  number  four  was  not  represent- 
ed. The  by-laws  of  number  one,  as  revised  May  27, 1841, 
recited  that  it  was  "  established  under  the  authority  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  of  the  33rd  Degree,  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,"  and  undoubtedly  the  others  were  estab- 
lished under  the  same  authority.  As  some  members  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  1826  took  part  in  the  organization  in 
1841,  it  is  presumable  that  the  four  Councils  were  the  same 
ones  which  were  constituents  of  the  former. 

The  Grand  Council  formed  in  1841  adopted  at  first  the 
constitution  of  1826,  but  in  1842  adopted  a  revised  one.  In 
the  latter  (and  perhaps  in  the  former)  it  claimed  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  the  State,  excluding  even  the  Supreme  Coun- 
cil. The  section  relating  to  jurisdiction  has  such  a  bearing 
on  questions  under  discussion  at  the  present  time,  that  it  is 
worth  copying. 

"  This  Grand  Oounoil,  being  the  highest  souroe  of  legitimate  Masonic 
authority  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  can,  and  of  right  ought  to,  have  the 
government  and  superintendence  of  all  Counoiu  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  within  its  jurisdiction.  It,  therefore,  may  grant  charters  and 
dispensations  for  constituting  Councils ;  it  may  make  laws,  pass  regu- 
lations, and  at  pleasure  repeal,  alter,  or  amend  the  same ;  it  may  cen- 
sure, suspend,  or  expel  Councils  or  members  for  violations  or  disobe- 
dience  of  its  laws,  regulations,  or  rules.  And  it  is  hereby  ordained 
and  declared  that  all  Councils  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Council,  who  havcf  not  acknowledged  the  authority  thereof,  and  aU 
ready  subscribed  to  the  government  of  the  same,  shall  do  so  within 
one  year,  or  be  consider^  by  this  Grand  Council,  and  all  Subordinate 
Councils,  as  acting  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  Masonry,  and 
working  without  constitutional  authority,  and  shall  be  deprived  of  all 
Masonic  intercourse  with  this  Grand  Body  and  all  under  its  jurisdic- 
tion." 

This  Grand  Council  has  met  annually  since  its  reorgani- 
zation in  1841,  except  in  1864  and  IhCo.  It  is  a  constituent 
of  the  General  Grand  Council. 

The  Grand  Councils  of  Georgia,  at  its  annual  convention 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1JS49,  on  motion  of  Comp.  Russell, 
adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

"  Rtsolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  open  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  proper  authorities  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
where  the  Grand  Council  Degrees  are  cultivated,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating,  if  ^.ossible,  an  uniform  jurisdiction  over  the  said  Degrees 
throughout  ihe  United  States,  and  an  uniform  method  of  conferring 
the  same. 

'*  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  uniform  system  of 
authority  and  work,  this  Grand  Council  will  sturrender  all  jurisdiction 
over  the  said  Degrees,  either  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
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United  Stato«,  or  plaoe  them  under  the  exolnnve  oontrol  of  the  State 
Gruid  Ooundle,  in  which  latter  bodies,  this  Grand  Oounoil  belie?ea, 
■hould  be  yeated  the  aole  authority  for  oontroUing  the  same. 

"Companions  Sohley,  RuMell  and  Dwelle  were  appointed  a  com* 
mittee  under  the  fint  resolution. 

"  The  plan  here  proposed  is  entirely  practicable,  and  if  met  by  other 
Grand  and  Subordinate  Oouncils,  in  the  same  spirit  of  compromise 
and  concession,  can  hardly  fail  to  result  in  the  establishment  of  uni- 
formity in  the  government  and  order  of  conferring  the  degrees.  We 
have  heretofore  expressed  a  preference  in  favor  of  leaving  them  in 
charge  of  the  Grand  Councils  already  or  hereafter  to  be  formed,  and 
to  that  preference  we  adhere ;  but  shall  cheerfully  vield  it,  if  any  otiier 
disposition  of  tiiem  shall  be  thought  to  be  wiser  and  better,  or  will  give 
more  seneral  satisfaction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  committee  will 
immediately  enter  upon  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  publish  their 
report,  including  the  whole  correspondence,  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible, that  the  subject  may  be  brought  before  the  General  Grand  Chf.p- 
ter  at  its  session  in  September,  1860,  in  a  form  proper  for  the  action 
of  that  body." 

Its  proceedings  for  1841  and  1842  were  published  in  one 
pampnlet,  but  it  is  understood  that  those  from  1843  to  1848 
inclusive,  were  not  printed  until  1876,  when  they  and  those 
of  1841  and  1842  were  printed  by  Stephen  Berry,  of  Port- 
land, Maine ;  those  for  1849  to  1854  inclusive,  were  printed 
with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  respective  years ; 
afterwards  they  were  published  annually  to  1871  inclusive, 
except  that  those  for  1862  to  1867  inclusive,  are  in  one 
pamphlet ;  then  sheets  were  issued  up  to  1879,  since  which 
they  have  been  published  annually ;  in  1885,  those  from 
1872  to  1879  were  printed  in  onefpamphlet  by  Austin  A. 
Cassil,  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

OONOLVSIOM  OF  THE  HiSTOBT  OF  THE  GbAND  O0UKOIL8  OF  THE  UVITBD 

Statbh. 


ILLINOIS. 

HE  degrees  were  introduced  into  Illinois  from  Ken- 
tucky. In  1852,  the  Grand  Council  of  Kentucky 
chartered  one  Council  in  Illinois,  and  in  1853 
another,  and  authorised  the  Grand  Puissant  to 
issue  a  charter  to  another  (to  which  a  dispensation  had  been 
granted)  upon  receipt  of  the  returns  which  had  been  miscar- 
ried in  the  mail ;  the  charter  was  not  issued  till  February 
28,  1854. 

Erroneously  supposing  that  all  three  Councils  had  been 
chartered,  their  delegates  met  and  formed  a  Grand  Council, 
September  30, 1853.  The  error  being  discovered,  the  Grand 
Council  was  reorganized  March  10,  1854. 

In  its  Constitution  it  declared  its  exclusive  jurisdiction 
throughout  the  State ;  and  that  no  Council  could  lawfully 
exist  m  that  State  except  under  its  authority,  and  all  Ma- 
sonic intercourse  between  members  of  its  obedience  and  such 
illegal  Council  or  assemblage  or  any  of  its  members,  or  any 
person  advanced  in  such  Council,  was  absolutely  forbidden. 
In  1854,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

"  Reaolved,  That  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  receiving  the  degieea  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  Chapters  since  September,  1831,  in  this 
State  shall  be  treated  as  clandestine  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  in 
no  event  shall  be  healed,  but  shall  be  admitted  to  Councils  only  in  the 
regukur  manner." 

Dispensations  for  new  Councils  were  refused  to  petitioners 
who  had  taken  the  degrees  before  that*  date  until  they  were 
lawfully  healed. 

The  Grand  Council  met  annually  until  1877.  Then,  al- 
though one  of  the  largest  and  most  prosperous  of  the  Grand 
Councils,  it  attempted  to  surrender  the  degrees  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  but  with  the  proviso  that  if  the  Grand  Chapter 
should  not  make  provision  for  conferring  the  degrees  within 
two  years,  they  should  revert  to  the  Grand  Council ;  the 
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Grand  Chapter  accepted  the  trust,  and  committees  were  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  the  details ;  the  committee  made  their 
report,  and  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Grand  Bodies 
promulgated  the  result ;  it  was  supposed  that  the  union  had 
Deen  perfected.  But  the  Grand  Council  continued  to  meet 
annually,  although  it  had  no  constituency,  all  its  subordi- 
nates being  dormant,  and  the  degrees  being  conferred  under 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  Councils,  held  under 
a  Chapter  warrant.  It  is  now  claimed  that  this  arrange- 
ment was  intended  to  be  only  temporary,  and  that  all  that 
was  done  was  done  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Council. 
It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  precisely  what  the  ar- 
rangement between  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council 
practically  was.  It  is  belieyed,  however,  that  it  was  sub- 
stantially this :  the  Grand  Council  undertook  to  recall  all 
the  charters  granted  by  it,  and  to  forbid  any  Council  to  meet 
and  work  under  its  Council  Charter ;  that  it  authorised  the 
officers  of  any  Chapter  then  chartered,  or  thereaf  terwards 
to  be  chartered,  being  Koyal  and  Select  Masters,  to  open  a 
Council  and  confer  the  degrees  under  such  regulations  as 
the  Grand  Chapter  should,  from  time  to  time,  establish,  and 
with  such  ritual  as  the  Grand  Chapter  should  promulgate, 
and,  in  fact,  did  promulgate.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
whole  power  of  governing  the  degrees  was,  for  the  time 
being,  vested  in  the  Grand  Chapter;  the  Grand  Council 
had  no  authority  whatever  over  the  manner  in  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  should  exercise  its  powers,  and,  in  fact,  all 
the  authority  it  had  was  to  exist,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  it  did  not  legally  exist  at  all,  except  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  all  its  action  in  its  attempt  to  make  the  Grand 
Chapter  its  proxy,  was  in  conflict  with  its  own  constitution 
and  the  landmarks  of  the  Rite,  and  so  absolutely  void. 

In  1882,  another  arrangement  was  made  between  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Council,  by  which  the  former 
relinquished  all  interference  with  the  Council  degrees,  and 
the  latter  resumed  its  old  powers,  reorganized  many  of  its 
subordinates,  and  began  to  proceed  regularly.  It  has  not 
yet  become  a  constituent  to  the  General  Grand  Council. 

The  status  of  the  Chapter-council  made  Companions  pre- 
sents an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  its  being  received  as  a 
constituent  as  long  as  it  maintains  its  present  position. 

Under  the  laws  of  the  General  Grand  Council,  the  Com- 
panions who  received  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter  Councils 
cannot  be  recognized  as  regular  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
without  being  healed,  while  the  Grand  Council  of  Illinois 
demands  that  they  shall  be. 
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In  1886  it  adopted  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  Masonic 
intercourse  should  be  interdicted  between  itself  and  the 
Councils  and  members  of  its  obedience,  and  the  Grand 
General  Councils  and  members  thereof,  in  any  jurisdiction 
in  which  recognition  should  be  referred  to  any  of  its  Chap- 
ter-council members. 

In  1887  a  proposition  was  submitted  to  form  an  associa- 
tion of  the  Grand  Councils  which  are  not  constituents  of 
the  General  Grand  Councils,  to  sustain  them  in  their  posi- 
tion. They  count  twelve  such,  but  there  are  only  seven, 
Connecticut,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Rhode  Island ;  of  these,  Michigan,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island  hold,  as  strongly  as 
the  General  Grand  Council  does,  that  Chapter-council  made 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  cannot  be  recognized.  The  re- 
maining Grand  Councils  are  Connecticut,  Illinois  and  Ken- 
tucky ;  the  latter  is  the  same  condition  as  Illinois,  and  Con- 
necticut has  not  yet  acted  upon  the  question,  and  when  the 
question  comes  squarely  before  it  for  discussion,  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  the  Illinois  doctrine  will  be  sustained. 
Even  in  Illinois  the  precedents  are  the  other  way  ;  one  reso- 
lution has  already  been  quoted ;  on  another  occasion  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Chapter-council  applied  to  visit  the  Grand  Council, 
and  after  reference  of  the  matter  to  a  committee,  and  due 
consideration,  it  was  decided  that  he  could  not  be  admitted 
until  he  was  formally  healed. 

The  claim  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Illinois  is  that  it  is 
Sovereign  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  movement  is 
"  for  the  defence  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Grand  Councils 
of  the  United  States."  But  it  is  evident  that  no  Grand 
Body  of  Masons  is  sovereign  to  the  extent  of  not  being 
bound  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  institution;  if  it 
violates  these  rules  "  it  steps  down  and  out,"  and  ceases  to 
be  a  Masonic  body.  If  a  Grand  Council  can  place  the  de- 
grees under  the  government  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  it  can 
place  them  under  the  authority  of  a  Grand  Lodge.  Grand 
Councils  cannot  admit  the  claim  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
Illinois,  without  abandoning  the  Grand  Council  system,  and 
practically  declaring  that  the  degrees  are  still  "  side  degrees," 
to  be  conferred  as  any  possessor  of  them  pleases. 

Its  proceedings  have  been  published  annually,  but  those  of 
1870  were  burned  before  they  were  distributed  (except  a 
few  copies),  and  were  reprinted  with  those  of  1871,  and 
while  the  Grand  Chapter  had  control  of  the  degrees  the  pro- 
ceedings were  published  with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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When  the  Qeneral  Grand  Chapter  in  1853  determined  to 
exercise  no  further  jurisdiction  of  the  Ciyptic  Degrees,  of 
course  a  great  impetus  was  given  to  the  Council  system,  so 
that  between  1854  and  1860  inclusive,  eighteen  Grand  Coun- 
cils were  organized.  Those  who  had  received  the  degrees  in 
Chapters  made  haste  to  be  healed,  as  they  were  not  recog- 
nized by  those  who  had  tHken  the  degrees  in  Councils.  Be- 
fore this  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  the  degrees 
had  been  conferred  in  Indiana  in  Chapters. 

In  consequence  of  that  action.  Companions  qualified  them- 
selves for  that  purpose,  and  obtained  first  a  dispensation,  and 
then  a  ohai'ter,  granted  August  30, 1854,  from  the  Grand 
Council  of  Kentucky ;  others,  in  a  similar  manner,  obtained 
charters  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Ohio,  granted  October 
18,  1855. 

Delegates  from  these  three  Councils  organized  the  Grand 
Council  of  Indiana,  December  20,  1855.  By  its  constitu- 
tion it  declared  that  any  person  receiving  the  degrees  in  that 
State  from  an^  other  source  than  its  own  authority  should 
not  be  recognized,  and  measures  were  taken  to  heal  Com- 
panions "  that  may  require  the  same." 

In  1857,  the  Grand  Master  stated  that  in  September  of 
the  year  before,  at  the  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter, he  attended  a  convention  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
at  which  about  ninety  were  in  attendance,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  propriety  of  organizing  a  General  Grand 
Council ;  that  the  matter  was  very  ably  discussed ;  and  that 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  vote  of  52  to  80. 

This  Grand  Council  has  met  annually,  increasing  in  growth, 
part  of  the  time  rapidly,  and  at  no  time  much  affected  by 
the  prevalent  depression.  It  is  a  constituent  of  the  (General 
Grand  Council.  Its  proceedings  have  been  published  an- 
nually. 

IOWA. 

When  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  introduced  into  Iowa,  the 
Council  degrees  were  also  introduced  and  conferred  in  Chap- 
ters. When  the  action  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  al- 
ready alluded  to,  was  taken,  measures  were  adopted  to 
introduce  the  Council  system.  The  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Illinois  authorized  Comp.  T.  S.  Farvin  and 
others  in  Iowa  to  heal  Companions  irregularly  made  in 
Chapters.     He  also  granted  dispensation  for  a  Council  in 
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Iowa,  to  which  the  Orand  Council  of  Illinois  sranted  a  char- 
ter, September  26, 1856.  He  also  eranted  a  dispensation  for 
a  second  Council,  and  it  was  extent^d  to  the  session  in  1856. 
when,  a  dispensation  for  a  thiixi  Council  having  been  issued, 
charters  were  granted  to  two  Councils,  October  1, 1856. 

Delegates  from  these  three  Councils  met  Januanr  2, 1857, 
and  organized  on  that  day  the  Grand  Council  of  Iowa.  It 
went  on  with  apparent  prosperity,  increasing  the  number  of 
its  subordinates  to  nineteen,  besides  three  in  another  juris- 
diction, until  1878,  when  it  "  consolidated  with  the  Grand 
Chapter,"  and,  in  the  language  of  the  then  Grand  Recorder, 
"  closed  the  record  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
-—for  the  present" 

It  met  twice  in  1857.  Its  proceeiings  were  published  an- 
nually, except  that  those  for  1859  and  1860  were  published 
in  one  pamphlet,  as  well  as  those  for  1865  and  1866.  In 
1872,  a  title  page,  introduction  and  index  for  a  volume  wer<^ 
published,  and  in  1878  a  title  page  and  introduction  for  a 
volume,  embracing  the  whole  proceedings,  with  an  index  from 
1873  to  1878,  were  also  published.  The  proceedings  of  1857, 
1858, 1865, 1866  and  1869  have  been  re-printed. 

KANSAS. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Royal,  Select  and  Super-Excellent 
Masons  of  Kansas  was  organized  December  12, 1867,  by  three 
Councils  chartered  by  uie  Grand  Council  of  Missouri.  It 
has  met  annually  since,  except  in  1880,  when  one  session  was 
lost  by  changing  the  time  of  meeting  from  October  to  the 
following  February.  When  its  last  proceedings  were  pub- 
lished it  had  eleven  subordinates.  It  has  published  nine 
pamphlets  containing  respectively  proceedings  as  follows : — 
1867,  same  re-printed  in  1878;  1868  to  1871, 1872  to  1874, 
1875  to  1877, 1879  to  1881, 1882  to  1884, 1885,  and  1886 
to  1887.    It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council. 
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KENTUCKY. 

In  the  autumn  and  winter  of  181()-17,  Jeremy  L.  Cross 
travelled  through  Kentucky  and  conferred  the  Select  De- 
gree, especially  at  Lexington  and  Shelby  ville.  On  his  return 
from  his  Southern  tour,  late  in  the  following  summer,  he 
sent  charters  to  the  Companions  at  the  two  places  above 
named,  dated  as  of  the  time  when  he  conferrea  the  degree, 
and  entered  them  in  his  book  as  Councils  organized  by 
him.    If  the  Companions  ever  organized  a  Council  under 
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either  diarter  it  "  died  and  made  no  .ign  "  that  ha.  been 
preserved. 

The  Grand  Council  was  ormnized  December  10, 1827,  by 
del^^tes  from  six  Councils.  The  records  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil do  not  show  the  source  from  which  any  one  of  them  re- 
ceived their  charters;  but  Companion  Willis  Stewart,  an 
original  member  of  one  of  them,  stated  in  a  communication 

Sublished  in  1850,  that  they  were  all  organized  in  1827,  by 
ohn  Barker,  agent  of  the  Southern  Supreme  Council,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  statement. 

This  course  was  taken  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  which,  at  its  session  on  Sep- 
tember 3, 1827,  in  response  to  the  Maryland  circular  in  re- 
lation to  the  Select  Degree,  declared  that  it  did  not  permit 
thai  dsgree  to  be  conferred  in  the  Chapters  in  Kentucky. 

The  Grand  Council  started  prosperously,  but  it  soon  in  a 
measure  succumbed  to  the  anti-Masonic^  feeling,  and  from 
1833  to  1845  inclusive,  it  met  only  once — in  1841 ;  it  did 
not  meet  in  1848  or  1849 ;  from  1850  to  its  attempted  disso- 
lution, in  1878,  it  met  annually  except  in  18G1  and  1862. 
In  1878  it  attempted  to  surrender  the  degrees  to  the  Chapter, 
but  the  General  Grand  Master  held  that  the  action  by  wnich 
it  attempted  to  do  this  was  void,  nevertheless,  as  the  Grand 
Council  and  all  its  Subordinates  were  dormant  and,  for  the 
time  being,  dead,  and  ascertaining  that  his  action  would 
cause  no  disturbance  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  he  issued  a 
dispensation  for  a  Council  in  Kentucky. 

In  1881  the  Grand  Council  reorganized,  by  direction  of 
the  General  Grand  Master,  the  Council  U.  D.,  which  had 
continued  its  work  up  to  that  time,  returned  its  dispensa- 
tion, and  its  members,  including  those  who  had  received  the 
degrees  therein,  received  a  charter  from  the  reorganized 
Grand  Council.  This  has  met  annually  since.  It  is  not  a 
constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Its  proceedings  were  published  in  1827,  1828,  and  1829 ; 
with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1830,  1831,  1832, 1841, 
1846,  1847, 1850, 1851,  and  1878  ;  and  annually  by  them- 
selves in  the  other  years  in  which  it  met. 


LOUISIANA. 
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On  accoimt  of  the  confusion  which  existed  in  Masonry 
during  the  early  history  of  Louisiana,  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  ascertain  precisely  how  and  when  these  degrees  were  in- 
troduced. 
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In  the  tableau  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1828,  Holland 
Council,  No.  1,  is  named;  in  the  tableaux  for  1829  and  1830 
a  Grand  Council  of  Koyal  and  select  Masters  is  named,  and 
the  names,  numbers  and  location  of  three  subordinates  are 
stated.  Nothing  further  is  stated,  so  far  as  known,  till  1845, 
when  (as  well  as  in  1840  and  1847),  Holland  Council,  No. 
1,  is  mentioned  as  attached  to  Polar  Star  Chapter.  The 
refusal  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  the  Grand 
Chapter  then  existing,  and  the  formation  of  a  new  Grand 
Chapter  in  1848,  caused  a  re-organization  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry and  naturally  of  Cryptic  Masonry  also. 

The  present  Grand  Council  was  organized  February  10, 
1856,  by  four  Councils.  One  of  them  was  Holland  Council, 
No.  1,  above  mentioned,  and  is  understood  to  have  been 
organized  in  1827,  by  John  Barker,  agent  of  the  Southern 
Supreme  Council,  one  of  the  others  was  chartered  by  the 
Grand  Council  of  Kentucky  in  1852,  and  the  other  two  by 
the  Grand  Council  in  Alabama,  one  in  1847  and  one  in 
1855. 

The  Grand  Council  adopted  the  seal  of  the  old  Grand 
Council,  but  it  gives  no  light  as  to  the  date  of  the  formation 
of  that  body. 

It  has  met  every  year  and  is  a  constituent  of  the  General 
Grand  Council. 

Its  proceedings  were  published  from  1856  to  1861  inclu- 
sive, separately  and  with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  those 
since  published  annually,  except  that  two  years'  proceedings 
were  published  together  in  18/6  and  1877,  and  in  1870  and 
1880. 

MAINE. 

The  system  of  conferring  these  degrees  in  chapters  had 
been  introduced  into  Maine,  and  at  least  one  Council  was 
working  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
when  that  body  determined  to  have  nothing  further  to  do 
with  the  degrees.  Companions  finding  that  this  system 
was  not  recognized  by  the  Grand  Coiincils,  received  the  de- 

grees  in  Councils  in  other  jurisdictions  and  introduced  the 
ouncil  system. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts,  on  June  13,  1854, 
granted  Charters  to  three  Councils  in  Maine,  one  to  take 
rank  from  that  day,  and  one  of  the  others  from  the  next 
day,  and  the  other  Irom  the  next  following  day.  A  charter 
was  also  granted  for  a  fourth  Council,  in  April,  1855,  but 
while  a  memorandum  of  the  fact  was  entered  upon  the  fly- 
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leaf  of  the  record-book,  it  was  not  entered  on  the  record 
itself. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Maine  was  organized  by  delegates 
from  the  first  three,  on  the  third  of  May,  1855  ;  the  fourth 
Council  had  probably  not  then  received  its  charter,  but  it 
was  recognized  at  the  next  session.  Immediately  after  the 
organization  a  charter  was  granted  to  the  Council  which  had 
been  working  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Grand  Council  has  met  and  published  its  proceedings 
annually,  except  that  those  for  1855  and  1856  are  in  one 
pamphlet.     It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council. 

MARYLAND. 

An  account  of  the  early  existence  of  the  Rite  in  Mary- 
land has  already  been  given  in  the  preceding  history,  and 
therefore  only  a  brief  summary  will  be  given  here. 

Before  1800  the  Select  Degree  was  conferred  in  Maryland 
as  a  "  side  "  degree.  The  parties  having  it  seemed  to  under- 
stand (but  erroneously)  that  they  had  exclusive  possession 
and  charge  of  it.  They  were  inclined  to  place  it  under  the 
charge  of  the  chapters,  and  in  November,  1817,  the  Grand 
Chapter  authorized  its  subordinates  to  confer  it,  but  did  not 
expressly  make  it  a  part  of  the  chapter  system.  Before 
1820  the  Royal  Degree  was  introduced,  and  was  evidently 
considered  by  many  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  the  system, 
for  that  year  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, that  chapters  might  in  their  discretion  omit  conferring 
the  Royal  Degree  and  the  degree  called  Noah's  Ark.  In 
1824,  the  Select  Degree  was  by  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution formally  made  a  part  of  the  chapter  system  to  be 
conferred  next  before  the  M.  E,  Masters  Degree.  In  the 
constitution  of  1845,  it  was  placed  next  after  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent ;  but  in  the  constitution  of  1856  it  is  not  mentioned ; 
nevertheless,  both  it  and  the  Royal  Degree  (as  preparatory 
to  it)  were  conferred  in  Councils  formed  within  the  chapters 
till  1872,  when  the  Grand  Chapter  adopted  a  resolution  for- 
bidding its  subordinates  conferring  the  degrees. 

The  result  was  that  the  Council  system  was  at  once 
adopted. 

On  May  12,  1874,  the  Grand  Council  was  organized  by 
representatives  of  six  Councils ;  by  what  authority  these 
were  chartered  does  not  appear  in  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Council  has  met  annually ;  it  is  a  constituent 
of  the  General  Grand  Council.    Its  proceedings  to  1881  in- 
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clusive, have  been  published  ;  those  for  1875  and  1876  are 
in  one  pamphlet,  and  also  those  for  1878  and  1879. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  first  Council  in  Massachusetts  was  a  voluntary  Coun- 
cil of  Royal  Masters  formed  in  1817,  by  Benjamin  Qleason 
and  other  Companions.  They  soon  after  sought  and  obtain- 
ed the  sanction  of  Columbian  Council  in  New  York  city. 

In the  Select  Degree  was  conferred.     Cross,  in  1818, 

sent  Henry  Fowle  a  charter  for  a  Select  Council,  but  it  was 
never  organized. 

Jeremy  L.  Cross  organized  a  Select  Council  at  Spring- 
field, May  28, 1818,  which  did  not  begin  to  confer  the  Select 
Degree  till  January  6,  1821. 

Councils  were  organized  at  Salem,  Newburyport  and  Med- 
field,  without  charters,  by  members  of  ^Boston  Council,  with 
its  consent. 

Two  other  Councils  were  chartered  by  the  Grand  Council 
of  New  York,  one  June  16,  1824,  and  the  other  October  14. 
1825. 

Hiram  Council  was  organized  by  Walter  Janes,  who  re- 
ceived his  authority  from  Cross. 

Councils  weie  formed  before  1826,  at  Brimfield  and 
Princeton,  but  by  whom,  it  is  not  certainly  known,  but  most 
probably  by  Cross,  directly  or  indirectly. 

B«presentatives  from  six  of  these  ten  Councils  met  in 
convention  to  form  a  Grand  Council,  February  8,  1826,  and 
the  organization  was  completed  June  15, 1826. 

The  anti-Masonic  storm  had  already  commenced,  and 
many  of  the  Councils  went  down  under  ite  violence.  No 
records  of  the  Grand  Council  are  found  for  the  years  inter- 
vening between  1827  and  1847.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
meetings  were  held,  and  the  records  entered  on  loose  sheets 
of  paper  which  were  lost.  Companion  Abraham  A.  Dame 
continued  at  the  head  of  it,  and  on  March  1, 1847,  a  meeting 
was  held  and  the  Grand  Council  re-organized  by  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers.  A  charter  was  granted  for  a  Council  in 
Rhode  Island.  After  this  there  is  another  gap  in  the  records 
up  to  1853 ;  but  meetings  were  held  in  the  interim,  as  in 
1852  a  charter  was  granted  for  a  Council  in  New  Hampshire. 
Since  1853  it  has  met  regularly.  Companion  Dame  was 
elected  Grand  Master  in  1826,  and  continued  at  the  head  of 
the  Grand  Council  till  1857,  when  he  declined  a  re-election. 

The  regular  annual  publication  of  its  proceedings  did  not 
commence  until  1867,  but  those  of  1859  and  1860  were  pub- 
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lished  together  in  1861,  and  those  of  1861  in  1862,  and 
those  of  1866  in  12mo.  in  1867.  Those  of  1826  to  1859 
were  published  together  in  1874,  and  the  same  years  those 
from  1862  to  1865  were  published  together.  In  1875  those 
for  1859  and  1860  were  re-printed  in  one  pamphlet,  and 
those  for  1866  in  octavo,  and  in  1878,  those  for  1861,  so 
that  all  the  proceedings  previous  to  1867  were  printed  or 
reprinted  in  1874, 1875  and  1878. 

It  has  twenty-two  subordinate  Councils  with  a  member- 
ship of  nearly  three  thousand,  and  is  a  constituent  of  the 
General  Grand  Council. 

MICHIGAN. 

Cryptic  Masonry,  in  an  organized  form,  was  introduced 
into  this  state  in  the  latter  part  of  1855,  or  in  the  early 
part  of  1856,  by  the  issuing  of  a  dispensation  by  the  Grand 
Master  of  Connecticut  for  Monroe  Council  at  Detroit,  and 
granting  authority  to  "a  cciiipetent  Companion  to  heal  such 
Companions  in  Michigan  as  had  taken  the  Council  degrees 
in  Royal  Arch  Chapters."  At  the  session  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Connecticut  in  1857,  the  Grand  Master  announc- 
ed that  he  Lad  granted  a  dispensation  for  another  Council 
in  Michigan,  located  at  St.  Clair.  On  May  12,  1857,  char- 
ters were  granted  to  these  two  Councils,  and  also  to  a  Coun- 
cil at  Fontiac. 

On  January  13,  1858,  delegates  from  these  three  Councils 
met  and  organized  the  Grand  Council  of  Michigan.  It  has 
met  annually  since,  and  twice  in  1861,  in  consequence  of  a 
change  in  the  time  of  meeting  from  January  to  June. 

The  proceedings  for  1858  to  1863  are  in  12mo.;  those 
since,  octavo.  Those  for  1859  and  1860  are  in  the  same 
pamphlet;  also  those  for  1874  and  1875.  The  session  for 
1873  commenced  December  31,  1872,  and  the  proceedings 
are  often  mistaken  for  those  of  18/2. 

It  is  not  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council.  It 
has  forty-three  subordinates,  and  over  two  thousand  mem- 
bers. It  does  not  recognize  as  Cryptic  Masons  those  who 
receive  the  degrees  in  Chapters  or  Councils  held  under  a 
Chapter. 

MINNESOTA. 

In  his  address  to  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  New  York,  June  4, 1855,  the  Grand  Master  said 
that  Minnesota  Council  had  received  its  warrant  and  was 
prospering.    In  the  published  proceedings  no  mention  is 
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made  of  the  granting  of  this  charter;  it  was  probably 
granted  August  4, 1854,  but  perhaps  not  till  Feoruary  4, 
1855.  On  June  4, 1856,  a  resolution  was  adopted  authoriz- 
ing the  Grand  Master  to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  Minne- 
sota Council,  and  demand  a  statement  of  its  affairs  and 
returns,  or  else  the  surrender  of  its  warrant  and  properties. 
At  the  next  session  (1857)  of  the  Grand  Council,  the  Grand 
Master  reported  that  he  had  been  unable  to  accomplish  any 
result.  Three  letters  from  the  Grand  Master  are  published, 
but  he  states  that  he  had  received  no  answer  to  either  of 
them.  The  Grand  Council  voted  to  give  the  Council  sixty 
days  in  which  to  make  returns  and  pay  dues.  At  the  next 
session  (1858),  the  Grand  Master  reported  that  no  returns 
had  been  made  or  dues  paid,  but  that  the  T.  111.  Master  was 
in  the  city,  and  would  probably  be  present  and  explain.  It 
would  seem  that  he  was  not  present,  for  the  committee  re- 
ported that  no  return  had  ever  been  made,  nor  the  charter 
tee  paid,  although  they  were  informed  that  the  fee  had  been 
sent  but  not  received  on  account  of  some  accident ;  and  the 
Council  was  given  till  the  first  of  August  to  make  returns 
and  pay  dues,  or  in  default  the  Grand  Master  should  revoke 
the  charter ;  no  returns  having  been  made  on  August  14, 
1858,  the  Grand  Master  issued  his  edict  revoking  the  char- 
ter. He  duly  reported  his  action  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Grand  Council,  stating  that  he  received  no  reply  to  his  com- 
munication. 

Some  work  was  done  in  this  Council,  but  probably  it  was 
dormant  most  of  the  time  while  its  charter  was  in  force.  It 
is  said  that  the  course  pursued  by  this  Council  was  taken 
in  consequence  of  a  claim,  on  behalf  of  the  Supreme  Coun- 
cil of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  of  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  these  degrees  in  Minnesota.  Support  for  this  allega- 
tion is  foimd  in  the  fact  that  when  the  Grand  Council  of 
Iowa  proposed  to  charter  a  Council  in  Minnesota,  an  active 
member  of  that  Supreme  Council  protested  against  it.  It  is 
said,  however,  that  that  Supreme  Council  did  not  attempt 
to  sustain  his  claim,  but  disclaimed  for  the  future  any  juris- 
diction over  the  degrees. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Iowa,  October  21,  1879,  granted  a 
charter  for  a  Council  at  St.  Paul ;  and  on  October  14, 1870, 
granted  charters  to  Councils  at  Minneapolis  and  Rochester, 
to  which  dispensations  had  been  previously  issued. 

Representations  from  these  three  Councils  organized  the 
Grand  Council  of  Minnesota,  December  12, 1870. 


114 


CRYPTIC  MASONRY. 


li;:: 


i 

li-' 


By  a  resolution,  the  numbers  of  these  Councils  were 
changed,  and  a  copy  of  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
dorsed on  all  the  charters,  under  which  the  Councils  have 
since  continued  to  act. 

The  Grand  Council  met  for  routine  of  business  in  Janu- 
ary following,  and  has  met  annually  since. 

The  proceedings  of  1870  and  1871,  of  1872  and  1873,  of 
1874, 1875  and  1886  are  each  sent  in  one  pamphlet.  Since 
1876,  they  have  been  published  annually. 

Its  representatives  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Grand  Council,  and  in  the  preliminary  measures 
leading  thereto ;  and  it  was  among  the  first  to  ratify  the 
Constitution,  and  became  a  constituent  of  that  Body. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Cross  conferred  the  Select  Degree  at  Natchez,  when  he 
made  his  Southern  trip  in  1816-17.  On  his  return  he  sent 
to  those  on  whom  he  had  conferred  the  degree  a  charter  for 
a  Council,  dated  March  15, 1817,  and  entered  the  Council  on 
his  list,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  ever  organized. 

In  1829,  a  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  was 
organized  at  Natchez,  which  assumed  jurisdiction  over  these 
degrees,  and  at  a  later  date  issued  charters  for  Councils. 
John  Barker  was  the  effective  agent  in  organizing  this  Grand 
Council,  P.  of  J.,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Southern 
Supreme  Council.  It  is  stated  that  Natchez  Council  was 
chartered  in  1829. 

A  Grand  Council  was  formed  at  Jackson  in  1854  (accord- 
ing to  one  account,  and  in  1855  according  to  another)  by 
Councils  not  hailing  under  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of 
Jerusalem ;  but  a  somewhat  extended  examination  fails  to 
show  by  wl  dt  authority  they  were  chartered.  A  Council  was 
chartered  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Alabama  at  Columbus, 
Miss.,  in  1848,  but  the  charter  was  revoked  in  1852. 

By  authority  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem, 
its  subordinate  Councils,  by  their  representatives,  met  in 
convention  January  2,  1856,  held  a  two  days'  session,  and 
then  met  by  adjournment  on  the  eighteenth,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 19,  1856,  organized  a  Grand  Council. 

Councils  numbered  as  high  as  seventeen  took  part  in  the 
proceedings,  but  only  8&ven  were  represented.  Some  of  the 
numbers  were  vacant,  as  upon  renumbering,  number  seven 
became  number  three,  and  number  seventeen  became  number 
seven  ;  on  the  other  hand,  number  eight  remained  the  same. 
After  the  Grand  Council  was  organized,  the  Grand  Council, 
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P.  of  J.,  by  a  formal  instrument  under  its  seal,  undertook  to 
"  give,  grant,  convey,  release  and  quit  claim  into  said  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  held  at  Vicksburg,  all 
the  right,  title  and  interest  of  this  Grand  Council  of  Princes 
of  Jerusalem,  in  and  to  the  said  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master,  with  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  over  the  same 
within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Mississippi." 
The  constitution  provided  that  all  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  on  January  19,  185f),  should 
be  ex-o^cio  life  members  of  the  Grand  Council,  with  "  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  such." 

By  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  also,  all  Councils 
instituted  by  the  Grand  Council  Princes  of  Jerusalem  should 
be  recognized  by  the  Grand  Council,  and  pass  under  its  gov- 
ernment, but  only  upon  a  certificate  of  good  standing  issued 
by  the  former. 

It  was  further  provided  that  any  Council  in  the  State, 
chartered  by  any  other  authority,  might,  upon  surrendering 
its  warrant,  receive  one  from  the  new  Grand  Council,  but 
that  their  several  initiates  must  be  healed  by  such  Council 
after  receiving  its  charter,  provided  that  such  surrender  was 
made  by  the  1st  of  July,  185G. 

In  the  Acacia  for  July  1857,  the  Grand  Recorder  officially 
announces  that  the  Grand  Council  formed  at  Natchez  in 
1854  had  dissolved,  and  that  all  difficulties  had  been  settled. 

At  the  Annual  Assembly  in  1857,  three  additional  Coun- 
cils— Cayuga,  William  H.  Stevens,  and  New  Albany — appear 
on  the  rolls,  numbered  respectively  nine,  ten  and  eleven. 
The  Grand  Recorder,  during  the  session,  after  the  time  for 
receiving  new  charters  had  been  extended,  announced  that 
he  had  issued  new  charters  to  Jackson  Council,  No.  5,  and 
Mt.  Holly,  No.  12. 

These  Councils  became  constituents  of  the  Grand  Council 
under  the  provisions  above  referred  to ;  but  the  proceedings 
do  not  show  the  authority  under  which  they  formerly  hailed, 
except  that  Jackson  and  New  Albany  Councils  had  been  con- 
stituents of  the  Jackson  Grand  Council.  There  were  other 
Councils  under  the  other  authority  which  came  in  later. 

The  Grand  Council  did  not  meet  in  1862  or  1803,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  session  for  18(31  were  burned  before  they 
were  published  or  recorded,  and  nearly  all  that  is  known  of 
its  proceedings  is  the  names  of  the  Grand  officers  selected  at 
that  meeting. 

The  depression  of  business  after  the  war,  and  the  rage  for 
societies  with  au  insurance  feature,  greatly  affected  all  the 
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branches  of  Masonry  in  the  State,  and  there  was  a  large  fall- 
ing otf  in  the  membership  in  all  the  bodies,  but  more  especi- 
ally in  the  Chapter  and  the  Council.  Many  Councils  sur- 
rendered their  charters,  others  became  dormant,  others  "had 
a  name  to  live,"  and  but  few  were  doing  work.  The  Grand 
Council  met  annually,  however,  till  1877,  when  it  adopted 
what  is  known  as  the  "  Mississippi  Plan,"  by  which  the  de- 
grees were  "transferred  to  itie  Grand  Chapter."  It  was  pro- 
vided that : 

**  Each  Royal  Arch  Chapter  Bhall  hereafter  open  within  its  bosom, 
«nder  its  charter,  as  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  a  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Master  ;  the  officers  of  the  Chapter,  corresponding  in  rank  to  those  of 
^he  Council,  to  be  the  officers  of  the  Council." 

"  All  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  received  the  degrees  of 
Royal  Master  and  Select  Master,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  same 
<K>nf erred  or  communicated,  on  their  request,  and  without  charge,  but 
•candidates  who  shall  hereafter  receive  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  shall, 
immediately  thereafter,  and  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
receive  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  without  additional 
charge." 

In  consequence,  the  Grand  Council  was  dissolved,  and  all 
its  subordinates  "  ceased  to  exist."  The  failure  to  have  this 
"  Plan  "  generally  adopted  has  developed  quite  a  sentiment 
in  Mississippi  in  favour  of  returning  to  the  Council  system. 

The  proceedings  were  published  annually  up  to  1877  in- 
clusive, exce{)t  in  1861, 1862  and  1863. 

The  following  from  "  The  Acacia,"  published  at  Natchez, 
and  edited  by  William  Mellen,  gives  some  further  details 
in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Council. 

**  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Mississippi. 

"  A  convention  was  cai.  >d  to  meet  at  the  city  of  Natchez,  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  of  the  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 
then  holding  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of 
Jerusalem  of  Mississippi,  who  had  been  exercising  jurisdiction  over 
the  degrees  in  Mississippi,  since  October,  1829,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  forming  an  independent  organization.  A  Consti- 
tution was  formed,  but  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  prevent- 
ing a  full  attendance,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  Vicksburg, 
on  Friday,  after  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  the  Constitution  was  finally  adopted. 
The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  granted 
to  the  new  Grand  Council  all  their  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to 
the  said  Degreee,  and  full  jurisdiction  over  the  same  in  this  State. 
Provision  was  made  for  Councils  holding  under  the  said  Grand  Council 
of  Princes  of  Jerusalem  for  coming  in  on  equal  terms  with  those  in 
Convention,  on  being  certified  as  being  in  good  standing  by  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  if  application 
be  made  prior  to  Ist  day  of  July  next.    Also  for  Councils  holding 
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under  any  other  body  in  thii  State  on  surrendering  their  preaent  char* 
ten,  and  petitioning  the  new  Grand  Council  within  the  Mime  period, 
and  paying  the  Grand  Recorder's  fee  for  charter,  excluding,  however, 
the  initiates  of  the  latter  named  Oouncils.  The  initiates  to  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Grand  Constitution  to  be  healed,  and  one  dollar 
each,  for  healing,  to  be  paid  into  the  Grand  Treasurer. 
"  The  Grand  Officers  were  elected  and  installed  January  19,  1856." 

MISSOURI. 

This  Grand  Council  was  organized  May  21, 1864!,  by  three 
Councils  chartered  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Illinois.  It  has 
met  annually  since,  except  in  1865  and  1879.  Its  proceed- 
ings have  been  published  regularly,  except  that  uiose  for 
1880  and  1881  are  in  one  pamphlet,  and  those  for  1864  are 
reprinted  with  those  of  18(57,  and  have  since  been  reprinted 
by  Comp.  James  W.  Staton. 

Comp.  O'SuUivan,  the  first  Grand  Master,  in  his  first  ad- 
dress, said  the  Royal  Degree  was  first  introduced  "  into  Ma- 
sonry in  1828,  by  an  adventurous  Baptist  preacher."  He 
adds,  "About  1818  [probably  a  misprint  for  1838]  another 
Eastern  luminary  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  subsequently 
showed  authority  from  Comp.  Cross  to  communicate  the  de- 
grees to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  whom  he  found  worthy.  At 
a  later  period  Councils  were  formed,  and  in  1842  a  Grand 
Council  for  the  State  of  Missouri  was  formed  by  and  through 
the  authority  vested  in  our  Companion  by  Comp.  Cross." 
At  the  same  time  Chapters  chartered  by  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  conferred  the  degrees ;  but  in  1854  this  practice  was 
forbidden.  This  Grand  Council  and  all  its  subordinates  seem 
to  have  been  very  short-lived. 

At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Kentucky  in  1853, 
the  Grand  Master  announced  that  he  had  granted  dispensa- 
tions for  Councils  in  Booneville  and  Springfield,  Missouri ; 
and  August  31, 1853,  a  charter  was  granted  to  the  Boone- 
ville Council,  and  the  dispensation  to  the  Springfield  Coun- 
cil continued.  The  proceedings  do  not  show  the  granting  of 
any  charter  to  the  latter,  but  it  was  borne  on  the  roll  of  the 
Grand  Council,  as  No.  23,  for  several  years.  A  charter  was 
also  granted  to  Westport  Council,  October  13, 1857,  but  was 
apparently  never  issued,  as  it  was  borne  on  the  rolls  as  West- 
port  Council,  U.D.  None  of  these  Councils  made  returns 
after  the  grant  of  its  charter.  The  Booneville  Council  re- 
commended the  issuing  of  a  dispensation  early  in  1857  to  St. 
Louis  Council.  All  these  Kentucky  Councils  soon  became 
extinct,  or,  at  any  rate,  were  so  treated. 
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The  Grand  Council  of  Illinois  granted  a  charter  to  St. 
Louis  Council,  October,  1,  1857,  and  to  Weston  Council  at 
Weston,  and  Marion  Council  at  Hannibal,  October  6,  1863, 
and  these  three  formed  the  Grand  Council  of  Missouri. 

It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council. 
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NEBRASKA. 

This  Grand  Council  was  organized  November  20,  1872, 
by  Omaha,  Alpha  and  Furnas  Councils. 

Omaha  Council  was  organized  July  8, 1867,  under  a  char- 
ter from  the  Supreme  Council  33®  for  the  Southern  Juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.  Alpha  Council  was  organized 
under  a  charter  from  the  same  authority,  dated  November 
10, 1868,  and  Furnas  Council  was  organized  April  25,  1871, 
under  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Kansas, 
which  granted  to  it  a  charter  on  the  eighth  of  October  of 
the  same  year. 

It  met  annually  till  1878,  but  the  session  for  1874  was 
held  in  January,  1875.  In  1878  it  adopted  a  modification 
of  the  "  Mississippi  plan,"  and  became  dormant. 

But  on  March  9, 1886,  a  special  assembly  was  held  and 
the  Grand  Council  revived ;  several  Companions,  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  were  introduced  and 
healed.  A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  Grand  Council 
resume  its  authority  and  assume  exclusive  control  and  juris- 
diction over  the  degrees.  The  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  all  Companions 
who  had  received  the  degrees  in  Chapters,  who  were  to  be 
recognized  "after  formally  being  healed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
his  deputy  or  proxy,  or  in  a  regular  Council." 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  Grand  Council  become 
a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council,  but  as  by  the 
provisions  of  its  constitution  the  consent  of  all  the  Councils 
must  be  given,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  them  for  their 
consent. 

The  proceedings  of  1872  were  published,  and  then  reprint- 
ed with  those  of  1873,  and  they  were  printed  regularly  till 
1876  ;  those  for  1877  and  1878  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
but  it  has  been  understood  that  it  never  was  done ;  those  for 
March  9,  1886,  are  sent  out  on  a  sheet,  but  will  no  doubt 
be  reprinted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  regular  assembly 
for  the  year. 

NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

On  August  5th,  1815,  Joshua  Darling,  Artemus  Rogers, 
John  Harris,  and   Stephen  Blanchard,  established  Tyrian 
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Council  of  Royal  Masters  at  Hopkinton,  by  agreeing  to  a 
"Constitution."  The  officers  were  to  be  Qrand  Master, 
King  and  Master  of  Ceremonies,  the  former  was  ex  officio, 
Treasurer,  and  the  latter  Secretary.  The  degree  could  be 
conferred  only  on  Royal  Arch  Masons.  On  the  same  day  a 
special  meeting  was  held,  at  which  Benjamin  Oleason  was 
present ;  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  conferred  the  degree 
on  "  the  founders,"  and  prepared  their  "  constitution "  for 
them,  but  he  gave  them  no  warrant,  and  the  Council  did 
not  have  any.  It  at  once  commenced  doing  work,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  for  a  little  over  a  j'^ear,  when  the  record  of 
work  ceases ;  the  public  Registers,  however,  give  lists  of 
officers  which  indicate  regular  annual  elections. 

About  August  IDth,  1817,  Jeremy  L.  Cross  visited  Hop- 
kinton, and  conferred  the  degree  of  Select  Master  upon 
several  Companions  who  were  members  of  Tyrian  Council. 
He  subsequently  sent  them  a  charter  under  that  date,  but 
it  was  not  received,  and  the  Council  organized,  till  1819. 

The  two  Councils  worked  separately  till  1822,  when  they 
consolidated  into  Tyrian  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters, which  continued  to  work  until  the  latter  part  of  1827, 
when  it  went  down  in  the  anti-Masonic  storm. 

As  early  as  1819  (and  probably  earlier)  Benjamin  Gleason 
"  assisted  the  Companions  at  Portsmouth "  in  forming  a 
Council  of  Royal  Masters,  under  the  name  of  Guardian 
Council.  Its  records  have  not  been  preserved.  In  1819 
the  register  gives  a  "  Select  Council  at  Portsmouth,"  which, 
in  1821,  becomes  Guardian  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters. 

Washington  Council,  at  Hanover,  was  formed  before  April, 
1822,  but  its  record  is  lost,  and  nothing  is  known  of  the 
source  from  which  it  received  its  authority. 

Columbian  Council  was  organized  at  Claremont,  April 
15th,  1822  ;  James  F.  Dana  and  James  Poole  were  present, 
and  assisted ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  return  thanks 
to  them,  and  make  them  such  compensation  as  should  be 
deemed  proper.  No  mention  of  any  warrant  is  made  in  the 
record,  and  the  proceedings  indicate  that  there  was  none, 
but  that  it  was  a  voluntary  Council. 

The  two  Councils  first  named  had  no  charters  or  warrants 
when  organized,  and  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  the  other 
two  were  established  in  the  same  manner. 

These  four  Councils  united  in  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Council,  July  9th,  1823.  Its  record  has  been  lost,  and  it  is 
not  known  whether  it  met  annually  or  not.    In  1827  one 
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of  its  Subordinates  took  action,  indicating  that  the  Grand 
Council  was  extinct ;  but,  in  1828,  the  Grand  Chapter  re- 
co^zed  its  existence,  and  in  1830  it  granted  a  dispensation 
for  a  new  Council,  and  its  officers  for  1830  are  given  in  the 
Register ;  in  1832  one  of  its  officers  wrote  a  letter,  in  which 
he  assumes  that  it  would  meet  that  year. 

The  Grand  Council  had  established  a  Council  at  Keene, 
of  which  nothing  is  known  beyond  the  fact  of  its  existence ; 
Pjrthagorean  Council,  at  Sandbornton ;  and  Orphan  Council^ 
at  Concord. 

But  the  Graiid  Council  and  all  its  Subordinates  went 
down  before  the  anti-masonic  storm,  and  for  twenty  years 
(1835  to  1855)  Cryptic  Masonry  was  dormant  in  this  juris- 
diction. 

On  August  28th,  1855,  Orphan  Council  held  its  first  meet- 
ing for  twenty  years ;  Columbian  Council  followed  its  ex- 
ample, December  13th,  1856,  after  being  dormant  twenty- 
four  years.  In  the  meantime  the  Grand  Council  of  Con- 
necticut had  granted  a  dispensation  for  Adoniram  Council, 
at  Manchester,  and  a  charter  followed.  May  12th,  1857. 

On  June  11th,  1862,  these  three  Councils  formed  the 
Grand  Council  of  New  Hampshire.  One  circumstance  re- 
quires special  mention ;  Orphan  Council,  from  1855  to  1862, 
and  Columbian  Council,  from  1856  to  1862,  worked  under 
their  charters  received  from  a  Grand  Council  which  had 
been  extinct  for  at  least  twenty  years.  The  doctrine  was 
practically  asserted  that  a  regularly  chartered  body  is  not 
affected  by  the  dissolution  of  me  Grand  Body  which  created 
it,  but  it  still  continues  to  exist  as  an  independent  body, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  no  Grand  Body.  This  doctrine 
has  been  questioned,  but  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why  it  is 
not  correct 

The  Grand  Council  has  met  annually  since  its  reorganiza- 
tion ;  it  now  has  ten  Subordinates,  whose  membership  has 
steadily  increased.  It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand 
Council. 

Its  proceedings  were  not  published  till  1869,  and  in  1879, 
those  from  its  organization  to  1870,  were  printed  in  one 
pamphlet. 

NEW   JERSEY. 

On  November  26, 1860,  two  Councils  had  been  established 
in  New  Jersey  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Pennsylvania  and 
one  by  the  Grand  Council  of  New  York ;  and  on  that  d^ 
a  Grand  Council  was  formed  by  their  representatives.     It 
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met  twice  in  1861,  and  has  met  annually  since.  It  is  not  a 
constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council.  The  proceedings 
of  1860  were  published  in  12mo.,  but  were  reprinted  with 
those  of  1861  in  octavo;  they  have  since  been  published 
annually,  except  that  those  for  1867  and  1868  are  in  one 
pamphlet,  as  well  as  those  for  1871  and  1872,  and  those  for 
1878  and  1879 ;  those  for  1864  have  been  reprinted  by  Bro. 
Staton. 

NEW    YORK. 

The  history  of  the  Rite  in  this  State  has  necessarily  been 
largely  given  in  the  general  history,  so  that  only  a  brief  re- 
capitulation will  be  given  here. 

On  September  2,  1810,  a  number  of  Royal  Masters,  who 
had  received  the  degree  as  a  "  Side  Degree,"  met  without  a 
warrant  from  any  source  and,  of  their  own  motion,  organ- 
ised "  Columbian  Grand  Council  of  Royal  Master  Masons, 
for  the  City  of  New  York."  At  first  they  conferred  the 
Royal  Degree  only  ;  afterwards  the  Orders  of  "  Knights  of 
the  Round  Table,"  "  Knight  of  the  Garter,"  and  «  Knight 
of  St.  George  of  Cappadocia ;"  and  in  1818,  and  afterwards, 
the  Super  Excellent  Degree. 

In  1821  it  merged  with  a  Council  of  Select  Masters,  which 
was  also  a  voluntary  body  without  a  warrant,  and  formed 
by  members  of  the  Council  of  Royal  Masters,  on  the  day 
when  the  merging  took  place.  Although  styling  itself  a 
Grand  Council,  it  exercised  only  the  powers  of  a  working 
Council,  except  that  in  1817  it  "  sanctioned  "  a  Council  of 
Royal  Masters,  which  Benjamin  Gleason  had  formed  in  Bos- 
ton, as  a  voluntary,  unwarranted  body.  Its  records,  up  to 
1823,  were  published  (12  mo.)  by  Stephen  Berrt. 

On  January  23rd,  the  officers  and  past  officers  of  this 
Council  met  and  formed  the  Grand  Council  of  New  York. 
It  continued  its  existence  till  18G0,  though  it  failed  to  meet 
some  years,  and  the  meetings  of  other  years  were  not  en- 
tered of  record. 

In  consequence  of  the  schism  in  s3'^mbolic  Masonry  for 
several  years  prior  to  1854,  the  Grand  Council  of  Connecti- 
cut chartered  three  Councils  in  New  York,  whose  represen- 
tatives formed  another  Grand  Council,  May  27,  1854,  al- 
though the  old  Grand  Council  was  then  in  existence,  under 
the  control,  however,  of  those  not  recognized  then  as  regular 
Masons.  In  1860  the  troubles  in  symbolic  Masonry  had 
been  composed,  and  the  two  Grand  Councils  united.  The 
Grand  Council  thus  formed  has  met  annually  since.     It  is  a 


fJffciK 


122 


CRYPTIC  MASOyRY. 


oonaiituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council,  its  representatives 
having  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  organization  of  that  body. 
The  proceedings  of  the  old  Grand  Council  from  1823  to 
1860  were  first  published  in  1874 ;  the  proceedings  of  the 
other  were  published  annually,  except  that  those  for  18-34 
to  1850  are  m  one  pamphlet ;  those  of  the  united  body  have 
been  printed  annually,  except  that  those  for  1862  to  1865 
are  in  one  pamphlet ;  all  those  up  to  1872  are  12mo.;  those 
since,  octavo. 

NORTH   CAROLINA. 

The  source  from  which  the  Rite  was  introduced  into  this 
State  is  not  absolutely  known,  but  there  is  no  reasonable 
doubt  that  the  first  Councils  in  the  State  were  organized 
under  the  authority  of  the  Southern  Supreme  Council. 

A  Grand  Council  was  organized  June  24th,  1822 ;  it  met 
again  in  1823,  and  adjourned  to  meet  in  convention  in  1824, 
to  act  finally  upon  a  resolution  (unanimously  adopted  by  it), 
to  place  the  Councils  under  the  government  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  then  to  dissolve  the  Grand  Council ;  it  is  un- 
certain whether  the  convention  met  or  not.  The  Grand 
Chapter,  in  1824,  sought  the  opinion  of  the  Deputy  General 
G.  H.  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  taking  control  of  the  Councils,  and  upon  receiving 
his  answer  in  1825,  decided  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  do  so. 
Whether  the  Grand  Council  met  after  1823,  is  not  known, 
but  it  soon  ceased  to  exist  and  was  forgotten,  and  all  its  sub- 
ordinates died  with  it.  The  discovery  of  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  1822  and  1823  gave  the  first  knowledge  of  the 
existence  of  this  Grand  Council  to  the  Companions  of  the 
present  day. 

In  18G0,  three  Councils  were  chartered  by  the  Su- 
preme Council  for  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  and  three 
representatives  met  and  formed  a  Grand  Council,  June  6th, 
1860  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  civil  war,  it  did  not  meet 
again  till  1866,  after  which  it  met  regularly  till  1883,  except 
in  1880.  In  1883,  it  formally  dissolved  and  turned  the  de- 
grees over  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  made  them  a  part 
of  its  series  of  degrees  to  be  conferred  after  ih&t  of  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master,  and  before  the  Royal  Arch ;  whether  these 
degrees  are  regarded  as  "  side  degrees,"  or  the  order  of  de- 
grees fixed  by  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  purposely  dis- 
regarded, is  not  known  to  the  writer.  In  all  Jurisdictions, 
except  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  whose  Grand  Chapters 
are  not  constituents  of   the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and 
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North  Carolina,  whose  Grand  Chapter  is  a  constituent  of 
that  Body,  these  degrees  are  conferred  only  on  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

The  proceedings  of  the  first  Grand  Council  and  of  1800  of 
the  later  one,  were  published  in  12rao.  or  IGmo.;  those  of 
1866  And  1867,  were  published  only  with  those  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  while  those  of  1868  were  also  published  separately. 
Comp.  R.  H.  Thomas,  reprinted  those  of  1860,  1866  and 
1868  ;  and  those  of  1822.  1823  and  1860,  are  reprinted  as  an 
appendix  to  those  of  1874. 

OHIO. 

Cross,  in  the  latter  part  of  1816,  conferred  the  Select  De- 
gree in  Ohio,  and  the  next  year  sent  the  Companions  a 
charter  for  a  Council  at  Chillicothe,  but  no  evidence  has 
been  found  to  show  that  they  organized  under  it. 

In  182i7  the  Grand  Council  of  New  York  chartered  a 
Council  at  Cleveland,  but  no  subsequent  mention  of  it  has 
been  found. 

In  1827  and  1828,  John  Barker,  as  agent  of  the  Southern 
Supreme  Council,  organized  Councils  in  Ohio ;  some  of  them 
have  become  extinct,  and  their  records  lost. 

Representatives  from  five  Councils,  undoubtedly  all  organ- 
ized by  Barker,  met  January  6th,  1830,  and  oi-ganized  a 
Grand  Council,  which  has  met  annually  since,  except  in 
1832,  1833  and  1851,  and  published  its  proceedings  regu- 
larly.    It  is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council. 

The  proceedings  to  1840,  inclusive,  are  quarto,  those  since, 
octavo ;  the  former  were  reprinted  in  1876  by  R.  H.  Thomas, 
in  quarto,  but  with  the  pages  so  made  up  as  to  be  trimmed 
for  octavo  ;  those  from  1841  to  1850  were  reprinted  in  1878 
by  Bro.  Staton. 

This  Grand  Council  has  over  fifty  Subordinates,  with  a 
total  membership  of  over  three  thousand. 

OREGON. 

On  September  1st,  1881,  the  General  Grand  Master  of  the 
General  Grand  Council,  granted  authority  to  Asa  H.  Hodson, 
to  assemble  not  less  than  five  R.  and  S.  Masters,  and  confer 
the  degrees  upon  not  exceeding  nine  Royal  Arch  Masons 
unanimously  approved  by  the  Companions  so  assembled,  to 
aid  in  the  formation  of  a  Council,  U.D.  The  reason  was  that 
it  was  impossible  to  get  together  in  that  State  nine  Com- 
pmions,  although  there  were  that  number  in  the  State.     At 
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the  same  time  a  dispensation^for  Pioneer  Council,  U.D.,  at 
McMinnville,  was  issued.  The  duty  imposed  by  the  com- 
mission was  duly  performed,  and  the  Council  organized. 

On  April  5th,  1882,  a  dispensation  was  issued  by  the  same 
authority  for  Oregon  Council,  at  Corvallis. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Grand  Council,  August  14th, 
1883,  Charters  were  granted  to  these  two  Councils,  as  well 
as  to  Washington  Council  No.  3,  at  East  Portland. 

Representatives  from  these  three  Councils  organized  the 
Grand  Council  of  Oregon,  February  3rd,  1885,  but  its  officers 
were  not  installed  and  the  organization  fully  completed  until 
May  11th,  1885.  It  has  met  annually  since,  and  of  course 
is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council. 

Its  proceedings  have  been  published  annually,  numbered 
in  parts  for  a  volume,  but  not  paged  consecutively. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  1847,  a  Grand  Council  was  formed  by  two  Pennsyl- 
vania Councils  and  a  Texas  Council. 

Its  record  was  not  preserved,  but  in  1860,  the  Grand  Re- 
corder found  detached  papers  relating  to  its  meetings  in 
1847, 1848,  1849, 1850  and  1851,  ^nd  entered  them  upon  its 
records.  After  1851,  it  languished,  and  it  is  said  that  in 
1854  ibS  officers  undertook  to  turn  over  the  degrees  to  the 
Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  but  their  action  was  not 
approved  by  the  Councils  whose  representatives  met  Decem- 
ber 30th,  1854,  and  reorganized  the  Grand  Council,  which 
has  met  annually  since.  It  is  not  a  constituent  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Council,  but  sustains  the  action  of  that  Body  in 
refusing  recognition  those  receiving  the  degrees  in  Chapters 
or  in  Councils  held  under  a  Chapter  Warrant  or  "  appurte- 
nant to  a  Chapt-dr." 

Pamphlets  in  relation  to  its  proceedings  were  published 
in  1856, 1858,  1860,  1864  and  1867.  Since  1869,  its  pro- 
ceedings have  been  printed  annually,  and  in  1872,  those 
from  its  organization  were  published  in  one  pamphlet,  but 
those  for  1872  were  paged  separately  from  those  of  the  pre- 
vious years. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

On  March  28th,  1818,  there  was  a  meeting  in  Masons* 
Hall,  Providence,  of  "  Royal  Arch  Masons,  who  have,  from 
time  to  time,  received  the  degree  of  Royal  Master."  They 
do  not  seem  to  have  organized  as  a  Council  formally,  but 
styled  themselves  a  Council.    At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held 
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May  19th,  1818,  it  was  voted  that  "the  degree  of  Select 
Master  be  attached  to  this  Council."  On  Septer«ber  27th, 
1819,  Jeremy  L.  Cross  gave  a  Charter,  "  without  expense," 
to  Providence  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  During 
the  anti-Masonic  storm,  it  became  dormant,  but  was  revived 
in  1841,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  worked  under  Cross's 
warrant,  being  entirely  independent  of  any  governing 
power. 

In  1847,  Pawtucket  Council  was  organized  by  the  Qrand 
Council  of  Massachusetts ;  and  in  1860,  Webb  Council,  at 
Warren,  was  chartered  by  the  Qrand  Council  of  Connecticut. 

In  1849,  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdic- 
tion issued  a  Charter  for  a  Lodge  of  Perfection  at  Newport, 
and  upon  this  Charter  was  endorsed  the  following  authority 
to  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master : — 

*'SUUM  CUIQUB. 

"Know  ye,  also,  that  we,  the  within  named  Supreme  Grand  Coun- 
cil, hereby  grant  unto  our  Lodge  of  Perfection  within  named,  full 
power  and  authority  to  open  and  hold,  whenever  neoessaty,  a  Oouncil 
of  "  Select  Masons  of  27,"  for  the  sole  purpose  of  initiating  any  of  the 
active  members  of  said  Lodge,  who  are  of  the  grade  of  "  Grand,  elect, 
perfect  and  sublime  Mason,    that  shall  petition  for  the  same,  and  be 
found  worthy,  into  the  degree  of  a  "  Select  Mason  of  27,"  and  the 
appendant  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Super-Excellent  Master  ;  and 
the  presiding  officers  for  the  time  being  of  the  Lodge  within  named, 
and  their  lawful  successors  in  office,  are  hereby  appointed  and  consti- 
tuted the  presiding  officers  of  such  Councils,  wherever  held,  and  are 
required  to  act  as  such,  taking  rank  and  discharging  the  duties  corres- 
ponding to  the  rank  and  duties  they  hold  and  ^charge  in  their  said 
Ix>dge.     And  the  said  Lodge  is  hereby  required  to  report  the  names  of 
all  brethren  thus  initiated  into  the  afore-named  degrees  in  its  annual 
returns  to  be  made  by  all  Lodges  of  Perfection  within  our  Jurisdiction. 
*'  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  signed  this,  our  special  Warrant,  and 
have  hereunto  affixed  the  Grand  Seal  of  our  illustrious  Order,  this  28th 
day  of  the  eighth  lunar  month,  called  Hesvan  Ano.  Heb.  6610,  Ano. 
Ress.  9386,  corresponding  to  the  third  day  of  November,  1860,  of  the 
Christian  era. 

"  Deus  meumque  jus. 

••  J.  J.  J.  GOURGAS, 
"  M.P.  Sov.  Grand  Commander,  33'.        [Seal.] 

"  ARCHIBALD  BULL, 
"Sov.  Grand  Inspector-general,  33*. 
"G.F.YATES, 
*'  M.  Ills.  Insp.  Lieut.  Grand  Commander." 

Thf^rA  was  no  mention  of  this  endorsement  in  the  record 
of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  no  return  of  the  work  done 
under  that  authority  was  made,  so  that  the  fact  of  its  exis- 
tence was  not  known  to  the  officers  of  the  Supreme  Council 
until  1870,  when,  immediately  upon  receiving  information 
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of  it,  the  Grand  Commander  suspended  the  authority,  which 
was  fully  revoked  at  the  next  session  (1870)  of  the  Su- 
preme Council.  The  Companions  immediately  applied  for 
and  received  a  Charter  for  De  Blois  Council  from  the  Grand 
Council. 

The  proper  officers  of  the  three  Councils  first  named,  took 
measures  in  1860  to  form  a  Grand  C  cil,  and  on  October 
30th,  1860,  the  organization  was  pe      .ted. 

It  has  met  annually  since  and  e„^  ^ys  a  good  degree  of 
prosperity.  It  is  not  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand 
Council. 

The  proceedings  have  been  published,  but  not  annually ; 
they  are  contained  in  six  pamphlets. 

SOUTH    CABOLINA. 

The  degrees  were  cultivated  in  South  Carolina,  or  at  least 
the  Select  Degree,  at  an  early  date,  as  hereinbefore  stated. 
In  consequence  of  the  authority  by  which  the  degrees  wfere 
conferred,  the  Grand  Council  system  was  not  recognized, 
but  the  Supreme  Council  was  regarded  as  the  lawful  govern- 
ing power.  Accordingly,  in  1858  and  1859,  nine  Councils 
were  chartered  by  that  body.  In  deference  to  the  usage  in 
other  jurisdictions,  the  Supreme  Council  waived  its.  claims, 
and  a  Grand  Council  was  formed  February  15th,  I860. 

In  1880  the  Grand  Council  adopted  the  "  Mississippi 
plan,"  but  upon  receiving  notice  of  the  organization  of  the 
General  Grand  Council,  it  re-organized  in  1881,  and  became 
a  constituent  of  that  body. 

It  met  in  1861,  but  the  record  was  lost.  It  did  not  meet 
again  until  1869.  Proceedings  published  biennially ;  those 
of  1860  published  only  with  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

TENNESSEE. 

This  Grand  Council  was  organized  October  13,  1847,  by 
two  Councils  chartered  by  the  Southern  Supreme  Council, 
two  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Kentucky,  and  one  holding  a 
dispensation  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Alabama.  It  has 
met  annually  since,  except  in  1862, 1863, 1864  and  1881.  It 
is  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Council.  Its  proceed- 
ing have  been  published  regularly,  except  that  1861  and 
1865  are  in  one  pamphlet,  as  well  as  those  for  1 879  and  1880. 
Up  to  1867  they  were  published  with  those  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter, except  in  1866. 
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TEXAS. 

A  Grand  Council  was  organized  June  24, 1856,  by  three 
Councils,  one  chartered  by  Alabama,  one  by  Kentucky,  and 
one  by  New  York  in  1847  ;  another  Council,  chartered  by 
Kentucky,  did  not  take  part  in  the  organization,  but  at  once 
gave  in  its  adhesion,  and  another  chartered  by  Alabama  had 
existed,  but  had  then  become  extinct.  It  met  annually  till 
1864,  when  it  disbanded,  and  turned  the  degrees  over  to  the 
Chapter. 

The  degrees  are  now  conferred  in  a  "  Council  appurtenant 
to  a  Chapter,"  and  only  on  Royal  Arch  Masons.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  a  Council  is  opened  under  the  Chapter  charter, 
precisely  as  if  the  Council  was  one  of  the  bodies  embraced 
in  the  Royal  Arch  system. 

Its  proceedings  for  1861  were  never  printed  or  recorded, 
those  for  1862, 1863  and  1864  are  printed  only  with  those 
of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  those  for  1865  were  re-printed  by 
R.  H.  Thomas,  in  1873. 

VERMONT. 

The  history  of  the  Rite  in  Vermont  is  of  great  interest, 
because  it  was  the  scene  of  the  operations  of  Cross,  after  his 
return  from  his  southern  trip,  when  he  first  commenced 
issuing  warrants  and  authorizing  others  to  issue  them. 

On  July  7th,  1817,  Cross  wrote  Eckel  that  he  had  granted 
a  warrant  for  a  Council  at  Windsor,  Vermont,  and  asked  for 
authority  to  continue  to  grant  them.  It  has  been  said  that 
he  conferred  the  degrees  in  1817  or  1818,  and  came  around 
the  year  after  and  gave  Charters ;  but  it  is  quite  certain 
that  he  issued  his  Charters  when  the  degrees  were  conferred, 
except  that  at  first  there  was  a  little  delay  while  the  Char- 
ters were  being  printed,  and  perhaps  while  he  was  waiting 
to  hear  from  Eckel.     The  following  is  a  copy : — 

''  To  all  whom  these  presents  may  come,  greeting. 

**  Knovr  ye,  that  by  the  high  power  in  me  vested  by  the  Thrice  11- 
lustriouB  and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Oouncil  of  Select  Masons 
held  at  the  City  of  Baltimore  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  North  America, 
I  do  hereby  constitute  and  empower  the  within  named  Companions, 
••  to  wit,  Benjamin  P.  Baldwin,  Timothy  P.  Bartholomew,  David 
Hartwell,  John  H.  Cotton,  Geo.  W.  Pritchard,  Thomas  Currier, 
Charles  Clark,  Nathaniel  Verback,  John  W.  Leslie,  and  others,  to  form 
themselves  into  a  regular  Council  of  Select  Masons.  And  I  do  appoint 
my  worthy  Companion,  John  H.  Cotton,  to  be  the  firat  thrice  Illustri- 
ous Grana  Master, ,  to  be  the  first  Illustrious  Deputy 

Grand  Master,  and  Benjamin  P.  Baldwin  to  be  Principal  Conductor, 
and  I  do  grant  them  full  power  with  their  constitutional  number  to 
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auemble,  open  and  confer  the  Degree  of  Select  MMtere,  and  do  all 
other  busincM  appertaming  to  ihe  degree,  for  which  thia  shall  be  their 
warrant,  until  revoked  by  the  Grand  Fuiaaant. 

"  And  I  further  direct  laid  Council  to  hold  ita  meetings  at  Bradford, 
Orange  County,  and  State  of  Vermont. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  Bradford  this  13th  Day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1817,  and  of  the  year  of  Discovery  2817. 

"  Jeremy  L,  Cboss. 

**  Deputy  Thrice  111.  in  the  Grand  Council.  " 

A  Companion  in  Vermont  wrote  in  1867,  that  Wilson,  the 
Masonic  lecturer,  told  him  that  some  question  arose  relative 
to  the  authority  of  Cross,  and,  after  some  delay,  he  com- 
menced giving  Charters,  as  he  said,  by  the  authority  of  a 
Mr.  Eckel,  of  Baltimore,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  who  said 
they  acted  under  powers  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

Cross  went  on  establishing  Councils,  and  John  H.  Cotton, 
by  authority  derived  from  Cross,  did  the  same,  until  a  Coun- 
cil had  been  organized  for  each  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters 
in  the  State,  nine  in  number.  Cotton  organized  one  at  Ben- 
nington, May  23rd,  1818,  the  Warrant  of  which  has  been 
preserved.  It  is  in  the  same  form  as  those  issued  by  Cross, 
except  that  Cotton  signs  it  as  "  Acting  Deputy  Puissant  in 
Grand  Council." 

"  To  all  whom  these  presents  may  come,  greetitig. 

"  Know  ye,  that  by  the  high  powers  in  me  vested  by  the  Thrice 
Illustrious  and  Grand  Puissant  in  the  Grand  Council  of  Select  Masters 
held  at  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  North 
America,  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  empower  the  within  named  Com- 

rrnions  to  form  themselves  into  a  regular  council  of  Select  Masters,  and 
do  appoint  my  worthy  companion  Samuel  S.  Young  to  be  first  Thrice 
Illustrious  Grand  Master,  Zacheus  Hovey  to  be  the  first  Illustrious 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Oliver  Abell,  to  be  the  Principal  Conductor, 
and  I  do  grant  them  full  pow«)i,  with  their  constitutional  number,  to 
assemble,  open  and  confer  the  Degree  of  Select  Master,  and  do  all 
other  business  appertaining  to  said  degree,  for  which  this  shall  be  their 
warrant,  until  revoked  by  the  Grand  Puissant.  And  1  do  further 
direct  said  Council  to  hold  its  meetings  at  Bennington,  Bennington 
County,  and  State  of  Vermont. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  Bennington,  this  twenty-third  day  of  May, 
A.D.  1818,  and  of  the  Discovery,  2818. 

"  John  H.  Cotton, 

"  Acting  Deputy  Puissant  in  Grand  CouncU." 

A  memorandum  containing  the  first  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  convention  held  in  Rutland,  Vermont,  July  7th, 
1821,  was  discovered  in  1878.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  that  time.  Three 
Councils  were  represented.    It  is  believed  that  the  object  of 
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the  convention  was  to  form  a  Grand  Council.  Whether  one 
was  formed  or  not,  is  not  known  ;  if  one  was  formed  it  was 
buried,  not  only  out  of  sight,  but  out  of  recollection  in  the 
anti-Masonic  crusade.  The  Councils,  however,  continued  to 
exist  till  from  1826  to  1828,  when  one  after  another  sus- 
pended. They  reorganized  themselves  in  1849  and  the  fol- 
lowing years,  and  worked  till  1854  under  their  original  war- 
rants and  subject  to  no  governing  head.  They  were  Select 
Councils.  Many  of  them  did  not  have  the  Royal  Degree 
till  after  the  reorganization,  and  some  of  thera  not  until 
the  formation  of  the  Grand  Council.  An  original  member 
of  the  Bennington  Council,  living  in  187G,  says  that  some- 
where between  1820  and  1823,  the  members  of  that  Coun- 
cil took  a  side  degree,  which  he  recognized  as  the  Royal  De- 
gree when  that  was  conferred  on  him,  when  the  Council  was 
reorganized  in  1849. 

The  Grand  Council  was  reorganized  August  1 0th,  1854,  by 
four  Councils,  although  it  was  assumed  in  1855  that  there 
were  then  in  existence  eight  Councils.  One  or  two  of  them, 
however,  were  still  dormant,  not  having  been  reorganized 
since  their  suspension  of  work. 

The  Grand  Council  has  met  annually,  except  in  1861 ;  it 
h  a  constituent  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  Its  proceed- 
ings have  been  published  regularly,  and  those  for  1854  have 
been  reprinted. 

VIRGINIA. 

In  December,  1817,  Cross  instituted  a  Council  of  Select 
Masters  at  Richmond,  and  the  following  month  one  at  Dura- 
fries.  In  1820,  James  Cushman  went  to  Virginia,  and,  under 
authority  from  Cross,  established  Councils  at  Portsmouth, 
Norfolk,  Lynchburg,  Petersburg,  Staunton,  Williamsburg 
and  Winchester.  The  Warrants  granted  by  Cross  were  of 
the  form  he  first  issued ;  it  is  presumed  that  those  issued  by 
Cushman  were  for  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters. 

On  December  20th,  1820,  a  Grand  Council  was  formed  ; 
notices  were  issued  for  a  meeting  in  1821,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  that  it  did  meet,  and  considerable  that  it  did 
not.  There  was  a  special  assembly  in  February,  1828, 
in  lieu  of  the  annual  meeting  in  December,  1827  ;  it  met 
again  in  1828  (^December),  and  in  1829  and  1830 ;  it  met 
again  in  1839,  apparently  for  the  first  time  in  ten  years ; 
and  again  in  1841,  when  it  turned  over  the  degrees  to  the 
Chapter,  dissolved  its  subordinates  and  itself.    The  Grand 
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Chapter  took  charge  of  ,he  degrees  and  confers  them  before 
the  Royal  Arch. 

The  proceedings  of  1820,  1828  to  1830  (in  one  pamphlet), 
and  1839,  were  published. 

The  degrees  were  turned  over  to  the  Chapter  under  the 
erroneous  belief  that  the  degrees  originated  only  in  Mary- 
land and  rightly  belonged  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that 
State ;  whereas  that  Grand  Chapter  had  not  recognized  them 
nvi']  J 824,  four  years  after  the  Grand  Council  of  Virginia 
haa  jB  jii  formed.  But  for  this  mistake,  caused  by  erroneous 
information,  it  is  believed  that  the  Grand  Council  system 
would  have  become  universal,  and  at  the  present  day  the 
degrees  would  not  be  conferred  under  any  other  authority. 

WISCONSIN. 

Th(!  '"^/f  "!  Council  was  organized  October  28th,  1857,  by 
three  Oounci.'.?,  -chartered  by  the  Grand  Council  of  Ohio.  It 
me(  ^'inrially,  .pt  in  1860,  until  it  undertook  to  dissolve 
on  >J.iich  'Itb  .  .w,  when  under  previous  arrangements 
with  the  Grand  vai,  .  "  .;  the  latter  took  charge  and  control 
of  the  degrees.  This  continued  till  1881,  when  a  Grand 
Council  was  organized  by  representatives  from  forty-nine 
Councils.  How  these  Councils  were  organized,  is  not  stated 
in  the  record.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  belonging  to  each  Chapter  were  called  a 
Council ;  and  that  the  new  organization  is  a  Grand  Council 
in  form  only,  and  is  a  mere  device  to  continue  the  confer- 
ring of  the  degrees  by  the  Chapters. 

The  General  Grand  Council  has  not  recognized  this  Grand 
Council  nor  its  representatives^  but  the  question  concerning 
its  legal  itatus  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence with  instructions  to  report  at  the  assembly  in  1889. 

Proceedings  to  1875  inclusive,  were  published  in  six 
pamphlets,  each  containing  proceedings  for  from  two  to  four 
years ;  those  for  1878  and  1881  are  published  only  with 
those  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

The  Royal  Degree— Its  Officers  and  Colours— The  Lroend 
AND  Symbolism  of  the  Deorbe. 

COUNCIL  of  Royal  Masters,  under  the  Ameri- 
can Rite,  consists  of  eight  officers,  viz, :  A 
Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master,  representing 
Solomon,  King  of  Israel ;  Illustrious  Hiram  of 
Tyre  ;  and  Adoniram,  Chief  of  the  Fellow  Crafts, 
who,  after  the  death  of  the  Builder,  was  promoted  to  the 
position  o'  Principal  Conductor  of  the  Works ;  Master  of 
the  Exchequer  ;  Master  of  Finances  ;  Captain  of  the  Guard  ; 
Conductor  of  the  Council ;  Steward.  In  the  Canadian  Rite 
the  officers  are  a  Thrice  Illustrious  Master ;  Deputy  Master ; 
Principal  Conductor  of  the  Works ;  Chaplain  ;  Treasurer  ; 
Recorder ;  Master  of  Ceremonies ;  Captain  of  the  Guard  ; 
Conductor ;  Organist ;  Stewards  and  a  Sentinel. 

The  degi'ee  of  Royal  Master,  as  well  as  the  others  in  this 
system,  is  only  conferred  on  those  who  have  passed  through 
the  mystic  and  impressive  ceremonials  of  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch.  The  Royal  degree  is  the  eighth  degree  of  the  Ameri- 
can Rite,  and  the  first  of  the  degrees  conferred  in  a  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  The  Council  Chamber,  or 
place  of  meeting,  represents  the  private  apartment  of  Solo- 
mon, King  of  Israel,  wherein  he  conferred  with  his  two  col- 
leagues, while  the  Temple  was  being  erected.  When  initia- 
ted, a  candidate  is  said  to  be  "  honoured  with  the  degree  of 
a  Royal  Master."  The  symbolic  colours  of  a  Royal  Master 
are  black  and  red.  The  black  is  significant  of  the  gi-ief  of 
the  Craft  for  the  loss  of  their  Operative  Grand  Master ;  the 
red,  of  his  blood  which  was  shed  in  defence  of  his  integrity 
The  apron  of  a  Royal  Master  is  black,  lined  and  edged  with 
red,  triangular  in  form  in  allusion  to  the  sacred  delta.  The 
legend  on  which  the  degree  is  founded.  Masonic  tradition 
tells  us,  arose  at  the  building  of  that  great  Temple,  when 
Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  and  Hiram 
Abif  met  together  and  resolved  that  all  those  Master  Masons 
who,  by  their  industry,  skill,  and  fidelity  in  their  search 
after  Truth,  should  be  rewarded  by  imparting  to  them  The 
Word. 
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An  able  exposition  of  the  history  of  the  Royal  Degree  by 
Dr.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  in  his  Lexicon  of  Masonry,  states 
that : 

"  The  eyents  recorded  in  this  dejpree,  looking  at  them  in  a  legend- 
ary point  of  view,  muat  have  occurred  at  the  building  of  the  first 
Temple,  and  during  that  brief  period  of  time  after  the  death  of  the 
Builder  which  is  embraced  between  the  discovery  of  his  body  and  its 
'  Masonic  interment.'  In  all  the  initiations  into  the  mysteries  of  the 
ancient  world,  there  was,  as  it  is  well  known  to  scholars,  a  legend  of 
the  violent  death  of  some  distinguished  personage,  to  whose  memory 
the  particular  mystery  was  consecrated,  of  the  concealment  of  the 
body,  and  of  its  subsequent  discovery.  That  part  of  the  initiation 
which  referred  to  the  concealment  of  the  body  was  called  the  Alpha- 
ninm^  from  a  Greek  verb  which  signifies  '  to  conceal,'  and  that  part 
which  referred  to  the  subsequent  finding  was  called  the  euresity  from 
another  Greek  verb  which  signifies  '  to  discover.'  It  is  impossible  to 
avoid  seeing  the  coincidences  between  the  system  of  initiation  and 
that  practised  in  the  Masonry  of  the  third  degree.  But  the  ancient 
initiation  was  not  terminated  by  the  eurei>is,  or  discovery.  Up  to  that 
point  the  ceremonies  had  been  funereal  and  lugubrious  in  their  char- 
acter. But  now  they  were  changed  from  wailing  to  rejoicing.  Other 
ceremonies  were  performed  by  which  the  restoration  of  the  personage 
to  life,  or  his  apotheosis,  or  change  to  immortality,  was  represented, 
and  then  came  the  autopsy,  or  illumination  of  the  neophyte,  when  he 
was  invested  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  religious  doctrines  which 
it  was  the  object  of  the  ancient  mysteries  to  teach — when,  in  a  word, 
he  was  instructed  in  divine  truth.  Now,  a  similar  course  is  pursued 
in  Masonry.  Here  also  there  is  an  illumination,  a  symbolic  teaching, 
or,  as  we  call  it,  an  investiture  with  that  which  is  the  representative 
of  Divine  truth.  The  communication  to  the  candidate,  in  the  Mas- 
ter's degree,  of  that  which  is  admitted  to  be  merely  a  representation 
of,  or  a  substitution  for,  that  symbol  of  Divine  truth  (the  search  for 
which,  under  the  name  of  the  True  Word,  makes  so  important  a  part 
of  the  degree,  how  imperfect  it  may  be  in  comparison  with  that  more 
thorough  knowledge  which  only  future  researches  can  enable  the 
Master  Mason  to  attain),  constitutes  the  autopsy  of  the  third  degree, 
Now,  the  principal  event  recorded  in  the  legend  of  the  Royal  Master, 
the  interview  between  Adoniram  and  his  two  Royal  Masters,  is  to  be 
placed  precisely  at  that  juncture  of  time  which  is  between  the  euresis, 
or  discovery,  in  the  Master  Mason's  degree  and  the  autopsy,  or  in- 
vestiture with  the  great  secret.  It  occurred  between  the  discovery  by 
means  of  the  sprig  of  acacia  and  the  final  interment.  It  was  at  the 
time  when  Solomon  and  his  colleague,  Hiram  of  Tyre,  were  in  pro- 
found consultation  as  to  the  mode  of  repairing  the  loss  which  they 
then  supposed  had  befallen  them.  We  must  come  to  this  conclusion, 
because  there  is  abundant  reference,  both  in  the  organized  form  of  the 
Council  and  in  the  ritual  of  the  degree,  to  the  death  as  an  event  that 
had  already  occurred  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  while  it  is  evident  that 
Solomon  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  failure  to  recover,  on 
the  person  of  the  Builder,  that  which  had  been  lost,  there  is  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  well  known  suhstitutioti  which  was  made  at  the 
time  of  the  interment.  If,  therefore,  as  is  admitted  by  all  Masonic 
ritualists,  the  substitution  was  precedent  and  preliminary  to  the  estab. 
lishment  of  the  Master  Mason  s  degree,  it  is  evident  that  at  the  tim« 
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that  the  degree  of  Royal  Master  is  said  to  have  been  founded  in  the 
ancient  Temple,  by  our  '  first  Most  Excellent  Grand  Master,'  all  per- 
sons presnnt,  except  the  first  and  second  officers,  must  have  been 
merely  Fellow  Graft  Masons.  In  compliance  with  this  tradition, 
therefore,  a  Royal  Master  is,  at  this  day,  supposed  to  represent  a 
Fellow  Craft  in  the  search,  and  making  his  demand  for  that  reward 
which  was  to  elevate  him  to  the  rank  of  a  Master  Mason.  If  from  the 
legendary  history  we  proceed  to  the  symbolism  of  the  degree,  we  shall 
find  that,  brief  and  simple  as  are  the  ceremonies,  they  present  the  great 
Masonic  idea  of  the  labourer  seeking  for  his  reward.  Throughout  all 
the  symbolism  of  MtMonry,  from  the  first  to  the  last  degree,  the 
search  for  The  Word  has  been  considered  but  as  a  symbolic  expression 
for  the  search  after  Truth.  The  attainment  of  this  truth  has  always 
been  acknowledged  to  be  the  great  object  and  design  of  all  Masonic 
labour.  Divine  truth — the  knowledse  of  God— concealed  in  the  old 
Kabbalistic  doctrine,  under  the  symool  of  his  inefiable  name — and 
typified  in  the  Masonic  system  under  the  mystical  expression  of  the 
True  Word,  is  the  reward  proposed  to  every  Mason  who  has  faith- 
fully wrought  his  task.  It  is,  in  short,  the  '  Master's  wages. '  Now, 
all  this  is  beautifully  symbolized  in  the  degree  of  Royal  Master.  The 
reward  has  been  promised,  and  the  time  had  now  come,  as  Adoniram 
thought,  when  the  promise  was  to  be  redeemed,  and  the  true  word — 
Divine  'Truth — was  to  be  imparted.  Hence,  in  the  person  of  Adoni- 
ram, or  the  Royal  Master,  we  see  symbolized  the  Speculative  Mason, 
who,  having  laboured  to  complete  his  spiritual  temple,  comes  to  the 
Divine  Master  that  he  may  receive  his  reward,  and  that  his  labour 
may  be  consummated  by  the  acquisition  of  Truth.  But  the  temple 
that  he  had  been  building  is  the  temple  of  this  life — that  first  temple 
which  must  be  destroyed  by  death  that  the  second  temple  of  the  future 
life  may  be  built  on  its  foundations.  And  in  this  first  temple  the 
Truth  cannot  be  found.     We  must  be  contented  with  its  substitute. " 


pro- 

they 

wion, 

of  the 

that 

that 


cj5r, 


Iliii 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  Select  Deorek— Its  Officbks  and  Colouks— The  Legend  and 
Symbolism  ok  the  Degree. 

HE  Degree  of  Select  Master,  the  second  in  tlie  se- 
ries of  the  Cryptic  Rite,  is  the  ninth  degree  in 
the  American  System,  conferred  in  a  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters.  Many  of  the  Coun- 
cils in  the  United  States  make  the  Select  the  last  of  the 
two  degrees  conferred,  while  we  in  Canada  add  the  Super 
Excellent.  'I'he  officers  of  the  Degree  consist  of  a  Thrice 
Illustrious  Master ;  Illustrious  Hiram  of  Tyre ;  Principal 
Conductor  of  the  Works.  These  three  represent  respectively 
the  three  Grand  Mastsrs  of  the  first  Temple.  The  other  offi- 
cers are  the  Treasurer,  the  Recorder,  the  Captain  of  the 
Guards,  the  conductor  of  the  Council,  and  Steward.  The 
colours  of  the  degree  are,  like  those  of  a  Royal  Master,  black 
and  red,  the  symbolism,  however,  being  different.  The  black 
is  significant  of  silence,  secrecy  and  darkness,  in  which  the 
Select  Masters,  perform  their  labours ;  and  the  red,  of  their 
fervency  and  zeal.  The  apron  and  collar  of  a  Select  Master 
should  be  black,  lined  and  edged  with  red.  As  in  the  Royal 
Degi-ee,  the  apron  should  be  triangular  in  form,  in  allusion 
to  the  sacred  delta.  In  some  Councils  it  is  decorated  with 
nine  stars,  three  placed  within  each  angle  of  the  apron,  and 
in  the  centre  the  letters  L.*.  8.".  The  jewel  of  a  Select  Mas- 
ter is  a  silver  trowel  within  a  triangle  of  the  same  metal, 
and  this  is  worn  suspended  from  the  collar  by  every  officer 
and  member.  A  candidate  is  said  to  be  "  chosen  as  a  Select 
Master."  A  Council  consists  of  twenty-seven  members, 
neither  more  nor  less.  Nine  members,  however,  in  Council 
assembled  may  proceed  with  business.  Dr.  Mackey,  in  his 
Lexicon,  in  writing  the  history  of  this  Degree  says  : — 

"  The  historical  object  of  the  degree  is  to  commemorate  the  deposit 
of  an  important  secret  or  treasure  which,  after  the  preliminary  prepa- 
rations, is  said  to  have  been  made  by  Hiram  Abif.  The  place  of  meet- 
ing represents  a  secret  vault  beneath  the  Temple.  A  controversy  has 
sometimes  arisen  among  ritualists  as  to  whether  the  degree  of  Select 
Master  should  precede  or  follow  that  of  Royal  Master  in  the  order  of 
conferring.    But  the  arrangement  now  existing,  by  which  the  Royal 
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Master  is  made  the  first  and  the  Select  Master  the  second  degree  of 
Cryptic  Masonry,  has  been  very  generally  accepted,  and  this  for  the 
best  of  reasons.  It  is  true  that  the  circumstances  referred  to  in  the 
degree  of  Roval  Master  occurred  during  a  period  of  time  which  lies 
between  the  death  of  the  Chief  Builder  of  the  Temple  and  the  comple- 
tion of  the  edifice,  while  those  referred  to  in  the  degree  of  Select  Mas- 
ter occurred  anterior  to  the  Builder's  death.  Hence,  in  the  order  of 
time,  the  events  commemorated  in  the  Select  Master's  Desree  took 
place  anterior  to  those  which  are  related  in  the  degree  of  Royal  Master ; 
although  in  Masonic  sequence  the  latter  degree  is  conferred  before  the 
former.  This  apparent  anachronism  is,  however,  reconciled  by  the 
explanation  that  the  secrets  of  the  Select  Master's  Degree  were  not 
brought  to  lisht  until  long  after  the  existence  of  the  Royal  Master's 
Dagree  had  been  known  and  recognized.  In  other  words,  to  speak 
only  from  the  traditional  point  of  view.  Select  Masters  had  been  desig- 
nated, had  performed  the  task  for  which  they  had  been  selected,  and 
had  closed  tneir  labours,  without  ever  being  openly  recognized  as  a  class 
in  the  Temple  of  Solomon.  The  business  in  which  they  were  engaged 
was  a  secret  one.  Their  occupation  and  their  existence,  according  to 
the  legend,  were  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  Craft  in  the  first 
Temple.  The  Royal  Master's  Degree,  on  the  contrarv,  as  there  was 
no  reason  for  concealment,  was  publicly  conferred  and  acknowledged 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  coastruction  of  the  Temple  of  Solomon  : 
whereas  the  degree  of  Select  M  ister,  and  the  important  incidents  on 
which  it  was  founded,  are  not  supposed  to  have  been  revealed  to  the 
Craft  until  the  building  of  the  temple  of  Zerubbabel.  Hence  the  Royal 
Master's  Degree  should  always  be  conferred  anterior  to  that  of  the  Sel- 
ect Master.  The  proper  juriudiction  under  which  these  degrees  should 
be  pla<^eH,  whether  under  Chapters  and  to  be  conferred  preparatory  to  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree,  or  under  Councils  and  to  be  conferred  after  it,  has 
excited  discussion.  The  former  usage  prevails  in  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
but  the  latter  in  all  the  other  States.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these 
degrees  belonged  originally  to  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  and 
were  conferred  as  honorary  degrees  by  the  Inspectors  of  that  Rite. 
This  authority  and  jurisdiction  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Rite  continued  to  claimuntil  the  year  1 870 ;  although, 
through  negligence,  the  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  some 
of  the  States  had  been  placed  under  the  control  of  independent  juris- 
dictions called  Grand  Councils.  Like  all  usurped  authority,  however, 
this  claim  of  the  State  Grand  Councils  does  not  seem  to  have  ever  been 
universally  admitted,  or  to  have  been  very  firmly  established.  Re- 
peated attempts  have  been  made  to  take  the  degrees  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Councils  and  to  place  them  in  the  Chapters,  there  to  be  conferred  as 
preparatory  to  the  Royal  Arch.  The  General  Grand  Chapter,  in  the 
triennial  session  of  1847,  adopted  a  resolution  grantini;  this  permission 
to  all  Chapters  in  State  where  no  Grand  Councils  exist.  Bat,  seeing 
the  manifest  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  such  a  measure,  at  the  fol- 
lowing session  of  1850,  it  refused  to  take  any  action  on  the  subj  ect  of 
the  degrees.  In  1853  it  disclaimed  all  control  over  them,  and  forbade 
the  Chapters  under  its  jurisdiction  to  confer  them.  As  far  as  regards 
the  interference  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  question 
was  set  at  rest  in  1870  by  the  Mother  Council,  which,  at  its,  that 
session  at  Baltimore,  formally  reliqunished  all  further  control  over 
them." 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  Super-Exokllbnt  Deoreb— Thb  Offiobrs  and  Colo 
Leubnd  and  Symbousm  or  the  Dborbe. 


-The 


^HE  Super- Excellent  Degree  has,  in  reality,  no 
claim  to  rank  with  those  in  the  Cryptic  system. 
Its  symbolism  and  history  are  foreign  to  the  de- 
grees of  Royal  and  Select  Master.  Its  intro- 
duction into  some  of  the  American  Councils  evoked  consid- 
erable opposition,  and  even  its  addition  to  the  list  of  degrees 
g'lven  in  Canada  was  bv  some  considered  inopportune.  A 
ouncil  of  Super-Excellent  Masters  consists  of  eleven  ofH- 
cers,  viz.: 

Most-Excellent  King,  representing  Zedediah,  the  twen- 
tieth and  last  king  of  Judah ;  Companion  Oedelia^  repre- 
senting Gedeliah,  the  son  of  Pashur,  one  of  2  Mah's 
princes ;  the  First  Keeper  of  the  Temple ;  the  Secouu  -aeper 
of  the  Temple ;  Captain  of  the  Guards ;  First  Herald ; 
Second  Herald ;  Third  Herald ;  Treasurer ;  Secretary.  The 
degree  was  originally  an  "  honorary,"  "  complimentary,"  or 
"  side  degree  "  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
Dr.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  in  his  Lexicon,  writes,  concerning  this 
degree,  that  it  was : — 

"A  degree  which  was  ori({inaIly  an  honorary  or  side  degree  confer- 
red by  the  Inspectors  General  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Bite  at  Charleston.  It  has  since  been  introduced  into  some  of  the 
Royal  and  Select  Councib  of  the  United  States,  and  there  conferred 
as  an  additional  degree.  This  innovation  on  the  regular  series  of 
Cryptic  degrees — with  which  it  actually  has  no  historical  connection — 
met  with  great  opposition ;  so  that  the  convention  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  which  met  at  New  York  in  June,  1873,  resolved  to  place  it 
in  the  category  of  an  honorary  degree,  which  might  or  might  not  be 
conferred  at  the  option  of  a  Council,  but  not  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
Rite  Although  this  body  had  no  dogmatic  authority,  its  decision  will 
doubtless  have  some  influence  in  settling  the  question.  The  degree  is 
simply  an  enlargement  of  that  part  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  Royal 
Arch  which  refer  to  the  Temple  destruction.  To  that  place  it  belongs, 
if  it  belongs  anywhere,  but  has  no  more  to  do  with  the  ideas  inculcated 
in  Crjptio  Masonry  than  have  any  of  the  degrees  lately  invented  for 
modem  secret  societies.  Whence  the  degree  originally  sprang,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell.  It  could  hardly  have  had  its  birth  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  ;  at  least  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  known  to  Euro- 
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pean  writeri.  Neither  Oadioke  nor  Lenning  mention  it  in  their  En- 
eydopwdia ;  nor  ii  it  found  in  the  catalogue  of  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred degree!  given  hj  Thonr  in  his  Acta  Latomontm ;  nor  does  Ragon 
allude  to  it  in  his  Tuileiir  OenertU,  although  he  has  there  given  a  list  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  degrees  or  modifications  of  the  Master. 
Oliver,  it  is  true,  speaks  of  it,  but  he  evidently  derived  his  knowledge 
from  an  American  source.  It  may  have  been  manufactured  in  America, 
and  possibly  by  some  of  those  ensaaed  in  founding  the  Scottish  Rite. 
The  only  copy  that  I  ever  saw  of  the  original  ritual,  which  is  still  in 
my  possession,  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Alexander  McDonald,  a  very 
intelligent  and  enthusiastic  Mason,  who  was  at  one  time  the  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  SouUiem  Jurisdiction. 
The  Masonic  lesend  of  the  degree  of  Supor-Exoellent  Master  refers  to 
circumstances  which  occurred  on  the  last  day  of  the  siege  of  Jerusalem 
by  Nebuzaradan,  the  captain  of  the  Chaldean  army,  who  had  been  sent 
by  Nebuchadnezzar  to  destroy  the  citv  and  Temple,  as  a  just  punish- 
ment of  the  Jewish  king,  Zedekiah,  for  his  perfidy  and  rebellion.  It 
occupies,  therefore,  precisely  that  point  of  time  which  is  embraced  in 
that  part  of  the  RoyalArch  degree  which  represents  the  destruction 
of  the  Temple,  and  the  carrying  of  the  Jews  into  captivity  to  Babylon. 
It  is,  in  fact,  an  exemplification  and  extension  of  that  part  of  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  As  to  the  symbolic  design  of  the  degree  it  is  very 
evident  that  its  legend  and  ceremonies  are  intended  to  inculcate  that 
important  Masonic  virtue — fidelity  to  vows.  Zedekiah,  the  wicked 
king  of  Judah,  is,  by  the  modem  ritualists  who  have  symbolized  the 
degree,  adopted  very  appropriately  as  the  symbol  of  perfidy  ;  and  the 
severe,  but  well-deserved,  punishment  which  was  inflicted  on  him  by 
the  king  of  Babylon,  is  set  forth  in  the  lecture  as  a  great  moral  lesson, 
whose  object  is  to  warn  the  recipient  of  the  fatal  effects  that  will  ensue 
from  a  violation  of  his  saore  J  obligations." 


CHAPTER  XV. 


Thk  CKYPriiJ  Rite  in  Canada— The  Wareant  of  Authorization- 
Tub  First  SuB>RoiNii  e  and   First  Grand  Council. 


>T  is  a  matter  of  considerable  'Inubt  as  to  the  date 
at  which  the  Royal  and  Select  J)egrees  were 
first  introduced  into  British  Nortii  America. 
Curiously  enough  a  St.  John  newspaper,  of  the 
year  1828,  contains  the  following  notice : — "  A  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  will  be 
held  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  7 
o'clock."  Now,  none  of  the  Cryptic  Companions  of  our 
Eastern  Province  knew  anything  of  this  organization,  al- 
though it  is  stated  and  admitted  that  one  Samuel  Kidder,  a 
Companion  from  the  United  States,  had  the  degrees  and 
travelled  through  New  Brunswick  as  a  lecturer,  in  the  year 
1826.  Perhaps  some  day  this  slender  paragraph  may  de- 
velop, and  we  may  be  able  to  give  an  antiquity  to  the  Cryptic 
degrees  in  Canada  that  at  this  writing  cannot  be  claimed 
for  them. 

The  honour  of  having  introduced  the  degrees  of  the 
Council  into  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  belongs  pre-eminently 
to  our  esteemed  Companion,  Hon.  Robert  Marshall,  of  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick.  In  the  year  1866  he  had  !he  degrees 
of  Royal,  Select  and  Super-Excellent  Master  conferred  upon 
him  in  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  at  Baltimore, 
U.S.,  with  the  view  of  establishing  the  Rite  in  the  Domin- 
ion. Companion  Marshall  opened  three  Councils,  St.  John 
Council,  No.  1;  New  Brunswick  Council,  No.  2;  Carleton 
Council,  No.  3 ;  under  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  State  of  Maine,  dated  18th  May,  18G7.  This  warrant  of 
authorization  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  Grand  Council  of  Maine, 

[L.S.]  "  Office  of  the  Grand  Council, 

"  Saco,  Me.,  29th  July,  1867. 

"  I  hereby  authorize  and  appoint  Companion  Robert  Marshall,  of 
St.  John,  N.B.,  to  constitute  the  three  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  at  St.  John,  which  were  chartered  May  8th,  1867,  by  the 
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Grand  Council  of  Maine.    Also,  to  instal  the  officers  of  said  Councils, 
and  to  give  such  instructions  as  the  good  of  the  Order  may  require. 

"[Signed]  Edward  P.  Burnham, 

"Grand  Master." 

On  Wednesday,  the  loth  of  August,  1867,  a  convocation 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  New  Brunswick  was  called 
to  meet  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  St.  John,  N.B.,  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters. 
There  were  present,  Gordon  R.  Garden,  33",  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Maine,  and  the  following  officers  and  members  of 
the  three  Canadian  Councils — From  St.  John  Council  No.  1 
— Illustrious  Companions  M.  S.  Hall,  John  D.  Short,  James 
Gordon  Forbes,  John  MuUin,  and  Comp.  Edward  Willis. 
From  New  Brunswick  Council — Illustrious  Companions 
Robert  Marshall,  D.  R.  Munro,  Thomas  H.  Keohan,  G.  H. 
Wliiting,  and  Henry  Brown.  From  Carleton  Council  No.  3 
— Illustrious  Companions  J.  V.  Ellis,  E.  J.  Wetmore,  C. 
Ketchum  and  Henry  Card.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Illus- 
trious Companion  John  V.  Ellis,  with  Illustrious  Companion 
D.  R.  Munro  as  Recorder.  Illustrious  Companion  Marshall 
explained  the  object  of  the  meeting,  showing  the  desirability 
of  having  a  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
established  in  New  Brunswick.  He  referred  at  length  to 
the  kindness  of  M.  111.  Companion  Timothy  G.  Murray, 
P.  G.  M.,  Edward  P.  Burnham,  Grand  Master,  and  Ira  Berry, 
Giand  Recordei-  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Maine,  in  forward- 
ing his  views  tending  to  the  organization  of  Councils  in 
Canada,  and  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  in  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
Maine,  in  reference  to  the  Grand  Council  which  was  now 
about  to  be  established.  He  spoke  of  the  constituted  author- 
ity under  which  he  was  acting,  and  which  has  already  been 
given,  and  of  the  fraternal  spirit  evinced  by  the  officers  and 
Illustrious  Companions  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Maine.  He 
said  that  as  the  Councils  already  established  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, had,  by  resolution,  empowered  their  Illustrious  Mas- 
ters to  confer  with  delegates  from  the  respective  Councils, 
in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Council,  he 
would,  having  the  good  of  the  Order  at  heart,  approve  of 
any  steps  tending  to  the  establishment  of  a  Supreme  body 
for  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick.  On  motion  of  Right 
111.  Comp.  J.  G.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Right.  111.  Comp.  E.  J. 
Wetmore,  it  was  resolved  "  that  a  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  for  New  Brunswick  be  formed,  agreeably 
to  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  the  dele^tes  appointed 
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by  St.  John  Council,  No.  1 ;  New  Brunswick  Council, 
No.  2  ;  Carleton  Council,  No.  3  ;  and  further  resolved  that 
the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  that  Past  Grand  Master  Gordon  R.  Garden 
act  as  President  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  that  the  officers 
be  elected  by  ballot."  This  resolution  having  been  carried, 
the  Companions  proceeded  to  select  those  who  were  to  gov- 
ern the  first  Grand  Council  of  the  Cryptic  Rite,  which  had 
been  formed  in  the  Dominion,  with  the  following  result : — 

Most  Illustrious  Companion  Robert  Marshall,  Most  Puissant 

Grand  Master  for  New  Brunswick. 
Right  Illustrious  Companion  John  V.  Ellis,  Right  Puissant 

Grand  Master. 
Right  Illustrious  Companion  J.  G.  Forbes,  Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
Right  Illustrious  Companion  D.  R.  Munro,  Grand  Recorder. 
Right  Illustrious  Companion  John  Mullin,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Right  Illustrious  Companion  William  Donald,  D.D.,  Com- 
panion George  J.  Caie,  Grand  Chaplains. 
Right  Illustrious  Companion  Thomas  H.  Keohan,    Grand 

Captain  of  the  Guard. 
Very  Illustrious  Companion  M.  S.  Hall,  Grand  Director  of 

Ceremonies. 
Very  Illustrious  Companion  Edward  Jesse  Wetmore,  Grand 

Conductor. 
Very  Illustrious   Companion   George   H.  Whiting,   Grand 

Steward. 
Very  Illustrious  Companion  Henry  Card,  Grand  Organist. 
Very  Illustrious  Companion  Henry  Brown,  Grand  Sentinel. 

After  consultation,  a  constitution  was  submitted  and 
adopted.  Grand  officers  were  duly  installed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention,  Gordon  R.  Garden,  and  the  Grand 
Council  was  duly  constituted  as  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  of  New  Brunswick,  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  Past  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master,  T.  J.  Mur- 
ray, Most  Puissant  Grand  Master,  E.  P.  Burnham,  Illustrious 
Companion  Ira  Berry,  Grand  Recorder  and  officers  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Maine,  and  to  Most  Illustrious  Companion 
G.  R.  Garden,  P.  G.  M.,  for  their  courtesy  and  kindness  to 
the  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  New  Brunswick.  The  con- 
vocation closed  with  the  appointment  of  M.  I.  Comp.  G.  R. 
Garden,  as  representative  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick  at  the  Grand  Council  of  Maine,  and  thus  ended 
the  inaugural  meeting  of  t.he  Cryptic  Rite  in  the  Dominion. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  Second  Annual  Assembly  of   The  Grand  Council  of  Ntw 
Brunswick — The  Proceedings — The  Success  of  the  Rite. 


|N  the  12th  of  August,  1868,  the  New  Brunswick 
Companions  again  assembled  in  Grand  Council, 
at  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  St.  John. 
The  Grand  Master,    M.  P.  Companion  Robert 
Marshall,  presided,  and  welcomed  the  Illustrious  Compan- 
ions in  an  able  address,  in  which  he  said  that  he  met  them 
on  this  thtir  tirst  anniversary,  under  circumstances  so  fav- 
ourable "  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  '  standards  ' 
of  our  beautiful  Rite  are  now  permanently  planted  in  this 
Dominion  ;  a  country,  while  yet  j'oung  in  years,  is  full  of 
promise  of  a  glorious  Masonic  future,  side  by  side  with  that 
great  nation,  where  our  honoured  institution,  '  that  beauti- 
ful system  of  morality  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated  by 
symbols,'  has  been   so  religiously  fostered  and  protected." 
He  deemed  it  a  privilege  to  be  able,  on  that  day,  to  extend 
warm  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  shown 
himself,  as  well  as  the  zeal  and  interest  the  Companions  had 
manifested  in  the  Rite,  for  without  "  united  and  determined 
co-operation,"  they  could  not  "  have  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing, on  so  firm  and  lasting  a  basis,  in  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada," a  Rite   "  that   holds   a  most  prominent  place  in  our 
glorious  system  of  Masonry."    That  Institution  which  has, 
ever  since  it  assumed  a  speculative  character,  been  recognized 
as  "  a  system  in  sublimity  unequalled  by  any  human  insti- 
tution, and  excelled  alone  by  the  Christian  religion."     He 
alluded  to  the  appointment  of  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master 
G.  R.  Garden,  as  representative   of  the   Grand  Council  of 
New  Brunswick,  near  the  Grand  Council  ot  Maine,  and  stated 
that  he  had  conferred  on  that  distinguished  M.  111.  Compan- 
ion the  rank  of  Past  Puissant  Grand  Master,  and  that  his 
action  had  been  received  in  the  most  fraternal  spirit  by  the 
Grand  Council  of  Maine.      The   Grand   Master  informed 
Grand  Council  that  he  had,  in  accordance  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  Grand  Council,  appointed  eminent  and  distinguished 
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Companions  to  represent  the  Grand  Council  near  the  difter- 
ent  Grand  Councils  of  the  United  States,  The  concluding 
.  paragraph  in  the  address  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
panions to  the  fact  that  a  convention  of  Cryptic  Masons  was 
to  meet  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  September,  to  take  into  consid- 
eration matters  in  connection  with  Cryptic  Masonry,  partic- 
ularly with  a  view  to  bring  about  uniformity  as  to  the 
order  of  conferring  the  degrees,  the  titles  of  each  Grand  and 
subordinate  officer's  ritual  and  work,  as  well  as  to  devise 
measures  in  conjunction  with  the  Grand  Conclave  of  Knights 
Templars  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  United  States,  which  were  to  meet  in  St. 
Louis  at  the  same  time,  so  +.hat  in  future  the  "  Cryptic  de- 
grees" should  be  a  pre-requis  ite  for  the  commanding  degrees. 
Further,  that  to  support  any  movement  calculated  to  effect 
results  so  desirable  for  the  Rite,  delegates  should  be  appoint- 
ed to  attend  the  Convention.  The  suggestion  of  the  Grand 
Master  was  approved  of,  and  delegates  were  appointed.  The 
usual  routine  business  was  disposed  of,  after  which  the  Grand 
Officers  were  elected  and  appointed  as  follow  : — 

M.  I.  Companion   Robert  Marshall,   St.  John,  M.  P.  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  John  E.  Ellis,  Carleton,  Deputy  P.  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion   J.   D.   Short,  St.  John,  Right   P.  Grand 

Master. 
R.  1.  Companion  Hy.    Leonard,    Carleton,   Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  Jno.  Mullin,  St.  John,  Grand  Master. 
R.  I.  Companion,  D.  R.  Munro,  Portland,  Grand  Recorder. 
R.  L  Companion  Rev.  Wm.  Donald,  D.D.,  St,  John,  Grand 

Chaplain. 
R.  L  Companion  Rev.  G.   J.    Caie,  Portland,   N.B.   Grand 

Chaplain. 
R.  I.  Companion  Thos.  H.  Keohan,  St.  John,  Grand  Captain 

of  the  Guard. 
V.  L  Companion  Robt.  Shives,  St.  John,  Grand  Master  of 

Ceremonies. 
V.  I.  Companion  \V.  C.  Perley,  St.  John,  Grand  Conductor. 
V.  I.  Companion,  G.  F.  Ring,  St.  John,  Grand  Steward. 
V.  I.  Companion,  H.  Card,  St.  John,  Grand  Organist. 
V.  L  Companion  H.  Brown,  St.  John,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  proceedings  of  this  assembly  closed  with  the  usual 
installation  and  investiture  of  officers.     This  year  an  excel- 
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lent  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  sister  Qrand  Councils 
of  America  was  made  by  Illustrious  Companion  D.  R  Munro, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 
In  the  proceedings  of  the  Qrand  Council  of  Maine,  Right 
Illustrious  Companion  Drummond,  the  Chairman  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  for  that  State,  in  noticing  the  receipt  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  says, 
"  Sister,  at  once,  and  daughter,  we  welcome  with  full  hearts 
the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  to  our  family  circle." 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

The  Third  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick — A  Regulation  for  Increasing  the  Interest  in 
THE  Work — Introduction  of  the  Rite  into  Nova  Scotia. 

HE  third  annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  New  Brunswick  met  at  St.  John,  on  the  11th 
August,  1869,  with  Most  Illustrious  Companion 
Robert  Marshall  presiding.  In  his  address  to 
the  Companions  assembled,  the  Grand  Master  said  that 
while  he  could  not  congratulate  the  Order  on  any  great  in- 
crease in  their  number,  it  gave  him  satisfaction  to  be  able 
to  say  that  peace  and  harmony  prevailed  throughout  the 
jurisdiction,  and  the  fact  that  the  Cryptic  degrees  were  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  not  only  in 
New  Brunswick,  but  also  throughout  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada. In  order  to  facilitate  the  introduction  of  Cryptic 
Masonry  in  Canada  the  Grand  Master  suggested  to  the 
Grand  Council,  for  its  serious  consideration,  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  regulation  in  its  constitution  somewhat  similar 
to  a  regulation  of  the  Imperial  and  Ecclesiastical  and  Mili- 
tary Order  of  the  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and 
Constantine  and  K.H.S.,  of  England,  as  follows  : — 

"  Right  Puissant  Inspectors- General  of  Divisions  for  the  British 
Provinces  may  be  commissioned  by  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master 
to  act  M  his  delegates  in  their  respective  Divisions  or  Provinces. 
These  officers  shall  have,  under  the  Grand  Council,  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  affairs  of  the  Order,  in  their  particular  divisions  ;  and 
special  power  to  create  and  instal  Companions,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  may  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Most  Puissant  Grand 
Master,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
new  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters." 

The  Committee  which  reported  on  the  address  concurred 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  it  was  resolved 
"  that  Present  and  Past  Right  Puissant  Inspectors- General 
of  Divisions  or  Provinces,  shall  hold  and  enjoy  the  same 
rank  in  the  Order  as  Present  and  Past  Puissant  Grand 
Masters."    The  proceedings  of  this  year  close  with  the  re- 
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tirement  of  Most  Illustrious  Companion  Marshall  from  the 
position  he  had  so  worthily  filled,  and  the  election  of — 

M.  I.  Companion  Dr.  J.  C.  Hatheway,  as  Most  Puissant 
Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  D.  Short,  Deputy  Puissant  Grand  Mas- 
ter. 

R.  I.  Companion  Hy.  Leonard,  Right  Puissant  Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  C.  Perley,  Puissant  Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  Rev.  W.  Donald,  and  111.  Companion  Rev. 
G.  J.  Caie,  Grand  Chaplains. 

R.  I.  Companion  D.  R.  Munro,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  C.  U.  Hanford,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  T.  D.  A.  Forster,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guards. 

V.  I.  Companion  Hy.  Duffell,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

V.  I.  Companion  G.  H.  Whiting,  Gra  d  Conductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  W.  W.  Emslie,  Grand  Steward. 

V.  I.  Companion  H.  Card,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companion  H.  Brown,  Grand  Sentinel. 

V.  I.  Companions  S.  F.  Watkins,  John  Mullin,  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

V.  I.  Companion  George  F.  Ring,  Representative  on  Hall 
Committee. 

V.  I.  Companion  Rev.  G.  J.  Caie,  R.  I.  Companion  D.  R. 
Munro,  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Grand  Master  elect  was  then  presented  for  installa- 
tion, and  having  been  installed,  acknowledged  and  honoured, 
proceeded  to  instal  the  remaining  Grand  Officers,  and  the 
Grand  Council  closed  in  Ample  Form.  In  1870  a  number 
of  the  Companions  of  the  Cryptic  Rite,  residing  in  Halifax, 
in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  desired  to  organize  and  form 
a  Council  under  warrant  from  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick.  A  special  session  of  Grand  Council  was  there- 
fore called  on  the  18th  of  July,  1870,  at  the  Masonic  Hall, 
St.  John,  the  Most  Puissant  Graud  Master,  Companion  Dr. 
J.  C.  Hatheway  being  in  the  chair.  The  application  for  a 
Warrant  was  read.  The  Companions  asked  for  a  dispensa- 
tion or  Warrant  to  open  "  Chebucto  "  Council,  in  the  city  of 
Halifax,  with  Most  Puissant  Companion  Stephen  Rowland 
Sircom  as  first  Thrice  Illustrious  Master ;  R.  E.  Companion 
George  T.  Smithers,  to  be  the  first  Right  Illustrious  Mtu^ter, 
and  R.  E.  Companion  James  Gossip,  to  be  the  first  Illustrious 
Master  of  the  Grand  Council.  The  petition  was  granted, 
and  "  Chebucto"  Council  was  duly  constituted. 
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The  Fourth  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
[z.j^  Brunswick — The  First  Step  '1'owards  the  Planting  of  the 

Rite   in  the    West — The   Red   Cross   Dboreb— Why  it  was 

Appended  to  the  Canadian  Cryptic  System. 


!!HE  fourth  annual  assembly  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  New  Brunswick  met  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1870,  M.P.  Companion  Dr.  Hatheway,  presiding. 
The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  Master  was  full 
of  interest.  He  opened  by  saying  that  "  It  has  pleased  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  in  the  order  of  His  kind 
Providence,  to  permit  us  again  to  assemble  in  annual  coa- 
vocation.  He  who  *  never  slumbeis  nor  sleeps'  has  watched 
over  and  protected  us  for  another  year,  and  although  the 
scythe  of  time  has  cut  down  many  in  our  midst,  some  upon 
the  right  and  some  upon  the  left,  yet  the  companions  of  our 
beloved  Order  have  all  been  spared,  *  the  grasping  hand  of 
death '  has  taken  none  from  our  ranks,  and  here  we  are  to- 
night to  congratulate  each  other,  to  renew  our  vows  of  fel- 
lowship, and  to  stimulate  each  other  in  our  progress  in  this 
our  beloved  and  most  interesting  Cryptic  Rite."  He  said 
that  the  Rite  was  prospering,  and  that  he  had  appointed 
since  the  last  meeting  of  Grand  Council,  "  T.  D.  Harrington, 
the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  as  Right  Puissant 
Inspector-General  of  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
with  authority  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal,  Select  and 
Super  Excellent  Masters  on  Companions  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  Councils  in  those  Pro- 
vinces," and  also  that  he  had  appointed  •'  J.  Conway  Brown, 
one  of  the  Grand  Principals  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ter of  Nova  Scotia,  a  Right  Puissant  Inspector-General  for 
Halifax  and  Windsor,  with  authority  to  confer  the  degrees  of 
the  Rite  for  the  purpose  of  forming  Councils  in  those  places." 
He  alluded  to  the  formation  of  "  Chebucto "  Council  in 
Halifax,  of  which  notice  has  been  taken  in  the  previous 
page.  The  Grand  Master  also  called  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Council  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand  Council 
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of  Alabama,  which  met  in  December,  1869,  appointing  dele- 

Sates  to  meet  in  the  Convention  in  New  York,  on  the  first 
[onday  of  September,  1870,  to  consult  upon  the  interests  of 
Cryptic  Masonry,  and  especially  as  to  the  work,  titles,  and 
degrees.  As  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick  was  called  for  too  late  a  day  in  August  to  elect 
or  appoint  a  representative,  the  Grand  Master  had  requested 
Illustrious  Companion  Robert  Macoy,  of  New  York,  the 
representative  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  near 
the  Grand  Council  of  New  York,  as  representative  at  the 
Convention.  The  action  of  the  Grand  Master  was  duly 
considered  and  endorsed  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Com- 
panions assembled. 

At  this  meeting  an  important  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Grand  Council  was  discussed.  The  subject 
was  referred  to  by  Most  Illustrious  Companion,  Past  Grand 
Master  Robert  Marshall,  and  was  in  connection  with  the 
degree  of  the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylonish  Pass."  Compan- 
ion Marshall  said — 

Most  Puissant  Grand  Master  and  Companions. — 
You  are  aware  that  the  position  of  the  degree  known  in  both 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Jurisdictions  of  the  United 
States  of  America  as  that  of  the  "Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylonish 
Pass,"  which  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  paper  that  I  am  now 
about  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  this  Grand  Body,  has 
for  some  time  past  received  the  most  careful  consideration  of 
many  distinguished  members  of  our  Order  in  Canada,  to  the 
end  that  a  legal  status  might  be  had  in  the  Dominion  for 
this  Order.  It  is  within  the'  knowledge  of  the  members  of 
this  Grand  Council  that  Craft  Masonry  in  Canada  is  now 
governed  by  Grand  Lodges  located  in  the  Provinces  of  On- 
tario, Quebec,  Nova  Scoti«,  and  in  this  Province  of  New 
Brunswick ;  that  Capitular  Masonry,  embracing  the  de- 
grees of  "  Mark  Master,"  "  Past  Master,"  "  Most  Excel- 
lent Master  "  and  the  "  Royal  Arch,"  is  governed  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  RA.  Masons  of  Scot- 
land continues  to  govern  Chapters  holding  warrants  from  it 
in  one  or  more  of  our  Provinces ;  granting  authority  to  con- 
fer, in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  Degrees,  the  Degree 
of  Royal  Ark  Mariner  and  Babylonish  Pass,  which  latter 
degree  consistsof  three  points,  viz.:  "Knights  of  the  Swords, 
Knights  of  the  East,  and  Knights  of  the  East  and 
West."  Separate  charge  may  be  made  for  this  degree  and 
a  certificate  or  diploma  of  the  same  may  be  had  from  the 
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Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  if  desired.  The  degree  is  in 
many  respects  identical  with  that  to  which  my  resolution 
refers,  and  I  am  aware  that  members  of  those  Scottish 
Councils  are  admitted  as  visitors  in  Councils  of  the  "  Red 
Cross "  in  the  United  States  working  under  Encampment 
warrants. 

The  next  in  progression,  according  to  our  American  sys- 
tem, is  the  Rite  know  as  "  Cryptic  Masonry."  which  in  this 
Dominion  of  Canada  is  at  present  solely  governed  by  this 
Grand  Council. 

The  "  Chivalric  Order  "  in  the  Dominion  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England  and  Wales 
and  dependencies,with  its  subordinate  Grand  Conclave  of  Ca- 
nada, with  the  exception  of  a  very  successful  Encampment 
and  Priory  of  this  city  known  as  the  St.  John  Encampment 
and  Priory,  No.  47,  under  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Scot- 
land. In  the  several  Provinces  of  the  Dommion  there  are, 
if  my  memory  serves  me,  nineteen  Encampments  and  Priories 
of  Knights  Templars  and  Knights  of  Malta.all  under  warrants 
of  authority  from  Grand  Conclave  of  England,  except  the 
one  above  mentioned  under  warrant  from  Scotland. 

As  you  are  aware,  neither  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England 
and  Wales,  nor  yet  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Scotland, 
grant  by  warrant  the  power  to  confer  the  Masonic  degree  of 
the  "  Red  Cross,"  very  properly,  in  my  opinion,  taking  the 
ground  that  their  Order  is  "  Chivalric  "  and  not  "  Masonic." 
As  the  possession  of  the  degree  of  the  "  Red  Cross  "  is  deem- 
ed a  pre-requisite  to  gaining  admission  to  an  Encampment 
of  Knights  Templars  in  the  United  States,  the  members  of 
the  Scotch  Encampment  working  in  thii  city  receive  the 
degree  of  "  Red  Cross,"  as  conferred  in  Scotland,  in  a  Coun- 
cil working  in  this  city,  under  a  warrant  granted  to  Carleton 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland.  The  respective  Encampments  of  Knights  Templars 
in  Canada,  under  England,  by  authority  from  the  Grand 
Prior  of  the  Grand  Conclave  of  Canada,  by  virtue  ( f  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  Grand  Conclave  of  the  United  States, 
I  believe  communicate  to  their  Fraters  sufficient  of  the  Amer- 
ican degree  of  the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylonish  Pass  "  to 
enable  said  Fraters  to  visit  Encampments  in  that  country. 

The  Order  of  Knighthood  known  as  the  "  Imperial  Eccle- 
siastical and  Military  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and 
Constantine  "  is  governed  in  Canada  by  warrants  of  autho- 
rity from  the  Grand  Council  of  England,  located  in  London, 
and  the  Order  known  as  the  "  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  " 
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is  worked  in  this  country  by  warrants  of  authority  from  the 
Supreme  Grand  Council  of  England  and  Wales  and  depen- 
dencies of  the  British  Crown. 

It  will  thus  appear  evident  to  this  Grand  Council,  that 
all  the  degrees  known  and  recognized  in  America  either  as 
*'  Masonic  "  or  "  Chivalric,"  have  a  legal  status  and  are  con- 
ferred under  regular  warrant  of  authority,  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  save  and  except  the  de- 
gree known  in  the  States  as  the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylo- 
nish Pass;"  the  questions,  therefore,  which  are  naturally 
presented,  appear  to  be — Shall  we  continue  to  communicate 
this  Order  in  the  present  informal  manner  ?  Shall  we  aban- 
don it  altogether  ?  or,  shall  we,  either  in  this  Grand  Council 
or  elsewhere,  secure  for  the  degree  the  protection  of  this  or 
some  other  Grand  Body,  duly  recognized  in  the  Dominion  ? 
For  the  idea  of  creating  a  Grand  Council  solely  for  this  de- 
gree would  certainly  not  be  considered  expedient,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  feeling  is  growing  stronger  day  by  day,  that  it  is 
better  not  to  confer  this  degree  at  all,  if  it  cannot  be  con- 
ferred throughout  the  whole  of  Canada,  under  the  guidance 
and  protection  of  a  duly  recognized  Grand  Council  or  other 
authorized  Grand  Authority.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore, 
that  under  all  the  circumstances  it  will  be  deemed  competent 
for  either  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  the  Dominion 
or  this  Grand  Council  to  adopt  and  assume  control  of  this 
Order.  It  will  be  admitted  that  the  teachings  and  traditions 
of  the  Degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  Super  Ex- 
cellent Masters,  and  the  Red  Cross,  on  Babylonish  Pass 
being  purely  Masonic  and  not  "  Chivalric,"  are  emmently 
adapted  to  be  grouped  together,  under  the  authority  of  one 
Grand  Council  in  this  jurisdiction.  For  example. — The 
*'  Royal  and  Select  degrees"  were  originally  conferred  under 
the  authority  of  the  "  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite ; "  they 
are  most  instructive  and  interesting  to  the  Mason  in  search 
of  light ;  furnishing  records  of  highl,y  important  mysteries 
of  the  building  of  the  first  Temple.  The  degree  of  "  Super 
Excellent  Masters  "  has  since  the  introduction  of  Cryptic 
Masonry  in  the  neighbouring  Republic  been  conferred  in 
Councils  of  this  Order.  It  is  founded  on  circumstances  that 
transpired  at  the  time  the  Temple  was  destroyed  by  Nebuc- 
hadnezzar, King  of  Babylon,  and  its  traditions,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  ore  said  to 
have  been  gleaned  from  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. 
The  presiding  officer  represents,  as  you  are  aware,  the  last 
King  of  Judah.    The  degree  of  the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Baby- 
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lonish  Pass  "  is  strictly  Masonic,  and  bears  no  analogy  to  the 
Chivalric  Order  of  Knights  Templars,  dating  its  existence  as 
far  back  as  the  reign  of  Darius,  and  therefore  long  before 
the  Crusades.  It  refers  to  events  that  happened  after  the 
death  of  Cyrus  in  connection  with  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Temple.  It  is  asserted  that  this  Order  has  long  been  known 
in  Europe  in  connection  with  degrees  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Rite,  and  was  originally  introduced  into  America 
by  our  late  ssealous  and  Illustrious  Brother  Webb,  and  sub- 
sequently conferred  in  Convocations  designated  Councils  of 
Knights  of  the  Red  Cross. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  members  of  this  Grand  Council 
that  the  four  Degrees  just  referred  to,  beautifully  illustrate 
essential  oarts  and  legends  of  the  Koyal  Arch  ;  indeed  the 
Royal.  Select,  and  Super-Excellent  Degrees  may  be  con- 
sidered the  connecting  link  between  the  Royal  Arch  and 
Red  Cross  degrees,  and  together  perfect  what  is  styled  the 
York  Rite  of  Masonry. 

In  offering  the  following  resolution,  I  would  bUggest  that 
if  "  Grand  Council "  should  adopt  the  "  Degree,"  it  might  be 
left  with  the  M.  P.  Grand  Master  to  consider  whetner  it 
would  be  desirable  to  direct  Subordinate  Councils  in  the 
meantime  to  confer  this  degree  only  upon  such  Companions 
Royal,  Select  and  Super-Excellent  Masters,  as  were  about  to 
apply  for  higher  Degrees.  This  restriction  would  of  course 
become  unnecessary  should  the  Grand  Conclave  of  the  Chi- 
valric Orders  in  the  United  States  desire  at  any  future  time 
to  cede  this  "  Masonic  Degree  "  to  their  respective  Grand 
Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters.  A  separate  charge 
might  be  made  by  the  Grand  Recorder  for  a  Certificate  or 
Diploma  of  this  degree,  as  it  is  not  contemplated  to  at  all 
interfere  with  or  alter  our  present  Diploma  for  the  Royal, 
Select  and  Super-Excellent  Degrees. 

I  may  further  add,  that  I  have  made  these  somewV»at 
lengthy  remarks  so  that  Grand  Council  and  i 
of  our  time-honoured  Institution  may  the  mr 
ceive  why,  circumstanced  as  we  are  ir 
ference  to  the  Degi-ees,  it  may  be  con      jred  j 
this  Grand  Council  to  adopt  the  followi.ig',  viz 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  desirable  that  the  < 
and  worked  in  the  United  States  of  America  as  the  degree 
of  the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylonish  Pass,"  and  there  made 
a  pre-requisite  before  gaining  admission  into  an  Encamp- 
ment of  Knights  Templars,  shall  have  a  legal  status  within 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and 
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Whereas  it  is  considered  expedient  that  the  degrees  of 
Select,  Royal  and  Super-Excellent  Masters  shall  be  confer- 
red upon  Royal  Arch  Masons  prior  to  the  "  Encampment" 
and  *'  Priory  of  Malta  "  degrees,  Therefore,  in  order  more 
effectually  to  accomplish  the  above  and  to  facilitate  com- 
plete intercourse  between  the  members  of  the  fraternity  in 
the  United  States  and  brethren  in  the  several  Provinces  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  for  other  good  and  sufficient 
reasons.     Be  it  by  this  Grand  Council — 

Resolved, — That  hereafter  all  Councils  working  under 
warrant  from  the  Giand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters of  New  Brunswick,  Dominion  of  Canada,  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  confer  the  degree  of  "  Red  Cross  " 
or  "  Babylonish  Pass,"  provided  always,  however,  that  ap- 
plicants shall  first  have  received  the  degree  of  "  Select," 
"  Royal,"  and  "  Super-Excellent  Master,"  and  further 

Resolved, — That  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  altered  and  amended  to  meet  this  ])rovision, 
any  rule  to  the  contrary  being  hereby  declared  null  and 
void,  and  further 

Resolved, — That  the  work  of  the  degree  of  "  Red  Cross," 
or  "  Babylonish  Pass  "  practiced  in  Canada,  and  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Council,  be  hereby 
adopted,  and  that  officers  of  the  respective  Councils  of  Select 
Masters,  under  this  jurisdiction,  shall  severally  hold  by  vir- 
tue thereof  the  corresponding  office  of  the  said  Councils  of 
"Red  Cross"  or  "Babylonish  Pass,"  and  further 

Resolved, — That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  tending  to  prevent  Encampments  of  Knights 
Templars  working  within  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  commu- 
nicating the  said  degree,  under  any  special  authority,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  Fraters  of  said  Encampments,  visiting 
Encampments  where  the  possession  of  this  degree  is  made  a 
pre-requisite. 

The  subject  was  then  thoroughly  discussed  and  the  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted,  after  which  the  Grand 
Officers  of  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as  follow : — 

M.  I.  Companion  Dr.  J.  C.  Hatheway,  M.P.,  Grand  Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  S.  R.  Sircom,  DP.,  Grand  Master. 
R.  I  Companion  Hy.  Leonard,  R.P.,  Grand  Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  Dr.  T.  A.  D.  Forster,  P.  Gr»and  Master. 
R  I.  Companion  T.  D.  Harington,  R.  P.  Inspector-General 

for  Ontario  and  Quebec. 
R.  I.  Companion  J.  Conway  Brown,  R.  P.  Inspector-General 

for  Halifax  and  Windsor. 
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R.  I.  Companion  Rev.  William  Donald,  D.D.,  and  R.  I.  Com- 
panion Rev.  G.  J.  Caie,  Grand  Chaplains. 

R.  I.  Companion  E.  L.  Barteaux,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  Robert  Shives,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion  D.  R.  Munro,  Grand  Recorder. 

V.  I.  Companion    Henry   Duffell,   Grand   Master  of  Cere- 
monies. 

V.  I.  Companion  G.  H.  Whiting,  Grand  Conductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  G.  F.  Ring,  Grand  Steward. 

V.  I.  Companion  Hy.  Card,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companion  J.  D.  Short,     ^ 

V.  I.  Companion  J.  MuUin,  V  Financial  Com. 

V.  I.  Companion  C.  U.  Hanford,  j 

R.  I.  Companion  Dr.  J.  C.  Hatheway,   Representative  on 
Hall  Committee. 

Companion  Rev.  Geo.  J.  Caie,  and  R.  I.  Companion  D.  R. 
Munro,  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
After  '  nstallation  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  arrange  and  rsvise  the  Constitution, 

the  Council  closed  in  Ample  Form. 

It  will  not  be  inopportune  to  give  the  reader  in  connection 

with  the   subject  of  the  "  Red  Cross,"  discussed  by  M.  III. 

Comj>anion  Marshall,  letters  received  some  months  after  the 

date  of  this  action,  from  high  Masonic  authority,  approving 

of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  Grand  Council  in  reference  to 

the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylonish  Pass." 

Office  of  the  Grand  Pbior  of  the  Temple 
AND  Hospital  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Laprairie,  Prov.  of  Que.,  2nd  Feb.,  1871. 

To  Illus.  Lro.  Robert  Marshall,  33°,  P.  M.  P.  G.  M.,  Grand 
Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  New  Brunswick. 

Ver^  Illus.  and  Dear  Brother,  33": — 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult.,  and  have 
read  with  much  interest  your  remarks  in  the  Proceedings  of 
the  last  Assembly  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  held  at  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick,  relative  to  an  amendment  being 
made  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Council  with  refer- 
ence to  the  degree  rf  "  Babylonish  Pass,"  known  in  the 
United  States  system  of  Masonry  as  "  Red  Cross."  I  quite 
concur  with  you  in  the  desirability  of  this  degree  being 
placed  under  the  control  of  an  authorized  Masonic  Grand 
Body  in  the  Dominion,  and  as  the  Grand  Prior  of  the  Order 
of  the  Temple  and  Hospital  for  Canada,  fully  approve  of 
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the  course  you  propose  adopting,  which  will  legalize  the 
Degree  in  Canada,  and  obviate  all  the  difficulties  that  at 
present  exist  in  conferring  it.  You  are  aware  that  in  the 
United  States  it  is  the  pre-requisite  to  the  Order  of 
Knights  Temjilars,  but  is  not  known  or  acknowledged  by 
the  Supreme  Grand  Conclave  of  the  Order  in  England  and 
Wales,  under  which  the  Canadian  Templar  Encampments 
are  held.  From  the  difficulties  that  Canadian  Templars 
found  visiting  United  States  Encampments,  in  not  having 
this  Degree,!  made  application  some  years  ago  to  the  Supreme 
Grand  Conclave  for  authority  to  confer  it  on  members  of 
the  Order.  In  a  correspondence  afterwards  with  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  the  late  esteemed  Eminent  Sir  Knight  William  Hub- 
bard, he  strongly  urged  my  issuing  the  necessary  authority 
to  Commanders  of  Encampments  in  Canada,  which  authority 
he  was  prepared  fully  to  recognize ;  since  then  I  have  given 
authority  to  Eminent  Commanders  to  communicate  so  much 
of  the  American  Degree  of  Red  Cross,  or  that  of  the 
"  Knights  of  the  Sword,"  "  East,"  and  "  East  and  West," 
well  known  in  the  Knights  Templars  Encampments  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Scotland,  a:  would 
enable  Canadian  Templars  to  visit  United  States  Encamp- 
ments. But  as  this  Degree  of  Red  Cross  is  not  recognized 
by  any  governing  Masonic  bodies  in  Canada,  it  appears  to 
me  in  every  res})ect  the  proper  and  most  legitimate  course  to 
pursue  to  place  it  under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  lately  established  in  the  Do- 
minion. I  think,  however,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the 
Commanders  of  Canadian  Knights  Templars  Encampments 
should  still  retain  the  power  of  communicating  the  Degree 
to  members  of  the  Templar  Order. 

I  am,  dear  and  Illus,  Brother,  33*^, 

Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 
W.  J.  B.  McL.  Moore,  S.G.I.G..  33^, 
Grand  Prior,  Order  of  the  Temple  and 
Hospital,  Dom.  of  Canada,  &;c.,&c.,&;c. 


Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
Office  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Templars, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  24,  1871. 
To  Robert  Marshall,  P.G.  Master  Grand  Council,  &c., 
Saint  John,  N.B. 

My  Dear  Frater, — Yours  of  the  20th  came  to  hand 
safely,  enclosing  a  note  from  your  Grand  Prior.    I  have  re- 
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plied  to  this  note  in  substance  that  I  recognize  his  authority 
to  place  the  Order  of  R.C.  under  the  control  of  the  R.  &;  S. 
Masters,  &c.,  and  that  your  Red  Cross  Knights  will  be  duly 
respected  here  as  such. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  publishing  my  reply,  if  you 
first  obtain  permission  of  the  Rt.  E.  Grand  Prior  therefor. 

With  fraternal  regards. 

Wm.  S.  Gardner. 
Granted. 

W.  J.  B.  McL.  Moore,  33^,  Grand  Prior, 
Laprairie,  5th  March,  1871. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


Copy  of  Letter  from  Grand  Prior  of  Canada  to  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  United  States,  Grand  Encampment  Knights 
Templars,  Relative  to  the  Red  Cross  of  Babylon  in  Canada. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Prior  of  the  Orders  of 
THE  Temple  an  d  Hospital,  Dominion  of 
Canada, 

Laprairie,  Prov.  of  Quebec,  2nd  Feb.,  1871. 

>IGHT  Eminent  Knight  and  Dear  Sir, — I  think 
it  right  and  due  to  the  high  position  you  hold  as 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  to  inform  you  that  the  degree 
called  "  Red  Cross  "  under  the  Masonic  system  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  is  required  as  a  pre-requisite  before  ob- 
taining the  Templar  Order  there,  is  not  one  of  the  degrees 
conferred  in  Canada  under  any  of  the  authorized  bodies,  al- 
though it  has  been  of  late  years  communicated  to  Canadian 
Templars  by  Rt.  Commanders  of  Encampments  by  authority 
derived  only  from  myself  as  head  of  the  Order  of  the  Do- 
minion. 

The  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  England  and  Wales,  under 
which  the  Canadian  Encampments  are  held,  does  not  con- 
sider the  degree  has  any  connection  whatever  with  the 
Templar  Order. 

To  obviate,  however,  the  difficulty  experienced  by  Cana- 
dian Templars  visiting  Encampments  in  the  United  States, 
I  obtained  the  recognition  of  a  late  Grand  Master  of  your 
General  Grand  Encampment,  Em.  Sir  Knight  Wm.  B.  Hub- 
bard, for  my  issuing  the  necessary  authority  for  communi- 
cating this  American  degree  by  Em.  Commanders  of  En- 
campments, to  enable  Canadian  Knights  to  visit  the  United 
States  Encampments. 

It  is  now,  however,  proposed  to  place  this  degree  under 
the  control  of  one  of  the  governing  Masonic  bodies,  and  in- 
troduce it  as  a  recognized  degree  in  the  Canadian  system. 

I  have,  therefore,  as  Grand  Prior  of  the  Templars  in  the 
Dominion,  and  representative  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Master 
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of  the  Order  in  England  and  Wales,  etc.,  approved  of  the 
degree  being  adopted  by  the  Grand  Council  of  "  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  *'  of  New  Brunswick,  Dominion  of  Canada, 
which  will  at  once  place  it  on  a  legitimate  footing  with 
other  Canadian  degrees. 

I  may  observe  that  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England  and 
Wales,  although  not  recognizing  the  necessity  of  the  degree 
in  connection  with  the  Templar  Order,  permitted  me  to  use 
my  own  discretion  in  communicating  it  to  the  Encampments 
in  Canada. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  notification  of  the  adoption 
of  the  degree  being  now  constitutionally  established  in  Can- 
ada, will  be  sufficient,  and  the  members  duly  recognized. 

The  Commanders  of  Encampments  still,  however,  retain 
the  power  of  communicating  so  much  of  the  degree  as  will 
enable  the  members  of  the  Order  to  visit  Encampments  in 
the  United  States. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Right  Em.  Grand  Master, 
Faithfully  yours  in  the  Bonds  of  the  Order, 
W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moorl,  SS'*, 
Grand  Prior  United  Orders  of  the  Temple  and 

Hospital,  Dominion  of  Canada. 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Sir  Knight  William  S.  Gardner, 
Grand  Master,  Grand  Encampment,  United  States,  Bos- 
ton. 


Grand  Encampment  op  the  United  States, 
Office  of  thk  Guand  Master  of  Templars, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  24,  1871. 

Rt.  Em.  Sir  W.  J.  B.  McL.  Moore,  Grand  Prior  United  Or- 
ders of  the  Temple  and  Hospital,  Dominion  of  Canada. 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Right  Eminent  Frater, — I  am  in 
receipt  of  your  kind  favour  of  the  second  instant,  giving 
me  official  notice  of  the  fact  that  you  have  authorized  one 
of  the  Grand  Masonic  bodies  of  Canada,  entitled  the 
"  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  New  Bruns- 
wick," to  confer  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross.  I  am  aware 
of  the  fact  that  some  years  since  my  distinguished  prede- 
cossf>^  in  this  office,  our  lamented  Grand  Master  Hubbard, 
entered  into  a  treaty  stipulation  with  you  as  the  recognized 
Head  of  Templar  Knighthood  in  Canada,  and  Representative 
of  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Order  in  England  and 
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Wales,  &c.,  by  the  terms  of  which  you  were  empowered  to 
issue  the  necessary  authority  for  communicating  the  Order 
of  Red  Cross,  according  to  our  System  or  Rite,  by  Eminent 
Commanders  of  Encampments  under  your  jurisdiction,  to 
enable  Canadian  Knights  to  visit  the  United  States'  Com- 
manderies.  Under  the  Treaty  above  referred  to,  I  recognize 
your  authority  to  place  this  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  under 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  governing  Masonic  Bodies,  and  to 
introduce  it  as  a  recognized  Degree  in  the  Canadian  System. 
I  shall  have  the  honour  to  lay  your  kind  favour  before 
our  Grand  Encampment  at  its  next  Session,  to  be  held  at 
Baltimore  in  September  next.  In  the  meantime  those  who 
receive  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Canada  in  Councils 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  will  be  duly  recognized  through- 
out our  jurisdictions  as  Red  Cross  Knights.  I  sincerly  trust 
that  the  step  you  have  taken  will  tend  to  cement  in  closer 
union  the  Knights  of  Canada  and  of  the  United  States. 
I  remain.  Right  Eminent  Sir, 

With  Knightly  courtesy, 
Yours  in  the  bonds  of  our  Order, 
(Signed)        William  Sewall  Gardner, 

Grand  Master. 


Referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Grand  Prior  of  Canada,  dated 
2nd  February,  1871,  to  the  R.  E.  Sir  Knight  William  Sewall 
Gardner,  Grand  Master  of  Grand  Encampment  United  States, 
the  Grand  Master  of  that  Grand  Encampment  makes  the 
following  remarks  in  his  address  of  1 9th  September,  1871, 
with  reference  to  the  letter  quoted  above  : 

EXTRACT. 

"This  act  of  the  Grand  Prior  was  not  considered  as  binding  the 
Ghrand  Encampments  to  any  recognition  of  the  Masonic  body  styled  the 
*  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,'  nor  as  connecting  it  in  any  way 
with  the  Orders  of  Knighthood.  Inaamiich  as  a  treaty  had  heretofore 
been  made  between  the  R.  Emt.  Grand  Prior,  acting  under  special 
directions  from  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
Most  Emt.  Grand  Master  of  our  Grand  Encampment,  to  the  effect  that 
'  The  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,'  although  not  required  in  the  English 
Masonic  system,  should  be  conferred  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand 
Prior  in  Canada,  to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  Knightly  courtesy  be- 
tween the  Knights  of  the  two  jurisdictions,  I  considered  that  the  way 
and  manner  in  which  the  'Order  of  the  Red  Cross '  should  be  enforced 
in  Canada,  was  wholly  within  the  power  of  the  Grand  Prior  to  deter- 
mine, under  the  terms  of  this  treaty.  The  Grand  Prior  having  decided 
to  authorize  a  body  entitled  '  The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  New  Brunswick,' one  of  the  governing  Masonic  bodies  in 
Canada,  to  confer  the  Order,  I  consider  that  this  decision  was  one 
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which,  under  the  treaty  referred  to,  the  Grand  Encampment  should 
confirm,  and  that  Hed  Gross  Knights  created  in  this  body  should  be 
respected  and  recognized  throughout  the  United  States. 

"  Wm.  Skwall  Gardner, 

"  Grand  Master." 

RED  CROSS  KNIGHTS  OF  CANADA.      " 

Extract  from  report  of  Special  Committee  on  "  Foreign 
Affairs "  in  Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templars  of  tne 
United  States : — 

Baltimore,  Sept.  22  A.D.  1871, 

Resolved. — That,  desirous  of  'drawing  closer  the  bonds  of  amity  and 
friendship  with  our  Canadian  Fraters,  and  facilitating  the  exercise  of 
Knightly  visitation  by  them  in  Commanderies  within  the  United 
States,  we  affirm  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  recognize  the 
Knights  of  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  made  in  Canada, 
under  such  authority  as  may  be  duly  recognized  there. 

"  Signed  by        Jno.  W.  Simons, 
Benj.  Dew, 
Geo.  Frank  Goulby, 
JosuH  H.  Drummond, 
Jno.  Frizzell. 

On  motion,  the  report,  with  the  resolutions,  was  adopted. 
Signed,        W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  33  ° , 

Grand  Prior,  Canada. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  State  of  Missouri, 

St.  Louis,  Feb.  15, 1871. 

III.  and  Dear  Companion  :— Your  favour  of  Feb.  8th 
duly  at  hand,  covering  advance  sheets  of  your  proceeding^ 
(in  part).  The  resolutions  adopted.  I  got  through  the  Ma' 
sonic  MirroTj  and  re-published  in  the  February  number  o^ 
Freemason.  I  fully  approve  of  their  spirit  and  intent.  I 
look  upon  the  "  Red  Cross  "  or  *'  Babylonish  Pass  "  as  out 
of  place  in  a  Commandery,  as  it  comes  from  a  different  source, 
and  teaches  no  lesson  necessary  as  a  pre-requisite  to  the 
Knights  Templars,  but  it  is  too  beautiful  to  be  lost ;  some 
organization  had  to  take  charge  of  it  or  let  it  be  swallowed 
up  among  the  lost  degrees  of  the  past.  In  1869  I  recom- 
mended to  the  Grand  Council  of  this  State  in  my  report  on 
Correspondence,  a  revision  of  oar  American  system,  and 
suggested  putting  the  Red  Cross  in  the  Council,  where  it 
best  fitted,  and  am  very  glad  that  your  Grand  Council  has 
taken  the  initiative  in  this  country  in  fully  meeting  the 
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question,  and  placing  the  Red  Cross  where  it  properly  belongs. 
There  can  be  no  legal  objection  to  it,  as  it  violates  no  cove- 
nants or  agreements,  and  invades  no  jurisdiction,  so  far  as 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  is  concerned,  under  the  present  Ma- 
sonic government  there.  Your  Cryptic  system  will  now  be 
more  perfect  than  our  own,  and  if  any  of  our  R.  and  S.  Mas- 
ters visit  you,  they  need  only  step  out  while  working  on  the 
Red  Cross  Degree  unless  they  are  Templars,  in  which  case 
they  will  be  eligible  to  be  present. 

Wishing  you  great  success  and  perfect  peace  in  your  se- 
cret vault, 

I  am,  truly  and  fraternally, 

Geo.  Frank  Gouley. 
Gd.  Recorder  and  Rep.  of  Gd.  Council  of  N.B. 

D.  R.  MuNRO,  Esq., 

Gd.  Recorder  Gd.  Council,  N.B. 


Ottawa,  25th  Feb.,  1871. 

111.-.  Bro.-.  30**.,  Robert  Marshall,  Esq.,  St.  John,  N.B., 

Mr  Dear  Sir  and  III/.  Bro.-.  : — I  have  read  the  proceed- 
ings of  your  Grand  Council,  and  the  Resolutions  relating  to 
the  Degree  known  in  the  United  States  of  America  as  the 
"  Red  Cross  "  or  "  Babylonish  Pass,"  and  granting  author- 
ity to  the  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  to  confer 
the  said  Degree  under  certain  conditions  therein  specified, 
and  beg  to  say  that  I  quite  approve  of  those  Resolutions, 
and  am  prepared  to  accept  and  carry  them  out  in  Ontario 
and  Quebec.  I  would  have  stated  this  sooner,  but  had,  be- 
fore doing  so,  to  communicate  with  my  Illustrious  Chief, 
Col.  Moore,  33®,  Grand  Prior  Knights  Templars  and  Malta, 
&c„  whose  deputy  I  am,  and  I  find  that  his  and  my  vibws 
quite  coincide. 

Believe  me  to  remain. 

Yours  truly  and  fraternally, 

T.  D.  Harington,  33*^, 
Ins.  Gen.  for  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  G.  P.  Z.  of  Grand 

Royal  Chapter,  Canada. 

Portland,  Me.,  March  3, 1871. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Knight  : — Before  receiving  yours,  containing 
a  copy  of  the  letter  of  M.*.  E.-.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner, 
Grand  Master  of  Templars,  I  had  conferred  with  several  of 
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our  Sir  Knights,  and  found  that  they  agreed  with  me  in  the 
opinion  that  the  course  adopted  by  you  in  New  Brunswick 
in  placing  the  Order  of  Red  Cross  under  the  authority  of 
the  Grand  Council  is  a  happy  solution  of  the  difficulty.  By 
making  the  Council  Degree  pre-requisite  to  the  Order  of 
Knights  Templars,  you  will,  it  seems  to  me,  ensure  the  recog- 
nition in  theUnited  States  of  every  Knight  .Templar  created 
in  your  jurisdiction. 

Congratulating  you  upon  obtaining  so  promptly  the  ap- 
proval and  recognition  of  the  Head  of  the  Order  in  this 
country, 

I  remain,  courteously  yours, 

JosiAH  H.  Drummond,  K.  T. 

Robert  Marshall,  K,  T.,  &c.. 

Saint  John,  N.  B. 
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CHAPTER    XX. 

The  Introduction  op  the  Rite  into  Ontario — The  Inauguration 
OF  Shbkinah  Council  at  Orillia— Adoniram  Council  at 
Toronto — Zabud  at  Bradford — Harington  at  Galt — The 
Formation  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario. 


HE  success  of  the  Cryptic  Rite  had  been  heard  of 
in  the  far  west,  and  early  in  November,  1870, 
the  Grand  Master  of  New  Brunswick  was  both 
surprised  and  delighted  with  the  receipt  of  a 
communication  from  a  number  of  Companions  residing  in 
the  village  of  Orillia,  Ontario,  who  asked  for  a  warrant  of 
autharity  to  form  and  open  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  to  be  named  "  Shekinah  Council,"  with  R.  E.  Com- 

fianion  Robert  Ramsay  recommended  as  the  first  Thrice 
Uustrious  Master,  E.  Companion  C.  S.  Elliott  as  the  first 
Right  Illustrious  Master,  and  E.  Companion  G.  S,  Bolster  to 
be  the  first  Illustrious  Master  of  said  Council.  A  special  or 
emergent  assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick 
Council  was  therefore  called  to  meet  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  on  the  22nd  of  November,  1870.  The  Grand 
Master,  Dr.  Hatheway,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  pres- 
ent. The  petition  from  Orillia  was  read.  It  was  dated  21st 
of  October,  1870,  and  came  recommended  to  the  favourable 
consideration  of  the  Grand  Council  by  R.  111.  Companion  T. 
D.  Harington,  33**  Inspector  General  of  Cryptic  Masonry  for 
Ontario  and  Quebec.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  the 
usual  official  documents  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Orillia. 

The  Council  at  Orillia  was  duly  organized  and  commenced 
work,  and  a  lively  interest  began  to  be  taken  in  the  degrees. 
R.  E.  Companion  Daniel  Spry  who  had  heard  of  the  Rite 
having  been  introduced  into  New  Brunswick,  wrote  for  in- 
formation, and  was  informed  that  a  Council  was  just  being 
opened  at  Orillia,  where  he  could  get  the  Degrees.  At  his 
request  a  dispensation  was  granted  to  receive  Degrees  by 
Right  Puissant  Companion  T.  D.  Harington,  after  which  a 
petition,  with  the  requisite  number  of  signatures,  was  pre- 
pared, asking  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  to  grant 
a  warrant  for  "  Toronto  "  Council.      R.  E.  Companion  Spry, 
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who  was  then  Grand  Scribe  N.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  and  is  now  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada,  was  nominated  to  be  the  first  Thrice  Illustrious 
Maste/,  R.  E.  Companion  David  McLellan,  then  Grand  Prin- 
cipal Sojourner  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  now 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  to  be  the  Right  Illustrious  Master,  and  E. 
Companian  N.  G  Bigelow,  as  first  Illustrious  Master.  The 
petition  was  forwarded  to  Right  Puissant  Companion  T.D. 
Harington,  Inspector-General  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick  for  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  re- 
ceived his  endorsement.  On  the  14th  of  December,  1870,  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Toronto  Companions  was  held,  and  it 
was  decided  to  change  the  name  from  "  Toronto  "  Council 
to  "  Adoniram  "  Council,  and  the  R.  P.  Companion  Haring- 
ton was  notified  to  that  effect,  and  agreed  to  the  change.  On 
the  13th  January  of  1871,  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Bruns- 
wick was  called  in  special  assembly  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  St. 
John,  to  receive  and  act  upon  the  petition  of  the  Toronto 
Companions.  The  application,  which  was  dated  the  24th  of 
November,  1870,was duly  considered  and  unanimously  grant- 
ed. A  dispensation  had  previously  been  issued  by  the  M.  I. 
G.  M.  to  the  Toronto  Companions. 

The  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  Shekinah  Council,  Orillia, 
was  authorized  to  confer  the  degrees  on  the  Companions  so 
desiring  them,  and  in  accordance  with  such  dispensation,  a 
notice  was  issued,  stating  that  by  special  dispensation  from 
Right  Puissant  Companion  T.  D.  Harington,  Inspector-Gen- 
eral of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  Thrice  Illustrious  Companion 
Ramsay  had  been  directed,  in  company  with  Right  Illustri- 
ous Companion  C.  S.  Elliott,  to  communicate  the  degrees  of 
Royal,  Select  and  Super-Excellent  Master  upon  such  Royal 
Arch  Companions  from  Toronto  and  elsewhere,  as  may  de- 
sire to  receive  them,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  new  Coun- 
cils in  Ontario.  For  this  purpose  a  special  Assembly  of 
Shekinah  Council  was  called  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  Orillia,  on 
the  24th  day  of  November,  1870,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
f err  ing  the  above  grades  on  R.  E.  Companion  Daniel  Spry 
and  other  Companions  from  Toronto,  as  well  as  upon  Excel- 
lent Companion  J.  W.  H.  Wilson  and  other  Companions 
from  Bradford,  who  were  desirous  at  a  future  date  of  form- 
ing a  new  Council  at  the  latter  place,  to  be  known  as  "Zabub" 
Council.  Accordingly  R.  E.  Companion  Spry,  R.  E.  Com- 
panion David  McLellan,  E.  Companions  N.  G.  Bigelow, 
Principal  Sojourner,  William  C.  Morrison,  Scribe  N,  ; 
■George    Chanter,   Senior   Sojourner,  and  W.   A.   StoUery, 
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all  of  King  Solomon  Chapter,  proceeded  to  Orillia  on  the 
date  named,  and  received  the  degrees  in  the  Shekinah 
Council.  The  Zabud  Council,  the  formation  of  which 
had  been  duly  sanctioned  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  New  Brunswick,  held  on  the  18th  April,  1871 
(not  the  13th  Jany.,  1871,  as  in  printed  proceedings  of 
New  Brunswick),  was  also  formed,  with  R.  E.  Companion 
Thomas  Sargant  as  Thrice  Illustrious  Master,  and  Haring- 
ton  Council,  at  Gait,  under  R.  E.  Companion  George  H. 
Patterson,  on  the  same  date. 

On  the  30th  November,  1871,  Right  Illustrious  Compan- 
ion George  C.  Patterson,  Inspector  for  the  Western  Division, 
installed  the  following  Companions  as  the  first  officers  of 
Harington  Council :  —  Very  Illustrious  Companion  Wm. 
Elliot,  Thrice  Illustrious  Master ;  Illustrious  Companion  J. 
Haffrick,  Right  Illustrious  Master;  Illustrious  Companion 
F.  Guggisberg,  Illustrious  Master ;  Companions  W.  Trotter, 
Treasurer;  J.  W.  Hood,  Recorder;  T.  M.  Anderson,  Master 
of  Ceremonies  ;  E.  J.  Wilkir.:^,  Captain  of  the  Guard  ;  H.  K. 
Maitland,  Conductor ;  J.  Shoemaker,  Steward ;  A.  Kennedy, 
Sentinel. 

THE  GRAND  COUNCIL  OP  ONTARIO. 

Adoniram  Council,  Toronto,  was  the  first  to  take  the 
initiative  in  the  direction  of  forming  a  Grand  Council  for 
Ontario.  At  a  meeting  held  on  the  24th  of  July,  1871,  a 
series  of  reiolutions  was  adopted  calling  a  convention  to 
meet  at  Toronto.  Accordingly,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  of 
August,  1871,  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  several  Coun- 
cil meetings  in  Ontario,  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
Toronto,  in  response  to  the  circular  containing  resolutions 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  Adoniram  Council,  on  the  24th  of 
July,  pointing  out  the  necessity  that  existed  for  a  Supreme 
Body  in  the  Province.  R.  P.  Companion  T.  D.  Harington, 
Inspector  General  of  Cryptic  Masonry  for  Ontario  and 
Quebec  was  present,  and  acted  as  Chairman,  while  Thrice 
Illustrious  Companion  Daniel  Spry  acted  as  Secretary. 
There  was  a  large  number  of  duly  authorized  representatives 
and  visitors  present.  Shekinah  Council,  Orillia,  sent  Th. 
III.  Companion  R.  Ramsay  and  C.  S.  Elliott;  Adoniram 
Council,  Toronto,  sent  Th.  Illustrious  Companions  Spiy,  Mc- 
Lellan  and  Bigelow ;  Harington  Council,  Gait,  sent  Thrice 
Illustrious  Companion  George  H.  Patterson;  and  Zabud 
Council,  Bradford,  sent  Thrice  Illustrious  Conmanion  Thos. 
Sargant,  and  Illustrious  Companions  J.  W.  H.  Wilson  and 
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Murdoch  McLeod.  Among  the  visitors  were  the  Venerable 
and  Illustrious  Companion  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  of  La- 
prairie  ;  Companions  J.  G.  A.  LeBlanc, Montreal ;  T.  S.  Atkin- 
son and  W.  Ramsay,  Orillia ;  0.  W.  Jessop,  Munro  Council, 
Michigan ;  W.  C.  Morrison,  George  Chanter,  C.  G.  Forbes 
and  J.  F.  Lash,  of  Toronto.  The  Chairman  read  the  circular, 
which  was  as  follows : 

Adonram  Ooumoii.,  No  6,  O.  B.  N.  A.,  i 

MMonio  Hall,  Toronto,  July  24,  1871.  \ 

To  the  111.  Maater  of Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Maiteri. 

Dkak  Sir  .  md  III.  Companion  : — The  desire  for  a  Grand  (/ouncil 
for  the  Province  of  Ontario  has  been  so  often  expressed,  and  the  belief 
that  its  early  organization  would  materially  advance  the  interests  of 
Cryptic  Masonry,  has  induced  this  Council  to  talce  the  initiative  in  call- 
ing a  Convention  to  secure  that  object,  with  the  approval  of  R.  Illus- 
trious Companion,  T.  Douglas  Harington,  Inspector-General  for 
Ontario  and  Quebec. 

We  are,  therefore,  instructed  to  forward  to  your  Council,  a  copy  of 
Resolutions,  unanimously  adopted  at  a  special  Convention  of  Adoniram 
Council  held  this  evening,  and  to  respectfully  request  your  hearty  co- 
operation in  securing  the  object  contemplated,  bv  calling  a  special  con- 
vocation of  your  Council  for  the  consideration  of  this  important  matter. 

Beaolved,  That  the  introduction  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  and  Appendant  Orders 
into  the  Province  of  Ontario,  has  been  attended  with  beneficial  results, 
and,  considering  the  rapid  increase  of  Councils  working  under  the 
Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  desire  expressed  by  many 
Companions  for  the  organization  of  Councils  in  their  localities,  and  the 
necessity  that  exists  for  a  Supreme  Council  in  this  Province,  it  is  de- 
sirable that  a  Convention,  to  be  composed  of  the  Inspector  General  for 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  Past  T.  I.  M.'s,  Th.  I.  M.'s,  K.  111.  M.'s  of  said 
Councils,  be  held  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  of 
August,  1871,  at  the  Council  Chamber  of  Adoniram  Council,  at  the 
hour  of  three  o'clock  p.m. 

Itesolvedy  That  a  circular,  with  co])ieB  of  the  above  resolution,  signed 
by  the  Th.IU.M.,  R.Ill.M.  and  Recorder,  be  forwarded  to  the  Inspec- 
tor General  for  Ontario,  and  the  vsxious  Councils  meeting  in  Ontario, 
requesting  them  to  appoint  eligible  Companions  as  delegates  to  said 
Convention,  and  aid  in  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Council  for  Ontario. 

Beaolved,  That  the  Th.  111.  M.,  R.  111.  M.  and  111.  M.  of  this  Council 
are  hereby  authorized  to  attend  any  Convention  that  may  be  held 
having  for  its  object  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Council  for  Ontario. 

Should  your  Council  approve  of  the  Convention,  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  provide  your  delegates  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution 
appoj  nting  them,  duly  sealed,  and  signed  by  the  Th.  111.  Master  and 
Reco  rder. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Daniel  Spry,  Th.  I.  M. 
David  McLellan.  R.  111.  M. 
N.  G.  BioELOw,  111.  M. 
W.  A.  Stollery,  Recorder. 
Approved, 
T.  Douglas  Harington, 

Insp.-Gen.  Quebec  and  Ontario. 
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And  also  his  appointment  by  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick,  as  Inspector- General  of  Cryptic  Masonry  for 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  with  authority  to  confer  degrees  and 
open  Councils.  He  said : — "  Under  the  authority  of  this 
appointment  the  Councils  represented  in  this  Convention 
had  been  lawfully  established,  and  as  there  were  more  than 
three  Councils  now  working  in  the  Province,  a  very  natural 
desire  had  been  expressed  to  have  a  Grand  Council  for 
Ontario.  He  heartily  agreed  with  that  desire,  and  he  be* 
lieved  that  the  Grand  Council  for  New  Brunswick  also 
acquiesced  in  the  desire  for  a  Grand  Council  for  this  Pro- 
vince. He  therefore  surrendered  to  this  Convention  the 
authority  which  he  held,  and  would  cheerfully  aid  them  in 
securing  the  object  for  which  they  had  assembled.  After 
some  consideration,  it  was  moved  by  Th.  111.  Companion 
Daniel  Spry,  seconded  by  Th.  111.  Companion  Robert 
Ramsay, 

"That  whereas  the  introduotion  of  Oryptio  Masonry,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  and  appendant 
Orders  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  has  been  attended  with  beneficial 
results,  and  whereas  the  rapid  increase  of  Councils  has  shown  that  it 
is  desirable  that  a  Supreme  Council  be  organized,  therefore  it  is  re* 
solved, 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  composed  of  the  Inspec- 
tor-General for  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  the  delegates  of  more  than 
three  Councils  meeting  in  Ontario,  it  is  desirable  that  a  Supreme  Coun- 
cil should  now  be  formed, 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of 
Ontario  be  and  is  hereby  formed." 

A  constitutiou  which  had  been  prepared  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing by  111.  Companions  Daniel  Spry,  N.  Gordon  Bigelow  and 
D.  McLellan,  and  approved  by  the  Inspector-General,  R.  P. 
Companion  T.  D.  Harington,  was  submitted,  read  and 
adopted,  and  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario  was  fairly  under 
way.     The  following  resolutions  wero  also  passed  : — 

"  That,  in  consideration  of  the  service  rendered  to  Cryptic  Masonry, 
and  the  zeal  displayed  in  assisting  to  organize  this  Grand  Council,  the 
VinnofAry  rank  of  Past  Th.  111.  Master  be  and  is  hereby  conferred  upon 
R.  111.  Companions  T.  Douglas  Harington,  Ottawa  ;  Joseph  G.  A.  Le- 
Blanc,  Montreal  ;  6.  H.  Corbett  and  J.  A.  Ardagh,  Orillin ;  David 
McLellan  and  Nelson  Gordon  Bigelow,  Toronto  ;  J.  W.  H.  Wilson 
and  M.  McLeod,  Bradford  ;  T.  M.  Anderson  and  Wm.  Elliott,  Gait. 

"  That  in  consideration  of  the  long  and  faithful  services  :  idered  to 
Masonry  in  Canada  by  111.  Comp.  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  the  hono- 
rary rank  of  Past  Bight  Puissant  Deputy  Grand  Master  be  conferred 
upon  him." 

The  Province  was  divided  into  two  districts.  First — the 
Western  District,  to  comprise  that  portion  of  the  Province 
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lying  between  the  extreme  westevn  boundary  and  the  River 
Credit.  Second — the  Eastern  District,  to  comprise  that  por- 
tion of  the  Province  lying  east  of  the  River  Credit  and  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  Province.  The  Council  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  their  offict  "s,  which  resulted  in  the 
election  and  appointment  of  the  fo  lowing  companions : — 

'4 

M.  I.  Companion  T.  D.  Haringto;.i,  Ottawa,    M.P.  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Toroijto,  R.P.  Deputy  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  W.  J.  B.  McLeod    loore,  Laprairie,  Past 

R.P.D.G.M. 
R.  I.  Companion  Thomas  Sargant,  Toronto,  Right  Puissant 

Grand  Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  C.  Schomberg  Elliot,  C>rillia,  Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  G.  H.  Patterson,  Gai*;,  Inspector-General 

Western  Division. 
R.  I  Companion  David  McLellan,  Toroii;to,  Inspector- Gene- 
ral Eastern  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  Nelson  Gordon  Bigelow,  Toronto,  Inspector- 
General,  Quebec. 
R.  T.  Companion  Robert  Ramsay,  Orillia,  <  Irand  Recorder. 
R.  I.  Companion  Thos.  W.  Anderson,  GaUv,Grand  Treasurer. 
R.  I.  Companion  J.  W.  H.  Wilson,  Bradfoi  ],  Grand  Captain 

of  Guard. 
V.  I.  Companion  Rev.  Canon  Ramsay,  Nt  wmarket,  Grand 

Chaplain. 
V.  I.  Companion  M.  McLeod,  Bradford,  Grand  Master  of  Cere- 
monies. 
V.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Elliot,  Gait,  Grand  Coiiductor. 
V.  I.  Companions  G.  H.  Corbett,  J.  A.  Ardagh,»Orillia,  Grand 

Stewards.  * 

I.  Companion  John  L.  Dixon,  Toronto,  Grand  '^ontinel. 
V.  I.  Companions  J.  W.  H.  Wilson,  Robert  IVimi?ay,  T.  W. 
Anderson  and  M.  McLeod,  Executive  Com'nittee. 
After  sorae  discussion  it  was  resolved : — 

*' That  the  Executive  Committee  draft  and  forward  {%n  address  to 
our  Mother  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  appria^dg  her  of  the 
formation  of  this  Grand  Council,  and  praying  a  fraternal  recognition, 
and  that  a  circular  letter  of  similar  import  be  also  forwarded  to  the 
other  Grand  Counoila  of  the  world." 

Col.  Moore  and  Companion  LeBlanc  addressed  t,he  Grand 
Council  and  requested  it  to  take  jurisdiction  over  the  Pro- 
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vince  of  Quebec,  which  it  was  decided  to  do.  and  also  "  That 
the  rank  and  titles  of  Officers  and  Companions  shall  be*  the 
Most  Puissant  Grand  Master  as  Most  Illustrious  Companion. 
All  elected  officers  as  Ri^ht  Illustrious  Companions.  All 
appointed  officers  as  Very  Illustrious  Companions.  Thrice 
Illustrious  Masters  of  Councils  as  Thrice  Illustrious  Com- 
panions, and  all  Companions  as  Illustrious  Companions — 
officers  in  all  cases  being  addressed  by  the  names  of  their  re- 
spective offices." 

The  system  of  having  accredited  representatives  near  Sis- 
ter Grand  Councils  was  adopted.  Warrants  were  also  issued 
to  Shekinah  Council  as  No.  1,  of  Orillia ;  Adoniram  as  No. 
2,  of  Toronto  ;  Harington  as  No.  3,  of  Gait ;  and  Zabud  No. 
4,  of  Bradford.  This  brought  to  a  close  the  Convention  and 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario. 


CHA.PTER  XXI. 

The  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Last  Annual  Assemblies  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  New  Brunswick — New  Subordinate  Councils — 
Inauguration  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario. 


SPECIAL  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
New  Brunswick  was  held  in  St.  John,  on  the 
13th  of  January,  1871,  to  consider  applications 
from  R.  E.  Companion  Daniel  Spry  and  others 
for  a  warrant  of  authority  to  open  a  Council  at  Toronto 
under  the  name  of  Adonirara  Council.  The  application  was 
granted.  There  are  no  printed  minutes  of  this  meeting,  but 
the  writer  has  in  his  possession  the  circular  calling  the 
Grand  Council,  and  dated  "St.  John,  N.B.,  6th  January, 
1871."  Another  special  Assembly  was  held  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1871,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  St.  John,  N.B.,at  which  Most 
Illustrious  Companion  J,  C.  Ha  the  way  presided.  Among 
those  present  were  Illustrious  Companions  John  Willis, 
Robert  Marshall,  A.  D.  Goodman,  D.  R.  Munro,  R.  Shives, 
J.  D.  Short,  G.  F.  Ring,  W.  W.  Emslie,  Henry  Card,  D.  Scrib- 
ner,  C.  U.  Hanford,  and  other  Companions.  In  the  printed 
proceedings  of  New  Brunswick,  the  date  of  this  second 
special  Assembly  in  1871  is  given  as  occurring  on  the  13th 
January,  1871.  Right  ]llustrio;3s  Companion  D.  R.  Munro 
writes  me  that  it  is  an  error  of  the  printer,  that  the  date 
should  be  as  I  have  given  it,  "  18th  April,  1871."  Applica- 
tions were  read  from  Companions  Royal  Arch  Masons  resid- 
ing in  Moncton,  N.B.,  for  authority  to  open  "  Mor'!ion  " 
Council ;  from  Companions  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Braut'ord, 
County  of  Simcoe,  Ontario,  for  authority  to  open  "Zabud" 
Council ;  and  from  Royal  Arch  Companions  in  the  town  of 
Gait,  Ont.,  for  authority  to  open  "  Harington  "  Council.  The 
applications,  being  duly  recommended  and  in  proper  form, 
were  granted.  On  Friday,  the  27th  October,  A.D.  1871,  the 
fifth  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Bruns- 
wick was  convened.  M.  I.  Companion  Dr.  J.  C.  Hatheway 
presided.  I'ast  Grand  Master  Robert  Marshall  was  among 
those  present.  Eight  Councils  were  represented.  The  Grand 
Master  in  his  opening  address  alluded  to  the  formation  of 
the  new  Subordinate  Council,  and  then  said  : 
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"With  respect  to  Cryptic  Masonry  in  this  Dominiun,  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  it  is  steadily  prof^ressing.  At  Toronto,  on  the  eighth  day 
of  August  last,  a  convention  was  held,  at  which  delegates  from  four 
Subordinate  Councils  were  present,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Grand 
Council,  and  after  '  mature  deliberation'  organized  '  The  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario,'  and  duly  elected  and  in- 
stalled their  officers.  From  this  Body  I  received  a  copy  of  *  Proceed- 
ings,' with  a  copy  of  their  Constitutions.  I  am  satisfied  from  the  lively 
interest  taken  in  this  Order  in  Ontario,  at  least  that  there  the  work 
will  go  bravely  on." 

After  routine  business  had  been  transacted,  a  communica- 
tion was  read  from  Right  Illustrious  Companion  Robert 
Ramsay,  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Onta- 
rio, seeking  recognition  from  the  Mother  Grand  Council  of 
New  Brunswick.     The  letter  read  as  follows: — 

The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in 
Ontario,  sitting  at  Their  Grand  East  in  Toronto. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  Orillia,  Ont., 

October  IGth,  1871. 

To  M-.-  111-.-  Comp-.-  J.  C.  Hateeway,  M.-  P.-  G.-  M.-  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick. 

Most  Puissant  Sir  : — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  M*.'  P'.'  G\'  M'.'  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario  to  inform  you 
that  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  1871,  duly  appointed  dele- 
gates from  Shekinah  Council,  No.  5,  G'."R-.-N-.B-.',  Adoniram 
Council,  No.  6,  G-.-R-.-N.-B-.-,  Harington  Council,  No.  8,  G'.* 
R-.-N-.-B-.-,  and  Zabud  Council,  No.  9,  G-.R'.-N'.-B-.-,  did  meet 
in  convention  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Toronto,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation  did  organize  "  The  Grand  Council  of  Koyal 
and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario"  and  duly  elected  and  install- 
ed Rt-.Ill-.-Comp-.T.  D.  Harington,  Sa^,  M-.P-.G-.-M.', 111.- 
Comp-. -Daniel  Spry,  18",  Rt-.-P.'D-.G-.-M-.-  and  other  officers. 

I  am  also  directed  to  say  that  this  action  on  the  part  of 
those  Councils  holding  allegiance  to  your  Grand  Council 
was  not  intended  as  a  slight  to  our  Mother  Grand  Council, 
from  whose  otHcers  we  have  always  received  the  greatest 
courtesy  and  kindness.  It  was  done  however,  believing 
that  b}'^  having  a  Grand  Body  in  our  midst,  we  could  better 
serve  the  interests  of  Cryptic  Masonry. 

Such  being  the  case,  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master  of 
Ontario  desirous  that  our  Mother  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick  should  at  once  extend  recognition  to  us  by  ex- 
changing Representatives  and   issuing   such  an  encyclical 
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letter  to  the  Grand  Councils  of  the  world  as  will  prove  to 
them  that  you  concur  in  our  recent  movement,  and  that  we 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  who  belong  to  the  Cryptic  Rite, 
are  on  the  most  amicable  and  friendly  terms. 

By  command  of  the  M'.*P*/G".'M'/,  I  have  the  honour  to  re- 
main, Most  Puissant  Sir, 
Fraternally  yours  in  the  Mysteries  of  the  Secret  Vault. 

Robert  Ramsay, 
Grand  Recorder  of  Ontario. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  M.  I.  Companion  Robert 
Marshall,  and  seconded  by  I.  Companion  Chas.  U.  Hanford: 

Whereas,  The  Province  of  Ontario,  heretofore  holding 
Warrants  from  the  Grand  Council,  has,  with  our  approval, 
established  a  Grand  Council  in  that  Province,  designated  the 
"  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario." 

And  Whereas  Article  No.  ID  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
Grand  Council,  page  61,  reads  as  follows,  viz  : — "  This  Grand 
Council  shall  have  the  sole  government  and  superintend- 
ence of  Councils  of  R.  and  S.  Masters  and  appendant  Orders 
within  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Szc.  he.  &c.  It  shall 
also  have  power  to  constitute,  govern  and  superintend  new 
Councils  within  the  Province  of  New  Bruuswick,  as  well  as 
any  portion  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  or  other  of  the 
British  Provinces  where  there  is  no  Grand  Council,  and 
grant  Charters  and  Dispensations  for  the  same,  &c.  kc.  &;c." 
and 

Whereas  notwithstanding  the  above  mentioned  provis- 
ion made  by  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick,  Dominion  of  Canada,  it  being  the  ardent  desire 
of  Grand  Council  to  grant  our  Daughter,  now  Sister,  Grand 
Council  of  Ontario,  every  privilege  which  the  true  interests 
of  our  Cryptic  Rite  seem  to  suggest : 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  while  anxious  to  work  in  har- 
monv  with  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario,  this  Grand  Coun- 
cil  is  unable  to  grant  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  the  Grand 
Council  of  Ontario  over  Cryptic  Masonry  in  Quebec,  that 
Province  of  the  Dominion  bein^j  unoccupied  Masonic  terri- 
tory. 

The  discussion  upon  this  matter  was  very  full  in  its  sev- 
eral bearings,  the  recognition  and  territory  being  intelligent- 
ly discussed  by  Illustrious  Companions  J.  V.  Ellis,  Elward 
Willis  and  the  mover.  It  was  finally  adopted,  and  the  Grand 
Recorder  was  directed  to  send  a  communication  to  the  Grand 
Recorder  of  the  Grano  Council  of  Ontario,  conveying  the 
resolution  of  welcome  to  the  circle  of  Sister  Grand  Councils. 


INA  VGURATION  OF  GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  ONTARIO.    171 

Office  of  Grand  Recorder  of  Grand  Council, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Dominion  of  Canada  : 

111.  Bro.  Robert  Eamsay,  Esq.,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Council  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario,  Orillia, 
Ont. 

III.  Bro.  and  Dear  Sir  :— 

At  our  Annual  Assembly  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall  in  this 
City,  30th  Oct.,  1871,  the  following  Resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  viz : — 

Resolved,  That  Grand  Council  hereby  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to 
our  Sister  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario,  and 
appoint  M.  P.  Grand  Master  Illustrious  Bro.  T.  D.  Harington,  33^, 
Representative  of  this  Grand  Council  near  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario. 

In  the  bonds  of  our  Order, 

Fraternally  yours, 

A.  D.  Goodwin, 

Grand  Recorder. 

At  this  Assembly  a  letter  was  read  from  Illustrious  Com- 
panion  Robert  Macoy,  as  Represent,ative  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  New  Brunswick,  near  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
York.  It  appeared  that  I.  Companion  Macoy  was  not  an 
af&liated  member  of  any  Subordinate  Council  and  was  there- 
fore ineligible.  A  very  courteous  letter  was  read  from  the 
Companion  explaining  that  he  had  not  affiliated  with  any 
Council  since  the  dissolution  of  the  body  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  and  that  therefore  in  duty  bound  he  resigned  the 
position,  tendering  hearty  thanks  for  the  high  honour  the 
Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  had  desired  to  confer  on 
him.  On  motion  Illustrious  Companion  George  Fred.  "Wilkie, 
of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  a  Companion  well  known  and  esteemed 
by  Canadians,  was  appointed  in  place  of  Companion  Macoy. 
This  year  New  Brunswick  had  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two 
prominent  Companions,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Donald,  Grand  Chap- 
lain, and  Joseph  Conway  Brown,  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Inspec- 
tor-General of  that  Province. 

Illustrious  Companion  Roljert  Marshall  referred  to  a  treaty 
or  alliance  entered  into  and  concluded  upon  the  13th  March, 
1871,  by  the  Supreme  authorities  of  the  United  Orders  of 
the  Temple  and  Hospital  and  Malta,  of  the  thirty-third  De- 
gree, and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  of  England 


172 


CRYPTIC  MASONRY. 


and  Wales.  The  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  may  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  for 
1871,  provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed,  "that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  shall  be  at  liberty  to  ally  it- 
self with  a  governing  body,  to  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
working  the  following  Ancient  Masonic  degrees,  that  is  to 
say,  that  of  '  Royal  and  Select  Master,'  *  Excellent  Master,' 
'  Super-Excellent  Master,'  and  '  Most  Excellent  Master,' 
without  such  act  being  considered  an  infringement  of  the 
present  convention,  or  as  obligatory  in  the  associated  Orders 
to  acknowledge  or  receive  as  an  associated  body  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  hereinbefore  mentioned  degrees  ;  provided 
always  that  all  orders  or  degrees  now  claimed  or  worked  by 
either  of  associated  orders  shall  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  them. 

This  alliance,  it  was  thought,  would  have  an  influence 
tending  to  the  legal  introduction  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in 
England. 

The  proceedings  closed  with  the  election,  appointment  and 
installation  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  resulted 
as  follows : — 

R.  I.  Companion  D.  R.  Munro,  Most  Puissant  Grand  Master. 
R.  I,  Companion'  the  Hon.  Bliss  Botsford,  Deputy  Puisi^ant 

Grand  Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  E.  J.  Wetmore,  Right  Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  Dr.  E.  L.  Barteaux,  Puissant  Grand  Master. 


IP 


Inspectors-General. 

R.  I.  Companion  T.  D.  Harington,  Ontario  and  Quebec. 

R.  I.  Companion  S.  R,  Sircoiu,  Halifax  and  Hants. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  L.  Harris,  Westmoreland. 

R.  I.  Companion  Roberr.  Voung,  Prince  Edward  Island. 

R.  I.  Companion  Rev.  G.  J.  Caie,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  I.  Companion  Shives,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion  A.  D.  Goodwin.  Grand  Recorder. 

V.  I.  Companion  Henry  Duffell,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

V.  I.  Companion  John  Mehick,  Grand  Conductor. 

V.  1.  Companion  C.  U.  Hanford,  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

V.  I.  Companion  E.  E.  Kenney,  Grand  Steward. 

V.  I.  Companion  Henry  Card,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Comjiaiiion  Dinge  Scribner,  Grand  Sentinel. 


IN  A  VG  URA  TION  OF  GH  A  ND  COUNCIL  OF  ONTARIO.    17» 


Finance  Committee. 

Companion  Past  M.P.G.M.  Dr.  Hatheway  and  Very  Illustri- 
ous Companions  G.  H.  Whiting  and  E.  E.  Kenney. 

R.  I.  Companion  D.  R.  Munro  was  appointed  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

In  consideration  of  the  great  services  rendered  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry,  and  the  several  Rites  and  the  appendant 
Orders  now  fully  established  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
and  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  by  the  Companions 
of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  this  part  of  the  Dominion,  it  waa 
moved  that  Illustrious  Companion  Col.  W.  J.  B.  McLeod 
Moore,  33°,  and  Illustrious  Companion  T.  D.  Harington  be 
permanent  members  of  this  Grand  Council,  each  with  the 
rank  of  Past  M.  P.  Grand  Master. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Grami  Council  of  Maine  m  1871, 
Grand  Master  Gordon  R.  Garden,  in  his  Annual  Address,  al- 
ludes to  the  degree  of  the  Red  Cross  being  under  the  care 
of  the  Canadian  Cryptic  Councils.     He  says : — 

"  Our  Companions  in  New  Brunswick  have  assumed  jurisdiction  over 
another  Degree  or  Order.  It  is  well  known  to  you  all  that  while  the 
American  system  of  Knighthood  embraces  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross, 
the  English  system,  which  prevails  in  Canada,  does  not  embrace  it. 
But  that  Order  has  been  conferred  in  Canada  as  a  kind  of  side  degree 
by  certain  officers,  whose  authority  was  recognised  by  the  proper  autho- 
rities in  the  United  States.  Still  the  Order  was  under  no  fixed  a'  ho- 
rity  or  care  in  Canada,  although  the  possession  of  it  was  understo«>d  to 
be  necessary  to  gain  admission  into  assemblies  of  Knights  in  this  coun- 
try. Recognising  the  necessity  of  placing  this  Order  under  some 
known  Masonic  authority,  our  Companions  in  New  Brunswick  have 
incorporated  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  under  the  authority  of  their 
Grand  Council.  I  am  informed  that  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Knights 
Templars  of  the  United  States  has  decided  to  reco4;nise  the  authority  as 
legitimate,  and  all  receiving  the  Order  under  that  authority  are  en- 
titled to  admission  in  all  the  conclaves  of  Knights  of  the  Red  CroB» 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  thought  that  this  action  will  tend  very  strongly  to  make  the  de- 
grees of  Cryptic  Masonry  pre-requisite  to  the  Order  of  Knighthood, 
thus  making  what  is  known  as  '  the  American  system  of  Masonry,'  a 
complete,  progressive  and  harmonious  system." 

On  the  30th  August,  1872,  the  sixth  and  last  annual  assem- 
bly of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  was  held. 
There  is  no  printed  report  of  its  procetdings,  but  business 
of  a  routine  character  only  was  transacted.  A  newspaper 
report  of  the  proceedings  informs  me  that  the  meeting  took 
place  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  St.  John,  N.B,,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing Companions  were  duly  elected  and  installed  for  the 
ensuing  year : — 
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M.  I.  Companion  David  R.  Munro,  Most  Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  John  D.  Short,  Deputy  Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion,  James  G.  Forbes,  Right  Puissant  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Com^.  anion  C.  U.  Hanford,  Puissant  Grand  Master. 

Inspectors-General  of  Divisions. 

M.  I.  Companion  T.  D.  Harington,  Quebec  Division. 

R  I.  Companion  J.  L.  Harris,  Westmoreland  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  S.  R.  Sircom,  Nova  Scotia  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Robt.  Young,  Prince  Edward  Island  Divi- 
sion. 

R.  I.  Companions  Rev.  F.  Partridge,  Rev.  George  J.  Caie, 
Grand  Chaplains. 

R.  I.  Companion  Robt.  Shives,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion,  Alfred  D.  Goodwin,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  Henry  Duffell,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

R.  I.  Companion  Alexander  Christie,  Grand  Conductor. 

R.  I.  Companion  Henry  Leonard,  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

V.  I.  Companion  Levi  H.  Young,  Grand  Steward. 

V.  I.  Companion  Henry  Card,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companion  Dingee  Scribner,  Grand  Sentinel. 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


R.  I.  Companion  E.  Willis,  and  M.  I.  Companions  Dr.  J.  C. 
Hatheway  and  E.  E.  Kenney. 


HALL  COMMITTEE. 

M.  I.  Companion  Robert  Marshall. 

M.  I.  Companion  David  R.  Munro  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  proceedings  of  1872  bring  to  an  end  the  labours  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick.  A  special  meeting,  how- 
ever, was  called  on  the  20th  August,  1875,  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day, the  30th  August,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Princess  street, 
St.  John,  N.  B.  What  was  done  at  this  meeting,  it  is  im- 
possible to  find  out,  as  all  the  books,  papers,  etc.,  were  de- 
stroyed in  the  great  fire  at  St.  John,  in  June,  1877.  As 
Most  Illustrious  Companion  Munro  says,  "  all  lost."  In  Nov- 
ember of  1885  I  wrote  to  my  friend  Munro  and  asked  him 
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to  tell  me  how  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  went 
out  of  existence.       In  reply  he  says  :  "  You  ask  how  and 
when  did  the  Grand  Council,  of  New  Brunswick  die  ?     Did 
it  go  quietly  out  of  existence  ?     Replying  thereto,  the  Grand 
Council  slipped  its  cables,  and  sailed  out  of  port  without 
making  a  ripple."  From  information  that  I  have  from  mem- 
bers of  the  Cryptic  Rite  in  New  Brunswick,  I  believe  that 
the  Grand  Council  there  was  a  fairly  strong  body  at  one 
time,  and  not  wanting  in  enthusiasm  and  vim.    Companions 
Marshall,  Munro  and  others  gave  freely  of  their  time  and 
money,  to  carry  it  along.     In  many  institutions,  as  we  know, 
the  work  generally  falls  on  one  or  two  individuals,  and  this 
was  no  exception  to  the  rule.     The  work  became  wearisome 
and  from  the  large   number  of  other  offices  held  by  the 
Cryptic  Companions,  their  time  was  much  occupied,  and  the 
duties  became  most  irksome  in  all  that  the  term  implies. 
The  Cr}    tic  Rite  was  a  foreign  importation  not  favourably 
looked  upon  at  the  time  by  the  then  leaders  of  Masonry  in 
New  Brunswick.       The  Companions  had  up-hill  work ;  the 
degrees  were  not  sought  after,  and  those  who  did  receive 
them  were  not  inspired  with  much  zeal.     The  subordinate 
Councils  in  St.  John  were  suffered  to  become  dormant,  and, 
with  others,  failing  to  make  returns,  left  the  Grand  Council 
deeply  indebted  to  those  who  were  instrumental  in  planting 
the  Rite  in  this  jurisdiction.      The  Grand  Council  was  for 
years  almost  without  funds,  the  subordinate  Councils  were 
in  arrears  for  dues,  and  it  was  not  thought  expedient  or  gen- 
erous to  press  them  to  liquidation  of  the  indebtedness.  Again, 
many  expenses  had  to  be  met  by  those  warm  in  the  cause. 
Other  grades  required  attention,  notably  the  Preceptory  of 
Knights  Templars,  which  had  suffered  much  by  the  tire — the 
leading  spirits  of  the  one  being  interested  in  the  other,  and 
to  prevent  the  Preceptory  being  crowded  out  of  the  juris- 
diction, they  permitted  the  Grand  Council  to  go.     Then  ap- 
parent apathy  prevailed  in  respect  to  the  Cryptic  Rite,  and 
nothing  was  moving  to  excite  an  interest  in  it.      The  low 
condition  of  the  finances  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  attract- 
iveness of  the  Rite  having  worn  out,  combined  to  render  a 
prosperous  existence  impossible.     Moreover,  the  condition  of 
the  times  were  unfavourable,  and  it  was  therefore  permitted 
to  die  quietly,  rather  than  to  continue  a  struggle  against 
adverse  circumstances,  and  thus  bear  down  more  heavily  on 
one  or  more  Companions.     The  subsequent  business  depres- 
sion, after  1872,  had  much  to  do  with  the  bad  state  of  affairs. 
A  study  of  the  proceedings  of  many  Grand  bodies  will  show 
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how  sadly  a  commercial  stringency  affects  their  prosperity. 
The  great  fire  in  St.  John,  in  1877,  was  a  disheartening  affair, 
and  took  the  vim  and  snap  out  of  many  a  good  Mason.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  fire,  the  Grand  Council  might  have  been 
resuscitated.  Of  course,  had  the  officers  of  the  Cryptic  Rite 
discharged  their  duties  with  diligence  it  would  to-day  be  in 
a  state  of  life  and  vigour.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it 
was  not  poverty  that  caused  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick  to  go  out  of  existence,  but  the  apathy  of  its  mem- 
bers. Some  of  the  "  representatives  "  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  New  Brunswick  still  act  in  different  States  of  the  Union. 
Companion  Munro  writes  me  that  he  hopes  some  day  in  the 
near  future  to  see  Grand  Council  revived.  Since  Grand 
Council  has  become  dormant,  Right  Illustrious  Companion 
Ellis  and  the  members  of  Carleton  Council  have  continued 
work,  and  occasionally  confer  the  degrees.  No  annual  as- 
sembly was  held  after  the  one  just  recorded,  and  the  care  of 
the  territory  devolved  on  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario,  who 
have  since  1872  always  appointed  an  Inspector-General  for 
the  Eastern  Provinces. 


CHAPTER   XXII. 


The  Second  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontario— The 
Opening  of  Khurum  at  iVJaitland — Prevost  at  Dunham,  Que., 

AND    IZABUD   AT   MoNTKEAL— ThH    ReD   CrOS.S   DeQREE   WITH    IM- 
PORTANT  CORRE.4PONDENCE   THEREON. 

!HE  13th  of  August,  1872,  saw  the  Grand  Council 
assembled  in  its  second  annual  reunion  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Toronto.  A  constitutional  num- 
ber of  Councils  was  represented.  Adoniram 
Council  had  111.  Companions  F.  J.  Menet,  W.  J.  Morris,  J.  B. 
Nixon,  Daniel  Spry,  Thos.  Sargant,  David  McLellan,  and 
N.  J.  Bigelow ;  Zabud  Council  was  there  with  111.  Com- 
panions W.  H.  Porter,  Murdoch  McLeod  and  J.  W.  H.  Wil- 
son ;  Khurum  Council  at  Maitland,  a  new  Council,  was  re- 
presented by  111.  Companion  David  McLellan,  and  Prevost 
Council  of  Dunham,  Quebec,  had  111.  Companion  H.  W. 
Wood.  On  account  of  ill  health,  M.  P.  Companion  Haring- 
ton  was  unable  to  attend,  but  had  sent  a  request  that  R. 
Illustrious  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
should  take  charge  of  the  Council.  In  his  address  to  the 
Companions,  Right  Illustrious  Companion  Spry  alluded  to 
the  formation  of  tho  three  new  Councils  to  which  the  Grand 
Master  had  granted  dispensations  at  Maitland,  Dunham  and 
Montreal.  On  the  8th  March,  1872,  under  a  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Master,  Right  Illustrious  Companion  N.  G. 
Bigelow,  in  conformity  with  the  constitution  and  usages  of 
the  Rite,  conferred  the  several  degrees  of  the  Council  upon 
the  following  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  village  of  Maitland, 
Ont.,  viz. :  Companions  George  Cannon  Longley,  John  Dum- 
brille,  John  Easton,  Daniel  Collins,  David  Maxwoll,  John 
Satchell,  Denis  Fell,  Charles  Eldridge,  and  Martin  W.  La 
Fontaine.  On  18th  April,  1872,  the  newly  made  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  met  at  Maitland,  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a  Council.  III.  Companion  G.  C.  Longley  presided,  and 
read  the  dispensation  authorizing  them  to  meet  as  Khurum 
Council,  with  111.  Companion  George  C.  Longley,  as  Thrice 
III.  Master,  III.  Companion  J.  Dumbrille,  Right  III.  Master, 
and  III.  Companion  J.  Easton  as  111.  Master.  On  the  2nd 
of  March,  1872,  a  dispensation  was  issued  to  a  number  of 
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Companions  residinff  at  Dunham.  Quebec,  who  were  anxious 
to  promulgate  the  Rite  in  that  Province.  On  the  11th  of 
March,  1872,  Right  Illustrious  Companion  N.  O.  Bigelow, 
instructed  by  the  Grand  Master,  attended  at  the  Masonic 
Hall  in  Dunham,  and  conferred  the  several  degrees  of  the 
Council  upon  the  following  Royal  Arch  Masons,  viz..  Com- 
panions ^son  Kemp,  Hon.  Thomas  Wood,  £.  H.  Qoff,  H. 
W.  Wood,  A.  H.  Gilmour,  Stephen  Baker,  George  B.  Bilker, 
M.P. ;  G.  H.  Kemp,  T.  F.  Wood,  W.  B.  Sieley,  H.  McK.  I  uUer. 
Charles  Brown,  Hiram  Sieley,  E.  £.  Spencer,  W.  G.  Baker. 
Afterwards,  under  authority  of  another  dispensation,  Prevost 
Council  was  opened  and  constituted  in  due  form  with  Com- 
panion Edson  Kemp  as  the  first  Thrice  Illustrious  Master. 
The  sound  of  the  Cryptic  trowel  had  not  as  yet  been  heard 
in  Montreal,  and  late  in  April  a  petition  was  circulated,  ask- 
ing for  a  warrant  to  establish  a  Council  in  the  Metropolitan 
City.  On  the  2nd  March  the  request  was  granted,  and  a 
dispensation  was  issued  and  on  the  12th  of  April  Right  111. 
Companion  N.  G.  Bigelow,  the  Inspector  General  for  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  proceeded  to  Montreal  to  organize  Iza- 
bud  Council.  Some  of  the  Royal  Arch  Companions  had 
previously  received  the  degrees  in  what  the  Inspector  Gene- 
ral thought  an  irregular  manner,  and  necessitated  the  pro- 
cess of  healing,  after  which  the  Council  was  opened  and  to 
these  Companions  was  committed  the  duty  of  bringing  the 
Rite  under  the  consideration  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec.  111.  Companion  John  H.  Isaacson 
was  the  first  Thrice  lUustrions  Master  of  Izabud  Council. 

Each  of  these  applications  was  accompanied  by  the  proper 
certificates  and  vouchers  of  the  Inspector  General  of  the  Di- 
vision, as  required  by  Act  X.  of  the  Constitution,  and  it  is 
for  the  Grand  Council  now  to  decide  whether  or  not  a  war- 
rant of  Constitution  be  issued  to  them  respectively.  Right 
111.  Companion  N.  Gordon  Bigelow,  Inspector  General  for 
Quebec,  to  whom  the  Grand  Master  granted  his  Dispensa- 
tion, proceeded  to  the  various  places  where  the  Councils 
were  to  be  opened,  and  instructed  the  Illustrious  Companions 
in  the  moper  organizations  of  their  Councils. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  congratulated  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil on  the  prompt  and  hearty  recognition  extended  to  it 
by  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  and  said  that 
"  this  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Body,  from 
which  all  the  Councils  that  took  part  in  the  formation  of 
this  Grand  Council,  obtained  their  warrants,  will  be  highly 
esteemed,  and  it  will  assist  in  linking  us  still  closer  in  the 
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bonds  of  fraternal  afTection  with  our  Illustrious  Companions 
and  countrymen  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Many  of  the 
Grand  Councils  in  the  United  States  have  also  been  prompt 
in  extending  to  us  fraternal  reco^ition,  amongst  which  may 
be  mentioned  Massachusetts,  Tennessee,  Illinois,  Alabama 
and  New  Jersey."  The  Deputy  Grand  Master  also  said  that 
"  from  all  I  can  learn,  the  Councils  in  this  jurisdiction  are 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  Thejr  all  follow  the  work  as 
taught  by  our  illustrious  Companions  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  there  is  that  uniformity  which  is  pleasing  to  witness. 
Our  Councils  confer  the  Royal  Select,  Super- Excellent  and 
'  Red  Cross'  degrees,  and  I  observe  that  some  of  the  chair- 
men of  the  Committees  of  Foreign  Correspondence  find  fault 
with  us  for  recognizing  the  '  Red  Cross '  as  a  Ciyptic  degree ; 
under  the  circumstances  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  publish 
for  the  information  of  the  Illustrious  Companions  the  corres- 
pondence as  set  forth  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  New  Brunswick." 

Right  Illustrious  Companion  Thomas  Bird  Harris,  of  Ham- 
ilton, had  as  a  special  mark  of  favour  in  consideration  of  the 
long  and  faithful  services  he  had  rendered  the  craft  in  Can- 
ada, 4.ne  rank  of  Past  Right  Puissant  Deputy  Grand  Master 
conferred  on  him.  The  territory  over  which  the  Grand 
Council  held  swa}*  was  again  enlarged  and  it  was  resolved 
to  claim  jurisdiction  over  the  Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec 
and  Manitoba,  and  that  the  same  be  divided  into  four  Ma- 
sonic districts,  viz.:  1st — Western  Division  of  Ontario  to 
comprise  that  portion  of  Ontario  lyin^  between  the  extreme 
western  boundaiy  and  the  River  Credit.  2nd — The  Eastern 
Division  of  Ontario  to  comprise  that  portion  of  Ontario  lying 
east  of  the  River  Credit  and  the  eastern  boundan^  of  said 
Province.  3rd — ^The  Province  of  Quebec.  4th — ^The  Pro- 
vince of  Manitoba.  The  Grand  Council,  naturally  anxious 
that  they  should  have  at  least  the  fraternal  recognition  of 
the  other  Masonic  bodies  in  Canada,  but  more  especially  the 
Grand  Chapter,  prepared  an  address  to  that  body,  apprising 
her  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Council  and  asking  for 
fraternal  recognition.  The  document  is  an  interesting  one 
and  is  worthy  producing.    It  Hays : 

To  the  M.  £.  G.  Z.  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  Ontario : 

Fraternally  sheweth. — ^That  the  Masonic  Rite,  known  as 
Cryptic  Masonry,  is  of  a  kindred  origin  and  nature  with 
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Koyal  Arch  Masonry.  It  embraces  four  degrees,  called  res- 
pectively Royal  Master,  Select  Master,  Super-Excellent  Mas- 
ter and  Red  Cross  of  Babvlon.  These  are  conferred  onlv 
upon  those  (Companions  who  have  previously  received  all 
those  degrees  over  which  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  has 
control.  This  Rite  cannot,  therefore,  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

On  the  8th  day  of  August,  1871,  a  convention  of  duly 
authorized  delegates  from  the  several  Councils  of  this  Rite, 
was  hold  at  the  City  of  Toronto,  and  a  Grand  Council  of  the 
Rite  formed  under  the  name  of  "  The  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario,"  with  M.  111.  Comp.  T. 
Douglas  Harington,  M.  E.  G.  Z.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  as  the  first  M.  P.  G.  M 

Since  that  date  the  Order  has  steadily  advanced,  and  a 
fraternal  recognition  has  been  extended  by  our  Mother 
Grand  Council  (New  Brunswick),  and  by  a  large  number  of 
other  sister  Grand  Councils,  and  representatives  exchanged. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  held  at  To- 
ronto, on  the  13th  insi,  a  resolution  was  passed  expressing 
the  desire  of  the  Grand  Council,  that  a  fraternal  recognition 
should  be  extended  by  the  Grand  Chapter  to  this  its  Sister 
Order,  and  that  a  memorial,  setting  out  those  wishes  should 
be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  Pursuant 
thereto  this  memorial  is  fraternally  and  respectfully  present- 
ed, praying  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  may  ex^  ;nd 
Internal  recognition  to  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Se- 
lect Masters  of  Ontario  and  the  several  degrees  over  which  it 
exercises  Masonic  jurisdiction. 

The  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  proceeded  with  and  the 
following  Companion'  were  duly  elected,  approved  and  in- 
stalled, after  which  Grand  Council  was  closed  in  ample 
form  :— 

M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry.  Toronto,  M.P.  Grand 
Master;  M.  I.  Companion  T.  Douglas  Harington,  Ottawa, 
Past  M.P.G.M. ;  R.  1.  Companion  Nelson  Gonlon  Bigelow, 
Toronto,  R.P.D.G.M.;  R  I.  Companion  W.  J.  B.  McLeod 
Moore,  La  Prairie,  Past  RP.D.G.M. ;  R.  I.  Companion  Thos. 
Bird  Harris,  Hamilton,  Past  RP.D.G.M. ;  R  1.  Companion 
John  H.  Isaacson^  Montreal,  RP.G.M. ;  R.  I.  Companion  Wm. 
H  Porter,  Bradford,  P.G.M. ;  R  I.  Companion  Thos.  Sargant, 
Toronto,  Grand  Recorder ;  R.  I.  Companion  Thos.  McLellan, 
Hamilton,  Treasurer;  R.  I.  Companion  Murdoch  McLeod, 
Bradford,  Capt.  of  G, ;  R.  I  Companion  John  L.  Dixon,  To- 
ronto, Sentinel ;  R  I.  Compauion  G.  C.  Patterson,  Toronto, 
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Inspector-General  Western  Division  of  Ontario ;  R.  I.  Com- 
panion Robert  Ramsay,  Inspector-General  Eastern  Division 
of  Ontario ;  R.  I.  Companion  Edson  Kemp,  Montreal,  Inspec- 
tor-General Quebec  Division. 

The  M.P.  Grand  Master  then  made  the  following  appoint- 
ments: 

V.  I.  Companion  W.  J.  Morris,  Toronto,  Inspector-General 
for  Manitoba ;  V.  I.  Companion  Canon  Ramsay,  Newmarket, 
Grand  Chaplain ;  V.  I.  C()mpanion  Fred.  J.  Menet,  Toronto, 
Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies ;  Y.  I.  Companion  H.  W.  Wood, 
Knowlton,  Quebec,  Grand  Conductor;  V.  I.  Companion 
George  C.  Longley,  Maitland,  Grand  Organist ;  V.  I.  Com- 
panion J.  B.  Nixon,  Toronto ;  V.  I.  Companion  B.  Barnard, 
Bradford,  Grand  Stewards ;  R.  I.  Companions  C.  Schomberg 
Elliot,  Orillia ;  D.  McLellan,  Hamilton,  and  V.  I.  Companions 
J.  W.  H.  Wilson,  Bradford ;  W.  H.  Walkem,  Bradford,  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  September  of  1 872  a  petition  was  received  frcm  Ex- 
cellent Companion  Wm.  Hay  and  a  number  of  Companions 
residing  in  the  City  of  Ottawa  to  Constitute  a  Council  in 
that  city  to  be  named  "  Gedeliah  "  Council,  and  a  dispensa- 
tion having  been  issued  V.  111.  Comp.  W.  J.  Morris,  Inspec- 
tor-General, directed  by  the  Grand  Master,  constituted  that 
Council  on  the  24th  of  October,  assisted  by  Illustrious  Com- 
panion Joseph  Purvis,  of  Adoniram  Council,  Toronto.  The 
Ambitious  City  at  the  head  of  the  great  lakes  had  in  it 
Companions  anxious  to  uphold  the  standard  of  the  Cryptic 
Rite,  and  with  the  aid  of  two  well-known  names  in  Masonry,, 
Companion  William  Gibson,  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Craft 
and  Capitular  Masonry,  Richard  Brierly  and  others,  a  dis-> 
pensation  was  issued  to  open  *'  Salem  "  Council,  so  that  M.  P. 
Companion  Spry  was  enabled  on  the  7th  of  August,  1873,  to 
open  and  duly  constitute  the  Council  in  Hamilton,  assisted 
b^  Right  III.  Companions  T.  B.  Harris  and  David  McLellan. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 
Th>  Third  Amnuai.  Asbbmbly  of  tub  Grand  Counuii.  ur  Omtario— 

A   FfiATKBNAli  KICOOHITION    FHOM   TUB  GkAKD  CoVKCIL  OF  NbW 

Brunswick. 


(HE  Vhird  Annual  Assembly  convened  on  the  18ih 
of  August,  1873,  with  Most  Illustrious  Compan- 
ion Daniel  Spry  in  the  chair.  A  i^oodiy  number 
of  Companions  were  present.  From  Adoniram 
Council  there  were  Illustrious  Companions  W.  J.  Morris,  J.  B. 
Nixon,  Daniel  Spry,  N.  G.  Bigelow,  T.  B.  Harris,  David  Mc- 
Lellan  and  Thomas  Sargant.  From  Zabud  Council  at  Brad- 
ford, there  were  Illustrious  Companions  J.  G.  Graham,  J.  W. 
H.  Wilson,  H.  S.  Broughton,  GiMon  Cook,  W.  H.  Porter  and 
W.  H.  Walkem.  From  Salem  Council  came  Illustrious  Com- 
panions W.  Gibson,  Richard  Brierly  and  James  Thompson. 
The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  said  that : 

"  While  Cryptic  MMonry  has  not  made  anv  rapid  strides  in  Ontario 
during  the  ptbt  year,  I  am  quite  satisfied  with  its  steady  progress.  We 
do  not  desire  to  confer  these  degrees  upon  any  but  those  who  can  fully 
appreciate  the  honour  bestowed  upon  them  in  being  ad.  litted  among 
the '  select  and  happy  few '  who,  in  their  search  for  Masunio  knowledge, 
have  penetrated  the  secrets  of  the  Ninth  Arch.  It  is  our  desire  to  ad- 
vance the  Cryptic  Rite  in  such  a  manner  as  will  reflect  credit  upon  all 
who  are  admitted  to  th(  se  degrees ;  I  am  glad  to  know  that  our  Coun- 
cils have  kept  this  very  important  point  steadily  in  view,  and  have 
guarded  well  the  portals  against  all  unworthy  intruders.  " 

The  reader  will  remember  that  in  1871,  when  the  Grand 
Council  of  Ontario  was  formed,  the  Grand  Recorder  was  di- 
rected to  send  an  official  notification  of  the  organization  of 
such  a  body  to  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick.  This 
was  done,  and  the  Grand  Master  referring  to  it  says  : 

"  Although  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick  have  not  officially  reached  us,  we  learn  from  their 
published  proceedings,  which  we  have  received  from  another 
source,  that  the  following  resolutions  were  passed : — 

*'  Whtreas,  the  Province  of  Ontario  heretofore  holding  warrants  from 
this  Grand  Council  has,  with  our  full  approval,  established  a  Grand 
Council  in  that  Province,  designated  the  '  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  Ontario. ' 

182 


TIJIBD  ANNUAL  ASSBMBLY. 


183 


*'And  whereat f  Article  No.  10  of  the  Gonatitation  of  this  Oimnd 
Ooundl,  pMM  61,  reads  m  foUowi,  triz :  *  That  this  Orand  Oounoil  shall 
have  the  sole  government  and  superintendence  of  Councils  of  Roval 
and  Select  Masters,  and  appendant  Orders  within  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick. '  It  shall  also  have  power  to  constitute,  govern  and  super- 
intend  new  Councils  within  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  as  well 
•s  any  portion  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  or  other  of  the  British  Pro- 
vinces, where  there  is  no  Grand  Council,  and  grant  Charters  and  dis- 
pensations for  the  same,  etc.,  etc. 

*<  Wherecu,  notwithstandind  the  above  provision  made  by  the  Orand 
Council  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  Duminion  of  Canada,  it 
being  the  ardent  desire  of  Orand  Council  to  grant  our  Daughter,  now 
Sister,  Orand  Council  of  Ontario,  every  privil^;e  which  the  true  inter- 
ests of  our  Cryptic  Rite  seem  to  suggest  ; 

''  Therefore  ttMolved — That  while  anxious  to  work  in  harmony  with 
the  Orand  Council  cf  Ontario,  this  Otand  CouneU  ia  unable  to  grant  ex- 
<iutive  juriediction  to  the  Orani  CouneU  of  Ontario  over  Cryptic  Maeonry 
in  Quebec— 'iluA  part  of  the  Dominion  being  unoccupied  Masonic  terri- 
tory. " 

By  reference  to  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Convention, 
page  21,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : — 

"  That  in  the  event  of  no  objection  being  made  by  the  Grand  Council 
of  New  Brunswick,  this  Orand  Council  also  claims  jurisdiction  over  the 
Province  of  Quebec. " 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that  we  did  not  desire  to  deprive 
our  Mother  Qrand  Council  of  any  of  her  rights  and  privi- 
leges, but  as  there  appears  to  have  been  some  objections  to 
conceding  what  was  asked,  it  seems  to  me  only  proper  that  I 
should  explain  that  this  resolution  was  not  among  those  ori- 
ginally prepared  for  the  organization  of  Qrand  Council,  but 
was  adopted  at  the  earnest  request  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  from  Quebec,  present  at  the  Convention,  who  de- 
sired to  extend  our  beautiful  Rite  with  a  view  of  ultimately 
forming  a  Grand  Council  for  that  Province,  one  of  whom — 
our  M.  111.  Companion  Col.  Moore — has  since  received  the 
honorary  rank  of  Past  Grand  Master  from  the  Orand  Coun- 
cil of  New  Brunswick. 

This  is  made  still  more  manifest  by  comparing  the  resolu- 
tion already  referred  to,  with  Art  2  of  our  Constitution, 
which  is  as  follows : — This  Grand  Council  claims  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  and  shall  have  the  sole  government  and  Super- 
intendence of  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  anXap- 
pendant  Orders  within  the  Province  of  Ontario.  The  marked 
difference  between  the  two  quotations  will  be  apparent. 
We  claim  exctuaive  jurisdiction  over  Ontario,  and  concurrent 
jurisdiction  over  the  Province  Masonically  unoccupied  by  the 
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Cryptic  Rite,  and  such  was  still  the  intention  of  Grand 
Council,  when  at  the  last  Annual  Assembly,  held  on  the 
13th  of  August,  1872,  it  adopted  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Oounoil  olaims  jurisdiction  orer  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec  and  Manitoba,  etc. 


This  resolution  was  passed  to  enable  the  Executive  to 
adopt  means  for  the  extension  of  the  Cryptic  Rite  in  Canada, 
while  the  Constitution,  which  properly  defines  the  limits  of 
our  claims  to  exclusive  jurisdiction,  remains  unchanged. 

It  is  quite  true  we  have  appointed  Inspectors-General  for 
these  Provinces ;  but  in  doing  so,  we  are  but  following  the 
example  of  our  Mother  Grand  Council  in  giving  power  to 
these  officers  to  create  and  instal  R.  A.  Masons  in  good  repute, 
as  Select,  Royal  and  Super-Excellent  Masters,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  iforming  new  Councils.  We  are  happy  to  believe 
that  the  course  we  then  adopted  by  complying  with  the  re- 
quest of  our  III.  Companions,  has  been  productive  of  much 
?ood,  as  two  Councils  have  been  already  established  by  our 
nspector-General  for  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

I  am  certain,  therefore,  that  Grand  Council  will  be  willing 
to  acknowledge  that  Quebec  is  "  unoccupied  Masonic  terri- 
tory, "  and  that  with  this  explanation  our  Sister  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  New  Brunswick  will  be  willing  to  unite  with  us  in 
saying  that  "  we,  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  who  belong  to 
the  Cryptic  Rite,  are  on  the  most  amicable  and  friendly 
terms.  ' 

Grand  Council  is  aware  that  Cryptic  Mas&nry,  which  is 
gradually  becoming  of  considerable  importance  on  this  con- 
tinent, has  been  introduced  into  Great  Britain,  and  with  the 
assistance  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
New  York,  the  Grand  Council  of  England  has  been  duly- 
formed.  This  is  pleasing  information  to  us,  and  although 
no  official  intimation  of  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Body 
has  reached  me,  I  consider  the  matter  of  too  much  impor- 
tance to  pass  it  over  in  silence,  feeling  assured  that  you 
will  unite  with  me  in  heartily  wishing  the  Grand  Council  of 
England  every  prosperity.  Grand  Council  is  also  aware 
that  considerable  diversity  prevails  in  the  ritual,  titles  of  of- 
ficers, and  the  order  of  conferring  the  degrees  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  several  Grand  Councils  of  the  United  States. 
To  remedy  this  great  evil,  and  to  secure  perfect  uniformity, 
the  Grand  Council  of  Maine,  on  the  3rd  May,  1871,  directed 
M.  111.  Companion  J.  H.  Drummond  to  call  a  Convention 
of  R.  and  S.  Masters  to  meet  in  New  York  in  June,  1872. 
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This  Convention  met  on  the  12th  of  June — fourteen  Grand 
Councils  being  repreiiented ;  elected  permanent  officers ;  ap- 
pointed various  important  committees ;  and  transacted  con- 
siderable business  of  very  great  benefit  to  the  Cryptic  Rite. 
The  principal  matter  of  importance  to  us  is  the  following  re- 
port which  was  adopted : — 

The  Committee  on  Nomenclature  recommend  the  follow- 
ing for  titles  of  Grand  and  Subordinate  Bodies  of  the  Cryp- 
tic Rite : — 

Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master. 

Deputy  Grand  Maetor. 

Grand  Principal  Conductor  of  Work. 

Grand   Treasurer. 

Grand  Recorder. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards. 

Grand  Conductor  of  the  Council. 

Grand  Steward. 

Grand  Sentinel. 

They  also  recommend  that  meetings  of  bodies  of  this  Rite 
be  denominated  "Assemblies,"  and  that  the  Subordinate 
Bodies  omit  the  word  "  Grand, "  and  in  place  of  "  Most,  *'  for 
first  officer,  use  the  word  "  Thrice. " 

The  districts  or  divisions  of  the  Grand  Council  were  again 
changed,  by  the  dividing  of  the  Province,  viz :  1st — -The 
Hamilton  Division,  to  comprise  that  portion  of  Ontario  ly- 
ing between  the  extreme  western  boundary  and  the  River 
Credit.  2nd — The  Toronto  Division,  to  comprise  that  por- 
tion of  Ontario  lying  east  of  the  River  Credit  and  west  of 
the  River  Trent.  3rd — The  Ottawa  Division,  to  comprise 
that  portion  of  Ontario  lying  east  of  the  River  Trent  and 
west  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  Province,  and  that  we 
continue  to  appoint  Inspectors-General  for  Quebec  and 
Manitoba. 

The  Committee  on  Warrants  recommended  the  granting 
of  warrants  to  Gedeliah  Council,  No.  8,  at  Ottawa,  and  Sa- 
lem Council,  No.  9,  at  Hamilton.  v 

The  first  memorial  page  in  the  proceedings  was  in  this 
year.  Comp.  Murdoch  McLeod  passed  into  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil above  and  a  fitting  resolution  expressed  for  the  widow 
the  sympathy  of  the  Companions.  The  meeting  elected  its 
Grand  officers  for  the  ensumg  year : 
M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Toronto,  M.P.  Grand  Master. 
M.  I.  Companion  T.  Douglas  Harington,  Ottawa,  P.M.P.G.M. 
M.  I.  Companion  W.  J.  B  McLeod,  Moore,  La  Prairie,  P.M.- 
P.G.M. 
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R.  I.  Companion  Nelson  Gordon  Bigelow,  Turonto,  R.P.D.O.M. 

R.  I.  Companion  Geo.  C.  Longley,  Maitland,  R.P.G.M. 

R.  I.  Companion  Fred  J.  Menet,  Toronto,  P.G.M. 

R.  I.  Companion  Thomas  Sargant,  Toronto,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  David  Mcl^llan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treas- 
urer. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  Gordon  Graham,  Bradford,  Grand 
Captain  of  Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  L.  Dixon,  Toronto,  Grand  Sentinel. 

INSPECTOR-UENERAL  OF  DIVISIONS. 

R.  T.  Companion  Thos.  Bird  Harris,  Past  R.P.D.G.M.,  Hamil- 
ton Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  H.  Porter,  Bradford,  Toronto,  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Hay,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Edson  Kemp,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 
The  Grand  Master  then  made  the  following  appointments  : 

V.  I.  Companion  W.  J.  Morris,  Toronto,  Inspector-General  for 
Manitoba. 

y.  I.  Companion  W.  Gibson,  Hamilton,  Grand  Master  of 
Ceremonies. 

V.  L  Companion  J.  G.  A.  LeBlanc,  Montreal,  Grand  Conduc- 
tor. 

V.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Dixon,  Toronto,  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Kerr,  Ottawa  ;  V.  I.  Companion  Joshua 
G.  Burns,  Toronto,  Stewards. 


'w 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITI'EE. 

R.  I.  Companion  C.  Schomberg  Elliot,  Orillia. 
K.  I.  Companion  D.  McLellan,  Hamilton. 
R.  I.  Companion  J.  W.  H.  Wilson,  Bradford. 
R.  I.  Companion  Richard  Brierly,  Hamilton. 

The  followinjj  correspondence  in  connection  with  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Red  Cross  Degree  will  be  found  interesting : — 

The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of 

Ontario, 

Office  of  the  Grand  Master^ 
Toronto,  Ont.,  14th  October,  1873. 

To  the  V.  Erat.  Sir  Kt.  Fra.  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore,  33°, 
Grand  Prior  United  Orders  of  the  Temple  and  Hospital, 
Dominion  of  Canada. 

Very  Eminent  Sir  Knight  and  Dear  Sir: — 
The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  On- 
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tario  having  now  been  in  existence  for  more  than  two  yeara, 
I  beg  to  request  you  to  kindly  extend  to  un  the  same  privi- 
lege as  you  granted  to  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick, 
viz :  the  liberty  to  confer  the  Red  Cross  Degree  in  our  Sub- 
ordinate Councils,  as  explained  in  your  letter  of  February 
2nd,  1871,  to  Sir  Knight  Gardner,  of  Massachusetts,  Grand 
Master  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
you  will  issue  such  authority  as  I  may  publish  in  our  pr 
ceedings. 

I  beg  to  remain.  Very  Eminent  Grand  Prior, 
Yours  sincerely  and  fraternally, 
DANIEL  SPRY, 
M.  P.  Grand  Master. 


r»- 


Oficeofthe  Grand  Prior  of  the  United  Orders  of  the  Temple 
and  Hospital,  of  St.  John  of  Jernsalevn,  Palestine, 
Rhodes  and  Malta,  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Laprairie,  Province  of  Quebec,  17th  October,  1873. 

Most  III.  Comp.  and  Dear  Sir,— 1  am  in  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  14th  inst.,  requesting  that  the  same 
privilege  may  be  extended  to  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario,  as  I  had  granted  to  the  Grand 
Council  of  New  Brunswick,  viz.,  that  of  conferring  the 
American  degree  of  Red  Cross,  and  beg  to  assure  you  that 
you  are  fully  authorized  to  do  so ;  indeed,  I  intended  the 
authority  granted  in  1871,  to  the  New  Brunswick  Council, 
then  the  only  one  in  the  Domnion,  should  extend  to  all  fu- 
ture Grand  Councils  established  in  Canada.  At  the  same 
time,  I  wish  it  clearly  to  be  understood  that  the  preceptors 
of  Knights  Templar  Preceptories  still  retain  the  power  of 
communicating  the  degrees  in  their  Preceptories  on  Knights 
Templar  only. 

I  am  dear  Sir  and  M.  111.  Comp., 
Faithfully  and  fraternally  yours, 
W:  J.  B.  McL.  MdOKE,  33° 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Temple, 

Grand  Prior  Dom.  of  Canada. 

To  M.  III.  Comp.  Daniel  Spry,  30°,  M.P.  Grand  Master, 
Grand  Council  R.  and  S.  Masters  of  Ontario. 
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On  the  23rd  of  July,  1874,  a  petition  duly  ftiffned  having 
been  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Master,  "  Enoch  "  Council  was 
opene<l  at  London,  Ont.  R.  111.  Comp.  D.  McLellan  opened 
the  Council,  assisted  by  V.  111.  Comp.  William  Gibson.  111. 
Comp.  James  O'Connor  was  the  first  Thrice  Illustrious 
Master  of  Enoch  Council,  «  I.  Comp.  H.  A.  Baxter  as  R.  111. 
Master,  and  111.  Comp.  Joseph  Pigot  as  Illustrious  Master. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Thi  Fourth  Ammual  Amimrly  ur  tpr  Grand  Council  or  Ontario 
— Thr  Action  or  thr  Grand  Chaptrr  or  Canada  on  thr  Mr- 
MORiAL  or  thr  Grand  Council  or  Ontario  Ahkino  Fratrrnal 
Rrooonition. 


[HE  Fourth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  on  the  25th 
day  of  Auffust,  1874,  in  the  City  of  Toronto. 
Amongst  those  present  were  Illustrious  Com- 
panions Spry,  McLellan,  Menet,  Bigelow,  Sar- 
gant,  Nixon,  Joshua  O.  Bums,  of  Toronto,  all  l^longing  to 
Adoniram  Council ;  Illustrious  Companions  J.  W.  Wilson,  H. 
S.  Brouffhton.  Gibson  Cook,  W.  H.  Porter,  W.  H.  Walkem, 
and  J.  Q.  Graham,  of  Zabud  Council,  Bradford  ;  Illustrious 
Companions  John  Dumbrille  and  Georare  C.  Longley,  of 
Khurum  Council,  Maitland ;  William  Gibson,  and  Richard 
Brierly,  of  Salem  Council,  Hamilton,  and  Illustrious  Com- 
panions James  O'Connor,  of  Enoch  Council,  London,  Ont. 
The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  Rt.  Illustrious  Companion  T.  B.  Harris,  a  Past 
Right  Puissant  Grand  Master,  and  Inspector-General  of  the 
Hamilton  Division,    He  died  on  the  18th  of  August,  1874. 
The  difference  which  existed  in  Craft  masonry  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  had  so  crippled  the  energies  and  impaired 
the  usefulness  of  all  grades  of  Freemasonry,  that  the  Cryptic 
Rite  had  not  flourished  as  well  as  it  might  have  in  that  sec- 
tion of  Canada.    The  Grand  Master  referred  to  the  address, 
which,  at  a  former  meeting  of  Grand  Council,  had  been  pre- 
pared for  presentation  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  ask- 
ing for  fraternal  recoj^nition.    He  said  that :-    ''  At  the  An- 
nual Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
(1872),  a  memorial  was  presented  by  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee, asking  that  Body  to  extend  fraternal  recognition  to 
this  Grand  Council.     With  our  approval,  no  action  was 
taken  at  that  session,  and  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the 
subject,  has  remained  in  abeyance,  and  I  would  not  again 
have  alluded  to  the  subject,  had  not  M.  E.  Companion  S.  B. 
Harman,  in  his  able  address  to  Grand  Chapter,  at  its  Convo- 
cation (1873),  in  a  very  kind  manner  brought  the  Eubject 
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prominently  under  the  notice  of  that  Grand  Body.  The 
Executive  Committee,  however,  in  their  report,  did  not  con- 
sider it"  advisable  io  extend  recognition  to  any  other  Orders 
than  those  at  present  recognized  by  Grand  Chapter."  I  am 
certain  that  members  of  this  Grand  Council  will  not  desire 
to  seek  recognition  from  any  body  that  does  not  wish  to  ex- 
change the  usual  Masonic  courtesies,  and,  I  feel  assured, 
such  action  will  not  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with 
those  Masonic  bodies  that  are  making  such  rapid  progress  in 
the  Dominion.  In  explanation  of  the  degrees  conferred  in 
our  Council  I  may  be  permitted  to  give  the  following  quota- 
tion for  the  information  of  the  uninitiated,  from  the  Report 
of  the  Grand  Council  of  Pennsylvania : — 

"The  Couiicil  degrees  are  the  historical  or  explanatory 
degrees.  The  Royal  Master's  has  exclusive  reference  to  the 
three  symbolic  degrees — more  particularly  to  the  Mark 
Master's  degree.  The  Super-Excellent  Master's  degree  is 
the  connecting  link  between  the  M.  Ex-Master  and  R.  A. 
Degrees,  and  accounts  for  those  events,  Jewish  and  Masonic, 
which  took  place  from  the  dedication  of  the  first  Temple,  to 
the  effort  made  in  rebuilding  the  second  Temple,  a  period  of 
470  years ;  whilst  the  Select  Master's  degree  accounts  for, 
and  explains,  the  discovery  made  in  the  R.  A.  degree. 

"  These  degrees  are  as  important  as  many  others,  and 
those  who  are  familiar  with  our  beautiful  Ritual  will  conti- 
nue to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  secrets  of  the  Ninth 
Arch. " 

The  Grand  Master  referred  to  the  want  of  uniform  work, 
titles,  etc.,  and  said  "The  New  York  Convention  having 
adopted  a  uniform  '  work '  I  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  it,  and  beg  to  recommend  that  it  be  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Council.  I  cannot,  however,  agree  with  our  111.  Com- 
panions in  every  respect,  and  cannot,  therefore,  at  present 
recommend  any  change  in  regard  to  the  Super-Ex.  Master 
and  Red  Cross  Degrees. 

"  A  resolution  was  adopted,  declaring  it  to  be  the  opinion 
of  those  present  that  the  Degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
tera  should  be  made  pre-requisite  to  the  orders  of  Knight- 
hood. It  is  not  advisable  that  we  should  take  any  such 
action  in  this  jurisdiction,  as,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  better  that 
the  Cryptic  Rite  should  occupy  an  entirely  independent  posi- 
tion, and  that  no  efforts  be  made  to  induce  those  to  take  the 
degrees,  who  are  not  likely  to  be  active  workers.  Masonry  in 
all  its  branches  has  far  too  many  drones  in  its  busy  hive, 
and  I  trust  every  caution  will  be  exercised  in  the  admission 
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of  candidates  to  the  Ninth  Arch,  so  that  none  will  be  ad- 
mitted  who  desire  only  to  take  '  all  the  degrees  they  can 
get,'  without  any  regard  to  the  further  obligations  and 
duties  thereby  entailed  upon  them.  " 

The  Committee  on  the  Address,  in  their  report,  referred 
particularly  to  the  portion  which  alluded  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  and  said  : 

"  Your  Committee  are  desirous  of  placing  before  the  Grand 
Council  its  opinion  respecting  recognition  of  the  various 
superior  and  inferior  grades  of  Masonry  by  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil, and  the  reciprocal  compliment  of  a  recognition  by  them. 
It  is  believed  the  application  of  this  Grand  Council  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  recognition,  that  body  having 
previously  extended  recognition  to  kindred  bodies,  was  more 
with  a  view  of  conforming  to  custom  than  endorsing  a  prin- 
ciple which  is,  in  fact,  vicious.  It  is  certainly  courteous  in 
the  Grand  Chapter  to  recognize  the  Grand  Frioir,  or  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  &;  A.  Rite ;  but  while  this  cour- 
tesy is  being  extended,  how  little  does  the  Grand  Chapter 
know  whether  or  not  the  tenets  and  traditions  of  these  sys- 
tems are  not  really  subversive  of  the  existence  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  And  it  may  fairly  be  doubted  whether  the 
Grand  Chapter  ought  to  lend  its  countenance  to  any  Rite, 
no  matter  how  well  recommended,  whose  teachings  and  tra- 
ditions are  withheld  from  its  knowledge — for  by  doing  so, 
they  perform  that  too  common  exercise  of  '  voting  blind.  * 
Moreover,  every  system  should  be  allowed  to  stand  or  fall  by 
its  own  intrinsic  worth.  The  growth,  without  this  friendly 
commendation,  may  be  slow,  but  it  is  sound  and  enduring. 
It  is  apprehended  this  Grand  Council  will  not  decline  the 
friendly  salutations  of  her  co-workers  in  the  Masonic  har- 
vest-field, yet  it  will  be  well  to  keep  in  mind  the  difierence 
between  a  recognition  based  upon  principle  and  a  recogni- 
tion prompted  by  courtesy. 

"  Your  Committee  cordially  concur  with  the  M.P.G.M.  on 
the  advantages  resulting  from  a  uniformity  of  work  in  the 
various  jurisdictions,  and  also  in  his  views  respecting  the  S. 
E.M.  and  Red  Cross  degrees  being  made  a  pre-requisite  to 
the  Temple.  It  is  apprehended  the  Templar  Orders  are  the 
best  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  de- 
grees conferred  by  them.,  The  importance  of  the  Cryptic 
Rite  might  be  much  magnified  in  the  eyes  of  a  few,  were  its 
degrees  made  a  pre-requisite  to  the  Templar  grades — and  the 
Rite  might  gain  a  few  members  by  thus  holding  tue  key 
which  unlocks  the  secrets  cherished  in  the  hearts  of  valiant 
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defenders  of  Christianity ;  but  it  appears  like  asking  an  ex- 
traordinary concession  from  our  '  cautious '  friends^-one  in 
fact  equivalent  to  the  right  of  existence. " 

A  notice  was  given  that  at  the  next  Annual  Assembly  the 
names  of  the  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Councils  be  changed 
so  as  to  coincide  with  the  recommendation  of  the  New 
York  Convention.  The  election  of  officers  was  then  pro- 
ceeded with,  and  resulted  as  follows : — 

M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Mas- 
ter. 

R.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Deputy  Grand  Mastw. 

R.  I.  Companion  Thomas  Sargant,  Grand  Principal  Conductor 
of  the  Work. 

M.  I.  Companion  Fred.  J.  Meoet,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  S.  Broughton,  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  H.  Porter,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R  I.  Companion  John  L.  Dixon,  Grand  Sentinel 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  Gibson,  Inspector- General  Hamilton  Di- 
vision. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  W.  H.  Wilson,  Inspector-general  Toronto 
Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Kerr,  Inspector-General  Ottawa  Divi- 
sion. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  G.  A.  LeBlanc,  Insi>ector- General  Quebec 
Division. 

V.  I.  Companion  James  O'Connor,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremo- 
nies. 

V.  I.  Companion  Richard  Brierly,  Grand  Conductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  J.  G.  Burns,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companion  G.  Cook,  W.  M.  Soraerville,  Grand  Stewards. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


R.  I.  Companion  C.  Schomberg  Elliot,  Orillia. 
R.  I.  Companion  Geo.  C.  Longley,  Maitland. 
V.  I.  Companion  J.  G.  Burns,  Toronto. 
V.  I.  Companion  Richard  Brierly,  Hamilton. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

The  Fifth  Aknoai.  Asrbmbly-  or  the  Grand  OouKoit  or  Ontario  • 
Thk  Council  of  Kites — Urasons  for  its  Formation. 


j|N  the  15th  July,  1875,  a  special  Assembly  of 
Grand  Council  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  Enoch 
Council,  London,  for  the  consideration  of  busi- 
ness pertaining  to  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Council  of  Rites,  and  for  conferring  of  Degrees  upon  such 
Royal  Arch  Masons  as  had  been  balloted  for  and  accepted  in 
subordinate  Councils,  but  who  had  not  been  able  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  assemblies  of  such  Council  to  receive  the  De- 
grees. 

A  Council  of  Royal  Masters  having  been  opened,  the  M. 
111.  Grand  Master  requested  R.  111.  Companion  James  B. 
Nixon,  T.  I.  M.  Adoniram  Council,  No.  2  Toronto,  and  V.  111. 
Companion  James  O'Connor,  T.  I.  M.,  of  Enoch  Council,  No. 
10  London,  to  perform  the  work. 

Companions  J.  K.  Kerr,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada,  A.F.  and  A.M.,  Toronto ;  Chauncey  Bennett,  D. 
D.G.M.,  Port  Rowan;  Jas.  H.  Benson,  D.D.G.M.,  Seaforth ; 
D.  McG.  Malloch,  Grand  Registrar  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  Clinton ;  T.  F.  Blackwood,  Grand  Steward  of  the 
•Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  Yorkville ;  A.  L.  Wilson,  Ellington  ; 
Henry  L.  Vercoe,  Seaforth,  were  then  admitted,  and  honoured 
with  the  Degree  of  "  Royal  Master." 

A  Council  of  Select  Masters  having  been  opened,  the  same 
Companions  were  admitted  and  respectivel}'^  "  chosen  as  a 
Select  Master. ''  The  same  companions  were  then  regularly 
advanced  to  the  degree  of  Super-Excellent  Master,  and  were 
also  regularly  dubbed  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  or  Babylo- 
nish Pass.  The  M.  III.  G.M.  stated  that  it  had  been  suggest- 
ed that  a  Grand  Council  of  Rites  might  be  formed  for  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  as  it  was  a  matter  of  considera- 
ble importance,  he  urged  the  representatives  present  to 
bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  several  Councils,  so 
as  to  be  prepared  to  give  an  intelligent  vote  on  the  proposed 
scheme  at  the  annual  assembly  of  Grand  Council,  to  be  held 
in  Toronto  on  the  10th  of  August  next. 
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On  the  10th  August,  1875,  the  Fifth  Annual  Assembly 
convened  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Toronto,  the  Qra&d  Master, 
M.  111.  Comp.  Daniel  Spry,  in  the  chair.  From  Adoniram 
Council  there  were  111.  Comps.  D.  Spry,  David  McLellan,  N. 
G.  Bigelow,  J.  B.  Nixon,  W.  J.  Morris,  J.  G.  Bums,  and  S.  B. 
Harnian ;  from  Zabud  Council,  at  Bradford,  there  were  III. 
Companions  Thos.  Sargant,  J.  W.  H.  Wilson,  W.  H.  Porter, 
and  Gibson  Cook.  From  Khurum  Council,  at  Maitland, 
there  were  111.  Companions  Geo.  C.  Longley,  Jno.  Dumbrille, 
Jno.  Easton,  and  A.  G.  Hervey.  Gedeliah  Council,  at  Otta- 
wa, was  represented  by  Hi.  Companions  Wm.  Kerr,  and  W. 
M.  Somerville.  Salem  Council,  of  Hamilton,  sent  111.  Com- 
panions William  Gibson  and  Hugh  A.  Mackay.  Enoch 
Council,  of  London,  was  to  the  fore  with  111.  Companion 
James  O'connor.  Cryptic  Council,  of  Peterboro',  had  111. 
Companion  Jno.  O'Donneli,  and  Nineveh  Council,  at  St. 
Thomas,  111.  Companion  Robert  McKay.  Cryptic  Council, 
at  Peterboro',  had  been  opened  by  dispensation  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1875.  The  petition  was  signed  by  111.  Companion 
C.  D.  Macdonnell,  Past  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  James  Millar,  John  O'Donneli,  and  a  number  of 
Companions  from  Peterboro'.  Nineveh  Council  was  organ- 
ized 2nd  July,  1875,  on  an  application  from  111.  Companion 
Robert  McKay  and  a  number  of  companions  from  St. 
Thomas,  in  the  County  of  Elgin,  and  was  opened  for  work 
on  the  18th  of  July.  A  number  of  visitors  from  different 
parts  of  the  jurisdiction  were  also  present.  The  Grand 
Master  was  exhaustive  in  his  address.  He  congratulated  the 
Companions  on  the  advance  and  progress  of  the  Rite  in 
Canada.  With  regard  to  fraternal  recognition  as  asked  for  ■ 
from  Grand  Chapter,  ho  said,  "  At  the  Second  Annual  As- 
sembly of  Grand  Council  a  petition  (see  Rep.  1872,  p.  21), 
w&s  prepared  and  presented  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Can- 
ada praying  fraternal  recognition.  With  the  approval  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  this  matter  has  not  been  pressed, 
as  there  were  many  reasons  why  recognition  might,  with 
much  wisdom,  be  delayed.  Among  others,  it  was  considered 
inadvisable  to  urge  upon  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
the  consideration  of  a  subject  with  which  they  might  not  be 
familiar,  as  the  Cryptic  Rite  was  but  recently  introduced  in- 
to Canada,  and  it  was  not  then  known  to  what  extent  the 
Craft  might  give  it  countenance.  The  time  has  now  arrived 
when  we  can  with  more  confidence  respectfully  ask  to  be 
recognized  as  one  of  the  Orders  of  Masonry  in  Canada,  en- 
titled to  be  placed  in  the  regular  Order  of  Masonic  progres- 
sion. " 
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In  addressing  the  Companions  on  the  subject,  the  Grand 
Master  said :  "  From  the  number  of  our  Councils,  the  cha- 
racter and  standing  of  our  members,  and  the  ability  we  have 
shown  to  organize,  maintain  and  direct  an  inoependent 
Grand  Body,  I  am  warranted  in  recommending  Grand  Coun- 
cil to  again  ask  Grand  Chapter  to  extend  to  us  the  usual 
courtesies,  and  acknowledge  us  as  fellow-workers  in  the 
vast  field  of  Masonic  knowledge." 

In  allusion  to  those  who  had  passed  away,  a  kindly  refe- 
rence was  made  to  the  death  on  16th  Jan.,  1875,  of  Col. 
Wm.  Mercer  Wilson,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada  and  the  first  Grand  Master  of  that  body 

The  Grand  Master  referred  at  length  to  the  special  Assem- 
bly which  had  been  called  at  Londom,  with  the  object  of 
forming  a  Council  of  Rites.  This  action  was  found  to  be 
necessary  from  the  fact  that  there  were  so  many  appendant 
orders  in  Canads,  that  to  work  each  with  a  separate  execu- 
tive would  entail  a  large  amount  of  work,  a  great  portion  of 
which  would  have  to  be  duplicated  by  Companions  who  were 
active  in  Cryptic  Masonry.  Therefore,  a  Council  of  Rites 
was  proposed  so  as  to  cover  all  the  outside  degrees,  and  thus 
keep  them  under  control  of  Grand  Council. 

Concerning  the  proposed  Grand  Council  of  Rites,  the 
Grand  Master  said  :  "  You  are  aware  that  the  Masonic  and 
Military  Order  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and 
Constantino  was  introduced  into  Canada  in  18G9  by  our  es- 
teemed M.  111.  Comp.  W.  J.  B.  McLeod  Moore  33  ®  ,  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Temple  and  Grand  Prior  for  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  who  was  appointed  Chief  Intendant-General  for  this 
Dominion.  The  history  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  of 
Constantino  can  justly  claim  a  higher  antiquity  than  any 
other  order  of  Knighthood.  It  had  its  actual  origin  from 
the  circumstance  of  a  vision  which  the  Emperor  Constan- 
tino saw  prior  to  the  '  decisive  victory  of  the  Milvian 
Bridge, '  fought  October  28th,  A.D.  312,  at  a  place  called 
Saxa  Rubra,  near  Rome.  According  to  the  Christian  writer, 
Eusebius,  Constantino  saw  the  appearance  of  a  flaming  cross 
in  the  sky  at  noon-day  with  the  motto, '  Tn  hoc  signo  vinces,  * 
(In  this  sign  shalt  thou  conquer.)  The  Emperor  communi- 
cated this  vision  to  the  learned  Eusebius,  and,  as  our  tradi- 
tional history  states,  afterwards  instituted  the  Order  of  the 
Red  Cross  as  a  memorial  of  the  Divine  miracle  which  eflvcted 
his  conversion  to  the  Christian  faith,  and  as  a  reward  for 
the  valour  of  his  soldiers.  The  Order  teaches  Faith,  Unity 
and  Zeal ;  it  inculcates  the  Christian  virtues  and  urges  us  to 
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«arry  out,  in  our  daily  lives,  the  Divine  principles  of  Chari- 
ty and  Troth,  based  on  that  hij^h  and  holy  law,  which  will 
«ecure  to  every  true  and  faithful  follower  of  the  Lamb  a 
iholy  rest  Upon  the  bosom  of  Infinite  Love.    The  degrees 
pertaining  to  this  Order  are  conferred  in  assemblies  called 
C!onolaves,  and  are — Knight  of  Rome  and  the  Red  Cross  of 
■Oonstantine,  Knight  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  Novice  and 
Knight  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Knight  of  the  Christian 
Mark  and  Knight  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.     The  two  latter 
degrees  are  conferred  under  the  designation  of  a  Sanctuary, 
all  of  these  degrees  being  confined  to  those  who  have  at- 
tained to  the  rank  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.     The  same  M. 
111.  Companion  introduced  into  Canada  the  Ancient  Order 
of  Royal  Ark  Mariners,  and  a  Grand  Lodge  of  this  body  has 
been  formed  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada.    The  creation  of 
so  many  Grand  bodies  has  created  some  confusion,  and  it 
has  appeared  to  many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Craft 
that  some  means  might  be  devised  whereby  the  degrees  con- 
ferred  in  Councils,  Conclaves  and   Lodges  of  Royal  Ark 
Mariners,  might,  with  much  benefit  to  Masonry,  be  placed 
^nder  one  Grand  body,  to  be  called  the  Grand  Council  of 
Mites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  or,  should  you  prefer  io 
•curtail  your  jurisdiction,  for  the  Province  of  Ontario  only. 
Our  M.  III.  Companion  McLeod  Moore,  as  head  of  the  two 
Orders  I  have  named,  highly  approves  of  this  scheme,  and 
has  called  a  convention  of  the  Conclaves  of  the  Red  Cross 
of  Rome  and  Constantine,  to  meet  in  this  city  this  evening, 
when  this  matter  will  be  submitted  for  their  consideration 
.-and  decision.    The  Grand  Lodge  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners 
ihasalso  been  summoned  to  meet  at  the  same  time,  when  the 
^brethren  composing  that  Order  will  be  asked  to  co-operate 
iin  organizing  the  Orand  Council  of  Rites  as  proposed.     I 
«cannot  too  strongly  recommend  Grand  Council  to  give  its 
upproval  to  the  arrangement  suggested,  thereby  dispensing 
with  so  many  Grand  bodies,  which  at  present  demand  too 
great  a  sacrifice  of  the  valuable  time  of  the  members  of  the 
C^raft.     Should  the  Grand  Council  of  Rites  be  formed  as 
^proposed,  the  Grand  bodies  of  Canada  then  will  be  :     Grand 
iLodges,  Grand  Chapters,  Grand  Council  of  Rites,  Grand 
Priory,  Supreme  Council  of  the  33rd  Degree  A.  and  A.  Rite 
— quite  sufficient  governing  power  to  control  and  direct  the 
"whole  of  Masonry,  and  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
CJraft  " 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  Master's  Address  commend- 
•«d  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  said  : — 
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*'  Your  Oommittee  notiee  with  latisf action  the  obaervatioiu  of  the 
M.I.O.M.  on  the  propoeed  Council  of  Rttea,  and  believing  m  we  do 
thftt  the  existence  uf  lo  many  Grand  bodiea  not  only  leads  to  a  great 
deal  of  oonfasion,  but  also  the  waste  of  mnoh  valuable  time,  we  think^ 
that  if  the  proposed  scheme  can  be  carried  out,  of  bringing  under  one- 
Qrand  Body  the  Orders  of  Red  Oruas  of  Rome  and  Oonstantine,  Royal 
Ark  Mariners  and  our  own  Grand  Council,  much  good  would  accrue  to- 
JHfasonry  in  general,  and  to  this  speciid  department  in  particular.  " 

The  titles  of  the  officers  of  Subordinate  Councils  were 
changed  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  recommendation  of  th& 
New  York  Convention,  as  given  in  a  previous  chapter.  The- 
election  of  Qrand  Officers  resulted  as  lollows : — 
M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Most  Illustrious  Qrand  Mas- 
ter. 
R.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Deputy  Qrand  Master. 
K.  I.  Companion  S.  B.  Harman,  Qrand  Principal  Conductor 

of  the  Work. 
R.  I.  Companion  Hugh  A.  Mackay,  Qrand  Treasurer. 
R.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Qrand  Recorder. 
R.  I.  Companion  W.  M.  Somerville,  Qrand  Captain'of  Quard  ► 
R.  I.  Companion  Gibson  Cook,  Grand  Lecturer. 
R.  I.  Companion  John  L.  Dixon,  Qrand  Sentinel 
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R.  I.  Companion  James  O'Connor,  London'^Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Gibson,  Hamilton  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  W.  H.  Walkem,  Toronto  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  Q.  C.  Longley,  Ottawa  Division. 
R.  I.  Compaion  I.  H.  Stearns,  Quebec  Division. 

The  Qrand  Master  then  appointed  and  invested  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

V.  I.  Companion  J.  Q.  Burns,  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies.. 
V.  I.  Companion  Robert  McKay,  Grand  Conductor. 
V".  I.  Companion  John  Dumbrille,  Grand  Organist. 

GRAND  STEWARDS. 

V.  I.  Companions  Wm.  Brydon,  Geo.  Watson,  James  Thomp- 
son, H.  A.  Baxter,  D.  Campbell,  and  John  O'Donnell. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

V.  I.  Companion  Thomas  Sargant,  Toronto. 
M.  I.  Companion  Fred.  J.  Menet,  Toronto. 
I.  Companion  C.  D.  Macdonald,  Peterboro'. 
R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Kerr,  Ottawa. 


5|'  Ml 


II    i 


MJ 


niiii 


198 


CRYFTJO  MASONRY. 


The  Divisions  or  Districts  of  Grand  Council  were  again 
changed  under  the  following  rule : — 

"  That  the  Diviuona  of  this  Grand  Oounoil  shall  oorreapond  in  ex- 
tent  to  the  present  Diairiots  of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  and  when  a  Divi* 
aion  has  two  or  more  Oouncils,  it  ahall  be  entitled  to  an  Inspector-Gen- 
eral ;  and  until  such  time  as  a  Division  has  the  necessary  Oonnoils  to 
entitle  it  to  such  offer,  it  shall  be  under  the  government  of  the  nearest 
Inspector-General ." 

The  proposition  to  form  a  Grand  Council  of  Rites  was 
adopted  by  the  following  resolution  : — 

'*  That  this  Grand  Oonncil  approves  of  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Council  of  Kites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  composed  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  R.  and  S.  Masters,  the  Grand  Conclave  of  Rome  and  Can- 
stantine,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners,  and  hereby 
authorizes  and  instructs  the  M.  III.  the  Grand  Master  to  take  all  ne- 
cessary  steps,  in  connection  with  the  other  bodies  interested,  to  perfect 
the  same. 

The  National  work  of  the  New  York  and  New  Orleans 
Conventions,  with  the  additions  of  the  Degrees  of  Super- 
Excellent  Master  and  Red  Cross  of  Babylon,  was  adopted  as 
the  work  of  Grand  Council. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

The  PRoaaB88  of  tub  Rite— The  Pbopohal  to  Make  the  Cryptic 
Dborbbs  a  Pre  requimitb  to  Kniuuthood — The  Rbd  Cross  Db- 

ORBB. 


HE  Sixth  Annual  Assembly  met  on  the  29th  of 
August,  1876,  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  Ado- 
niram  Council,  Toronto,  and  was  but  fairly  at- 
tended by  representatives  outside  of  the  city. 
Adoniram  Council  was  represented  by  R.  111.  Companions 
Geo.  Watson,  Wm.  Brydon,  John  Roas  Robertson,  Joshua  G. 
Burns,  J.  B.  Nixon,  M.  I.  Companions  Daniel  Spry,  F.  J. 
Menet,  N.  Bieelow,  and  Thos.  Sargant;  Zabud  Council,  at 
Bradford,  by  III.  Companions  H.  S.  Broughton  and  Gibson 
Cook ;  Enoch  Council,  London,  by  111.  Companion  James 
O'Connor,  and  Nineveh  Council,  St  Thomas,  by  III.  Com- 

? anion  Robert  McKay.    The  Chair  was  occupied  by  Most 
llustrious  Companion  Spry.     In  his  address  he  spoke  of  the 
condition  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction.     He  said  : 

"In  rendering  you  an  account  of  my  official  conduct  during  the  past 
year,  it  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  the 
Cryptic  Rite  continues  steadily  to  advance,  extending  itself  to  all  parts 
of  the  Dominion,  and  has  even  winged  its  flight  to  our  prairie  province, 
Manitoba.  The  Subordinate  Councils  are  generally  well  conducted, 
and  the  returns,  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  will  show  the  steady 
progress  which  is  being  made.  You  are  quite  aware  that  I  have  always 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  Grand  Council  the  desirability  of  being 
extren.  ily  cautious  in  the  admission  of  members  to  our  Councils,  urging 
upon  the  officers  of  these  subordinate  bodies,  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
ansembling  with  us,  the  necessity  of  selecting  with  great  care  from 
among  those  who  ask  to  be  admitted  to  the  secrets  of  the  Ninth  Arch, 
those  who  possess  the  necessary  intelligence  to  enable  them  to  become 
earnest  and  faithful  workers  in  our  Order.  In  many  Councils  I  find 
that  these  teachings  have  not  been  without  effect,  and  that  the  result 
of  such  caution  has  been  to  admit  only  those  who  have  attained  some 
position  in  the  other  grades  of  Masonry.  Adhering  to  the  same  ad- 
vice, I  have  not  countenanced  the  opening  of  Councils  in  localities 
where  I  considered  there  did  not  exist  a  field  sufficiently  wide  to  jus- 
tify me  in  the  granting  of  dispensations.  The  multiplications  of  Coun- 
cils will  bring  no  strength  to  Grand  Councils,  nor  aid  in  the  proper 
extension  of  an  Order  that  possesses  so  many  charms,  unless  the  Com- 
panions selected  to  preside  over  them  are  possessed  of  ability  of  the 
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highest  order  to  enable  them  to  thoroughly  and  intelligently  under- 
■tand  and  impart  the  work.  " 

Two  new  Councils  had  been  added  to  the  number  during 
the  year — one  at  Winnipeg  and  another  at  Perth.  The 
former,  Cyrus  Council,  was  opened  by  dispensation  granted 
on  the  28th  of  September,  lh75,  to  111.  Conip.  Rev.  William 
Clarkson  Clarke,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ma- 
nitoba; William  Nassau  Kennedy,  Grand  Treasurer  (the 
late  Col.  Kennedy  of  the  Canadian  Nile  contingent  of  1884), 
and  John  H.  Bell,  Grand  Secretary.  The  Council  at  Perth, 
known  as  Morris  Council,  was  opened  on  the  Srd  of  April, 
1876,  by  a  dispensation  granted  on  the  14th  of  March,  toR. 
111.  Comp.  W.  J.  Morris,  and  recommended  by  R.  111.  Comp. 
George  C.  Longley,  Inspector-General  of  the  Ottawa  Divi- 
sion. M.  111.  Comp.  Spry,  in  continuing  his  address  had  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  Cryptic  Rite  and  the  action  of  the 
New  York  Convention,  which  declared  that  the  degrees 
should  be  made  a  pre-requisite  to  Knighthood.  He  referred 
to  the  subject  in  the  following  terms : 

"  In  my  address  to  Grand  Council  at  the  Annual  Assembly  held  in 
1874,  I  referred  to  a  resolution  that  had  been  adopted  by  the  New 
York  Convention,  declaring  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  those  present  that 
the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  should  be  a  pre-requibi'e  to  the 
orders  of  Knighthood,  and  I  then  gave  expression  to  the  opinion  that 
it  was  not  then  '  advisable  that  we  should  take  such  action  in  this 
jurisdiction, '  as  I  was  of  opinion  *  that  the  Cryptic  Rite  should  occu- 
py an  entirely  independent  position.  '  While  I  still  think  that  we 
should  not  forget  the  dignity  due  to  ourselves  as  an  important  Grand 
body  by  humbly  soliciting  riKhts  and  privileges  from  those  who  are  un- 
willing to  concede  them,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  now  directing  your 
attention  to  the  consideration  of  a  subject  <<f  such  vast  importance  to 
Cryptic  Masonry  in  Canada,  so  that  at  a  future  Assembly  you  may  be 
prepared  to  take  some  decided  action  thereon,  and  after  it  has  been 
fully  discussed  in  all  its  bearings  in  the  Subordinate  Councils,  and  you 
have  given  it  that  considerate  attention  which  its  great  importance  de- 
mands, yon  may  perhaps  be  prepared  to  ask  the  newly  created  Great 
Priory  of  the  Order  of  Knights  Templars  of  Canada  to  concede  this 
great  point  to  us  by  inserting  a  clause  in  its  Constitution  requiring  all 
candidates  for  the  orders  of  Knighthood  to  have  taken  the  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master.  The  Masonic  family  of  Canada  is  of  too 
great  importance  and  is  too  closely  allied  for  our  older  and  stronger 
bodies  to  treat  us  with  neglect  and  apparent  indifference  without  ulti- 
mately bringing  discredit  on  themselves.  Masonry  is  a  vast  system, 
and  all  the  grades  are  so  closely  interwoven  that  whatever  has  a  ten- 
dency to  elevate  and  advance  one  branch  must  naturally  assist  in  the 
progress  of  all  the  others.  It  is  therefore  our  duty  as  earnest  and  zeal- 
ous workers  in  the  Ninth  Arch,  as  firm  advocates  of  a  perfect  system 
in  Masonry  that  cannot  be  completed  without  the  degrees  conferred  in 
the  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  forming  an  important  link, 
and  as  honest  admirers  of  the  important  aind  useful  lessons  taught  in 
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th«M  degreM,  to  uie  our  utmoit  exertions  to  have  them  placed  in  their 
proper  order  in  the  regular  line  of  Maaonic  progreiaion/ 

He  also  brouf^ht  to  the  notice  of  the  Companions  the  posi* 
tion  occupied  by  Grand  Council  regarding  the  degree  of  the 
Red  Cross  of  Babylon. 

"  I  have  alio  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  poeition  now  ocouoied 
bv  Grand  Council  regaraing  the  Degree  of  Red  Crora  of  Babylon. 
Yon  are  aware  that  it  ii  regularly  conferred  in  our  OounciU  as  a  por* 
tion  of  our  ayatem,  and  that '  Precepton  of  Knights  Templars  Preoep- 
tories  have  the  power  of  communicating  the  degree  in  their  Preceptorie» 
on  Knights  Templars  oiUy.'  The  Convent  General  of  the  Order  of  the 
Temple  does  not  consider  this  degree  has  any  connection  with  the  Tem- 
plar Order,  and  in  order  thai  Canadian  Tempi  irs  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  degree  a  treaty  stipulation  was  entered  into  some  yean  ago 
by  R.  E.  Sir  Knight  W.  B.  Hubbard,  the  then  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  V.  H.  and  E.  Sir 
Knight  Colonel  W.  J.  B,  McLeod  Moore,  as  the  head  of  the  Templar 
Order  in  Canada,  by  the  terms  of  which,  authority  was  given  to  E. 
Commanders  of  t'ae  Encampment  in  Canada  to  communicate  the  Order 
of  Red  Cross  according  to  the  American  system  or  Rite,  to  enable  Can- 
adian Knights  to  visit  the  United  States  Commanderies.  On  the  for- 
mation of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick  in  1871  the  Grand 
Prior  uf  Canada  '  approved  of  the  degree  beine  adopted  by  that  Grand 
Council '  as  one  of  the  degrees  to  be  conferred  m  Councils  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters,  in  order  that  it  misht  be  placed  '  on  a  lesitimate  foot- 
ing with  other  Canadian  degrees,  and  on  making  it  known  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  that  he  had  done  so,  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  by  the  special  Committee  on  '  Foreign  Affairs  '  at 
Baltimore  Sesaion,  held  in  1871,  who  reported  that  they  '  recognize  the 
Knighta  of  the  lUuatrioua  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  made  in  Canada, 
under  such  authority  as  may  be  duly  recognized  there.  *  On  the  forma- 
tion of  Grand  Council  in  the  same  year  we  gave  Subordinate  Councils 
full  authority  to  confer  the  degree  without  obtaining  any  authority 
from  the  Grand  Priory,  as  we  were  of  opinion  that  we  were  justified  in 
doing  so,  as  our  Warrants  were  obtained  from  New  Brunswick.  Sub- 
sequently, on  my  attention  being  directed  to  this  omission,  I  addressed 
the  Grand  Priory  officially,  and  in  October,  1873,  obtained  his  hearty 
approval  of  our  proceedings  (for  full  correspondence  see  page  22,  p.  p. , 
1873),  the  degree  by  this  action  having  been  placed  under  the  control 
of  'an  authorized  body. '  I  think  we  are  now  justified  in  asking  the 
Great  Priory  of  Canada  to  withdraw  the  authority  given  Preceptors  to 
communicate  the  degrees  on  Knights  Templars,  and  I  strongly  recom- 
mend Grand  Council  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  Great 
Priory  with  the  view  of  securing  this  object." 

And  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Council  of 
Rite  for  the  Dominion  he  said : 

"  At  the  last  Annual  Assembly  I  was  authorized  and  instructed  '  to 
take  all  necessary  steps,  in  connection  with  the  other  bodies  interest- 
ed, '  to  form  a  Grand  Council  of  Rites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  I 
have,  however,  to  report  that  although  the  Grand  Imperial  Council  of 
Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantino,  and  the  Grand  Royal  Ark 
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Lodge  both  adopted  rMolatioiu  in  epprovel  of  the  proposed  ormniii- 
tion,  for  Tarioni  reeaontf  end  after  ooniulting  with  Mveral  meoiMni  of 
Grand  Counoil  I  did  not  feel  that  I  would  have  been  juatified  in  com- 
plying with  the  termi  of  the  resolution,  and  I  therefore  assumed  the 
very  great  responsibility  of  disobeying  your  direct  instrnctioas,  but 
trust  my  course  will  meet  with  your  approval  when  I  inform  you  that 
there  was  some  danger  of  the  Grand  Councils  of  the  United  States,  not 
understanding  our  action,  refusing  to  reoognize  the  proposed  change, 
and  the  probability  of  some  of  them  withdrawing  their  recognition.  I 
therefore  decided  to  take  no  further  action  until  the  preeent  session, 
and  if  vou  are  still  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  form  the  Grand 
Counoil  of  Rites,  a  circular  letter  mi'*ht  be  prepared  aud  addrested  to 
the  Grand  Councils  with  whom  we  are  in  fraternal  correspondence,  ex- 
plaining the  proposed  change,  and  inviting  their  consideration  and  ap- 
proval, and  the  continuance  to  the  ner*  body  of  the  recognition  that 
had  been  accorded  to  Grand  Council.  Personally,  I  am  clearly  of  the 
same  opinion  as  1  was  last  year  when  I  said  that '  Grand  Lodges,  Grand 
Chapters,  Grand  Counoil  of  Rites,  Great  Priory,  and  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  33rd  Degree  urould  be  quite  suflioient  frovernin^  power 
to  control  and  direct  the  whole  of  Masonry,  and  meet  all  the  require- 
ment of  the  Craft'  in  Canada." 

About  this  time  an  illegal  Masonic  Body  in  Craft  Mason- 
ry had  been  formed  in  Canada.  The  organization  was 
known  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario.  The  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Council,  in  concluding  his  fifth  address,  drew 
the  attention  of  the  Companions  to  the  formation  of  this 
clandestine  body.     He  said  that 

"  Grand  Counoil  is  aware  that  an  organization  has  been  formed  in 
London  iinder  the  name  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario.  Soon  after  the 
formation  of  this  illegal  and  clandestine  body  in  uaurpation  of  the  ter- 
ritory already  Maaonioally  occupied  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  I 
waa  aak  to  decide  if  Th.  HI.  Maaters  of  Counoila  were  to  continue  to  ad- 
mit auoh  of  their  member*  aa  had  aaaiated  in  the  formation  of  the  ao- 
chilled  Grand  Lodge.  My  decision  waa  that  aa  these  Cjiiipaniona  had 
violated  their  obligationa  without  any  justification  Th.  III.  Maaters 
were  not  to  admit  them  under  any  circumstance  whatever.  And  as 
those  who  took  part  in  the  formation  of  this  Body  have  not  the  shadow 
of  an  excuse  to  offer  in  extenuation  of  their  unwarranted  and  unjuati- 
fiable  rebellion,  I  have  no  heaitation  in  recommending  Grand  Council 
tu  expel  from  all  righta  and  privilegea  of  Cryptic  Miainry  all  those 
againat  whom  proofa  may  be  brought  forward  to  ahow  that  they  took 
part  in  the  movement. " 

The  Committee  who  reported  on  the  address  said  : 

*'  The  Committee  have  carefully  oonaidered  the  remarka  of  the  M. 
III.  G.  M.  reapecting  the  deairability  of  making  the  degreea  of  the 
Cryptic  Rite  a  pre-reqoiaite  of  the  ordera  of  Knighthood,  and  while  . 
we  believe  that  thia  deairable  object  would  in  a  great  degree  tend  to 
unite  and  atrensthen  the  Masonic  system  by  having  a  regular  order  of 
progression  in  wis  Dominion,  we  think  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  we  should  take  any  decisive  action  upon  this  point ;  but  entirely 
agree  with  the  M.  111.  G.  M.  in  recommending  the  matter  to  the  care- 
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fill  oonsidention  of  the  Oompaniont  in  the  Subordinate  CounoiU  dur* 
ing  the  coming  year." 

And  thoy  coincided  with  the  M.  111.  the  Gmnd  Master  in 
his  remarks  regarding  the  Red  Cross. 

"  Yuur  Committee  fnlly  coincide  with  the  M.  III.  O.  M,  in  higob- 
•ervatione  relating  to  the  degree  uf  Hed  CroM  of  Jtabylun,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  in  carrying  out  his  recommendation  we  will  only  be  asking 
the  Great  Priory  of  Canada  to  refrain  from  encroachmg  on  our  own 
prerogative!." 

Alluding  to  the  paragraph  in  the  address  concerning  the 
Grand  Council  of  Rites  the  Committee  also  said  : 

*'  Yuur  Committee,  while  believing  if  the  Grand  Council  of  Rites 
could  have  been  properly  organized  and  worked  it  would  have  been  to 
the  advantage  of  Maaonry  in  Canada,  cannot  l>ut  admit  with  the  M. 
111.  G.  M.  that  the  obatac  es  in  the  way  were  lo  great  that  the  course 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  various  bodies  is  the  only  one  that 
could  have  been  adopted  under  the  circumstances,  and  believe  that  by 
the  three  bodies  meeting  together  at  the  same  time  and  place,  the  same 
object  will  be  effected  as  by  an  amalgamation  of  the  three  bodies  in- 
terested." 

And  concerning  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  the  Commit- 
tee agreed  with  the  Grand  Master  and  said : 

"^  The  Committee  entirely  coincide  with  the  M.  III.  G.  M.  in  his  de- 
cision with  respect  to  any  of  tho  members  of  our  Subordinate  Coun- 
cils who  have  so  far  forgotten  wha*  is  due  to  their  obligations  as  Ma- 
sons as  to  join  in  the  clandestine  and  rebellious  movement  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  members  who  violate  obli){ation8  in  the  most  unscrupulous  man- 
ner in  one  body  of  Masonry  would  have  any  more  regard  for  them  in 
another ;  we  therefore  quite  agree  with  the  M.  ill.  G.  M.  in  recom- 
mending Grand  Council  to  embrace  the  tirst  puasible  opportunity  of 
purging  our  ranks  of  such  unworthy  members. 

The  election  of  Grand  Officers  this  year  resulted  in  a 
change  in  the  Grand  Masterehip.  Ill,  Comp.  Spry  declined 
the  honour  of  re-election,  and  said  it  was  with  some  regret 
that  he  had  resolved,  after  five  years  of  office,  to  ask  the 
Companions  to  select  a  successor  to  preside  over  their  deli- 
berations.    The  Companions  chosen  were  as  follows  : 

The  election  of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
then  proceeded  with,  and  the  following  officers  were  duly 
elected,  and  subsequently  installed  with  the  appointed  of- 
ficers: 

M.  I.  Companion   Fred.  J.  Menet,  Most  Illustrious  Grand 

Master. 
R.  I.  Companion  S.  B.  Harman,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
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R.  I.  Companion  J.  O'Connor,  Grand  Principal  Conductor  of 

the  Woik. 
R,  I.  Companion  H.  S.  Brougbton,  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Grand  Recorder. 
R.  I.  Companion  Gibson  Cook,  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 
R.  I.  Companion  George  Watson,  Grand  Lecturer. 
I.  Companion  F.  J.  Hood,  Grand  Sentinel. 

INSPECTORS-GENERAL  OF  DIVISIONS. 

R.  I.  Companion  Robert  McKay,  London  Division. 
R.  L  Companion  Wm.  Gibson,  Hamilton  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  Joshua  G.  Burns,  Toronto  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  G.  C.  Longley,  Ottawa  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  Edson  Kemp,  Quebec  Division. 
R.  L  Companion  Archibald  McKee,  Manitoba  Division, 

The  Grand   Master  theu  appointed  and  invested  the  fol- 
lowing : 
V.  I.  Companion  H.  L.  Kifner,  Grand  Master  of  Cereraa- 

liies. 
V.  I.  Companion  B.  Barnard,  Grand  Conductor. 
V.  I.  Companion  William  Brydon,  Grand  Organist. 
V.  I.  Companions  J.  Corlis,  W.  R.  Browne,  Thomas  Dewson, 

James  Jardine,  John  Ross  Robertson,  and  E.  G.  Conk- 

lin.  Grand  Stewards. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  L  Companion  C.  D.  Macdonnell,  Peterboro' ;  M.  I.  Com- 
panion Daniel  Spry,  Toronto;  R.  L  Companion  David 
McLellan,  Hamilton;  R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Kerr,  Otta- 
wa. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

The  Noted  Mississippi  Plan — The  Bepokt  on  tub  Subject  by  the 
Committee  of  that  State  —The  Action  of  the  Grand  Council 
OF  Ontario  thereon. 


HE  Grand  Council  held  its  Seventh  Annual  As- 
sembly in  the  Masonic  Hall  at  London,  on  the 
8th  day  of  August,  1877.  Most  Illustrious  Com- 
panion F.  J.  Menet  in  the  East.  From  Adoniram 
Council  there  were  present,  Illustrious  Companions  Daniel 
Spry,  David  McLellan,  James  B.  Nixon,  George  Watson  and 
J.  Ross  Robertson.  Zabud  Council  was  represented  by  111. 
Comp.  Geo.  Watson,  as  proxy.  Salem  Council  sent  111. 
Comp.  H.  A.  Mackay  and  William  Gibson.  Enoch  Council, 
at  London,  sent  111.  Comp.  James  O'Connor,  W.  R.  Browne, 
Isaac  Waterman  and  H.  A.  Baxter.  Nineveh  Council,  of  St, 
Thomas,  had  111  Comp.  Hobert  Mackay,  J.  Corlis  and  E.  W. 
Porter.  Morris  Council,  at  Perth,  was  represented  by  W.  M. 
Somerville.  Quite  a  number  of  visitors  were  also  present. 
The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  said  that 

"  The  occasion  of  these  annual  reunions  of  those  for  whom  Masonry 
in  all  its  varied,  useful  and  time-honoured  branches  has  a  peculiar  and 
unfeigned  pleasure,  conduces  not  only  to  the  opportunity  thus  afford- 
ed of  actively  engaging  in  the  performance  of  such  duties  as  will  tend 
to  the  proper  consolidation  and  organization  of  our  Order,  but  also  to 
the  cultivation  of  those  social  feelings,  and  an  increased  knowledge  of 
each  other  which  cannot  but  draw  us  nearer  in  the  bonds  of  that  com- 
mon brotherhood,  Mankind,  fashioned  in  the  image  of  Him  who,  hav- 
ing created  all  things,  commands  their  mutual  love  and  duty,  as  well 
as  their  love  and  obedience  to  Himself. 

*'  The  unceasing  march  of  time,  which  in  its  rapid  flight  frequently 
recalls  to  our  remembrance  the  uncertainty  of  our  feeble  existence  by 
the  removal  of  some  of  those  with  whom  we  have  been  pleased  to  as- 
semble, has  during  the  past  year,  left  no  such  saddening  memories  in 
our  minds,  for,  thanks  to  the  merciful  dispensation  of  a  kind  and  lov- 
ing Father,  we  are  not  on  this  occasion  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
deaUi  of  any  of  our  numbers.  " 

An  Act  which  had  particular  interest  for  all  Royal  and 
Select  Masters,  during  1877,  was  that  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  Mississippi,  which  in  the  month  of  February  had  handed 
over  to  the  care    and    control  of    the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
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Chapter  of  that  State  the  degrees  formerly  conferred  under 
the  Grand  Council.  The  proposal  to  merge  the  Councils  in- 
to chapters  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Cryptic  Masons 
of  America  by  a  circular  containing  resolutions  adopted  by 
a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Se- 
lect Masters  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  submitted  and  adopted  at 
the  Annual  Convocation  and  Assembly  of  these  bodies,  held 
at  Vicksburg,  on  the  5th  of  Februa^,  1877.  The  proposi- 
tion is  known  as  "  The  Mississippi  Plan, "  and  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  all  Royal  Arch  Mcuons  and  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  : 

The  following  report  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Must  Puissant  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  Masons,  adopted  by  these  Grand 
Bodies  at  their  recent  Convocation  and  Assembly  in  the  City  of  Vicks- 
burg, February  5th  and  6th,  1877,  is  communicated  for  the  informa- 
tion and  government  of  the  several  subordinate  Chapters  and  Councils 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  the  M.  P.  Orand  Council 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  a  Committee  of 
the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  appointed  by  these  Grand  Bodies  respectively,  to 
present  an  arrangement  by  which  the  degrees  of  the  Grand  Council  are 
to  be  transferred  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
transferred  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  shall  hereafter  be  conferred  as 
follows : 

1.  Each  Royal  Arch  Chapter  shall  hereafter  open  within  its  bosom » 
under  its  charter  as  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  a  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  confer  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and 
Select  Master  ;  the  officers  rf  the  Chapter,  corresponding  in  rank  to 
those  of  the  Council,  to  be  «he  officers  of  the  Council. 

2.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  received  the  degrees  of  Royal 
Master  and  Select  Master  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  same  conferred, 
or  communicated,  on  their  request  and  without  charge,  but  candidates 
who  shall  hereafter  receive  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  shall  immediately 
thereafter,  and  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  receive  the 
degrees  of  the  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master,  without  additional 
charge. 

3.  All  present  and  past  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Council,  and  all 
present  and  Thrice  Illustrious  Masters  of  Subordinate  Councils,  shall 
be  entitled  to  participate  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter^ 
but  without  vote  therein,  until  the  Constitution  can  be  so  amended  as 
to  permit  them  to  vote  as  other  Past  Grand  Officers  and  members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

4.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  is  most  earnestly 
but  respectfully  petitioned  to  permit  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and 
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Select  Master  to  be  conferred  as  a  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  the 
former  before  the  Roval  Arch,  and  the  latter  after. 

5.  The  Officers  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  elected,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  organization,  pending  the  approval  of  the  action,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Chapter  of  the  United  States. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  M.  HowRT,  Frederick  Speed, 

H.  W.  Walter,  R.  P.  Bowen, 

E.  Geo.  DbLap,  John  A.  Dicks. 

For  tJie  Grand  Council.  For  the  Grand  Chapter. 

By  this  action : 

1.  All  councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  cease  to 
exist. 

2.  The  degrees  of  "Royal  Master"  and  "Select  Master" 
will  hereafter  be  conferred,  or  communicated,  in  the  several 
Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  upon  Royal  Arch  Masons  only, 
and  as  follows :  The  Chapter  being  opened  m  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree,  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  will  then  be 
opened  in  these  degrees,  respectively.  After  completing  its 
work,  the  Council  will  be  closed,  with  all  due  forms  and  cere- 
monies, and  the  business  of  the  Chapter  resumed,  or  closed 
as  occasion  may  require,  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

3.  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  not  received  the  degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master  rfiay  have  them  conferred,  or 
communicated,  without  fee,  in  open  Council.  But  in  all 
cases  the  Chapter  must  be  regularly  convened  and  a  Council 
formally  opened. 

4.  Companions  hereafter  receiving  the  Royal  Arch  De- 
gree, will  be  advanced  to  the  Royal  Master's,  and  afterwards 
to  the  Select  Master's  Degree — the  Chapter  being  first  opened, 
and  then  the  Council,  as  before  directed. 

5.  In  Chapters,  where  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
Royal  and  Select  Mastei's,  and  when  a  sufficient  number  can- 
not conveniently  be  assembled  from  neighbouring  Chapters, 
to  complete  the  Council,  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and 
Select  Master  may  be  communicated,  b}'  any  competent  Com- 
panion, to  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Companions  of  the 
Royal  Arch,  to  open  a  Council,  preferably  to  the  officers  of 
the  Chapter,  if  there  be  any  such  who  have  not  received 
these  degrees.  The  intention  being  to  communicate  the  de- 
grees only  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  it  being  expected 
that  the  officers  of  each  Chapter  will,  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable date,  qualify  themselves  to  work  the  Council  Degi*ees, 
the  same  as  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  are  required  to  be 
worked ;  and  after  they  so  qualified  themselves,  in  no  case 
will  the  Council  Degrees  be  communicated. 
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6.  It  is  recommended  that  the  T.I.M.  of  each  Council  cause 
its  members  to  assemble  at  the  earliest  convenient  day,  and 
provide  for  the  disposition  of  its  property  and  effects,  by 
transferring  the  same  to  the  chapter  within  whose  jurisdic- 
tion the  Council  has  hitherto  heen  held,  and  where  a  pre- 
ponderance of  its  members  hold  their  membership.  In  cases 
where  the  membership  is  divided  hetween  two  or  more 
Chapters,  it  is  suggested  that  the  property  be  divided  be- 
tween them  or  donated  to  the  Chapter  having  the  least  abil- 
ity to  provide  itself  with  the  necessary  paraphernalia  of  the 
Council  Degrees.  In  cases  where  Councils  are  in  debt,  the 
assets  should  be  sold  to  some  Chapter,  and  proceeds  applied 
to  settlement  of  outstanding  obligations.  It  is  particularly 
to  be  hoped  that  the  cause  of  Masonry  will  not  be  disgraced 
by  the  neglect  or  failure  of  any  Council  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  its  debts.  A  small  contribution  from  its  mem- 
bers will  generally  suffice  to  enable  the  poorest  Councils  to 
dissolve  honourably,  and  without  leaving  a  s^iain  upon  the 
Masonic  name  and  character.  The  surplus  funds  of  Councils 
may  be  disposed  of  at  their  pleasure,  but  dues  to  the  "  Grand 
Council "  must  in  all  cases  be  paid,  when  the  Councils  have 
the  ability  to  do  so. 

7.  The  Charters  of  Subordinate  Councils  will  be  returned 
to  the  Grand  Recorder.  And  it  is  recommended  that  the 
records  and  seals  of  each  Council  be  deposited  with  that 
officer  for  preservation. 

8.  Presiding  officers  of  Councils  will  in  all  cases  report 
their  action  to  the  Grand  Recorder. 

9.  A  copy  of  this  Edict  will  be  duly  certified  to  each  Chap- 
ter by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the  same  will  be  its  suffi- 
cient warrant  as  a  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  until 
the  Grand  Chapter  shall  otheiwise  provide. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands 
and  caused  the  Seals  of  the  Mo,?t  Excellent  Grand  Chapter 
and  the  Most  Puissant  Grand  Council  to  be  affixed  this  24th 
day  of  February,  1877. 

H.  W.  WALTER, 

Grand  High  Priest. 
W.  G.  PAXTON, 
Attest  t  Grand  Master. 

J.  L.  POWERS, 

Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Recorder. 

The  proposal  did  not  meet  with  approval  in  Canada,  and 
the  Grand  Master  in  his  remarks  voiced  the  general  opinion 
of  Cryptic  Masons  when  he  said  : 
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*'  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  aotion  has  been  necessitated  by 
the  apparent  languishing  condition  of  both  those  bodies,  as  the  degrees 
of  both  orders,  though  having  an  historical  connection  with  each  other, 
are  in  all  other  jurisdictions  governed  bjr  independent  bodies,  and  it  is 
doubtful,  even  if— for  that  reason  only,  it  will  be  found  advantageous 
to  have  them  united  under  one  governing  body." 

The  Committee  on  the  Address  held  very  decided  views 
and  said : 

••  Your  Committee  heartily  concur  with  the  M.  111.  G.  M.  in  hia  re- 
marks regarding  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Mississippi 
jurisdiction,  and  feeling,  as  we  do,  that  the  importance  of  the  Cryptic 
Rite  is  such  that  it  should  be  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from  other 
branches  of  Masonry,  we  cannot  but  feel  deep  regret  that  our  Com> 
panions  of  Mississippi  should  have  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  their 
existence  as  a  Sovereign  Grand  Body." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  SPRY, 

Chairman. 

The  reports  on  the  Condition  of  Cryptic  Masonry  this  year 
show  that  there  was  a  slight  lack  of  interest  in  the  Rite  and 
a  complaint  that  the  Inspectors  of  Division  had  not  been  as 
faithful  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  they 
should  have  been.  Prior  to  this  year  those  who  had  to  sit 
and  vote  in  Grand  Council  had,  in  case  of  absence,  the  right 
to  send  proxies.  This  year  the  constitution  was  amended 
regarding  the  proxies  to  be  granted.  By  the  change  each 
Council  had  three  votes,  represented  by  its  first  three  officers, 
and  if  no  representative  was  present  each  might  appoints 
proxy,  but  no  personal  proxies  were  to  be  allowed,  and  each 
Thrice  Illustrious  Master,  Deputy  Master  and  Principal  Con- 
ductor of  the  Work  was  entitled  to  a  seat  in  Grand  Council 
and  one  vote.  The  election  this  year  resulted  in  the  follow- 
ing being  elected : 

M.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Most  Illustrious  Grand 
Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  O'Connor,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  George  C.  Longley,  Grand  Principal  Con- 
ductor of  the  Work. 

R.  I.  Companion  E.  W.  Porter,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  Ross  Robertson,  Grand  Captain  of 
Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  F.  Kennedy,  Grand  Lecturer. 

Companion  J.  L.  Dixon,  Grand  Sentinel. 
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R.  I.  Companion  J.  Corlis,  M.D.,  London  Division.  - 

R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Gibson,  Hamilton  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  George  Watson,  Toronto  Division. 

R  I.  Companion  John  O'Donnel,  Ontario  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  M.  Somerville,  Ottawa  Division. 

R  I.  Companion  1.  H.  Steams,  Quebec  Division. 

R  I.  Companion  Archibald  McNee,  Manitoba  Division. 
At  a  subsequent  date  the  M.  111.  Grand  Master  was  pleased 

to  make  the  following  appointments : 

V.  L  Companion  Geo.  0.  Patterson,  Grand  Master  of  Cere- 
monies. 

y.  I.  Companion  John  Dickson,  Grand  Conductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  D.  Collins,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companions  E.  B.  Butterworth,  T.  H.  Tracy,  A.  F.  Huff- 
man, Frank  Morrison,  John  Hart,  and  «fohn  McEee, 
Stewards. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

A  National -Oryftic  Convention  at  Butfalo — Thb  Froobbss  or 
THE  Rite  in  the  Dominion. 

!N  the  year  1878  the  Grand  Council  assembled  on 
the  15th  day  of  August  in  the  ambitious  city  of 
Hamilton,  in  its  Eighth  Annual  Meeting,  with 
Most  Illustrious  Companion  Daniel  McLellan, 
the  Grand  Master,  presiding.  The  meeting  was  fairly  at- 
tended, amongst  those  present  being  Illustrious  Companions 
Daniel  Spry,  J.  G.  Burns,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  J.  McKee,  Geo. 
Watson,  F.  J.  Menet  and  James B.  Nixon, from  Adoniram  Coun- 
cil, Toronto ;  James  Johnston,  Wm.  Gibson,  H.  A.  Mackay, 
from  Salem  Council,  Hamilton ;  Robert  McKay  and  E.  W. 
Porter  from  Nineveh  Council,  St.  Thomas,  Ontario  ;  H.  A. 
Baxter,  James  O'Connor  and  Rev.  St.  George  Caulfield,  of 
Enoch  Council,  London,  etc.,  etc  The  presiding  officer,  in 
an  earnest  and  carefully  worded  address,  welcomed  Grand 
Council,  and  trusted  that  the  re-union  would  be  pleasant 
and  profitable.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Council  of  Illinois  had  dropped  the  Super-excellent  Degree, 
and  that  as  a  number  of  Companions  in  that  jurisdiction 
were  anxious  to  obtain  the  degree,  he  had  issued  a  dispen- 
sation to  the  Grand  Master  of  Illinois,  empowering  him  to 
confer  the  Super-Excellent  Degree.  The  address  called  at- 
tention to  the  National  convention  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  for  the  United  States  of  America,  held  in  the  city 
of  Buffisilo  in  August,  1877,  at  which  M.  111.  Companion 
Daniel  Spry  and  M.  111.  Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  of 
Toronto,  were  present  as  Delegates  from  the  Grand  Council 
of  Canada.  M.  111.  Companion  McLellan  concluded  with 
an  allusion  to  the  "  Mississippi  "  plan,  and  the  circulars  from 
the  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  that  State,  which  recom- 
mended the  merging  of  their  Councils  into  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapters.  The  reports  from  the  various  divisions  showed 
that  the  work  of  Cryptic  Masonry  was  moderately  success- 
fuL  The  finances  were  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  the  in- 
terest taken  in  the  Rite  indicated  progress  in  the  future. 
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The  following  were  elected  to  hold  office  for  the  current 

year: 

M.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Most  Illustrious 
Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion,  Joshua  Qeorge  Bums,  Toronto,  Deputy 
Qrand  Master. 

B.  I.  Companion  Hugh  A,  Mackay,  Hamilton,  Qrand  Princi- 
pal Conductor  of  the  work. 

M.  T.  Companion  Fred  J.  Menet,  Toronto,  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Toronto,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  McKee,  Toronto,  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Gibson,  Hamilton,  Grand  Lecturer. 

INSFEC'I  ORS-OENERAL. 

R.  I.  Companion  E.  W.  Porter,  St.  Thomas,  London  District. 

R.  I.  Companion  R.  Brierly,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  District. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  Toronto  Dis- 
trict. 

R.  I.  Companion  D.  D.  Macdonnell,  Peterboro*,  Ontario 
District. 

R.  I.  Companion  T.  P.  Stiff,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  District. 

R.  I.  Companion  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  District. 

R.  I.  Companion  Arch.  McNee,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  District. 

The  following    Illustrious  Companions    were  duly  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master : 

V.  I.  Companion  G.  C.  Patterson,  Toronto,  Grand  Master  of 
Ceremonies. 

V.  I.  Companion  James  Johnson,  Hamilton,  Grand  Conductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  D.  Collins,  Maitland,  Grand  Organist. 

V.  I.  Companions  H.  A.  Baxter,  London ;  John  Hart,  Win- 
nipeg ;  T.  H.  Tracy,  London ;  A.  F.  Huffman,  Peter- 
boro'; E.  B.  Butterworth,  Ottawa;  and  Frank Musnen, 
Perth,  Grand  Stewards. 

I.  Companion  W.  W.  Summers,  Hamilton,  Grand  Sentinel. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


R.  I.  Companions  James  O'Connor,  Geo.  Watson,  James  K. 
Kerr,  and  H.  A.  Baxter. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Thb  Ninth  Annual  Mbrtino  of  the  Grand  Oounoil  ov  Canava- 
NoTHiNQ  Worthy  of  Note  in  this  Year's  Proobboinos. 


|HE  Royal  City  of  Ouelph  was  honoured  with  the 
meeting  of  Grand  Council  in  1879,  being  the 
ninth  Annual  Assembly,  M.  111.  Comp.  McLel- 
lan  being  in  the  Chair.  There  were  present 
Illustrious  Companions  Daniel  Spry,  John  Dennis,  F.  J.  Me- 
net,  J.  G.  Burns,  J.  B.  Nixon,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  of  Adoni- 
ram  Council ;  Thomas  Sargant,  of  Zabud  Council ;  John 
Moore,  of  Khurum,  Maitland,  Ontario ;  W.  M.  Mitchell,  Wm. 
Gibson,  of  Salem  Council ;  W.  Hawthorne,  H.  A.  Baxter  and 
James  O'Connor,  of  Enoch  Council,  London  ;  Robert  McKay, 
of  Nineveh  Council.  St.  Thomas,  and  H.  K.  Maitland,  of 
Wellington  Council,  Guelph.  In  November,  1878^  the  desire 
for  Cryptic  knowledge  beset  the  Companions  in  Guelph, 
and  on  the  21st  of  that  month  a  dispensation  was  issued  in 
answer  to  a  petition,  organizing  Wellington  Council,  now 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  jurisdiction.  There  was 
nothing  of  note  in  this  year's  proceedings.  The  Rite,  said 
the  Report  on  the  condition  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  was  "  in  the 
main  progressing,"  although  in  order  to  aid  the  work  vigor- 
ous measures  were  recorded  in  two  cases  where  a  certain 
amount  of  lassitude  had  been  displayed.  The  meeting  closed 
with  the  election  of  the  following  officers : — 

M.  I.  Companion  Joshua  G.  Burns,  Toronto,  Most  Illustrious 
Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  A.   Baxter,   London,   Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

R.  I.  Companion   Wm  Gibson,  Hamilton,  Grand  Principal 
Conductor  of  the  Work. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  Grand  Trea- 
surer. 

M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Bame,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  G.  C.  Patterson,  Toronto,  Grand  Captain 
of  the  Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  K.  Maitland,  Guelph,  Grand  Lecturer. 

I.  Companion  John  Dixon,  Toronto,  Grand  Sentinel. 
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INSPEGTORS-aENERAL  OF  DIVISIONS. 


R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Hawthorne,  London,  London  Division. 

B.  L  Companion  R.  Brierly,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  McKee,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 

R.  L  Companion  Qeo.  C.  Longley,  Maitland,  Ottawa  Divi- 
sion. 

R.  I.  Companion  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  O'Connor,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Divi- 
sion. 

R  I.  Companion  Thos.  P.  Stiff,  Ottawa,  Grand  Master  of 
Ceremonies. 

V.  J.  Companion  W.  M.  Mitchell,  Hamilton,  Grand  Con- 
ductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  W.  R.  Brown,  London,  Grand  Organist. 


GRAND  STEWARDS. 


V.  I.  Companion  E.  G.  O'Donnell,  St.  Thomas ;  J.  Saulsby 
Dennis,  Toronto ;  A.  F.  Huffman,  Peterboro';  Johr  Bre- 
den,  Winnipeg ;  John  Scoon,  Guelph  ;  and  John  Patton, 
Toronto. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


R.  I.  Companion  J.  B.  Nixon,  Toronto ;  H.  A.  Mackay,  Hamil- 
ton ;  Fred  J.  Menet,  Toronto ;  E.  W.  Porter,  St.  Thomas. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Thb  Tbnth  Anmhal  Mbbtino  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Ontabio— 
A  Chanqe  of  Name — The  Grand  Council  of  Canada. 


•     1 


;N  the  loth  of  July,  1880,  Grand  Council  in  its  Tenth 
annual  meeting  assembled  in  Guelph,  Grand  Coun- 
cil having  resolved  to  follow  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Grand  Chapter  and  Great  Priory  in  their  places  of 
meeting.  M.  I.  Companion  Joshua  G. Burns, the  Grand  Master, 
presided,  and  nearly  all  the  Councils  were  represented,  There 
were  in  attendance  Illustrious  Companions  J.  K.  Kerr,  John 
Patton,  G.  C.  Patterson,  D.  Spry,  J.  B.  Nixon,  D.  McLellan,  of 
Adoniram  Council,  Toronto;  Thos.  Sargant,  of  Zabud  Council, 
Bradford;  J.  Moore  and  H.  Martel  Davies,  of  Khurum  Council, 
Maitland ;  I.  H.  Stearns,  of  Izabud  Council,  Montreal ;  W.  M. 
Mitchell,  of  Salem  Council,  Hamilton;  W.  Hawthorne,  of 
Enoch  Council,  London  ;  C.  D.  Macdonald,  of  Cryptic  Coun- 
cil, Peterboro';  Robert  McKay,  of  Nineveh  Council,  St. 
Thomas  ;  H.  K.  Maitland,  John  Scoon  and  Wm.  Watson,  of 
Wellington  Council,  Guelph.  Most  Illustrious  Companion 
Burns  gave  an  instructive  and  interesting  address.  He  re- 
viewed the  work  of  the  year.  After  a  few  pleasant  para- 
graphs in  opening,  he  said  :— 

"  In  giving  an  aooount  of  my  official  action  during  the  year  (though 
it  has  been  stated  by  some  that  this  Grand  Council  is  not  working 
vigorously)  I  have  to  report  that  Cryptic  Masonry  has  received  a  fresh 
impetus.  I  predict  that  the  coming  year  will  be  one  of  marked  success. 
I  have  made  such  arrangements  as  will  in  future  secure  prompt  atten- 
tion to  all  communications  addressed  to  the  Grand  Recorder's  office. 
The  books  of  the  Grand  Council  are  written  up,  and  the  accounts  of 
the  several  Councils  so  arranged  as  will  prevent  any  future  misunder- 
standii>j[.  Warrants  are  now  in  preparation,  and  will  be  immediately 
issued  to  the  Councils  entitled  to  receive  them.  The  affairs  of  Grand 
Council  have  been  placed  in  a  business  shape  by  the  Grand  Recorder, 
who  has  devoted  much  time  and  travelled  many  miles  at  my  request, 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Oouncil.  Under  my  supervision 
he  has  recognized  Cryptic  Masonry  io  this  jurisdiction,  and  Compan- 
ions can  feel  assured  that  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  Grand  Council 
will  be  promptly  attended  to  by  him. " 

And  on  the  action  of  the  American  bodies  who  were  pur- 
fiuing  the  Mississippi  plan,  he  said  : — 
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*'  After  matured  deliberation  end  exteniive  reedina  in  the  prooeed- 
inge  of  other  Qnuid  OuundU  and  c  pinions  of  many  Illustrioui  Oom- 
panioni,  I  see  noneoeeaity  for  handing  thoa«  degrees  to  Qrand  Chapter 
or  any  other  Qrand  body.  I  believe  the  fuiion  cf  theee  degreei  with 
that  of  Grand  Chapter  would  mean  complete  absorption  and  render 
Cryptic  Maeonry  iniigniiicant  and  unimportant.  Why  should  this  be, 
aa  Cfryptic  Masonry  is  as  pregnant  with  meaninjz  and  instruction  as  any 
of  the  other  degrees  ?  And  with  all  respect  to  R.  A.  Masonry  I  believe 
that  in  Cryptic  Masonry,  and  in  Cryptic  Masonry  alone,  can  Gomps. 
find  the  completion  of  Masonnr,  and  until  they  penetrate  the  S.  v . 
the^  must  remain  ignorant  of  what  is  partially  revealed  to  the  Baby- 
lonish sojourners,  for  we  possess  the  key  to  the  essence  and  epitome  of 
all  the  revelations  of  Masonry." 

These  ideas  and  opinions  have  been  repeatedly  enforced 
by  M.  III.  Companion  Spry.  In  his  address  to  the  Grand 
Council  of  1877,  he  said : — 

"  At  tie  last  Annual  Assembly,  I  was  authorized  and  insti'uoted  to 
take  all  necessary  steps  in  connection  with  the  other  bodies  interested 
to  form  a  Grand  Council  of  Rites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  The 
Imperial  Council  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantino  and  the 
Grand  Royal  Ark  Lodge  both  adopted  resolutions  in  approval  of  the 
proposed  organization,  but  for  various  reasons,  after  consulting  with 
several  members  of  the  Grand  Council,  I  did  not  feel  that  I  would  be 
justified  in  complying  with  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  and  decided  to 
take  no  action  until  a  future  session.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
time  has  now  arrived  to  take  action  in  this  matter.  The  reasons  for 
not  then  carrying  out  your  instructions  were  dulv  explained  to  me  by 
M.  111.  Comp.  Spry,  which  reasons  I  conceive  no  longer  exist,  I  there* 
fore  think  I  am  justified  in  bringing  this  important  matter  before  you^ 
as  we  have  too  many  Grand  bodies  and  too  much  governing  power  in 
Masonry.  One  Supreme  body  having  entire  control  over  all  Councils 
of  Royu  and  Select  Masters,  Conclaves  of  the  Order  of  Oonstantine, 
Lodges  of  Ttoyal  Ark  Masons,  and  any  others  that  may  join  us,  is  quite 
sufficient  lor  this  Province,  if  not  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  This 
body  might  be  termed  the  Supreme  Grand  Council  of  Rites  for 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  having  jurisdiction  over  all  the  Masonic 
bodies  that  might  declare  their  adhesion  thereto.  Such  an  organization 
could  be  managed  much  more  economically  and  efficiently  with  one  set 
of  officers  and  one  Grand  Recorder  than  continuing  the  present  system 
of  having  numerous  Grand  bodies  of  little  or  no  influence,  with  numer- 
ous officers  possessing  high-sounding  titles  of  almost  unpronounceable 
length.  Some  such  action  becomes  absolutely  necesaary  if  we  desire  to 
lift  the  Cryptic  Order  into  a  position  of  much  usefulness." 

The  Grand  Master  concluded  by  saying  that  "  "Without 
our  instructions  Masonry  is  incomplete.  For  as  the  holders 
and  revealers  of  great  truths  we  are  entitled  to  a  high  posi- 
tion. Companions  neglecting  to  participate  in  our  know- 
ledge, commit  an  error  in  not  fully  completing  the  beautiful 
system  developed  in  ancient  Craft  Masonry.  Let  us  labour 
with  a  will,  let  our  trowels  work  with  a  pure  silvery  sounds 
let  our  arches  rise  in  stately  grandeur,  let  none  be  found 
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sleeping  at  his  post,  let  fervency  and  zeal  mark  all  our  exer- 
tions, let  us  labour  in  the  secret  vault  below,  that  when  the 
Grand  Master  shall  call  us  from  labour  to  refreohment,  we 
may  lay  aside  our  working  tools,  and  pass  through  Heaven's 
hifi^  arches  into  the  noonday  of  eternal  splendour." 

The  important  feature  in  the  proceedings  of  this  the 
tenth  Annual  Assembly  was  the  action  taken  with  regard  to 
the  Council  of  Rites  for  the  Dominion.  The  reader  is  aware 
that  in  addition  to  the  regular  Cryptic  degrees  there  were 
those  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantine  and  the  Royal  Ark 
Mariners.  These  bodies  had  up  to  this  date  been  organized 
and  carried  on  as  separate  bodies.  It  was  thought  at  that 
time  that  the  multiplication  of  Grand  officers  did  not  tend 
to  strengthen  Masonry,  and  that  if  these  two  bodies'could  be 
carried  on  practically  in  the  bosom  of  the  Grand  Council, 
that  a  large  amount  of  executive  work  and  expense  would  be 
saved,  and  with  that  object  the  following  resolutions  were 
carried : — 

'*  Whereas  the  Grand  Council  of  Rites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
was  duly  formed  in  1875,  and  the  Grand  Master  wan  authorized  to  take 
all  necessary  steps  in  connection  with  the  other  bodies  interested  to 
unite  this  Grand  Council  with  the  Imperial  Grand  Council  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Bed  Cross  of  Constantine  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Royal 
Ark  Mariners  as  one  body,  and  as  such  action  has  for  various  reasons 
been  delayed,  therefore  be  it  resolved — 

"  That  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Council,  one  Supremo  body 
having  jurisdiction  over  all  unoccupied  territory  in  Canada  for  the 
government  of  the  Cryptic  Rite,  Royal  Ark  Mariners  and  the  Order  of 
Constantine,  is  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes,  the  Imperial  Grand 
Council  of  Constantine  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners  be 
requested  to  meet  us  this  day,  and  assist  in  organizing  a  Supreme 
Grand  Council  of  Rites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  so  soon  as  the 
said  bodies  agree  to  this  proposition,  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized 
to  proclaim  the  Grand  Council  of  Canada,  as  being  duly  formed. " 

Other  important  amendments  were  made  to  the  Constitu- 
tion.    One  was  to  the  effect : — 

"  That  each  Council  shall  cause  to  be  prepared  an  Annual  Return  of 
the  names  of  all  Companions  who  have  been  admitted  as  members, 
from  date  of  last  return,  up  to  31st  December  of  the  year  last  past,  with 
the  dates  of  conferring  the  several  degrees,  together  with  the  names  of 
those  who  have  died,  resigned,  been  suspended  or  expelled,  which  re- 
turn shall  be  transmitted,  with  the  fees  due  Grand  Council,  to  the 
Grand  Recorder,  not  later  than  the  2lBt  January  of  each  year ;  and 
any  Council  failing  to  make  such  returns  and  payments  for  two  years 
shall  be  liable  to  be  suspended,  and  may  have  its  Warrant  withdrawn." 

Another,  making  the  Cryptic  year  end  in  December  and  not 
August,  as  heretofore,  and  finally  an  important  clause  having 
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reference  to   the  representation  at  Qrand  Council.     The 
amendment  said : — 

"  That  article  3  of  the  Oonstitutiou  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 
The  Grand  Oouncil  shall  consist  of  the  officers  thereof,  all  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Representatives  of  Grand  Oounoils,  all  Past  Thrice  Illastrious 
Masters,  and  the  three  principal  officers  of  each  subordinate  Council,  all 
of  whom  shall  be  members  in  good  standing  of  subordinate  Counoihi  in 
this  juribdiotion.  But  should  neither  the  Th.  111.  Master,  Deputy 
Master,  nor  Principal  Conductor  of  the  Work  of  a  Council  be  able  to 
attend  Grand  Council,  such  Council,  by  resolution  duly  certified,  may 
appoint  any  111.  Companion  not  under  the  rank  of  Past  Th.  111.  Master, 
who  is  a  member  of  Grand  Council,  as  their  representative  or  proxy, 
but  no  Illustrious  Companion  shall  be  permitted  to  represent  more  than 
three  Councils." 

While  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Council  were  going  on 
a  request  was  made  that  the  meeting  be  called  off  to  enable 
the  Grand  Imperial  Council  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  of 
the  Red  Cross  of  Constantine  and  the  Most  Worshipful  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners  of  Canada,  to  discuss 
the  resolution  concerning  the  Grand  Council  of  Rites,  which 
is  given  above,  and  when  the  Grand  Council  was  called  on, 
an  official  notification  was  read  to  the  effect,  that  both  these 
oodies  had  unanimously  concurred  in  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Rites  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  where- 
upon the  Most  Illustrious  the  Grand  Master  said : — 

"  By  the  power  in  me  vested  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Master  Masons  of  Ontario  ;  the  Grand  Im- 
perial Council  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross 
of  Constantine,  and  the  M.  W.  the  Grbnd  Lodge  of  Royal  Ark  Mari- 
ners of  the  said  Dominion,  I  now  proclaim  THE  GRAND  COUNCIL 
OF  THE  DOMINION  OF  CANADA  duly  formed  under  the  name  and 
title  of  the  GRAND  COUNCIL  OF  CANADA,  such  Grand  Council  to 
have  jurisdiction  overall  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec,  Manitoba  and  the  North- West  Terri- 
tories, all  Conclaves  of  the  Order  of  Rome  and  Constantine  and  Lodges 
of  Royal  Ark  Mariners^  wi'>hin  the  Dominion  of  Canada." 

The  following  were  elected  officers  this  year : — 

M.  I.  Companion  Joshua  George  Burns,  Toronto,  Most  Illus- 
trious Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  Charles  D.  Macdonnell,  Peterboro',  Deputy 
Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  William  Hawthorne,  London,  Grand  Prin- 
cipal Conductor  of  the  Work. 

M.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treas- 
urer. 

M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Barrie,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion,  H.  K.  Maitland,  Guelph,  Grand  Captain 
of  Guard 
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R.  I.  Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  Grand  Lec- 
turer. 
V.  I.  Companion  John  Kerr  Biydon,  Toronto,  Grand  Sen- 
tinel. 
R.  I.  Companion  Robert  McKay,  St.  Thomas,  London  Di- 
vision. 
R.  I.  Companion  W.  M.  Mitchell,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  Di- 
vision. 
R.  I.  Companion  Thomas  Sargant,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 
R.  L  Companion  John  Moore,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 
R  I.  Companion  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 
R.  I.  Companion  John  Headley  Bell,   Winnipeg,  Manitoba 
Division. 
The  Grand  Master  then  appointed  the  following  Com- 
panions, who  with  the  elected  Officers,  were  duly  installed 
and  invested : — 
V.  I.  Companion,   Rev.    Albert    Anthony,  Seneca,  Grand 

Chaplain. 
v.  I.  Companion  John  S.  Dennis,  Toronto,  Grand  Master  of 

Ceremonies. 
V.  I.  Companion  John  Inglis,  Guelph,  Grand  Conductor. 
V.  I.  Companion  John  Patton,  Toronto,  Grand  Organist. 
V.  L  Companions  H.  Martell  Davies,  Ottawa;  William  Ar- 
thur Phipps,  Toronto ;   Benjamin  Barnard,  Bradford ; 
W.  H.  Rooks,  London ;  A.  F.  Huffman,  Peterboro' ;  and 
John  Macdonald,  Winnipeg,  Stewards. 
The  following  Companions  were  duly  elected  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee : — 

R.  I.  Companions  J.  B.  Nixon,  Toronto ;  H.  A..  Mackay, 
Hamilton ;  J.  K.  Kerr,  Toronto ;  Richard  Brierly,  Hamilton. 
On  the  evening  of  the  23rd  November  a  very  pleasant  re- 
union look  place  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  Cyrus  Council, 
Winnipeg.  The  occasion  was  to  commemorate  the  three 
years  of  service  by  Right  Illustrious  Companion  John  Head- 
ley  Bell,  as  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  the  Council,  and  his 
election  as  Inspector-General  for  the  Manitoba  Division  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  Canada.  The  Right  Illustrious  Com- 
panion w&s  made  the  recipient  of  a  very  handsome  jewel,  a 
triangle  of  gold,  surmounted  by  a  golden  crown,  and  at- 
tached to  a  gold  mounted  velvet  clasp.  On  one  side  was  en- 
graved tue  inscription  "  Presented  to  Right  Illustrious  Com- 
panion John  Headley  Bell,  Inspector-General,  by  the  Officers 
and  Companions  of  Cyrus  Council  of  R.  and  S.  M.,  No.  13, 
G.R.C.,  as  a  fraternal  token  of  their  respect  and  esteem  for 
him  as  a  man  and  a  Mason. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Thb  Eleventh  Anhual  Assembly  of  the 
▲DA — An  Eaa  of  Progrejmion  Preoic 

LOOK. 


.ND  Council  of  Can- 
-  A  Favourable  Out- 


rHE  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  collected  "  the  select 
and  happy  few  "  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1881, 
in  Hamilton,  the  official  headquarters  of  the 
Executive  of  Craft  Masonry  in  Canada.  M.  111. 
Companion  J.  G.  Burns  presided  over  the  deliberations,  and 
all  the  principal  Councils  were  represented.  The  following 
Illustrious  Companions  were  present : — John  Patton,  P.  J. 
Slatter,  J.  K.  Brydon,  D.  Spry,  J.  B.  Nixon,  J.  Ross  Robert- 
son, all  from  Adoniram  Council,  Toronto ;  Thomas  Sargant, 
from  Zabud  Council,  Bradford ;  John  Moore  and  H.  M  Davies 
from  Khurum  Council,  Maitland ;  W.  M.  Mitchell,  T>.  McLel- 
lan  and  H.  A.  McKay  from  Salem  Council,  Hamilton  ;  H.  A. 
Baxter  and  the  Rev.  Albert  Anthony  from  Enoch  Council, 
London ;  Robert  McKay  from  Nineveh  Council,  St.  Thomas  ; 
H.  K.  Maitland  and  John  Scoon  from  Wellington  Council, 
Guelph  ;  L.  H.  Henderson  from  Ontario  Council,  Belleville, 
Ont.     The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  said : — 

"  We  are  come  up  to  another  Annual  Assembly.  From  the  aotivitiea 
of  life,  from  the  continuous  strain  of  mental  and  bodily  exertion,  we 
are  peacefully  congregated ;  like  our  three  first  Qrand  Masters,  one 
came  from  the  cares  of  State,  another  came  from  the  supervision  of 
eighty  thousand  Craftsmen,  while  another,  wearied  with  the  journey 
from  Tyre,  met  together  in  the  sacred  vault ;  like  them  we  are  met  to 
glean  instruction  from  the  past,  to  scrutinize  our  present  position, 
and  from  each  other  derive  encouragement  and  vigor  for  future 
action.  The  Grand  Council  being  now  firmly  established,  its  perman- 
ency and  durability  secured,  a  wide  field  of  usefulness  has  been  open- 
ed ;  let  our  determination  be  to  *  go  up '  and  possess  the  land.  Lo  ! 
the  field  ft  are  white  to  harvest ;  ours  be  the  workers'  task  to  secure  the 
reward  that  awaits  exertion.  I  am  glad  to  be  in  a  position  to  report 
that  Cryptic  Masonry  is  vigorous  and  healthy  ;  that  prosperity  han 
marked  our  progress  in  the  past  year.  The  Councils  have  been  work- 
ing actively  ;  some  that  have  been  dormant  are  awakening  to  new  life. 
We  want  continued  effort,  renewed  and  increased  activity.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  New  Councils  be  opened  at  every  point  where  there  is  the 
proper  material,  and  there  are  many  such,  lacking  nothing  but  the  will 
to  organize  and  get  to  work.     I  have  been  in  communication  with  sev- 
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oral  III.  Compi.  at  different  places,  and  have  received  replies  stating 
that  they  hoped  to  be  in  form  before  this  meeting  of  Grand  Council. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  in  the  coming  year  we  will  have  several  new 
Councils  added  to  our  numbers.  It  affords  a  great  amount  of  satisfao- 
tion  to  learn  that  a  number  of  sister  Grand  Councils  of  the  United 
States  have  approved  of  the  course  taken  by  this  Grand  Council,  in  es- 
tablishing over  the  Dominion  the  Grand  Council  of  Rites.  I  regret 
that  a  few  Grand  Councils  deemed  it  expedient  to  offer  the  control  of 
their  Councils,  with  the  conferring  of  degrees,  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters in  their  respective  States.  The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  has  declined  to  accept  the  responsibility.  I  think  this 
action  was  not  necessary  on  the  part  of  these  Grand  Councils.  I  believe 
after  the  years  of  commercial  depression  have  entirely  disappeared  all 
~our  Grand  bodies  will  be  lifted  into  a  condition  of  prosperity  and  suc- 
cess. A  new  era  of  progression  has  already  commenced  ;  this  prosper- 
ity affects  first  the  lower  grades  and  extends  to  the  higher  orders.  The 
wave  has  reached  Craft  and  Capitular  Masonry  :  our  time  has  come 
and  is  coming,  and  we  will  have  a  season  of  success  greater  than  those 
of  little  faith  have  anticipated  ;  let  our  gratitude  be  commensurate  with 
the  success,  which  is  the  only  reward  we  desire  in  return  for  our  years 
of  labour  in  the  cause  of  our  beloved  Order.  The  wisdom  of  the  able 
Grand  Master  who  preceded  me  in  office  is  amply  demonstrated  in  the 
preservation  and  organization  of  the  degrees  pertaining  to  Cryptic  Ma- 
sonry, the  degrees  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and  Constantine,  and  the 
degrees  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners.  These  111.  Comps.  never  wavered  in  their 
resolve  to  preserve  the  degrees  in  their  entirety,  and  determined  not  to 

S've  them  up  to  the  control  of  any  Grand  Body.  The  organization  of  this 
rand  Council  of  Rites,  though  several  years  in  contemplation,  was 
brought  to  a  successful  culmination  at  last  meeting  of  Grand  Council. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  years  to  come  our  successors  will  look  back 
with  satisfaction  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Council  in  this  matter." 

The  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Divisions  were  favor- 
able, and  the  progress  made  seemed  to  keep  apace  with  that 

of  other  branches  of  the  Masonic  tree. 
The  following  were  elected  officers  : — 

M.  I.  Companion  Joshua  G.  Burns,  Toronto,  Most  Illustrious 
Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion,  Hugh  A.  Mackay,  Hamilton,  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

R.  I.  Companion,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  Grand  Princi- 
pal Conductor  of  the  Work. 

M.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treas- 
urer. 

M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Barrie,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  K.  Maitland,  Guelph,  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  L.  H.  Henderson,  Belleville,  Grand  Lec- 
turer. 

R.  I.  Companion  Rev.  Albert  Anthony,  Seneca,  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 
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The  following  lUastrious  Companions  were  duly  appointed 
by  the  Qrand  Master : — 

y.  I.  Companion  D.  B.  Murray,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Master  of 

Ceremonies, 
y.  I.  Companion  John  Dickson,   Hamilton,  Grand  Con- 
ductor, 
y.  I.  Companion  W.  H.  Rooks,  London,  Grand  Organist, 
y.  I.  Companion  H.  M.  Davies,  Ottawa ;  A.  G.  Harvey,  Mait- 
land ;  J.  F.  Kennedy,  Perth  ;  James  Jardine,  Barrio ;  P. 
G.  Slatter,  Toronto ;  and  John  Scoon,  Guelph,  Stewards. 
And  on  the  nomination  of  the  Representatives  of  respec- 
tive Divisions,  and  approved  by  the  Grand  Master  as 

INSPECTORS-QENiSRAL  OF  DIVISIONS. 

R.  I.  Companion  R.  McKay,  London,  London  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  M.  Mitchell,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  Divi- 
sion. 

R  I.  Companion  John  Patton,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  Moore,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Isaac  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  Divi- 
sion. 

R  L  Companion  Henry  Duffell,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick 
Division. 

R.  1.  Companion  James  O'Connor,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Di- 
vision. 


MEMBERS  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Toronto. 
R.  I.  Companion  R.  Brierly,  Hamilton. 
R.  I.  Companion  C.  D.  Macdonnell,  Peterboro'. 
R.  I.  Companion  H.  A.  Baxter,  T-ondon. 

At  this  meeting  R.  111.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson  was  ap- 
pointed representative  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Maryland, 
and  R.  111.  Comp.  J.  H.  Bell,  Manitoba,  was  appointed  repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Council  of  Michigan,  near  this  Grand 
Council. 
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>RAND  Council  journeyed  west  and  met  at  London, 
Ontario,  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1882.  Most 
Illustrious  Companion  Joshua  G.  Bums,  Grand 
Master  in  the  East.  There  were  present  Illus- 
trious Companions  Robert  Ramsay,  of  Shekinah  Council, 
Orillia,  Daniel  Spry,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  John  Patton,  from 
Adoniram  Council ;  John  Moore,  from  Ehurum  Council,. 
Maitland ;  William  Gibson,  from  Salem  Council,  Hamilton  ^ 
Wm.  Hawthorne,  Robert  McKay,  H.  A.  Baxter,  Rev.  Albert 
Anthony,  and  T.  Brock  from  Enoch  Council,  London  ;  J.  H. 
Thompson,  from  Nineveh  Council,  St.  Thomas ;  H  K.  Mait- 
land and  John  Scoor.,  from  Wellington  Council,  Guelph :  John 
Moore,  from  Morris  Council,  Perth ;  L.  H.  Henderson,  from 
Ontario  Council,  Belleville  ;  Daniel  Spry  and  H.  A  Mackay, 
from  Heraclius  Council,  Barrie.  The  warrants  of  the  two 
last  named  Councils  were  issued  in  1881.  In  addressing  the 
Companions  at  the  opening  of  session  the  Grand  Master 
said: — 

'*  From  over  the  lines  intelligence  has  reached  us,  from  time  to  time, 
of  some  few  Grand  Councils  incorporating  themselves  with  other  Grand 
bodies,  thus  resigning  their  positions  as  such.  I  expressed  my  views 
on  this  action  before.  I  again  reiterate  the  statement  that  I  see  no 
necessity  for  so  doing.  We  still  exist  as  the  Grand  Council  of  Rites, 
and  a  measure  of  success  has  attended  our  efforts.  As  in  all  proba- 
bility this  will  be  the  last  time  J  shall  have  the  honour  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  this  Grand  Council,  or  directly  address  the  Illus- 
trious Companions  on  this  subject,  1  desire  to  express,  unhesitatingly, 
my  views  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Rite  in  the  Dominion. 

"  From  a  careful  survey  and  accurate  examination  of  the  records  of 
the  Subordinate  Councils  in  this  jurisdiction,  I  cannot  say  there  is 
much  room  for  loud  congratulations.  A  few  of  the  Councils  are  still 
active  and  prosperous,  but  I  regret  to  say  some  are  in  a  state  of  torpor, 
which  will  require  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  my  successor  to 
awaken  to  renewed  life  and  vigour.  However,  I  have  no  fears  for  the 
future  of  the  Rite  in  this  Dominion,  if  but  ordinary  interest  is  taken 
in  the  working  of  the  degrees.  Other  orders  of  Masonry  are  taking 
all  legitimate  means  to  stmiulate  the  membership  to  increased  zeal  in 
the  ceremonies  pertaining  to  the  working  of  the  various  degrees.     An. 
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propriate  paraphernalia,  authorized  rituals,  accurate  work,  energetic 
and  painstaking  officers  are  procured  and  sought  after. 

"  The  cause  of  this  inactivity  (without  depreciating  any  of  the  high- 
er orders  of  the  great  body  of  Masonry,  especially  those  which  are  or- 
ganized as  legitimate  offsprings  of  the  parent  stock),  truth  compels 
me  to  state  that  I  attribute  want  of  progress  in  this  Order  to  the  di- 
vided interests  in  so  many  Rites,  which,  instead  of  being  a  benefit,  are 
in  reality  a  burden  to  the  membership. 

"The  older  degrees,  which  for  a  time  were  interesting,  became  less 
80,  when  '  rcfouus  furniture,  handsome  uniforms,  and  high-sounding 
titlcL  are  mc  rni,A\v  attained. 

"  But  Oryptic  Masonry,  if  properly  understood,  and  appreciated  in 
all  that  true  Masonry  consists  of,  is  second  to  none.  Its  ritual  has 
no  peer  in  our  language  ;  its  work,  if  studied,  is  perfection,  and  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  is  not  complete  without  the  degrees  we  confer.  A  great 
cause  of  declension  of  interest  in  the  Cryptic  Rite  is  the  difficulty  to 
procure  f"  ^•^"  "•  -at'  uniform  ritual  for  the  use  of  our  Councils.  Of- 
ficers hav'  ioJncd  ?  pop  this  want  as  an  insuperable  difficulty.  Their 
term  of  office  a:  ;it.  ^riihout  work  having  been  done,  because  they 
are  not  in  pcti^f^ssici.'  cf  the  proper  work.  Another  reason  is  that  our 
Inspt^«<>tors-General  du  .-'<a<-  rieit  the  Councils  in  their  various  jurisdic- 
tion^, and  ■>  unl  v^rge  th  •  :'8ity  of  renewed  activity.  If  the  visit- 
ing of  Councildi  wei.  ??■!  i*  .eefncmed,  many  Councils  which  to-day 
are  careless  and  inaiiffereiL't  vo    ^    ho  vigorous  and  healthy. 

"  Many  who  take  office  in  our  Councils  are  so  burdened  with  office 
in  other  bodies  that  little  time  is  left,  and  slight  attention  is  given  to 
Council  work.  It  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  in  some  Councils  for 
the  Th.  111.  Master  to  be  W.M.  of  a  Blue  Lodge,  the  First  Principal  of 
a  Chapter  and  the  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  a  Council.  This  state 
of  affairs  will  not  properly  conduce  to  the  success  of  any  of  these 
bodies. 

'*  The  first  remedy  I  would  offer  as  a  suggestion,  is  the  supplying  of 
an  authorized  ritual  to  all  Councils,  so  that  the  presiding  officer  may 
be  iu  a  position  to  train  his  officers  properly,  thus  providing  uniform 
work,  that  each  officer  may  appear  before  his  Council  without  fear  or 
hesitancy.  I  would  also  suggest  that  Councils  procure  proper  para- 
phemtdia  (which  is  not  expensive),  for  the  working  of  the  degrees, 
making  them  at  once  attractive  and  instructive ;  also  that  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  who  are  members  of  the  Rite,  impress  upon  their  Com- 
panions the  necessity  of  becoming  members  of  our  Order,  so  complete 
m  instruction  to  them  and  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  sublime 
degree  itself,  without  which  there  is  a  blank  in  their  Masonic  luiow- 
ledge.    For  here  alone  is  the  missing  link  supplied." 

The  proceedings  at  this  meeting  were  of  a  routine  char- 
acter, and  ended  with  the  election  of  the  following  officers 
for  the  current  year : 

M.  I.  Companion  J.  Boss  Robertson,  Toronto,  Most  Illustri- 
ous Grand  Master. 

B.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Gibson,  Hamilton,  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

B.  I.  Companion  Adolphus  Petitt,  St.  Thomas,  Grand  Prin- 
cipal Conductor  of  the  Work. 
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M.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treas- 
urer. 

M.  I.  Companion  Daniel  Spry,  Barrie,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  Patton,  Toronto,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  Rev.  Albert  Anthony,  Caledonia,  Grand 
Chaplain. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  K.  Maitland,  Guelph,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  Sweetman,  Ottawa,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  following  111.  Comps.  were  nominated  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  respective  Divisions,  and  approved  of  by 
the  Grand  Master : 

INSPECTORS-GENERAL  OP  DIVISIONS. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  R.  Browne,  Askin,  London  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  Inglis,  Guelph,  Hamilton  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  Henry  S.  Broughton,  Bradford,  Toronto  Di- 
vision. 

R.  L  Companion  John  Moore,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  James  O'Connor,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Di* 
vision. 

R.  I.  Companion  Henry  DufFell,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick 
Division. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  Illustrious 
Companions  to  office  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

V.  I.  Companion  E.  H.  Raymour,  St.  Thomas,  Grand  Master 
of  Ceremonies. 

V.  T.  Companion  Philip  J.  Slatter,  Toronto,  Grand  Con- 
ductor. 

V.  I.  Companion  James  A  Carley,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Or- 
ganist. 

v.  I.  Companions  T.  G.  Lowe,  London;  Samuel  Moffisitt, 
Guelph;  W.  J.  Smith,  London;  W.  H.  King,  St. 
Thomas ;  A.  Ciiflford  Thomson,  Barrie,  and  Thos.  Ken- 
nedy, Ottawa,  Grand  Stewards. 

The  following  Companions  were  duly  elected : 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  I.  Companion  E.  B.  Butterworth,  Ottawa. 
R.  I.  Companion  James  B.  Nixon,  Toronto. 
R.  I.  Companion  Wm.  Hawthorne,  London. 
R.  I.  Companion  H.  A.  Mackay,  Hamilton. 
0 
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Prior  to  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  resolution  was  moved 
and  carried  to  the  effect : — 

"  That  the  Grand  Council  is  willing  to  suiTender  to  the 
Great  Priory  of  Canada  all  control  over  the  Bed  Cross  De- 
gree, and  so  soon  as  that  Body  shall  signify  its  willingness 
to  have  the  same  conferred  in  rreceptories  of  Knights  Temp- 
Jars,  where  it  properly  belongs,  the  M.  111.  Grand  Master  shidl 
<be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  direct  the  Councils  in  this 
jurisdiction  to  cease  conferring  the  Bed  Cross  degree  upon 
•candidates." 

But  after  due  consideration,  Grand  Council  having  ad- 
journed, the  Grand  Master,  M.  111.  Comp.  J.  Boss  Bobertson, 
ruled  that  it  was  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  which 
due  notice  had  not  been  given,  and  therefore  he  declared  its 
passage  unconstitutional  and  inoperative,  and  directed  Coun- 
cils to  continue  conferring  the  degree. 
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ADA— Impression  That  the  Bite  was  not  Pkoorbssino — The 
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[O  the  far  east,  in  1883,  the  Grand  Council  went  for 
its  thirteenth  Annual  Assembly  and  met  in  the 
City  of  Ottawa,  the  capital  of  the  Dominion,  on 
the  12th  July,  the  Grand  Master,  Most  Illustri- 
ous Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  presiding  in  the 
Grand'  East.  There  were  also  present— Right  lUustrious 
Companion  Robert  Ramsay,  Shekinah  Council,  Orillia;  J. 
G.  Bums,  D.  Spry,  John  Patton,  J.  B.  Nixon,  P.  J.  Slatter,  L. 
H.  Henderson,  G.  J.  Bennett,  N.  T.  Lyon,  D.  H.  Watt  from 
Adoniram  Council,  Toronto ;  John  Moore  and  Amos  Chat- 
field  from  Khurum  Council,  Maitland ;  I.  H.  Steams  from 
Izabud  Council,  Montreal ;  Wm.  Kerr  from  Gedeliah  Coun- 
cil, Ottawa ;  Wm.  Gibson,  David  McLellan  and  H.  A.  Mac- 
kay  from  Salem  Council,  Hamilton ;  Rev.  A.  Anthony  from 
Enoch  Council,  London  ;  E.  H.  D.  Hall  from  Cryptic  Coun- 
cil, Peterboro;  Robert  McKay  and  K  H.  Raymour  from 
Nineveh  Council,  St.  Thomas ;  John  Scoon  and  H.  K.  Mait- 
land from  Wellington  Council,  Guelph  ;  and  W.  D.  Gordon, 
H.  J.  Wilkinson  and  S.  G.  Fairtlough  from  Lactantian 
Council,  Kingston.  In  his  opening  Address — and  I  venture 
to  give  a  portion  of  it  at  the  risk  of  being  considered  egotis- 
tical— the  Grand  Master  said  : 

"  The  ceaseless  march  of  time  has  brought  us  to  the  close  of  another 
Masonic  year,  and  while  the  shadows  are  lengthening  the  hour  is  op- 
portune for  scanning  the  record  of  the  dying  year.  1  need  not  say  that 
it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  I  am  once  more  permitted  to 
meet  the  members  of  this  Grand  Council.  Looking  back  at  the  con- 
tinual  changes  which  are  taking  place  all  about  us,  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  express  our  gratitude  and  thanks  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  for 
the  inestimable  blessings  which  we  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  and 
the  fostering  care  which  has  been  vouchsafed  us.  We  are  again  to- 
gether to  meet  in  our  annual  reunion,  the  thirteenth  since  the  inaugu- 
ration of  Grand  Council,  and  I  trust  He  who  guides  us  in  all  things, 
may  be  with  us  in  our  deliberations,  and  so  direct  our  efforts  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  give  this  beautiful  Rite  of  ours  renewed  life  and 
vigour.     I  find  on  looking  over  various  addresses  delivered  in  past 
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yean  by  my  predeoeuon,  that  a  vein  of  what  may  almost  be  oalled  ez- 
trayagant  bopofulneis  runs  through  them— hopefulness  which  I  am 
sorry  to  say  has  not  been  realized.  No  careful  observer  of  the  oondi- 
tion  of  the  '  Cryptic  Rite '  in  Canada  can  have  failed  to  observe  that 
the  progress  it  has  made  is  not  at  all  in  proportion  to  the  claims  which 
this  Rite  has  on  the  Craft,  or  to  the  merits  of  the  principles  which  it 
upholds.  While  other  branches  of  the  Order  are  steadily  marching  for- 
ward, Cryptic  Masonry  appears  to  lag  behind.  A  frank  explanation  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  will,  althoueh  not  so  agreeable  to  members^ 

?ret  be  more  beneficial  to.  the  Rite,  and  perhaps  be  the  means  of  enab- 
ing  us  to  discover  the  weak  points,  and,  may  be,  apply  the  remedy. 
Rose-coloured  statements  sound  well  to  the  ears  of  thn  listener,  and 
look  well  to  the  eye  of  the  reader,  but  it  is  an  injustice  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Rite  to  deceive  themselves,  and  it  would  be  a  still  sreater 
injustice  to  me,  as  the  chief  officer  of  the  Body,  to  allow  this  pleasant 
dream  to  continue  undisturbed.  Let  us  be  just.  Some  of  our  Coun- 
cils are  in  good  working  order,  and  their  members  are  slowly  increas- 
ing ;  others  are  in  a  state  of  lethargy,  and  are  not  making  any  progress, 
while  a  few  are  practically  dormant.  I  confess  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  result,  and  yet  from  gen- 
eral enquiries  made  I  fancy  that  the  impetus  which  has  been  given  to 
Benefit  Orders,  and  to  the  higher  Rites  in  Masonry  in  which  direction 
the  tide  of  Masonic  feeling  is  flowing,  partly  explains  the  lack  of  in- 
terest shown  in  a  Rite  that  certainly  stands  without  a  rival  in  the  field 
of  Masonry.  I  am  afraid  that  some  of  the  fault  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
Inspectors-General  of  the  various  divisions,  who  appear  to  have  dis- 
charged their  duties  in  a  manner  which  would  indicate  that  while  con- 
tent to  receive  the  rank  and  honour  at  the  hands  of  their  Companions, 
they  have  looked  upon  their  office  as  a  sinecure,  the  duties  of  which 
need  not  necessarily  be  discharged.  There  is  no  justification  for  this, 
and  I  trust  that  in  future  the  office  will  not  be  offered  to  any  Com- 
panion who  is  not  prepared  to  conscientiously  fulfil  its  duties.  While 
in  the  foregoing  I  have  looked  rather  on  the  dark  than  on  the  bright 
side  of  the  picture,  I  still  have  faith  in  the  success  of  our  Rite,  and  Kel 
conscious  that  renewed  and  well  applied  energy  and  care  will  in  a  very 
short  time  produce  the  most  beneficial  results.  He  is  a  poor  physician 
who  only  points  out  the  evils  without  giving  a  remedy,  and  1  should 
have  hesitated  topointout  the  defects  had  I  not  been  prepared  to  at  least 
recommend  measures  which  should  be  adopted  in  removing  them.  In 
the  first  place,  I  think  that  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Council  should  be 
specially  detailed  to  at  once  visit  all  Councils,  examine  the  state  of 
each  Council,  and  report  to  the  Grand  Master,  and  if  it  appears  that 
the  Council  so  reported  is  in  a  state  of  torpor,  or  actually  dormant, 
that  either  means  be  taken  to  give  it  new  life  or  withdraw  the  warrant 
and  have  it  transferred  to  another  district  or  returned  to  the  proper 
officer  of  the  Grand  Council.  There  should  be  no  drones  in  the  hive 
of  Cryptic  Masonry.  Better  have  a  dozen  working  Councils  than  fifty 
in  a  state  of  coma.  In  the  second  place,  greater  care  should  be  exer- 
cised in  the  selection  of  Inspectors-Generid.  Only  those  who  can  give  a 
positive  pledge  that  thev  will  faithfully  perform  their  duties,  should  be 
installed.  In  the  third  place,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  put  the 
'  Cryptic  Rite '  before  our  Royal  Arch  Companions  in  the  proper  light. 
It  is  the  cope-stone  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and  the  key-stone  is  not 
firmly  set  unless  it  has  been  placed  in  its  position  by  the  hands  of  a 
Cryptic  Mason.    Lastly,  I  recommend  that  the  Grand  Council  meet 
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every  year  in  the  city  of  Toronto.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  central- 
ization  in  all  thin{|a,  although  I  think  that  Maionry  would  be  more  gen- 
erally proiperous  if  it  revolved  round  a  pivotal  point,  but  I  am  fully 
■atiified,  not  onlv  from  my  own  observation,  but  from  oonvenation 
with  leading  members  of  the  Rite,  that  the  present  system  of  following 
Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Great  Prioiy  in  their  perambu- 
lations from  place  tn  place,  is  not  beneficial  to  the  Grand  Oouncil.  Our 
attendance  at  Grand  Oouncil  is  not  incroasing,  it  fact  it  has  rather  di- 
minished, and  there  is  not  the  interest  taken  in  our  annual  meetings 
that  there  was  when  we  in  the  olden  times  met  annually  in  the  Provin- 
cial metropolis.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  if  the  proposal  made 
years  ago  in  the   United  States,  of  raakin([  Oryptio  Masonry  a  pre-re- 

?[uiaite  to  Knight  Templarism  were  earned  out,  it  misht  bear  good 
ruit.  but  while  the  rule  would  no  doubt  work  well  in  the  United  States, 
where  Knight  Templarism  flourishes  so  luxuriously,  the  result  would 
be  different  here,  where  that  branch  is  not  so  extensive  or  so  full  of 
vigour.  I  commend  these  remarks  to  the  careful  consideration  of  all 
who  have  the  interest  of  the  Rite  at  heart,  and  who  desire  to  see  it  take 
the  position  to  which  it  has  a  just  claim." 

The  address  was  the  subject  of  considerable  thought  by 
the  Cotnniittee,  to  whom  it  was  submitted,  and  in  their  com- 
ments they  said : 

''  Your  Oommittee  beg  to  report  that  they  have  read  with  mingled 
feelings  uf  pleasure  and  regret  the  exceedingly  able  address  of  the  Most 
Illustrious  Grand  Master.  Of  pleasure,  because  it  holds  out  the  bright 
star  of  hope,  and  suggests  a  remedy  for  the  weakness  and  debility  ex- 
hibited in  the  progress  of  our  beloved  Rite.  Of  regret,  because  hopes 
have  not  been  realized,  our  anticipations  not  fulfilled.  We  regret  with 
him  that  the  claims  of  this  Rite  are  not  adequately  appreciated,  nor  its 
merits  properly  understood.  We  are  pleased  that  the  Most  Illustrious 
Grand  Master  has  the  moral  courage  to  tear  aside  the  veil  and  p.ut  our 
condition  dearly  before  us.  We  agree  with  him  that  it  is  but  right 
that  we  should  know  exactly  where  we  stand,  our  present  position  and 
future  prospects,  to  determine  if  we  are  waging  a  hopeless  strugale  and 
engaged  in  a  disappointing  trial.  It  does  appear  that  the  desire  for 
higher  position  and  the  catering  to  that  desire  on  the  part  of  this 
Grand  Council,  has  placed  in  position  Companions,  who  while  endowed 
with  the  requisite  ability,  have  not  exercised  the  requisite  energy  in 
their  position  as  Inspectors-General  of  the  Divisions,  has,  we  conclude, 
tended  to  lessen  that  interest  in  our  Councils  which  ought  to  be 
exhibited. 

"  We  are  in  accord  with  the  Grand  Master  in  his  faith  in  the  future, 
and  firmly  believe  that  there  are  brighter  days  before  ns,  but  faith 
alone  will  not  produce  the  desired  result.  We  believe  that  works  must 
accompany  the  faith,  and  hand  in  hand,  time,  hope,  steadfast  faith  and 
united  effort  will,  no  doubt,  raise  Cryptic  Masonry  in  this  Province  to 
that  exalted  position  it  ou$;ht  to  occupy.  We  agree  with  the  Most  111. 
Grand  Master  that  some  officer  of  Grand  Council  ought  to  be  detailed 
b}r  the  Grand  Council  to  visit  the  various  Councils  to.  cut  off  the  un- 
faithful branches,  put  new  life  into  the  slothful,  and  to  revive  the 
interest  of  the  Companions  in  the  ceremonies,  and  would  suggest  that 
the  M.  III.  G.  M.,  who  can  spare  the  time,  be  requested  to  do  this 
necessary  work  for  the  Grand  Council.     It  is  high  time  that  caution 
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■L<wald  b«  obierTcd  in  our  Mleotion  of  our  offloen,  and  those  only 
elected  to  poiitione  who  will  faithfully  and  lealoutly  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office,  and  who  hare  true  ability  to  put  our  grand  and  in* 
structiTe  degrees  before  the  Companions  in  a  creditable  and  proper 
way.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  history  of  this  Order  proves  that  a 
central  place  of  meeting  would  conduce  to  the  prosjperity  of  Grand 
Oouncil,  that  our  attendance  would  be  larger  and  the  interest  greater. 
As  it  is  now  our  Companions  who  attend  Grand  Council  come  up  wearic 
with  the  long  labours  of  the  other  Grand  bodies,  anxious  to  hurrj 
through,  and  will  not  oive  the  time  nor  the  attention  to  the  duties  de- 
▼olyinf(  upon  them.  We  do  not  think  the  making  of  these  degrees  pre- 
requisite to  Knight  Templarism  practical,  and  need  not  be  attempted 
at  the  present  time." 

The  reports  from  the  different  Divisions  were  not  as  rose- 
ate as  in  previous  years.  A  general  depression  in  all  branches 
&!  Masonry  seems  to  have  spread  to  the  Cryptic  branch,  and 
for  a  time  the  trowel  was  almost  without  work.  A  slight 
amount  of  progress  was  however  made,  in  that  warrants  were 
ordered  to  be  issued  to  the  members  of  the  conclaves  at 
Belleville  and  Kingston  to  take  the  place  of  the  warrants  of 
Rome  and  Constantine,  and  the  rank  of  Past  Thrice  Illus- 
trious Masters  was  conferred  upon  III  Cooip.  W.  D.  Gordon^ 
of  Lactanian  Council,  Kingston,  and  Past  Thrice  IllustriouE 
Comp.  E.  H.  D.  Hall  was  appointed  Inspector-General  for  tht 
North- West  Territories.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  presented  t) 
M.  111.  Comp.  Daniel  Spry,  for  his  efficient  services  in  the 
cause  of  this^Grand  Council,  and  the  meeting  was  brought  to 
a  close  with  the  election  of  officers,  as  follows : 

M.  I.  Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  re-elected 
Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  L.  H.  Henderson,  Belleville,  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

R.  I.  Companion  L.  Slater,  St.  Thomas,  Grand  Principal 
Conductor  of  the  Work. 

M.  I.  Companion  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treas- 
urer. 

M.  I.  Companion  J.  G.  Bums,  Toronto,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  I.  Companion  Amos  Chatfield,  Ottawa,  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  K.  Maitland,  Guelph,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R.  I.  Companion  J.  L.  Dixon,  Toronto,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  nominated  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  respective  Divisions,  and  approved 
by  the  Gi-and  Master. 
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INSPECTORS-GENERAL  OF  DIVISIONS 

R.  I.  Oompanion  E.  H.  Raymour,  St.  Thomas,  London  Di- 
vision. 

R.  I.  Companion  John  Scoon,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  Division. 

R.  I.  Oompanion  P.  J.  Slatter,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  C.  F.  Forrest,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Division. 

R  I.  Companion  £.  B.  Butterworth,  Ottawa,  Ottawa 
Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  L.  H.  Steams,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  W.  D.  Qordon,  Fredrickton,  New  Bruns- 
wick Division. 

R.  I.  Companion  £.  H.  D.  Hall,  Moose  Jaw,  North- West 
Territories. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  duly  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Master. : — 

R.  I.  Companion  Frederick  Wilmott,  Quelph,  Grand  Con- 
ductor. 

R.  I.  Companion  H.  J.  Wilkinson,  Kinston,  Grand  Organist. 

v.  I.  Companions  Daniel  McDonald,  Toronto ;  S.  Fairtclough, 
Kingston,  and  G.  M.  Wilkinson,  Guelph,  Grand  Stewards. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  L  .ECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

M.  I.  Companions  J.  G.  Burns,  J.  K.  Kerr,  and  Robert 
Ramsay. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Can< 
ADA — A  Yeab  of  Activhy— a  New  Division  Formed— Control 
OF  the  Red  Cross  Dbobib  Abandoned. 
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RAND  Cuuncil  well  up  in  years,  met  for  the 
fourteenth  Session  in  Toronto,  on  t.he  12th  July, 
1884,  Most  Illustrious  Ccinpanion  John  Ross 
Robertson  in  the  East.  Quite  a  large  reprbsenta- 
tion  was  present,  and  among  them  were  Illustrious  Com- 
panions Robert  Ramsay,  from  Shekinah  Council ;  J.  G. 
Bums,  G.  C.  Patterson,  J.  B.  Nixon,  G.  J.  Bennett,  G.  G. 
Rowe,  J.  Patton,  P.  J.  Slatter,  all  from  Adoniram  Council ; 
Amos  Chatfield,  H.  Martel  Davies  and  John  Moore,  from 
Khorum  Council ;  D.  McLellan,  from  Salem  Council ;  Rev. 
A.  Anthony,  from  Enoch  Council ;  Robert  McKay,  from  Nin- 
evah  Council ;  H.  K.  Maitland  and  John  Scoon,  from  Wel- 
lington Council ;  W.  D.  Gordon,  G.  M.  Wilkinson  and  S.  G. 
Fairtlough,  from  Lactantian  Council.  The  opening  address 
was  brief.  It  alluded  to  the  progress  of  the  Rite  during  the 
year,  claiming  that  it  had  been  one  of  activity,  and  singled 
out  a  few  Councils  like  that  at  St.  Thomas,  Guelph,  Toronto, 
and  Maitland,  as  doing  good  work.  It  noted  the  fact  that 
Most  Illustrious  Companion  George  M.  Osgoodby,  of  Buffalo, 
the  General  Grand  Master  of  the  General  Grand  Council  of 
the  United  States,  had  been  appointed  as  the  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Council  of  Canada,  and  wound  up  with  the  re- 
mark that  the  Grand  Master  elect  would  "  find  no  serious 
obstacles  in  the  path  which  it  will  be  his  duty  to  follow." 
The  reports  from  the  various  Inspectors-General  of  the  Do- 
minion were  on  the  whole  favourable.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Address  cordially  agreed  with  the  views 
of  the  Grand  Master.     The  report  said  : 

"  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  activity  displayed  by  the  Grand 
Master  in  having  the  proceedings  of  the  three  preceding 
vears  printed  and  circulated,  that  the  new  certificates  have 
been  issued,  and  the  business  of  the  Council  so  arranged  that 
it  is  calculated  to  give  general  satisfaction  to  this  Grand 
Council.    The  appointment  of  M.  111.  Comp.  George  M.  Os- 
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goodby,  of  Buffalo,  as  our  representative  near  the  General 
Grand  Council  of  the  United  States  is  one  that  will,  no 
doubt,  meet  with  the  approbation  of  this  Grand  body." 

The  prospects  for  the  advancement  of  the  Rite  in  the  Tor- 
onto Division,  and  a  new  division  to  be  named  the  Georgian 
Division  was  formed,  consisting  of  the  counties  of  Simcoe, 
Grey,  Muskoka,  Parry  Sound  and  Algoma.  The  Red  Cross 
Degree  had  been  taken  charge  of  by  the  Grand  Council  of 
Rites,  alluded  to  in  a  former  chapter,  and  as  it  was  thought 
that  to  a  certain  extent  it  hampered  the  work  of  subordin- 
ate Councils,  by  having  too  many  degrees,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  that  effect  A  resolution  was  also  passed  chang- 
ing the  date  of  meeting  to  January,  and  the  place  of  meet- 
ing permanently  to  Toronto  ;  but  this  resolution  was  never 
carried  into  effect,  as  it  was  found  that  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  Grand  Council  to  meet  with  the  other  Masonic  bodies  in 
July. 

On  motion  of  M.  111.  Comp.  D.  Spry,  seconded  by  M.  111. 
Comp.  J.  G.  Bums,  it  was  resolved  "  That  Grand  Council  sur- 
render all  control  over  the  Red  Cross  Degree,  as  it  is  now 
given  in  the  Preceptories  of  Knights  Templars,  where  it  pro- 
perly belongs,  and  that  the  Grand  Master  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  direct  the  Councils  in  this  jurisdiction  to  cease  con- 
ferring the  said  degree  upon  candidates,  and  the  Consti- 
tution be  so  amended." 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  when  the 
following  were  declared  duly  elected,  and  with  the  appointed 
officers  were  duly  installed : — 

M.  111.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  re-elected  M.  111.  Grand 
Master. 

R.  111.  Comp.  A.  E.  Chatfield,  Maitland,  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter. 

R.  Ill  Comp.  H.  K.  Maitland,  Guelph,  Grand  Conductor  of 
the  Works. 

M.  111.  Comp.  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  111.  Comp.  J.  G.  Burns,  Toronto,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  111.  Comp.  S.  G.  Fairtlough,  Kingston,  Grand  Capt.  of 
Guard. 

R.  III.  Comp.  F.  Wilmott,  Hamilton,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R.  III.  Comp.  A.  Anthony,  Caledonia,  Grand  Chaplain. 

R.  111.  Comp.  John  L.  Dixon,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  nominated  by 
the  representatives  of  the  different  divisions  and  approved 
by  the  Grand  Master  as  Inspectors- General  of  Divisions  : 
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R  III  Comp.  A.  N.  Fettit,  St.  Thomas,  London  Division. 
B.  111.  Comp.  John  Scoon,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  G.  C.  Patteraon,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 
R  111.  Comp.  C.  F.  Forrest,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Division. 
R  111.  Comp.  R.  H.  Butterworth,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 
R  111.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 
R  III  Comp.  W.  D.  Gordon,  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick 

Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  R  Ramsay,  Georgian  Division. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  duly  appointed 
by  the  Grand  Master : — 

G.  111.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies. 
R  111.  Comp.  R.  McKay,  St.  Thomas,  Grand  Conductor. 
R  111.  Comp.  H.  J.  Wilkinson,  Kingston,  Grand  Organist. 
V.  Dl.  Comp.  D.  McDonald,  111.  Comp.  Dalhousie  R  Ramsay, 
and  III  Comp.  G.  G.  Rowe,  Grand  Stewards. 
M.  111.  Comps.  J.  G.  Bums,  D.  Spry  and  R.  Ramsay  were 
elected  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  Grand 
Council  closed  its  annual  meeting. 
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)!HE  Masonic  Temple  in  Hamilton  was  honoured 
with  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Assembly.  M.  111. 
Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  the  Grand  Master, 
presided,  with  R.  111.  CcmpanionA.  E.  Chatfield, 
of  Markham,  Deputy,  and  R.  111.  Companion  P.  J.  Sliatter, 
of  Toronto,  as  Principal  Conductor  of  the  Work.  Among 
those  present  were  M.  111.  Companions  Spry,  McLellan,  and 
J.  G.  Bums,  R.  111.  Companions  Fairtlough,  of  Kingston ; 
G.  J.  Bennett,  of  Toronto ;  R.  McKay,  of  St.  Thomas  ;  G.  G. 
Rowe,  of  Toronto ;  A.  N.  Pettit,  of  St.  Thomas  ;  John  Scoon, 
of  Guelph ;  R.  Ramsay,  of  Orillia ;  Oronhyateka,  of  London ; 
W.  R.  Howse,  of  Whitby ;  E.  H.  Raymour,  St.  Thomas ;  L. 
H.  Henderson,  of  Belleville ;  W.  Waddington,  of  Kingston  j 
John  Patton,  of  Toronto ;  and  L.  Slater,  of  St.  Thomas.  The 
address  of  the  Grand  Master  dealt  generally  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Rite  and  especially  with  the  working  of  the  Degree 
of  the  Red  Cross  of  Constantino,  and  that  of  the  Royal  Ark 
Mariners.     The  Grand  Master  said : — 

Most  Illustrious  Companions  : 

"  Another  Masonic  year  has  been  added  to  the  roll  of  time, 
and  once  more  we  are  permitted  to  meet  together  and  take 
counsel  as  companions,  who,  during  the  years  that  are 
passed,  have  steadily  stood  with  unbroken  front,  promulgat- 
ing the  principles  that  under  the  guardian  care  of  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel  it  is  our  privilege  to  foster  and  cherish.  Let 
us  be  thankful  that  the  Great  Reaper  has  been  merciful,  and 
that  of  the  select  and  happy  few  with  whom  we  hold  Masonic 
communion,  none  have  been  called  away  from  the  scene  of 
earthlv  labours  to  that  Grand  Council  where  He  who  know- 
eth  all  things,  and  whose  Holy  Word  is  to  us  a  lamp  and 
guide,  presides.  It  is  with  heartfelt  gratitude  that  I  meet 
my  Illustrious  Companions  in  our  Fifteenth  Annual  Re- 
union, two  years  of  which  time  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
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presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  this  Orand  Council.  To 
me  it  is  particularly  pleasing,  inasmuch  as  I  have  learned  to 
esteem  the  friendship  of  many  valued  Companions,  each  of 
whom  has  favored  me  with  kind  words  of  encouragement, 
and  all  of  whom  have  manfully  contributed  their  share  to 
the  work  in  the  various  spheres  allotted  them  by  those 
who  are  banded  together  in  promoting  a  Rite  that  is  the  peer 
of  any  in  Masonic  institutions.  Our  progress  has,  however, 
not  been  rapid,  and  in  the  brief  allusions  I  shall  make  to 
the  conditions  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  I  do  not  desire  to  be 
hypercritical,  but  rather  to  bring  to  view  a  few  of  the  rea- 
sons why  we  do  not  make  a  greater  success  of  a  Rite  that  all 
over  the  world  has  a  myriad  of  admirers,  and  in  many  locali- 
ties earnest  workers.  The  companions  will  remember  that 
at  the  last  meeting  of  Grand  Council  it  was  decided  that  in 
future  the  annual  meetings  should  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Toronto.  The  date  was  fixed  for  the  second  Wednesday  in 
January  in  each  year.  Some  time,  however,  previous  to  the 
date,  it  was  found  that  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  a 
great  many  members  who  have  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  Cryptic  Rite  to  be  present  in  the  month  of  January. 
I  therefore,  in  the  interest  of  the  Rite,  and  after  consultation 
with  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  others, 
directed  that  the  Grand  Council  be  not  summoned  to  meet 
in  January  last,  and  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  calling 
it  as  formerly,  during  the  session  of  the  other  Masonic 
bodies.  Grand  Council  I  am  satisfied  will  approve  of  my 
action,  particularly  when  I  point  out  that  the  resolution  was 
in  reality  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  which  requires 
notice  to  be  given  at  the  meeting  preceding  that  at  which 
the  same  shall  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  have  had  dur- 
ing the  year  many  discussions  with  members  of  Grand 
Council  with  reference  to  having  taken  control  of  the 
degrees  in  the  order  of  Rome  and  Constantino,  and  also  the 
Royal  Ark  Mariners.  This  action  was,  as  you  are  aware, 
taken  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Conclave  of  Rome  and 
Constantine  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners,  I 
did  at  the  time  entertain  a  hope  that  we  would  add  to  our 
strength  and  render  more  attractive  the  interest  in  the  Coun- 
cil by  this  action,  but  the  system  has  been  found  impracti- 
cable, as  the  extra  work  involved  clogs  the  wheels  of  our 
Councils,  and  does  not  find  favour  with  the  majority  of  our 
Companions.  Now  that  the  Templar  degree  of  the  Red 
Cross,  which  is  worked  in  the  Preceptories  under  the  Great 
Priory  of  Canada,  has  been  struck  from  the  list  of  degrees 
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under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Couiicil,  we  are  left  with  the 
Royal  Select  and  Super-Excellent,  which  are  enough  in 
themselves  to  occupy  the  minds  of  Companions,  and  which 
I  think  will  be  more  efficiently  worked  when  the  change  is 
made.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters  resume  its  former  position  and 
have  control  over  the  degrees  pertaining  to  the  Cryptic  Rite, 
and  would  suggest  that  the  representatives  of  Conclaves  of 
the  Order  of  Rome  and  Constantine  and  the  lodges  of  Royal 
Ark  Mariners,  present  at  this  meeting,  do  meet  separately 
and  organize  their  respective  bodies.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  each  body  controlled 
and  directed  by  its  own  members,  as  it  is  more  likely  to  lead 
to  the  advancement  of  the  respective  organizations.  The 
Templar  degree  of  the  Red  Cross,  which,  being  of  course 
another  degree,  and  entirely  different  from  the  Red  Cross  of 
Rome  and  Constantine,  has,  as  before  stated,  its  proper  home 
in  the  Preceptories.  Our  experience  in  the  past  is  that  we 
have  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  attend  to  our  own,  and  that 
too  many  degrees  have  been  a  source  of  weakness  rather  than 
strength.  The  desire  when  these  degrees  were  transferred 
to  Grand  Council  was  to  avoid  not  only  additional  Grand 
bodies,  but  to  secure  a  reduction  in  Grand  officers.  This  can 
be  accomplished  as  well  in  the  newly  organized  bodies  by 
having  a  reduced  number  of  officers,  who,  by  activity  and 
energy,  can  lead  to  prosperity  each  of  these  important 
branches  of  Freemasonry.  I  observe  that  in  some  of  the  re- 
ports of  foreign  correspondence,  which  have  been  brought 
to  my  notice  by  our  very  efficient  Grand  Recorder,  M.  111. 
Com  p.  J.  G.  Bums,  a  few  of  our  Companions  in  the  United 
States,  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  work  of  preparing 
these  reports,  render  themselves  excessively  humorous  by 
alluding  to  the  titles  of  our  Grand  officers.  Had  our  Ameri- 
can Companions  thought  for  a  moment  before  penning  their 
reports,  it  would  have  occurred  to  them  that  all  our  officers 
are  named  in  accordance  with  the  titles  bestowed  on  officers 
of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  United  States,  with  probably 
the  only  difference  that  we  give  our  Grand  Master  the  pre- 
fix of  Most  Illustrious— all  elected  officers.  Right  Illustrious, 
and  all  appointed  officers,  very  Illustrious,  following  the  sys- 
tem whi(^  prevails  in  all  the  grades  of  Masonry  in  Canada. 
After  all,  our  American  friends  are  not  far  behind  in  giving 
magnificent  names  and  imposing  titles  to  their  Masonic  offi- 
cials. In  the  opening  portion  of  my  address  I  referred  to 
the  condition  of  Cryptic  Masonry!    A  glance  at  the  report 
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of  our  officers  in  the  various  districts  is  encouraging.  We 
have  many  Councils  doing  good  work.  In  Manitoba  our 
success  has  been  somewhat  impaired  by  the  recent  troubles, 
but  for  this  we^  are  consoled  m  the  fact  that  our  gallant 
Companion,  C.  F.  Forrest,  has  made  his  mark,  not  only  as  a 
man,  but  as  a  soldier  citizen,  and  side  by  side  with  other 
craftsmen,  has  helped  to  stamp  out  the  misguided  few  who 
have  stained  the  trackless  prairie  with  the  blood  of  loyal 
men.  Other  districts  are  working  efficiently,  and  I  trust 
will  show  next  year  a  development  that  will  be  creditable 
to  the  Rite.  And  notwithstanding  the  progress  made,  our 
Rite  does  not  flourish  as  do  other  branches  of  Masonry. 
Our  mysteries  merit  the  fullest  meed  of  success.  Our  de- 
grees are  unexcelled  in  beauty  and  sublimity.  The  key- 
atone  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  cannot  be  firmly  cemented 
without  the  aid  of  the  Cryptic  trowel,  and  the  testimony  of 
all  who  have  joined  our  ranks  is  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  expressions  that  I  have  uttered.  In  other  branches  we 
see  the  great  source  of  weekness  in  too  many  lodges  and  too 
many  chapters.  The  young  Hiramites,  eager  and  zealous 
for  Masonic  rank,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  who,  after  years 
of  work  and  experience,  feel  that  the  undue  multiplication 
of  lodges  leads  in  many  cases  to  discord  and  unrest.  Disap- 
pointed juniors,  and  yet  faithful  craftsmen,  feel  that  the 
treasured  Qavel  in  the  East  will  never  be  theirs.  Presiding 
officers  who  deserve  by  their  true  aud  faithful  work  a  two 
years'  term  are  thr'ist  aside.  The  craze  for  rank  must  be  satis- 
fied, and  new  lodges  in  turn  are  petitioned  for  and  organized 
and  the  manufacturing  of  P.M's  goes  on  ad  lib.  As  in 
Craft  Masonry  so  in  Capitular.  Chapters  are  formed  with  the 
best  of  intentions,  the  brightest  of  hopes.  The  acriie  of  per- 
fection is  promised,  but  rarely  accomplished.  Three,  four 
and  five  Chapters  are  located  where  one,  two  or  three  would 
be  ample  for  the  work,  and  consequently  enthusiasm  dulls ; 
the  attendance  is  small,  a  bare  quorum  in  seven  cases  out  of 
ten  is  all  that  can  be  secured,  and  the  work  which  should  be 
prosecuted  with  vigour  is  allowed  to  verge  into  the  sere  and 
yellow.  From  other  causes  our  beloved  Rite  has  sufiered. 
The  land  teems  with  degrees.  I  do  not  question  for  a  mo- 
ment the  absolute  right  of  every  man  to  take  as  many  degrees 
as  he  may  have  a  preference  for,  and  yet  I  am  satisfied  that 
we  have  too  many  grades,  and  after  all  Masonry  in  its  purity 
and  simplicity  is  to  be  found  in  the  Blue  lodge.  I  express 
my  views  with  the  sincerest  feelings  to  my  Masonic  breth- 
ren and  in  the  interest  of  our  Rite.    We  have  to  contend 
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with  many  difficulties.  We  not  only  feel  that  those  who 
enter  Capitular  Masonry  show  apathy  to  the  Cryptic  Rite, 
but  that  the  Benefit  organizations  have  materially  retarded 
our  progress.  They  boom  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific; 
and  have  not  only  a  blighting  effect  on  our  own  but  on  the 
other  branches  of  the  Masonic  tree.  When  these  reach  their 
zenith  we  shall  probably  see  the  cloud  with  its  silver  lining. 
The  darkness  of  to-day  but  hides  the  light  beyond.  The  sun 
of  Cryptic  Masonry  is  not  yet  at  high  meridian,  and  those  of 
us  who  are  spared  will  yet  see  it  illumine  the  sky  with  a 
golden  brightness  which  will  gladden  the  hearts  of  those 
who,  after  years  of  labour  in  the  secret  vault,  are  rewarded 
b}'  that  success  so  sweet  to  all  who  have  worked  wisely  and 
well. 

"  The  time  has  now  arrived  for  me  to  hand  over  to  him 
whom  you  may  select  the  trust  whic'  three  years  ago  you 
saw  fit  to  repose  in  me.  I  do  so  with  regret  and  also  with 
pleasure.  Regret  that  my  efforts  have  not  brought  forth  a 
more  plentiful  harvest,  and  pleasure,  knowing  that  my  suc- 
cessor whoever  he  may  he,  will  have  my  earnest  assistance 
in  furthering  the  interests  of  our  Cryptic  Rite.  To  the 
Grand  officers  I  desire  to  convey  thanks,  and  hearty  ones 
they  are,  for  the  aid  and  assistance  given  me  during  my  term 
of  office.  To  the  Companions  of  Grand  Council,  to  the  Com- 
panions of  all  our  Councils,  I  have  nought  but  the  kindliest 
feeling  for  their  courtesy  to  me  whenever  I  have  met  them. 
I  use  no  strained  phrases,  I  speak  not  so  that  it  may  be  re- 
corded in  the  types,  but  I  utter  the  sentiment  of  one  who 
has  tried  since  first  he  passed  through  the  outer  portals  of 
Hiram's  mysteries  to  do  his  duty  for  our  common  good." 

The  reports  from  the  various  divisions  were  satisfactory'-, 
and  increased  prosperity  seems  to  attend  the  work  of  the 
Subordinate  Councils.  The  Committee  in  the  address  of  the 
Grand  Master  in  their  report,  of  which  the  following  are 
extracts,  said : 

"  Your  committee  are  happy  to  learn  by  the  excellent  ad- 
dress of  the  Most  Illustrious  the  Grand  Master,  that  the 
Cryptic  Rite  in  the  various  Divisions  of  this  jurisdiction  is 
in  a  generally  prosperous  and  progressive  state,  and  while 
this  progress  may  not  have  been  as  rapid  as  we  all  could  de- 
sire, the  hopes  for  the  future  are  bright,  and  the  encourage- 
ment received  from  the  Inspectors-General  of  Divisions 
shows  that  our  secrets  are  sought  after  by  a  large  number  of 
Companions  who  duly  appreciate  the  sublime  mysteries  of 
the  Cryptic  Council. 
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"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  proposal  to 
strike  from  the  list  of  degrees  over  which  this  Grand  Coun- 
cil has  control,  those  of  the  orders  of  Rome  and  Constnutine 
and  The  Royal  Ark  Mariners,  should  be  agreed  to.  The 
disadvantages  of  a  plethora  of  degrees  under  our  control 
impairs  the  work  of  Councils,  and  in  reality  gives  our  Com-! 
panions  responsibilities  that  should  be  undertaken  by  sepa- 
rate organizations. 

"  Your  Committee  deem  it  peculiarly  appropriate  that  the 
Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  should  allude  to  the  trouble 
with  which  during  the  past  few  months  a  portion  of  our  Do- 
minion has  been  afflicted,  and  rejoice  in  the  restoration  of 
peace.  The  reference  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  our  Most 
Illustrious  Companion,  C.  F.  Forrest,  and  other  Cryptic 
Companions,  who  have  faced  the  rebel  hordes  on  the  bound- 
less prairie,  in  defence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  Canadians,  is 
well  deserved,  and  merits  the  sincere  admiration  of  all  law- 
abiding  citizens. 

"  Your  Committee  beg  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Most  Illustrious  Grand  Master  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  appeitaining  to  his  high  office.  His  ad- 
dress shows  a  thoroughness  and  thoughtfuliless,  and  is  re- 
plete with  valuable  remarks  well  worthy  of  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  every  member  of  the  Right.  " 

A  resolution  was  passed  on  motion  of  M.  III.  Comp.  D. 
Spry,  seconded  by  M.  Hi.  Comp.  D.  McLellan, — That  the 
control  now  had  over  conclaves  of  Rome  and  Constantine 
and  Lodges  of  Royal  Ark  Mariners,  be  dissolved,  and  that 
Grand  Council  hereafter  confine  itself  to  the  Cryptic  Rite 
exclusively. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  for  this  year : — 

M.  111.  Comp.  Robt.  Ramsay,  Barrie,  M.  111.  Grand  Master. 

R.  111.  Comp.  E.  H.  Raymour,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  111.  Comp.  P.  J.  Slatter,  Grand  Conductor  of  the  Works. 

M.  III.  Comp.  David  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  III.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  Grand  Recorder, 

Th.  111.  Comp.  David  Taylor,  Grand  Capt.  of  the  Guard. 

R.  III.  Comp.  F.  Wilmot,  Hamilton,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R.  111.  Comp.  Rev.  A.  Anthony,  Caledonia,  Grand  Chaplain. 

111.  Comp.  W.  B.  Doherty,  St.  Thomas,  Grand  Sentinel. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  appointed. 
V.  111.   Comp.  D.  Sheppard,  Almonte,  Grand  Director  of 

Ceremonies. 
V.  111.  Comp.  W.  R  Howse,  Whitby,  Grand  Conductor, 
y.  111.  Comp.  R.  Dalhousie  Ramsay,  Orillia,  Grand  Organist 
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V.  111.  Comp.  G.  W.  Shields,  and  V.  111.  Comp.  Wm.  Ander- 
son, Grand  Stewards. 

And,  on  the  nomination  of  the  Representatives  of  the  res- 
pective  Divisions,  and  approved  by  the  Grand  Master,  the 
following  Comps.  as 

INSPECTORS-GENERAL  OF  DIVISIONS. 

R.  111.  Comp.  S.  Dubber,  London  Division. 

R.  111.  Comp.  John  Scoon,  Hamilton,  Hamilton  Division. 

R.  111.  Comp.  D.  McDonald,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 

R.  111.  Comp.  S.  G.  Fairtloucfh,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 

R.  111.  Comp.  Oronhyateka,  Georgian  Division. 

R.  111.  Comp,  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 

R.  III.  Comp.  W.  D.  Gordon,  Frederickton,  New  Brunswick 

Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  C.  F.  Forrest,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Division. 

And  the  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee : 

M.  111.  Comps.  J.  K.  Kerr,  J.  G.  Burns,  and  R.  111.  Comp.  J. 
G.  Nixon. 

After  the  installation  of  the  officers,  the  following  compli- 
mentary resolution  was  carried : 

Moved  by  M.  111.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  seconded  by 
M.  111.  Comp.  D.  Spry  : — That  this  Grand  Council  are  spe- 
cially grateful  in  being  able  to  pay  honour  to  the  thousands 
of  our  countrymen  who,  in  the  scene  of  trouble  in  the  North- 
west, have  distinguished  themselves  in  defence  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  uie  people  of  this  fair  land :  and  while  ac- 
cording to  all  our  troops  heartfelt  thanks,  take  excep- 
tional pride  in  marking  by  this  resolution  the  brave  con- 
duct of  Right  Illustrious  Companion  C.  F.  Forrest,  our  In- 
spector-General for  Manitoba,  and  the  other  Cryptic  Masons, 
who  shouldered  arms  and  with  true  valour,  denied  as  they 
were  in  their  forced  marches  the  comforts  of  home,  gallantly 
faced  unseen  dangers  and  attack  at  the  hands  of  disloyal 
men,  and  by  acts  of  bravery  on  the  field  helped  to  restore 
peace  and  prosperity  to  that  section  of  our  land  which  for  a 
time  was  the  scene  of  discord  and  strife — and  that-a.  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  Rt.  111.  Comp.  Forrest 
and  the  Companions  of  Cyrus  Council,  Winnipeg. 

The  resolution,  after  a  few  complimentary  allusions  from 
the  mover  and  seconder,  was  passed  unanimously — all  the 
Companions  rising  and  loudly  applauding. 

The  town  of  Windsor  was  selected  as  the  head  place  for 
the  Annual  meeting  and  the  Grand  Council  adjourned. 
P 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Assembly — Death  or  the  Grand  Mastbb, 
RoBERi  Ramsay — The  Address  of  The  Acting  Grand  Master 
— An  interesting  resi;me  of  the  year's  work. 


HE  Sixteenth  Annual  Assembly  of  Grand  Council 
met  under  peculiar  circumstances.  The  Chief 
Officer  of  the  organization,  M.  111.  Comp.  Robert 
Ramsay,  had  early  in  the  year  been  called  to  his 
long  home,  and  the  work  on  the  plans  laid  down  tor  him  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Rite,  under  his  direction,  came  to  a 
stand-still.  However,  with  praiseworthy  endeavor^  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  one  of  the  most  active  members  in 
the  fold,  came  to  the  front,  and,  as  was  his  duty,  assumed  the 
mantle  of  the  Grand  East,  and  with  characteristic  energy 
went  to  work  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Rite.  There  was 
a  fair  attendance  at  the  meeting,  including  M.  111.  Comps. 
Spry,  McLellan,  Burns,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  and  R  111.  Comps. 
P.  J.  Slatter,  Fairtlough,  David  Taylor,  W.  R.  Howse,  S. 
Dubber,  John  Scoon,  E.D.H.  Hall,  G.  J.  Bennett,  and  others. 
The  acting  Grand  Master  prefaced  his  address  by  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  circumstances  under  which  he  presided  over 
the  proceedings  of  Grand  Council,  and  called  on  the  Grand 
Recorder  to  read  the  official  announcement  that  had  been 
transmitted  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  with 
reference  to  the  death  of  the  late  Grand  Master. 

OFFICIAL   notification  TO  SISTER  GRAND  COUNCILS. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Recorder, 
Grand  Council  of  Canada,  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 

Toronto,  Can.,  18th  Jan.,  1886. 

Dear  Sir  and  Right  Illustrious  Companion  ; 

It  is  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  that  I  announce  to  you  the  demise 
of  our  Most  Illustrious  Companion,  Robert  Ramsay,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  Canada.  This  sad  event  took  place  in  this  city  on 
Monday  evening,  the  4th  instant  ;  the  cause,  heart  disease.  At  one 
moment  our  b«loved  companion  seemed  in  perfect  health,  the  next, 
the  paUid  messenger  who  approaches  with  silent  fuot-fall  beckoned  him 
to  come,  and  our  friend,  brother  and  companion  had  passed  into  the 
Beyond  to  the  shore  of  that  mysterious  sea  that  never  yet  has  borne 
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on  any  wave  the  shadow  of  a  returning  sail.     We  bow  our  heads  in 
grief  and  mourn  hia  Iom. 

"  The  path  of  sorrow,  and  that  path  alone 
Leads  to  the  land  where  sorrow  is  unknown." 

Our  ooropinion  as  a  man,  a  oitizen  and  brother  had  all  those  quali- 
ties which  endear  a  man  to  men,  and  his  presence  will  be  sadly  missed 
from  our  counsels.  His  ready  pen,  which  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  has  brightened  the  pages  of  almost  every  Matouio 
publication  in  the  world,  will  answer  his  will  no  more.  His 
fund  of  knowledge  gained  by  years  of  study  and  reading,  always  at  the 
disposal  of  his  brethren,  will  enrich  the  minds  of  the  brethren  he  has 
1  jfc  behind,  and  the  interest  he  was  wont  to  take  in  our  friternal  gather- 
ings mades  his  loss  to  us  one  that  words  cannot  express. 

The   Right  Illustrious  Deputy  Grand   Master,  E.  H.  Raymour,  of 
St.    Thomas,    will    assume    the    functions    of    the    Grand  Master 
until  the   next   annual  election,   and    all  communications    for  him 
should  be  sent  to  his  address  at  St.  Thomas,  Ont. 
Yours  fraternally, 

J.   ROSS  ROBERTSON, 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  acting  Gmnd  Master  then  delivered  his  annual  ad- 
dress, the  opening  paragraph  reading : 

"  Another  Masonic  year  has  closed  ;  the  record  has  been 
made,  and,  for  the  first  time,  and  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, I  am  called  upon  to  preside  over  this  illustrious  body, 
to  review  the  progress  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  Canada,  owing 
to  the  sudden  and  startling  death  of  our  Most  Illustrious 
Grand  Master,  Dr.  Robert  Ramsay. 

"  His  death  was  no  less  sudden  than  startling,  and,  like 
our  ancient  Grand  Master,  he  left  unfinished  many  projects, 
which,  if  carried  out,  would  have  no  doubt  proved  a  benefit 
to  the  Order,  but,  under  circumstances  which  1  will  not  at 
this  time  present,  I  have  thought  it  not  advisable  to  press  to 
completion.  Dr.  Ramsay  was  born  in  London,  England 
March  21st,  1841.  When  about  eight  years  of  age,  he  came 
to  Canada  with  his  father,  the  late  Rev.  Canon  Ramsay, 
M.A.,  a  prominent  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  a 
Past  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and  a 
Past  Deputy  Commander  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  the  Knights 
Templars  of  Canada.  He  chose  the  profession  of  medicine, 
which  he  practised  with  considerable  success.  He  also  found 
leisure,  however,  while  engaged  with  his  profession  to  devote 
much  time  to  literary  pursuits,  confining  his  work  with  the 
pen  principally  to  subjects  of  interest  to  the  craft,  and  his 
reputation  as  a  Masonic  writer  is  world-wide.  He  was  first 
brought  to  light  as  a  Mason  in  Tyrian  Lodge,  No.  370,  Cleve- 
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land,  Ohio,  August  22nd,  186G;  passed  September  26th, 
and  was  raised  October  10th  of  the  same  year.  In  March, 
18G7,  he  was  duly  exalted  in  Webb  Chapter,  No.  14,  and  on 
April  1st,  received  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Cleveland  Council, 
No.  36.  In  1868  he  was  made  a  Knight  Templar  and, 
Knight  of  Malta  in  Oriental  Commandery,  No.  12.  He  ap- 
plied for  and  soon  obtained  the  high  and  distinguished  de- 
grees  in  the  A.  &  A.  Right,  including  the  32nd,  m  the  Ohio 
Sovereign  Grand  Consistory  at  Cincinnati. 

"  In  1869  Brother  Ramsay  returned  to  Orillia,  his  former 
residence  in  Canada,  and  there  became  still  more  prominent 
in  the  craft  by  his  strong  advocacy  of  the  secession  move- 
ment of  the  Masons  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  His  views 
were  finally  carried  out.  In  acknowledgment  of  the  great 
services  rendered  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  that  Supreme 
Body,  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes, 
unanimously  elected  him  a  Past  Grand  Junior  Warden  for 
his  many  eminently  valuable  services. 

"  Up  to  this  time  there  was  not  a  Council  of  R.  &  S.  M.'s 
in  Canada ;  but,  by  his  untiring  exertions,  he  secured  a  war- 
rant for  Shekinah,  No.  1,  from  the  Grand  Council  of  New 
Brunswick,  and,  on  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
Ontario,  he  was  unanimously  elected  Grand  Recorder,  and 
in  1874  he  represented  the  Grand  Councils  of  Ohio  and  Ten- 
nessee near  it.  The  latter  conferred  on  him  the  rank  of 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He  was  also  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  Brunswick,  and  held  a  com- 
mission of  Grand  Representative  of  Ohio. 

"  Regarding  the  state  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  Canada,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  report  anything  of  a 
very  encouraging  nature ;  for,  while  it  is  a  conceded  fact  that 
all  of  the  various  Masonic  bodies  seem  to  be  fairly  embalmed 
in  a  cloud,  the  Cryptic  Rite  seems  to  have  suffered  as  much 
if  not  more  than  any  of  the  other  bodies,  till  the  feeling.  t1 
interest  in  its  work,  presents  almost  a  sort  of  "  com 
which  nothing  short  of  the  most  indefatigable  exeii  >.  will 
restore  interest  and  impart  new  life.  Of  course  t\u  re  are 
many  causes  for  this  state  of  feeling,  and  one  of  the  princi- 
pal ones  is, — our  Dominion  is  getting  too  much  Masonry ; 
not  too  much  of  the  principles  and  teachings  any  more  than 
of  Christianity,  but  tnat  the  different  bodies  are  getting  too 
numerous,  and  wliile  this  is  a  fact,  many  are,  and  nave  been, 
created  under  circumstances  which  ought  not  to  obtain  in 
the  Masonic  world.    The  primary  cause  begins  in  the  greed 
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for  office,  and  more  or  less  of  these  subordinate  bodies  are 
created  and  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  office 
upon  the  prime  movers,  or  charter  members,  offices  which 
they  could  not  otherwise  secure,  and,  after  their  term  of 
office  has  expired,  the  body  rapidly  sinks  away,  to  be  amal- 
gamated into  a  stronger  sister  body,  or  drag  out  a  miserable 
existence,  perhaps  surrendering  the  charter  entire ;  and  I 
find  that  this  state  of  things  is  more  or  less  encouraged  by 
District  Officers,  who  longingly  look  for  some  higher  posi- 
tion in  the  grand  bodies,  and,  in  order  to  advance  their 
claims,  proudly  point  to  the  work  done  in  their  districts,  of 
having  recommended  so  many  new  bodies ;  caused  to  be 
granted  so  many  dispensations  for  charters,  all  of  which, 
under  certain  circumstances,  is  very  meritorious ;  but  where 
so  little  interest  is  taken,  every  effort  should  be  toward 
creating  new  life  in  the  order,  infusing  an  enthusiasm  into 
the  almost  lifeless  bodies,  bringing  out  the  true  principles,  so 
that  the  world  may  know  there  is  something  about  the  Order 
well  worth  admiring,  not  second  even  to  Christianity." 

The  usual  routine  work  was  then  taken  up,  the  address 
of  the  Grand  Master  was  carefully  reviewed,  and  the  reports 
of  the  Inspectors-General  of  Divisions  were  read,  considered, 
and  reported  on. 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  when  the 
following  were  declared  elected,  and  with  the  appointed  offi- 
cers were  duly  installed  : — 

M.  111.  Comp.  E.  H.  Raymour,  St.  Thomas,  M.  111.  Grand 
Master. 

R.  111.  Comp.  S.  G.  Fairtlough,  Kingston,  R.  111.  Deputy  G. 
Master. 

R.  111.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto.  R.  111.  G.  P.  C.  of  Works. 

M.  111.  Comp.  D.  McLellan,  Hamilton,  R.  111.  Grand  Treasurer. 

R.  111.  Comp.  W.  B.  Doherty,  St.  Thomas,  R.  111.  G.  C.  of 
Guard. 

M.  Ill  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  M.  111.  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

R.  111.  Comp.  W.  R.  Howse,  Whitby,  R.  111.  Grand  Lecturer. 

R.  111.  Comp.  Rev.  A.  Anthony,  Caledonia,  R.  111.  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  nominated  as 
Inspectors  General  of  Divisions  : — 

R.  111.  Comp.  H.  A.  Baxter,  London,  London  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  Jno.  Scoon,  Guelph,  Hamilton  Division. 
R.  III.  Comp.  G.  G.  Rowe,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 
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R.  111.  Com  p.  D.  Taylor,  Ottawa,  Ottawa  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  R.  L.  Falterson,  Barrie,  Georgian  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  QuebBC  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  C.  F.  Forrest,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Division. 

The  following  Illustrious  Companions  were  appointed  by 
the  Grand  Master : — 

V.  111.  Comp.  John  Hetherington,  Toronto,  G.  D.  of  Cere- 
monies. 
V.  111.  Comp.  W.  H.  King,  St.  Thomas,  Grand  Conductor. 
V.  111.  Comp.  J.  A.  Carley,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Organist. 
V.  111.  Comp.  G.  Green,  Amherstburg,    "^ 
V.  111.  Comp.  W.  H.  Taylor,  Parkdale,  f  ^      ^  ^*        a 
\.  111.  Comp.  Geo.  Adams,  Windsor,      \  ^^'^"^  Stewards. 
y.  111.  Comp.  T.  G.  Love,  London,  * 

MEMBERS  OF   EXECUTIVE  COMxMITTEE. 

M.  111.  Comps.  Daniel  Spry,  J.  K.  Kerr,  and  J.  G.  Burns. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the  next  annual  assembly 
of  the  Grand  Council  be  held  at  the  city  of  Brockville,  and 
the  Grand  Council  closed  in  ample  form. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

The  SiiVENTBENTH  AxxuAt  SBHsrov — Another  of  the  Pioneers  op 
THE  Cbyptio  Rite  Passes  to  the  Beyond — Plain  Facts  con- 
cerning THE  Rite. 


^n  ^^  IE  Seventeeenth  Annual  Assembly  opened  in  the 
"  Masoijie  Hall,  Brockville,  on  Tuesday,  12th  July, 
1887.  Grand  Master  Raymour  was  in  the  East, 
with  R.  111.  Comps.  Fairtlough,  G.  J.  Bennett, 
Howse,  Slatter,  Nelles,  E.  E.  Sheppard,  R.  L.  Patterson, 
John  Scoon,  G.  G.  Rowe,  S.  Dubber,  A.  N.  Petitt,  W.  B. 
Doherty,  and  M.  111.  Comps.  Daniel  Spry,  David  McLellan, 
and  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Grand  Recorder. 

This  year  another  blank  was  created  in  the  Cryptic  ranks. 
M.  111.  Comp.  Joshua  George  Burns,  a  past  Grand  Master, 
an  old  and  tried  Companion,  who  had  for  years  woiled  in 
the  Cryptic  hive,  was  called  by  the  messenger  with  silent 
footfall.     The  Companion  died  in  the  month  of  May. 

The  Grand  Master  opened  his  address  with  a  reference  to 
the  work  of  the  Rite.     He  then  said  : 

"  My  labours,  the  past  year,  have  been  very  arduous,  and 
almost  of  that  character  that  disheartens  the  most  sanguine. 
As  you  all  will  remember  that  in  my  address  to  this  Grand 
Body  last  year,  I  plainly  pointed  out  the  cloud  under  which 
we  were  labouring,  and  that  nothing  short  of  the  most  in- 
defatigable efforts  and  hard  work  Avould  bring  the  Cryptic 
Rite  f  if  Canada  to  a  living  issue ;  that  it  required  something 
more  than  passiveness  to  interest  the  Companions  and  get  a 
little  enthusiasm  into  the  Order  frotn  various  causes,  and 
while  I  have  been  successful  far  beyond  my  expectations, 
there  is  much  that  remains  to  be  done  before  the  work  is 
completed — the  old  lethargy  eradicated,  new  life-blood  trans- 
fused into  the  Masonic  heart  to  cause  it  to  beat  with 
strength  and  vigour,  and  to  give  life  and  a  movement  to  the 
arteries  that  disseminate  and  spread  the  true  principles  of 
our  beloved  Order  to  the  world." 

After  reciting  the  official  visits  to  the  different  Councils, 
with  details  as  to  the  work  in  each,  the  Grand  Master  said : 
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"  The  establishment  and  organization  of  so  many '  Bene- 
ficiary Societies '  in  every  city  and  town  in  Canada,  organiz- 
ations which,  in  their  way,  and  for  the  purposes  sought  to  be 
obtained,  are  perfectly  proper  and  right ;  at  the  same  time, 
they  work  very  seriously  against  a  full  attendance  at  Masonic 
meetings,  as  these  several  bodies,  as  a  rule,  hold  their  meet- 
ings weekly,  or  at  least  semi-monthly,  and,  as  there  are  so 
many  of  them  all  showing  the  '  Beneficiary  attachment '  to 
the  members  and  families  of  the  Companions  who  belong,  so 
that  after  attending  all  these  meetings,  they  have  little  or 
no  time  left  for  the  Masonic  Ordei's,  and  hence  these  bodies 
must  of  necessity  suffer  for  lack  of  attendance,  while  the 
others  thrive,  simply  because  it  becomes  a  matter  of  mo- 
netary interest  in  the  future,  to  the  families  of  the  members, 
and  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  if  our  Masonic  bodies 
had  the '  Beneficiary  clause  '  tacked  on,  like  other  kindred 
bodies,  no  asylum  in  the  country  would  be  found  large  enough 
to  contain  the  multitude  who  would  attend.  lam  not  speaking 
of  these  bodies  in  a  deprecatory  way,  as  I  belong  to  several 
myself,  and  have  ever  held  that  it  is  the  first  duty  of  every 
man  to  care  first  for  his  family  and  self ;  afterwards  at 
liberty  to  enjoy  secular  honours,  with  the  pleasures  which 
necessarily  follow." 

In  allusion  to  the  appointments  of  Grand  Representatives, 
the  Grand  Master  said  : 

"  In  looking  over  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  to  and 
from  this  Grand  Body,  I  find  that  it  is  very  defective,  and 
should  be  most  thoroughly  revised  and  corrected ;  as,  in  some 
cases,  the  Representatives  have  moved  away,  some  are  dead, 
others  are  not  in  the  ranks,  or  belonging  to  the  Order  at  all, 
having  dropped  out  years  ago.  Others  were  members  of 
dead  or  dormant  councils,  with  not  interest  enough  in  their 
souls  to  keep  the  fire  burning  on  their  own  hearthstone, 
which  is  all  wrong ;  for  my  ideas  are :  that  these  exchanges 
of  Representatives  by  the  different  Grand  Bodies  should  be 
done  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  which  was  the  original  in- 
tent ;  that  they  should  mean  something  more  than  an  empty 
title,  more  than  the  fact  that  the  recipient  is  a  member  of 
the  body  he  represents,  or  that  he  is  a  right  royal  compan- 
ionable associate.  To  me  it  means  that  he  be  alive,  and 
most  thoroughly  alive,  to  the  interest  pf  the  Order  he  repre- 
sents, always  ready  to  labour  hard  for  the  promulgation  of 
every  principle  that  tends  to  bind  the  ties  of  brotherhood 
still  closer  together,  to  promote  unity  of  mind  and  heart,  and 
work  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  Order,  perpetuate  the 
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close  fraternal  relationship  which  should  ever  exist  among 
the  Companions,  as  members  individually  and  bodies  collect- 
ively ;  in  short,  be  something  else  besides  drones  or  dead 
men.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  Grand  Master 
elect,  assisted  by  the  Grand  Recorder,  be  instructed  to 
thoroughly  revise  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  and 
enter  into  correspondence  with  our  Sister  Grand  Bodies, 
with  the  view  of  such  a  revision,  so  that  by  the  end  of 
another  Masonic  year  we  may  be  able  to  present  to  this 
Grand  Body  a  list  of  Representatives,  near  to,  and  from 
ours ;  that  will  be  an  honour  to  the  bodies  represented,  and 
increase  the  interest  in,  and  good  fellowship  toward,  the 
entire  Order ;  for,  if  there  be  honour  in  these  matters,  let  it 
be  bestowed  on  those  who  have  earned  it  in  hard  meritor- 
ious work,  and  not  given  for  fun  to  those  so-called  "  Good 
fellows."  " 

"  Again ;  I  would  further  suggest  that  all  dormant  Coun- 
cils, which  have  resuscitated  and  are  again  working,  duly  re- 
presented in  this  Grand  Body,  be  allowed  to  make  returns 
for  this,  the  past  year ;  tha^  all  dues,  capita  taxes,  Szc  &c., 
due  this  Grand  Council  for  the  years  that  they  were  so  dor- 
mant be  remitted  to  them,  and  that  the  minutes  be  made  to 

so  read ;  that Such  Council  lay  dormant  from date  to 

date,  and  that  they  again  be  allowed  to  begin  life  with 
a  clean  sheet  before  them. 

"  I  think  that,  at  our  annual  meeting  of  last  year,  it  was 
though  advisable  and  decided,  to  call  in  the  charters  of  some 
of  the  dormant  Councils.  This  I  have  not  done,  and  from 
the  present  interest  that  is  being  manifested  all  over  in  the 
Rite,  I  would  not  consider  it  good  policy  to  do  so,  and  I 
would  therefore  suggest  that  they  be  allowed  to  remain 
another  year  as  they  are,  feeling  assured  that  if  the  Grand 
OflScers  elect  perform  their  duties  properly  and  energetically 
towards  the  discouraged  ones,  by  the  next  annual  meeting  of 
this  Grand  Body,  there  will  not  be  a  Council  in  Canada  that 
will  not  be  working  and  have  a  representative  on  the  floor 
of  Grand  Council ;  therefore,  I  would  suggest  that  they  re- 
main as  they  are. 

"  Finally,  Companions,  the  time  has  arrived  when  you  must 
choose  another  to  preside  over  you  ;  and  a  word  as  to  the 
election  of  your  officers.  Take  those  whom  you  know  to 
have  the  interests  of  the  Order  at  heart,  those  who  are  not 
afraid  to  work,  and  work  hard,  for  it  will  take  hard  work  to 
continue  the  work  now  begun.  Our  Treasury  is  nearly 
depleted,  which  must  be  filled,  as  the  work  of  this  Grand 
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Body  requires  funds  to  cany  it  on  successfully;  all  the 
necessary  forms,  certificates  of  all  kinds,  must  be  kept  in 
stock,  which  I  learn  are  now  nearly  exhausted ;  printing 
must  be  paid  for,  which  cannot  be  done  by  an  empty  trea- 
sury ;  therefore,  it  behoves  you  and  me  that  we  use  our  best 
material,  both  here  and  in  the  subordinate  bodies,  to  select 
our  best  men  for  officials  ;  for,  these  so-called  good  fellows 
are  good  in  their  places,  leaders  in  fun  and  frolic,  at  country 
dances  and  excursion  parties,  but  when  they  come  right 
down  to  hard  work,  they  don't  seem  to  ever  have  time  to 
perfect  themselves  in  their  work ;  other  appointments  which 
keep  them  from  the  meetings  on  lodge  nights ;  in  short,  they 
are  just  such  Companions  as  we  want  in  the  ranks,  and  not 
in  office." 

The  reports  of  the  Inspectors-General  of  Divisions  were 
read  and  reported  on,  and  the  committee  on  the  Grand 
Master's  address  was  carefully  considered.  The  committee 
reported  "  that  they  note  with  satisfaction,  the  emulative 
earnestness  which  has  distinguished  the  official  term  of  the 
Grand  Master,  and  join  with  him  in  the  hope  that  the  pro- 
duct of  his  labours  in  the  past  year  may  be  a  stimulating 
incentive  to  those  who  accept  the  honours  and  responsibili- 
ties for  the  coming  Cryptic  period.  The  numerous  visits 
{)aid  to  the  working  Councils  by  the  Grand  Master  will  have 
eft  behind  them  a  germ  that,  if  cared  for,  must  blossom  into 
healthy  vitality,  and  bring  forth  fruit  in  due  course.  The 
suggestion  that  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  be  revised 
is  one  that  commends  itself  to  your  Committee,  and  the  hope 
is  expressed  that  it  may  be  acted  upon." 

The  following  Companions  were  then  elected,  and  with 
the  appointed  officers  were  installed  : 

M.  111.  Comp.  E.  H.  Raymour,  St.  Thomas,  M.  111.  Grand 
Master. 

R.  111.  Comp.  P.  J.  Slatter,  Toronto,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R  111.  Comp.  D.  Taylor,  Ottawa,  P.  C.  W. 

M.  111.  Comp.  D.  McLellan,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  111.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,  Grand  Recorder. 

R.  111.  Comp.  W.  R.  Howse,  Wl    by,  Grand  Capt.  of  Guard. 

R.  111.  Comp.  Jas.  Douglas,  Toronto,  Grand  Lecturer. 

R  111.  Comp.  Rev.  A.  Anthony,  Caledonia,  Grand  Chaplain. 
The  following  were  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master : 

V.  111.  Comp.  J.  A.  Nelles,  Guelph,  Grand  Director  of  Cere- 
monies. 

V.  111.  Comp.  A.  Chatfield,  Ottawa,  Grand  Conductor. 
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v.  lU.  Comp.  R.  O.  Makins,  Grand  Sentinel. 

V.  111.  Comp.  Georj^e  Gott,  Amherstburg,  \ 

V.  111.  Comp.  Alex.  Bruce,  Guelph,  V  Grand  Stewards. 

V.  111.  Comp.  Joseph  Parks,  Windsor,       j 

And,  on  the  nomination  of  the  Representatives  of  their 
respective  Divisions,  the  following  Companions  were  elected 

INSPECTORS-GENERAL  OF  DIVISIONS: 

R.  111.  Comp.  W.  B.  Doherty,  St.  Thomas,  London  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  S.  R.  Moffatt,  Guelpb,  Hamilton  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto,  Toronto  Division. 
R.  Ill  Comp.  S.  C.  Fairtlough,  Kingston,  Ottawa  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  Montreal,  Quebec  Division. 
R.  111.  Comp.  E.  E.  Sheppard,  Toronto,  Georgian  Division. 

The  members  of  Executive  Committee  elected  were  M. 
111.  Comps.  D.  Spry,  J.  K.  Kerr,  and  J.  B.  Nixon. 

Toronto  was  selected  as  the  next  place  of  meeting,  and 
Grand  Council  closed  its  labours. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

The  Outlook  for  the  Cryptic  Rite — The  Reasons  why  this  and 
OTHER  Complimentary  Degrees  have  to  struggle  for  Exis- 
tence— A  Review  op  the  Situation— Conclusions  as  to  the 
Future. 

HE  Cryptic  organization,  as  with  other  allied  rites, 
has  had  its  struggle  for  existence.  The  outlook 
in  Canada  in  its  early  years  betokened  a  certain 
amount  of  prosperity,  and  as  the  Rite  climbed 
into  manhood,  many  had  fond  hopes  that  the  efforts  of  its 
sponsors  would  be  crowned  with  a  long  and  happy  old  age. 
Yet  it  looks  as  if  this  view  were  disappointing.  The  writer 
does  not  volunteer  an  opinion  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Rite  in  any  but  the  Canadian  jurisdiction,  and  yet  he  fancies 
that  in  other  lands  the  Cryptic  banner  has  been  held  to  the 
fore  only  by  combined  effort  on  the  part  of  sincere  compan- 
ions, who,  marshalled  in  solid  phalanx,  have  nerved  them- 
selves to  keep  the  organization  in  a  healthy  state.  In  Can- 
ada in  the  early  years  its  prosperity  was  phenomenal.  As  to 
its  future  there  is  deep-rooted  doubt.  In  this  and  other 
jurisdictions  not  only  the  Cryptic,  but  other  complimentary 
or  honorary  degrees  have  had  to  contend  with  the  competi- 
tion of  benefit  societies,  and  the  fact  that  Crypticism  has  not 
been  in  the  van  of  success,  since  benefit  societies  gained  a 
temporary  foothold,  is  evidence  that  these  organizations  have 
militated  against  the  Cryptic  Rite.  We  ask  ourselves  what 
is  the  future  of  the  Rite  ?  What  is  the  experience  in  Can- 
ada and  in  the  United  States  ?  and  we  get  an  answer  in  one 
form  and  another,  strengthening  the  belief  that  the  Rite  is 
not  gaining  that  meed  of  success  to  which  its  history,  and 
the  beauty  of  its  ceremonial  gives  it  a  title.  Crypticism  will 
always  have  a  struggle  for  existence.  The  primal  degrees 
magnetize  and  draw  men  to  the  Craft  fold.  The  Royal  Arch 
degrees,  closely  allied  as  they  are  to  those  of  the  Craft,  have 
also  an  attraction  for  the  young  initiates.  Templarism 
gathers  in  a.  goodly  number.  The  Scottish  Rite  has  a  limit- 
ed constituency,  but  the  Cryptic  Rite  seems  to  languish,  and 
in  very  many  jurisdictions  is  only  held  together  by  the  na- 
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tural  fraternity  of  men,  who  cling  to  the  old  love,  and  have 
enough  ambition  left  to  invite  others  to  take  part  in  the 
work  of  the  secret  vault.  Companions  are  thus  stimulated 
to  make  the  completed  edifice  worthy  of  those  who  a  cen- 
tury ago  sowed  the  seeds  of  a  Rite  that  has  in  it  the  germ 
of  all  that  is  essential  to  the  completion  of  the  Royal  Arch, 
with  a  beauty  of  ceremonial  that  awakens  an  interest  in  the 
minds  of  the  initiates  leading  to  higher  thoughts,  and  elevat- 
ing all  Masonry  in  the  estimation  of  the  select  and  happy 
few  whose  names  grace  the  Cryptic  roll.  The  charge  that 
we  have  too  much  Masonry  is  not  an  unreasonable  one.  The 
Masonic  field  is  replete  with  degi'ees.  Craft  Masonry  mo- 
nopolizes the  love,  interest,  and  ambition  of  thousands  of 
men  who  go  no  further.  Their  fervor  for  the  Order  cools  at 
the  third  degree,  and  hence  the  justice  of  the  statement  that 
we  are  making — too  many  mem(>ers  and  not  enough  Ma- 
sons. As  we  glance  along  the  roll  of  the  higher  degrees  we 
find  that  the  constituency  becomes  limited,  and  the  interest 
wanes.    Those  who  do  clin^  to  the  Rock  have  too  much 

Eride  to  let  go,  and  their  enthusiasm  kindles  a  fiame  in  the 
earts  of  those  who  seek  after  more  light.  Whether  history 
will  repeat  itself  and  the  Cryptic  and  the  other  allied  de- 
grees be  enabled  to  stand  against  the  interest  created  by  the 
benefit  societies  of  the  present  day,  is  a  stoiy  for  the  future. 
So  far  in  Canada  the  prospects  are  not  of  the  brightest,  and 
yet  there  may  be  a  silver  lining  to  this  cloud  of  doubt ;  the 
day-dream  of  our  lives  may  be  realized,  and  a  fresh  inter- 
est, a  new-born  enthusiasm,  an  inspiration  for  another  exis- 
tence, may  be  waiting  for  those  who  hold  fast  to  the  faith, 
and  feel  that  in  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Master, 
there  is  enduring  strength  that  can  withstand  the  giant  wave 
of  success  which  seems  to  attend  those  modem  organiza- 
tions, planted  as  they  are  like  pines  in  Southern  forests,  all 
over  this  great  continent. 


